SALES GLEE AS 
BRITS SPLURGE 


SHOPPERS flocked to By CHRIS POLLARD 
the Boxing Day sales Soe naneiUnnnUnEEEEE 
yesterda: despite the nationally by 50 per cent 
cost-of-living crisis. on last year. And it could 
Bargain-hunters defied have been even busier 
rim predictions, with but for the rail strikes. 


their numbers increasing Full Story — Pages 8 and 9 


Innocent... 


ok (=, © Parents in 
tribute to Elle 


1@2 arrests 
Hover murder 


Grief . . dad Tim Edwards at scene 
By SARAH RIDLEY 


THE heartbroken parents of a 
beautician shot dead outside a 
pub left flowers at the scene 
yesterday with a card describing 
her as “the light of their lives”. 

Police said Elle Edwards, 26, 
was not the intended target at 
the Lighthouse Inn in Wallasey, 
Merseyside, on Christmas Eve. 

A man and a woman were last 
night arrested over the murder. 

Full Story — Pages 4 and 5 
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"UK DEMANDS CRACKDOWN 


GERMANY HUB FOR|Le- 
SMUGGLING GANGS 


for Tories 
‘unravels’ 


By HARRY COLE 


THE Tories are entering 
2023 facing an electoral 
wipeout, elections guru 
Sir John Curtice claims. 
His annual “poll of 


= i EXCLUSIVE by HARRY COLE authorities. There’s seem- Office spokesman said: “We 
EVIL people smuggling pected Adenia Sto ingly little appetite to tackle work extremely closely with 
gangs = are running France on trucks with the gangs and legally there Germany and other interna- Ils” showed thai 
Channel operations German plates. are limitations to what they tional partners on this issue, polls" showed their sup- 


i; t base “unravelled” — 
The Home Office has Cam do because their laws and have excellent opera- Por 
from Germany due to demanded their Berlin 


are deficient in this area.” tional collaboration with plunging | {0 ese point 

. H A further 90 crossed the German law _ enforcement reer 

its soft illegal ee clamp down: on Channel in two small boats and agencies. teng’s dieestrene. iat 

immigrati la e gangsters operating Gue on Christmas Day. The: “The Home Secretary dis- Budget until Rishi Suna 
Immigration laws. to legal loopholes i erent i steadied the Tory shi 

The country has They base themselves in Were the first recorded since eupsed TOW 2 10 <improve They were an: avera e 

b hak -6 y Ey iq December 21, taking the co-operation to tackle illegal f y : 7 

ecome a 1 sormany. an ae evoy total making the dangerous immigration across Europe cee just s Seven Points 

for smuggling tighter people-smuggling laws trip from France this year and bring people smugglers ager abour when they 

: * ‘ in France where the boats Foi to justice with her German got rid of Boris Johnson. 

bosses with din- to a provisional 45,756. J H id Labi ll 

q Fi are launched toward Dover. PM Rishi Sunak and counterpart at a recent meet- e sai abour | sti 

ghies and “A law enforcement source f the Calais G had 50 per cent of the 

4 A : W. a 7 Home Secretary Suella ing of the Calais Group.” P 
Law fight ... migrants, ‘ speedboats often said: “We're having real Braverman are looking at harry.cole@thesun.co.uk vote with a lead of 20 
and Suella Braverman : crossing into problems with the German tightening the law. A Home The Sun Says — Page Ten points over the Tories — 


enough for a_ landslide 
victory if replicated at 
the next general election. 

. : t 
fines call 


= Sir John said: “The 
ag ply p year has seen Conserva- 

By HARRY COLE 
FORMER ministers who 


By BRANDON MALINSKY 


IT looks like a tall order, 
but a giant bronze statue 
was given a thorough Box- 
ing Day clean with bamboo 


THE Sun aims to have the 
highest standards and we 
abide by the rules in the 
Editors’ Code of Practice. 


We tive support plummet in 
the wake of a series of 
= unforced errors and a 
deteriorating economic 
backdrop.” 
take jobs in areas they 


CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS 
used to regulate should 
be slapped with £16,000 


fines, Whitehall’s  anti- 
sleaze boss insists. 

Eric Pickles branded 
his own watchdog “essen- 
tially toothless” because 
there were no_ sanctions 
in place for those who 
broke the rules. 

The ex-Cabinet minis- 
ter wants his Advisory 
Committee on Business 
Appointments to be 
allowed to claw back up 
to three months’ salary 
from rule-breakers. 

Ex-ministers should be 
banned from taking jobs 
in sectors they have regu- 
lated for up to two years, 
Lord Pickles added. 


leaves on 15ft poles. 

The reclining Buddha in 
southern Japan is 134ft 
long and 36ft high — 
almost as big as New 
York’s Statue of Liberty. 

And it weighs an incredi- 
ble 300 tons. 

Every year there is a 
ceremony at Nanzoin Tem- 
ple in Sasaguri, Fukuoka, 
to give it a brush-up. 

And yesterday 200 Bud- 
dhist monks and worship- 
pers helped get rid of the 
dust from the past 12 
months in preparation for 
the new year. 


— 


The Sun is a member of 
the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation. To 


make a complaint to us go 
to www.hesun.co.uk/ipso, email 
editorialcomplaints@the-sun.co.uk, 
or write to Editorial Complaints, 
The Sun, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London SE1 9GF. 
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Alert on 
5 drones 


SOUTH Korea scrambled 


fighter jets and attack 


helicopters after North 
Korean drones _ violated 
its airspace yesterday. 

The country’s joint 


chiefs of staff said five 


Al STROKE BOOST 


ARTIFICIAL intelligence is brain scans to work out the THE Met Office officially a white Christmas is just a few unmanned aircraft were 
slashing disability rates in NHS right therapy. recorded a white Christmas snowflakes falling, even if it’s detected — the first to be 
stroke patients. It has increased the number after some snow fell in parts of mixed with rain. But for most seen since 2017. 

The Brainomix system being of patients left with only slight Scotland and Northern Ireland. places, particularly in England One drone flew near 
tested at 22 hospital trusts disability or none from 16 per But it was too warm for snow and Wales, it was too mild.” Seoul before retreating. 


across the UK can speed up cent to 48 per cent. in most of England and Wales. Snow was recorded in Edin- South Korea failed to 

the time to treatment by an NHS England director Dr Met Office expert Tom Morgan burgh and in Glennane, County shoot any of them down 

hour, boosting recovery. Timothy Ferris said: “Every said: “Officially, it was a white Armagh. Christmas Day’s high- but the joint chiefs said: 

More than 111,000 people have minute saved can improve a Christmas, but a lot of people est temperature was 12.7C (54F) “Our military will reso- 

so far benefited from the soft- stroke patient’s chance of leav- D. Cai think of those perfect Christmas in Chertsey, Surrey, and lowest lutely respond to this 
eer ...snowy Cairngorms = card scenes. What we define as Loch Glascarnoch’s 2.7C (36F). 


ware which rapidly analyses ing hospital in good health.” kind of provocation.” 


Place the numbers 1-9 in the 
spaces so that the number in 
each circle is equal to the sum of 
the four surrounding spaces. 
Solution on Puzzles page. 
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We are always after good stories —- and we 
pay big money for them every day. Call our 
newsdesk and we'll call you straight back. 


TODAY: After a bright start cloud 
will build from the south-east with 


EDINBUSGH aband of heavy rain moving north- 

BELFAST NEWCASTLE wards across the country. To day's 
©. TONIGHT: The rain clears away to Cre 3 9 birthdays 

LEEDS the east, with light cloud and dry d y: 

LIVERPOOL ® : spells across most of the country 6 10 DUNE actor TIMOTHEE 
n © ~~ @MANCHESTER overnight. More rain will then CHALAMET, 27, left, 
DUBLIN ) spread in from the south-west model LILY COLE, 35, 
BIRMINGHAM ma (6) through the early morning, bring- right, House Of The 


e ©) ing prolonged showers in western iA Dragons actress OLIVIA 
>| CARDIFF. “© parts. Moderate westerly winds. : 19 COOKE, 29, former 
ee OUTLOOK: Widespread rain Everton and Newcastle 
BRISTOL 9) ®LONDON tomorrow, with heavy spells across forward DUNCAN 
central England. Bright in the East Sy FERGUSON, 51, and 
on Thursday, with showers in the Loose Women panellist 
West. Moderate westerly winds. JANET STREET- 
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By ELLIE HENMAN 


MODEL Emily Ratajkowski vipers the floor with 
the competition — in a snakeskin-look bikini. 
Emily, 31, recently split from her husband of 
four years, Sebastian Bear-McClard, and has 
been spotted kissing artist Jack Greer, 35, on 
a date in New York. 
She has also joined a dating app. She said: 


Picture: INAMORATA 


“I was like, ‘F*** it’. | was feeling defiant 
because so many people told me not to.” 


Won her art 
- Emily kisses 
artist Jack 


BXCLUSIVE 


Celeb couples can com 


STRICTLY Come Dancing 
bosses plan to cast a celebrity 
couple to compete against one 


another on next year’s series. 

Insiders say Emma Willis and 
husband Matt, below, are in the 
running after they were forced to 
pull out of negotiations for the last 
series of the BBC1 show. 

A source said: “Strictly are desperate 
to get a celebrity couple on 
the show and Emma = 
and Matt were n oe 
negotiations for the i 
last series. \ 

“It was virtually a y 
done deal but then 
Matt was cast in the 
theatre show 2:22 A 
Ghost Story and they 
had to back out. 

“Strictly would love 
to have them back 
on board for next 
year’s show and 
Emma and 
Matt have said 


pete 


By ELLIE HENMAN 


if they can make it work they would 
jump at the chance. 

“Bosses on the show are always look- 
ing at ways to keep the format fresh and 
they loved the idea of having a celebrity 
couple competing against one another. 

“Matt and Emma are very much in the 

running but if they can’t make it work, 
the Strictly booker will be looking at 
other famous partnerships.” 
Busted rocker Matt, 39, and 
TV presenter Emma, 46, 
have been married for 14 
years and have _ three 
children together. 

This year’s Strictly was 
won by wildlife camera- 
man Hamza Yassin and 
his professional partner 
Jowita Przystal. 

They beat Helen Skel- 
ton, Fleur East and 
Molly Rainford 
in the final, 
en aes 
g watched by 

Keen to 9.2million 

compete’... people. 


Emma and Matt 
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Cops at Lighthouse Inn yesterday 


By SARAH RIDLEY 


A STUNNED friend of pub 
gun victim Elle Edwards 
last night begged: 
“When will people stop 


the shooting?” 

Elle, 26, was with Christmas 
Eve revellers in a _ pub’s 
heated outdoor area festooned 
with fairy lights when the 
killer blasted her in the head. 

Last night police made two 
arrests. A man aged 30, from 
Tranmere, Wirral, was held on 
suspicion of murder and attempted 
murder -— while a _ 19-year-old 
woman from nearby Rock Ferry 
was held on suspicion of cons- 
piracy to murder. 

Four men were also shot by the 
gunman, who fired up to eight 
bullets outside the Lighthouse Inn 
in Wallasey, Merseyside. 

One victim was said to be in a 
critical condition in hospital. 

Elle was said not to be the 
intended target — making her the 
latest victim of a string of indis- 
criminate gun killings in the area. 

In August, nine-year-old Olivia 
Pratt-Korbel was shot dead by a 
masked man who burst into her 
house in Dovecot. 

The day before, council worker 
Ashley Dale, 28, was fatally hit 
while in her garden in Liverpool. 

As friends paid tribute online to 
beautician Elle, the Wirral salon 
where she worked wrote: “Heaven 
gained the most beautiful angel. 
We are all heartbroken.” 

Britt Hughes, a colleague at the 
Nova Beauty salon, said they had 
“so many amazing memories”. 

And she added: “When 
people stop the shooting?” 

Elle’s dad Tim and mum Gaynor 
were among those leaving flowers 
at the scene. Their card called her 
“the light of their lives” and 
added: “You will never be gone.” 

Elle’s sister Lucy, who lives in 
Dubai but was home for Christ- 
mas, had been with her at the pub 
but left earlier in the evening. 

She posted on Instagram: “My 
beautiful sister, my bestest friend, 
my second mummy and my rock. 

‘I love and miss you so, so much 
already. My Elle May.” 

Two of Elle’s pals had just gone 
into the pub to buy drinks when 
the shots rang out at 11.50pm. 

Meg and Jess, who did not give 
their surnames, thought they were 
fireworks until they spotted Ella 
on the ground. 

Jess said: “People were around 
her trying to help her — but you 
can’t do anything. I just felt grate- 
ful that I’m still here but felt 
guilty because I was 
with my family at 
Christmas and she 
wasn't.” 

Referring to 
Elle’s sister leav- ¢” 
ing early, she 
added of Elle: 
“It plays on 
your mind @ 
— whether 


will 


she should have gone home too.” 
Meg said: “We’d been dancing and 
singing. I’ve got videos of us I can’t 
stop watching. We were so happy.” 

Footage shared online shows a 
woman hearing the shots 


and asking: “Is that a 
gun?” 

_. _Revellers tried to save 

S %@ Elle with CPR until 


paramedics arrived, but 
she died a short time 
later at Arrowe Park 
Hospital. 

A local 


. posted: 
yt “My 


daughter 


§ Friends -~ Meg, left,.and Jess 
Ww 


Vie: 


and her friend were in the pub. It 
was packed and both are trauma- 
tised. So horrendous.” 

Another said: “My daughter was 
stood right by the girl who was 
killed. So scary.” 

One mum added: “My daughter 
was there giving CPR with another 
girl until help arrived. My heart 
goes out to the families.” 

Elle’s devastated cousin Rose 
Chloe wrote on Facebook: “Nothing 
will ever take this pain away. 

“You are the most _ beautiful, 
intelligent, funny, gorgeous girl. My 
heart is broken. I love you forever 


and always my gorgeous cousin 
and best friend.” 

On Christmas Day half-empty 
glasses and bottles littered tables 
outside the Greene King boozer. 

It remained closed yesterday, 
with forensics at the scene and 
cordons in place. Two women 
paying their respects were seen in 
tears as they hugged each other. 

Locals said the area is quiet and 
there is usually “no trouble” at the 
popular pub. 

A Lighthouse Inn spokesman 
described the shooting as a “trag- 
edy beyond words”. The most 


badly injured man is 28 A 
22-year-old was hit in the leg, a 
24-year-old suffered hand injuries 
and a 33-year-old received wounds 
to a wrist. 


Merseyside Police believe the 
gunman drove away in a dark 
Mercedes. 


Detective Supt Sue Coombs con- 
firmed last night: “We have made 
two arrests in connection with this 
cold-blooded shooting. 

“Elle’s family are still having to 
come to terms with her tragic loss, 
and our specially trained family 
liaison officers are supporting 


e 


them. We will not rest until we 
bring those responsible to justice 
and I would appeal to anyone who 
has information to contact us.” 

Assistant Chief Constable Jenny 
Sims said Elle “should have had 
the rest of her life to look forward 
to”. She went on: “Her family 
should have been celebrating the 
joy of Christmas. Instead they are 
trying to come to terms with what 
has happened. 

“The fact that this happened on 
Christmas Eve makes the tragedy 
even more unpalatable. 

“It shows those responsible have 


no regard for the public. The 
actions of the gunman were totally 
and utterly reckless.” A “proactive 
policing operation” was said to be 
under way across the nearby area. 

Cops said in a statement: “Offi- 
cers are in Birkenhead, Wood- 
church and Wallasey in _ high 
visibility police presence in a direct 
response to the fatal shooting at 
the Lighthouse pub.” 

They said six people were held 
on suspicion of offences including 
drink-driving, drug-driving and 
possession of controlled drugs. 
sarah.ridley@the-sun.co.uk 
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Gun victims - Olivia and Ashley i 
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GRIEVING-FATHER 


Elle’s dad Tim with floral tribute outside pub 


5 
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Tim places flowers, complete with message saying that Elle was ‘the light of his life’ 


» DEATH IS 3RD 


ELLE Edwards became the third 
unintended gun-death victim in 
the area in recent months. 

In August, Olivia Pratt-Korbel, 
nine, was shot dead by a gunman 
who burst into her home in 
Dovecot, Liverpool, while chasing 
a convicted burglar. 

. Mum Cheryl, 46, was also 
shot in the arm as she opened 
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By SARAH RIDLEY 


the door. Thomas Cashman, 34, 
of West Derby, denies murder. 

Olivia died a day after council 
worker Ashley Dale, 28, was shot 
dead in her garden in the Old 
Swan area of Liverpool. 

Ashley is also not thought to 
have been the intended target. 
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A SNOW plough sits stranded in 
the aftermath of a “bomb 
cyclone” blizzard which has killed 
at least 50 and seen temperatures 
in parts of the US plunge to -45C. 
Rescuers ground to a halt in 
Amherst, New 
York State, 


Park POO! bin “Raf \U EP eet —oF 
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Canada to the 


‘Sadness’... at resort 


Mexican _bor- 
der was hit. 


By ANDY ROBINSON 


POLICE are working with 
a coroner to discover 
how a four-year-old boy 
died in a swimming pool 
at a holiday park on 
Chrismas Eve. 

The child was pulled 
from the Subtropical 
Swimming Paradise at the 
Longleat Forest Center 
Parcs resort near War- 
minster, Wilts. 

The pool, which fea- 
tures waves and rapids, 
was closed but reopened 
on Christmas Day. 

Wiltshire Police said 
yesterday: “We’re working 
alongside HM _ Coroner 
for Wiltshire and Swin- 
don following the death. 

“A post-mortem _ will 
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UGLY BUILD BAN 


Gove declares war on eyesore urban planning 


take place in due course. 
At this time there are not 
believed to be any suspi- 
cious circumstances.” 
Center Parcs said: 
“We're deeply saddened.” 


DOGGED PURSUITS 


HOUSING chief Michael 

Gove has declared war 
on ugly buildings blight- 
ing towns and cities. 


The Levelling Up Sec- 
retary is backing calls to 


By HARRY COLE, Political Editor 


sultation on developments and 
claims opposition to new hous- 
ing would be reduced if there 
was a greater focus on design. 

Supporting the report, Mr 
Gove said: “While the tradition 


by poor landscaping or indiffer- 
ent or insipid urban character?” 

The Government has a target 
of 300,000 new homes a year 
by the middle of the decade 
but has so far failed to meet it. 

Mr Gove said: “Much of the 
opposition to new housing 
developments is often grounded 


the standard of design reas- 
sures the public that this will 
not be the case, then they may 
be less likely to oppose it.” 
The aim is to stop develop- 
ments such as new red-brick 
bungalows in Dagenham, Essex, 
nicknamed “The Crematorium”. 
The report also calls for a 


Rookie police dog Nash 
bagged a burglar and 
found a suspect under a 
hedge in his first 20 days 
at work in Leicestershire. 


— a ive the public more sa‘ of great architecture continues 

: Mey, pe dcyclooment plans. Y to flourish, all too frequently in a fear that the quality of the so-called School of Place for 
| “> ~ _ It comes as a report by the the places around it do not. new buildings will be deficient architects, planners, designers, 
Eyesore... Dagenham cs 
ha 


Policy Exchange think tank “How often have we seen and detrimental to existing engineers and consultants to 
home and Gove, right 4 


F ~ what would otherwise be good neighbourhoods and properties. “revive traditional architecture”. 
Gemands.:more: public: ‘con, housing developments let down “If a general improvement in harry.cole@thesun.co.uk 
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Michelle .. . and pets 


Return of 
stolen pet 
delights 

Michelle 


EXCLUSIVE by 
STEPHEN MOYES 


ACTRESS Michelle Kee- 
gan has_- shared her 
delight over the Christ- 
mas Day return of a 
stolen dog she had 
begged fans to help find. 

The 35-year-old had 
posted details of the theft 
of cocker spaniel Brandy 
on social media. 

The pet was pinched 
from the garden of a 
family living close to her 
18 months ago. 

Brandy was retrieved 
by her owners in Essex 
at 2am on Sunday. It was 
not clear how it came 
about but MissingPetsGB 
tweeted Michelle: “Thank 
you for your help!!!!” 

The actress, who owns 
chihuahua Pip and 
dachshund Phoebe with 
husband Mark Wright, 
replied last night: “Amaz- 
ing news!! She's now 
home and safe where she 
should be.” 


Released . . . Sobhraj 


Killer The 


Serpent 
sues ’FIix 
and BBC 


By JOE HADDEN 


A SERIAL killer nick- 
named The Serpent says 
he will sue the BBC and 
Netflix over their TV 
series about his crimes. 

Charles Sobhraj, 78, is 
thought to have _ killed 
more than 20 backpack- 
ers in South East Asia in 
the 1970s. 

He was jailed for life 
for just two murders in 
Nepal in 2003 but was 
released last week owing 
to his age and flew home 
to France on Friday. 

His killings were 
depicted in fast year’s 
eight-part BBC and Net- 
flix series The Serpent. 

But the Frenchman 
reckons he is taking legal 
action, with his fawyer 
Isabelle _Countrant-Peyre 
saying the show “gives 
him a completely falsified 
reputation where there is 
only 30 per cent truth’. 

He also plans to sue 
Nepal for detaining him 
for 19 years. 

Sobhraj was played in 
the series by Tahar 
Rahim, 41. Ex-Doctor 
Who star Jenna Coleman, 
36, played his girlfriend, 
Marie-Andrée Leclerc. 
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\Duke bafflesiaif 
‘crowd with bonkersiti 
‘Stand on'newspapers: 
to keep your.feet'war 
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THE King’s speech drew the biggest 
telly audience on Christmas Day. 

More than 10.72million people 
watched Charles Ill deliver his first 
festive message across BBC One, 
BBC Two and ITV. 

It was 1.6million up on Elizabeth 


I’s 69th and last ever Christmas 
address to the nation in 2021. In his 


= 
“wae - 


message, the King paid tribute to his 
late mother. 

Speaking from Windsor, he said: “I 
cannot thank you enough for the 
love and sympathy you have shown 
our whole family.” 

He also acknowledged a “time of 
great hardship” amid the cost-of- 
living crisis, and paid tribute to 


special 


Tribute ... Charles hailed Queen 
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Grinning Andrew offers advice 


EXCLUSIVE by ANDY 
ROBINSON and PAUL SIMS 


PRINCE Andrew gave 
royal fans bizarre 
advice to beat the 


cold: “Stand on a 
newspaper and you 
insulate your feet.” 

The Duke of York 
surprised crowds at 
Sandringham after he 
attended the Christmas 


Day church service. 

A clip of the Royal Family 
mingling with the public 
showed Andy, 62, stop and 
ask a woman standing with 
her dog: “Cold feet?” 

She responded, “Freezing”, 
to which the disgraced royal 
replied, “Did you know the 
trick is to bring a newspaper? 
Stand on a newspaper and 
you insulate your feet.” 

The stunned dog owner 
said “thank you” before the 
Queen’s son walked away 
with his hands in his pockets. 

An onlooker, 34, who 
recorded the peculiar interac- 
tion told The Sun: “The 
whole thing was really odd. 

“Andrew stopped in front 
of us and blurted out the 
most bizarre advice about 
keeping warm. 

“T don’t imagine the woman 
will be testing his theory any 
time soon.” 

The clip was filmed as the 
royals walked back from 
their first Christmas service 
since the death of the Queen. 

King Charles and Queen 
Consort Camilla were joined 
by William and Kate and 
their children George, Char- 
lotte and Louis. 

On Boxing Day, Camilla 
was pictured riding shotgun 
in a Land Rover Discovery, 
below, ahead of the Royal 
Family’s annual hunting trip. 


= wif 2 


charitable people around the world. 
Strictly Come Dancing’s Christmas 


was the second’ most 


watched programme as_ 5.4million 
tuned in to see Coronation Street 
actress Alexandra Mardell, 29, win. 
Michael 
cemented BBC’s dominance over the 
ratings with 5.2million watching. 
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By CHRIS POLLARD 


MILLIONS of bargain-hunters 
dived into the Boxing Day 
sales yesterday, while others 
took a different kind of plunge 


— into freezing seas. 

Retailers celebrated as shoppers 
defied predictions and hit the 
stores in droves, with numbers 
increasing nationally by more than 
50 per cent over last year. 

In London, footfall was more than 
double last year’s despite dire forecasts 
that train strikes and the cost-of-living 
crisis would spell disaster at the West 
End’s checkouts. 

On high streets it was up by 59.4 per 
cent, in shopping centres by 46.6 per 
cent and in retail parks by 33.7 per cent. 

The number of customers in central 
London was up by an astonishing 139.2 
per cent. 

And if it had not been for the crip- 
pling national rail strikes, the results 
could have been even better. 

Meanwhile, hardy souls — many in 
fancy dress — shook off their Christmas 
hangovers with a traditional Boxing Day 
dip on the chilly coastlines of Britain, 
including in Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 

Other charity events included a pram 
race in Windlesham, Surrey. 

Diane Wehrle, of retail research group 


Springboard, said sunny weather and a 
post-Covid buzz led to a_ shockingly 
good day at the shops. 

She said: “Retailers will be very 
optimistic after today. It proves that 
physical stores are still very important to 
shoppers. 

“It’s the validation many retailers 


needed. Given an opportunity to have a 
day out shopping, people will do that. 

“It gives businesses something solid to 
work from going into the next year, 
which will be tough and challenging. 

“Inflation and ire cost-of-living crisis 
are overshadowing everything. Come 
January, many consumers will rein in 
their spending because things will get 
more expensive. 

“But today demonstrates that when 
they are able to go shopping, they prefer 
to go in-store rather than online.” 

She added: “The Boxing Day sales are 
a fantastic British tradition. This is the 
first proper Christmas since Covid and 
people wanted to make it great. 

“Many saw it as a ‘last hurrah’ 
before the recession really starts 
to bite. 

“Some may also be trying to 
outpace inflation — they know 
prices will rise in 2023, so it’s a 
good idea to buy things now 
before they get more expen- 
sive in a few months. 

“It was also a_ lovely 
day for a lot of the UK, > 
and that really helps 
retail, We see it very 


clearly in the footfall data a , ter oy 
— you have a bad weather \ag. 

day and people don’t want 7. 
to go out. When it’s dry and 
sunny, it makes you want 4 
to be outside, so people 
make the effort.” 

Ms Wehrle pointed out 
that Boxing Day was a 
Sunday last year, so trad- 
ing hours were more 
restricted — but she said 
this year’s boost was still 
“significant and exciting”. 

It is believed many peo- 
ple cut short Christmas 
breaks with their families 
to drive home yesterday or 
spent the day indoors to avoid 


Tenby, South Wales 


travel chaos ee However, 
London was swamped with 
shoppers keen to snap up bar- 
gains at the West End’s famous 
&’ department stores. 
Sophie Beaker, 25, from 
Brighton, drove into a South 
London suburb and caught the 
tube to Oxford Street before 
queuing to get into Selfridges. 
She said: “I’m very excited. 
The Boxing Day sales are a 
great tradition and I haven't 
been able to take advantage of 
them for a few years. 
“T've got a list of things I 
want to get and I’m deter- 
mined to get the best deals. 


- “London is the best city in the 
Fancy a dip?... = a 
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world for shopping and I can’t 
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wait to get stuck in. My credit card is 
burning a hole in my pocket!” 

Jeanie Tandina, 33, of Romford, Essex, 
snapped up discounted clothing at West- 
field shopping centre in Stratford, East 
London. 

She said: “The sales are one of the 
best things about Christmas. I'll be 
shopping every day between now and 
the New Year, searching for deals.” 

John Lewis was closed yesterday but 
saw a rise in online sales. 

A spokesman said: “Our sale is already 
off to a really strong start online, with 
demand up on last year, and kicks off in 
our branches from December 27.” 

He added: “Whether they’re upgrading 
their homes or their wardrobes, cost- 
conscious customers are making the 
most of our great deals to get 2023 off 


H 


on the right foot.” Meanwhile, 
M&S’s sale launched online on 
Christmas Eve and was in-store 
from today. 

Harvir Dhillon, of the British 
Retail Consortium, said shoppers 
targeted fashion, entertainment 

fitness products, ahead of their * 
New Year’s resolutions. But she 
added: “However, due to the risin 
cost of living, consumers are generally 
spending more cautiously.” 


Boxing Day footfall has still not 
returned to pre-pandemic levels, remain- 
ing 30.5 per cent lower than 2019. 

Covid rules are thought to have 
affected shoppers last December, with 
restrictions in Wales, Scotland and 


Northern Ireland. 
c.pollard@the-sun.co.uk 
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STRIKES 
MISERY 
GOES ON 


By CHRIS POLLARD 
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FOOTIE fans, sales shoppers and families 
visiting relatives faced travel misery yester- 
day thanks in part to rail strikes. 

A small number of services usually operate the day 
after the Christmas Day shutdown, but an ongoi 
walkout by RMT members meant nothing ran at all 

It caused chaos for people heading home after 
Christmas and football supporters going to games 
after a six-week Premier League break during the 
Qatar World Cup. An estimated 15million cars took 
to the roads yesterday, causing traffic jams. There 
were also huge queues for 
buses and coaches. 

Many vented their fury 
on social media, including 
Jamie Flitcroft who posted: 
“The RMT and other rail 
unions are having a laugh. 
Shame our Armed Forces 
don’t drive trains during 
strikes. I’m sure they 
would do a better job.” 

More strikes were 
announced yesterday, with 
workers at  CrossCountry 
staging a 24-hour walkout 
today. Members of _ the 
Transport Salaried Staffs’ 
Association are demanding 
no compulsory redundancies and a big pay rise. 

An end to the national rail dispute appears 
distant, with the RMT accusing ministers of going 
missing after the latest round of talks. 

General secretary Mick Lynch said: “Until the 
Government gives the rail industry a mandate to 
come to a negotiated settlement on job security, 
pay and conditions of work, our industrial cam- 
paign will continue.” 

Meanwhile, UK Border Force staff who check 
passports and are striking until the end of the 
year will be working today for one day only. 


The Sun Says — Page Ten 
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Demands... Lynch 


HUNTERS 
RIDE OUT 


THOUSANDS of hunt fol- 
lowers gathered yester- 
day for the first full 


By CHRIS POLLARD 


legal trail and drag hunts 


Boxing Day meets since 
pandemic restrictions. 
The Countryside Alli- 
ance said more than 200 
packs of hounds led 


across the country. 
Activists in balaclavas 
protested peacefully. But 
in some areas vehicle 
tyres were slashed. 


Sax 
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Route of evil 


THE more we learn about the murky inner 
workings of the people-trafficking racket 
that fuels the Channel migrant influx, the 
more we despair of a swift solution. 

One of the many obstacles to stem- 
ming the tide of deathtrap dinghies is 
that the gangs are using Germany as a 
base of operations for their vile trade. 

We have rightly persuaded France to 
crack down on boat sales near ports. 
But that is only a minor inconvenience 
for the criminal syndicates, who import 
them by truck via Germany. 

We can alert Berlin to the wickedness 
its lax illegal migration laws facilitates 
but the bald truth is it has little incen- 
tive to take meaningful action over a 
problem that ends up on our doorstep. 

If we struck a deal as with France 
where we paid them millions just to do 
their job on crime-prevention, the gangs 
would likely shift elsewhere. What then 
— end up bunging cash we don’t have to 
every single nation on the Continent? 

With a record 45,552 boat migrants 
having crossed the Channel this year, 
the scale of the task facing Rishi Sunak 
is more daunting than ever. 

Given Border Force strikes and pass- 
port backlogs, it almost seems easier for 
migrants to enter the UK illegally than it 
is for Brits to get out legally on holiday. 

The PM’s plan of action is on the right 
lines: reform loophole-ridden human 
rights laws that make us a soft touch; 
make it easier to deport bogus refugees 
who are gaming the asylum system; and 
make it harder for those who bypass the 
system altogether to prosper here. 

But he will need guts and guile to drive it 


through. 


Wreck the halls 


WE recently accused Mick Lynch and his 
fellow union wreckers of being Grinches 
— but perhaps we were mistaken. 

Maybe they’re not making the public’s 
lives a misery because they hate the 
festive season but because they love it. 

After all, with rail strikes continuing 
today and plenty more planned 
Mick and his merry mob get to put their 
feet up in front of the telly while the 
train network is shut down. 

Wish it could be Christmas every day? 

For strike-happy rail workers — and the 
long-suffering passengers unable to get 
anywhere — it might as well be. 


Slim hope 


WITH New Year around the corner, many 
of our thoughts will be idly turning to what 
resolutions to make — even as we are still 
polishing off our selection boxes. 

We'd urge anyone looking to shift a 
few mince pie inches from their waist to 
turn to Page 27 for some inspiration. 

Three years ago Matthew Riggs was a 
27-stone McDonald’s addict but is now a 
toned gym bunny who’s lost over half 
his body weight. 

Now that’s a big takeaway. 


STR 


FORTY-FOUR years ago this week, 
Britain began its descent into a 
three-month long nightmare as 
workers across multiple industries 
downed tools and walked out in 


coordinated strikes. 

Over the following four decades, we 
fooled ourselves into thinking that the 
militant unions had been defeated and 
we would never suffer similar national 
paralysis again. 

But we were wrong: union militancy 
wasn't dead, only sleeping. 

We are still a long way from the 
miseries of the Winter of Discontent in 
terms of the number of days lost to 
strikes, yet there is a strong whiff of the 
1970s in the air. 

Yet again, rail workers have been 
walking out. National Rail is telling 
passengers not to bother travelling until 
January 8 if they can possibly help it. 

Border Agency staff, too, will be on 
strike for most of this week. 


Deep malaise 


In January, we face more disruption 
from ambulance drivers, nurses, driving 
examiners and others. 

In some ways, things are worse than 
they were in early 1979. Many of the 
public services being affected now were 
already dysfunctional before the strikes. 

The railways and the NHS never prop- 
erly recovered from Covid lockdowns. 

People have been left waiting two 
weeks for a GP appointment, some have 
had to cancel holidays because their 
passport has not arrived in time, or 
cannot drive because they can’t get their 
licence renewed. 

There is a deep malaise across much of 
the public sector. Large numbers of 
employees don’t seem to want to work 
any more, or they only want to work 
four days a week, or they expect to be 
able to work from home all the time. 

And yet the unions still seem to expect 
fat, inflation-busting pay rises — and 
without any changes in working practices 
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to improve productivity. Sorry, but it just 
doesn’t add up. 

You can’t have an economy where 
productivity is static yet where everyone 
helps themselves to a big pay rise each 
year. Inflation is nature’s way of making 
sure that we can't get something for 
nothing. 

The railways are a prime example of 
the unrealistic demands of the unions. 


Rail staff already enjoy bumper 
salaries. The median salary for a rail 
worker is currently £43,747 — some 


£10,000 a year more 
UK worker. 

Train drivers, in particular, have 
enjoyed bumper pay increases of 39 per 
cent over the past decade. 


than the average 


During Covid, they continued to receive 
their full salaries, in spite of few trains 
running. 


But they certainly haven’t earned their 
pay rises through greater productivity. 

On the contrary, the rail industry is 
failing. In the year to March, the railways 
took £5.8billion in ticket revenue — but 
swallowed £13.3billion in public subsidy. 

If the railways were a normal industry, 
not propped up by the taxpayer, they 
would be bankrupt. 

Either that or rail companies would 
desperately be trying to survive by 
slashing jobs and other costs. 

Yet the RMT refuses even to discuss 
one of the obvious ways in which it 
could bring revenues and costs a little 
more into line: by introducing more 
driver-only operated trains. 

Driver-only trains have been running 
perfectly safely on Britain’s railways since 
1982, when BR successfully introduced 
them in the face of protesting unions. 

They already account for 30 per cent of 


trains. Many trains could be run without 
drivers, too. There are dozens of metro 
systems around the world which operate 
without a driver in sight. 

Yet in Britain, railways continue to 
employ far more staff than they need, 
merely because the unions have blocked 
reform and the government has been too 
scared to take them on. 

Union militancy might have won rail 
workers fat pay rises for now, but the 
industry simply cannot go on as it is. 

UK households last year paid an 
average of £400 in subsidies to prop up 
the railways — whether they ever use 
trains or not. 

Even before the pandemic, 40 per cent 
of people hadn't taken a train for at least 
a year — and usage has fallen sharply 
since then. 

Between April and June this year, the 
number of passengers was only 76 per 
cent of what it was before the pandemic. 


Hard lesson 


Thanks to the strikes, even more 
passengers will be deserting the railways 
for good. In pursuing short-term gains, 
the unions are destroying their industry. 

It is the same as what happened four 
decades ago. 

The union leaders who brought about 
the Winter of Discontent were no doubt 
pleased with their handiwork at the time. 

They helped bring down the Callaghan 
government, after all. 

But look what happened after that. The 
National Union of Mineworkers helped 
speed up the demise of the coal industry. 

Nationalised car-maker British Leyland 
stumbled on for a few more years before 
going down, taking with it every single 
job at Birmingham’s notoriously militant 
Longbridge plant. UK steel-making is a 
shadow of its former self. 

Britain can have union militancy or it 
can have economic success. It cannot 
have both. 

That was a lesson we had to learn the 
hard way back in the 1970s. 

It is sad that we are going to have to 
learn it all over again. 


Rally . . tribute to victims 


Gunman 


wanted to 
‘murder 
migrants 


By PETER ALLEN 


A RETIRED French train 
driver held for shooting 
dead three Kurds told 
police he wanted to kill 
migrants and foreigners. 

William Mallet, 69, who 
severely wounded three 
others, is in a secure 
psychiatric unit after 
Friday’s attack around a 
cultural centre in Paris. 

A picture taken in the 
minutes after his arrest 
shows his head bloodied. 

Paris prosecutor Laure 
Beccuau said Mallet had 
a “pathological hatred” of 
immigrants, telling police: 
“I hate foreigners.” 

He said he wanted to 
take his own life but 
added: “Before commit- 
ting suicide, I always 
wanted to assassinate 
migrants, and foreigners.” 

Mallet was on _ bail 
after he attacked two 
Sudanese refugees with a 
sabre a year ago. 


Strep A's 
jab hope 


A VACCINE to prevent 
Strep A could be in sight 
after scientists made a 
research breakthrough. 

Fifteen kids have been 
killed in Britain this year 
by the bacteria which 
causes throat infections, 
scarlet fever and sepsis. 

Vaccines have not 
worked. But scientists in 
Sweden say they have 
discovered an antibody 
that attaches to Strep A 
bacteria, triggering the 
body’s defences. 

Dr Wael Bahnan, of 
Lund University, said: 
“This opens possibilities 
where previous vaccine 
attempts failed. The anti- 
body has the potential to 
protect against infection.” 


Fewer in 
city exit 


ESCAPES to the country 
have slowed, with 20,000 
fewer properties being 
bought outside the capital 
this year than in 2021. 
Londoners bought 81,200 
properties away from the 
city this year, compared 
with 100,540 in 2021, 
They also went for 
smaller properties — with 
a quarter buying homes 
with at least four bed- 
rooms, down from three 
in ten the previous year. 
Buyers are also moving 
farther — typically 34 
miles from __ the city, 
against 32.8 miles in 2021. 
Estate agent Hamptons, 
which compiled the stats, 
said: “2022 signalled the 
return to the office.” 


RUNNING RINGS 


Runner Damian Taylor’s 
girlfriend Faye Timby 
said yes when he pro- 
posed at the end of a fes- 
tive 5k in Southampton. 


Scary Spice Mel 


BDWINA E 


Sent flying . . Edwina 
recovers in hospital 


EDWINA Currie spent 
ten days in_ hospital 
after breaking her hip 
when a runaway dog 


knocked her over. 
The ex-health minister 
was walking her own 
pooch when the 
German shepherd 
lunged at them — 
and sent her flying. 
The 76-year-old said 
she was left with a “totally 
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By ELLIE HENMAN 


TWO become one as Phoenix Brown 


dresses up as mum Scary Spice. 


The 23-year-old wore a leopard print 
crop top and black mini skirt just like 
Mel B, 47, did in the Spice Girls’ video 
for their 1996 hit Say You’ll Be There. 

Model Phoenix told fans_ online: 
“Recreating my mum’s most iconic 
Spice Girls photos from the ’90s.” 


Family snap 


Phoenix & Mel 


EXCLUSIVE 
by ISAAC CROWSON 


needed a replacement operation. 
Former I’m a_ Celeb _ star 
Edwina, who had an affair with 
John Major before he was PM, 
claimed the dog had already 
attacked other pets near her 
home in Whaley Bridge, Derbys. 

She is considering suing for 
£5,000 in costs. 

Edwina told The Sun: “I was 
walking my dog when it came 
bounding over not on a lead 
and sent me flying. 

“Its owner just grabbed it and 


OKEN HIP 


CURRIE ‘MASHED’ 
BY RUNAWAY DOG 


went off. He never asked how I 
was. I was on the floor in 
absolute agony, but he showed 
no remorse. 

“It was the most terrifying 
experience of my life. I was 
numb with pain. 

“It was awful. My hip was left 
totally mashed. I tried to get 
over the fall and hobbled 
around for 12 days.” 

But the pain was so bad she 
had to be admitted as an emer- 
gency to Macclesfield Hospital. 

Her joint had disintegrated 
and she was given the replace- 
ment within eee Now back 
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home, she said of the dog: “It’s 
been in and out of rescue cen- 
tres and it’s unmanageable. 

“It’s a nightmare. It’s caused 
other problems in the area. It is 
owned by a couple and _ has 
pulled its female before and she 
was left with a banged head. 

“I contacted Derbyshire Police 
and now it has to be on a lead 
with a muzzle when outside. 

“Ym thinking about taking 
legal action to get £5,000 back 
that I have had to spend on 
private physio and on care for 
my own dogs.” 

isaac.crowson@the-sun.co.uk 
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Live Happy 
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KIDS’ PLACES” 


even in the school 
summer holidays 


PAY MONTHLY WITH 
A £0 DEPOSIT ~ 


Offers are correct at time of going to print 14/12/2022, *Free kids’ offer applies to new TU! package holiday bookings only, on selected TU! summer 2023 holidays departing between 01/05/23 — 31/10/23, subject to limited availability. Only 1 free kids’ place is available in each selected hotel 
room or selected apartment type with 2 full paying adults. Other children must pay the full brochure price, Excludes flight-only and accommodation-only. “£0 deposit applies to selected new TU! bookings which are 26 weeks or greater from departure when paying by Direct Debit instalments, 
excludes accommodation-only, flight-only bookings and packages booked with a third party flight. Valid on holidays departing from 03/07/23 to 30/04/24, A minimum of 3 Direct Debit payments are required. If you cancel your holiday, you still have to pay the full deposit. The full deposit amounts 
are £200pp for short and mid haul beach, and £250pp for long haul beach. Direct Debit payment is available for online booking only. Offers may be changed or withdrawn at any time, Please see https://www.tui.co.uk/destinations/info/booking-terms-and-conditions, or the relevant brochure 
for booking terms and conditions. Offer is subject to availability and may be amended or withdrawn at any time without notice. All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for the ATOL certificate and check 


to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) are listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.caa.co.uk. TU! is a trading name of TU! UK Limited, a member of TUI Group. Registered 
Office: Wigmore House, Wigmore Lane, Luton, LU2 9TN. Registered in England No: 2830117. ATOL No: 2524, ABTA No; V5126. 


Travel with confidence 


THE cult, word-of-mouth success of 
Claudia Winkleman’s new show The 
Traitors, right, is proof that linear TV is not dead. 
The BBC1 series — featuring 22 strangers 
battling it out in a Scottish castle — has just 
been recommissioned for a second run. 
If you haven't yet, give it a go. 


anything less appealing. 


BAD CALL ... Guardiola 


SHAME 
OF PEP 
TALK... 


IMAGINE the outrage if 
the Lionesses’ manager, 
Sarina Wiegman, 
fat-shamed one of her 
players. 

But, well, it just wouldn’t 
happen because women — 
who already have it bad 
enough in the self-loathing 
stakes — simply wouldn't 
do this to one another. 

So shame on Man City 
boss Pep Guardiola for 
doing exactly that to poor 
Kalvin Phillips. 

Alad who maybe gota 
bit over-excited in the 
build-up to Christmas and 
apparently put on a few 
pounds. 

Said Pep of the England 
star: “He’s not injured. He 
arrived overweight. | don’t 
know [why]. He didn’t 
arrive in the condition to 
do training sessions and 
to play.” 

When asked if it was 
disappointing, he added: 
“It’s a private conversation 
with Kalvin.” 

So private that Pep used 
a press conference to tell 
the world. 

Not cool. 

WELL it’s one way to 

keep the royalties 
going. Cliff Richard 
admits the majority of 
his CD collection is 
made up of, er, Cliff 
Richard. 

“The funny 
thing is the 
artist | have 
bought 
mostis 
me:7 

Every 
little helps, 
eh Cliff? 


TO anyone getting 
through Christmas 
without a loved one for 
the first time, I’m so 
very sorry. 

Speaking about his 
first Christmas, in 2021, 
without late wife Joan 
Washington, Richard E 
Grant shares the pain 
of millions: “That first 
Christmas without her 
was a blessing, knowing 
that she was finally 
released from any further 
suffering, but utterly 
brutal as ours had only 
just properly begun. 

“After 38 years 
together, the prospect of 
Yuletide alone seemed 
unimaginable.” 

Four days before she 
died of cancer, Joan gave 
him one instruction: “Try 
and find a pocketful of 
happiness in each day.” 

Advice we would all do 
well to heed. 
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| LITERALLY cannot think of would want to get naked with 


another human being after eating 


Yet research shows that, and drinking like Henry VIIl on a 
inexplicably, more babies are born _ binge day utterly baffles me. 
on September 26 - exactly nine And, in my case at least, certainly 
months on from Boxing Day—than gives a whole new meaning to 
on any other day. Why ANYONE “pigs in blankets”. 


Kind King has what 


it takes to guide us 


CHRISTMAS is a time for 


peace and goodwill. 

Which is the only possible, 
rational, explanation for Prince 
Andrew’s return to the royal fold 
on Christmas Day. 

Granted, he looked sheepish. 

As he well should. 

This past year has seen the 
Pizza Express-loving prince put 
the an[njus into yet another 
annus horriblis for his long- 
suffering family. 

In March he settled out 

of court with Virginia 
Giuffre, a woman _ who’d 
sued him for sexual abuse, 
claiming Andrew had sex 
with her when she was 17. 
And that she'd been 
trafficked by his good pal, 
the billionaire paedophile 
Jeffrey Epstein. 
In the “Stipulation 
of Dismissal” court 
documents, Andrew 
made no _ admis- 
sion of liability 
and has always 
denied the allegations 
that he _— sexually 
assaulted her on 
three occasions. 

Despite having 
absolutely “no 
recollection of” 
meeting Ms 

Giuffre, en- 

erous Andrew 
nonetheless 
found it in his 
heart to give 
her £12million. 
As one commen- 
tator wryly observed 
on Twitter: “I will 
head to Sandringham 
and grab a selfie with 
Prince Andrew, which he 
will later deny and give me 
£12million.” 

As Andrew, cheeks puffed out 
and head down, shuffled around 
the grounds of the Sandringham 
estate (stopping only to tell a 
woman to stand on a newspaper 
to insulate her feet) this was 
clearly a case of his older brother, 
King Charles, putting family 
before duty. 

With all the fuss and upset 
about Harry and Meghan, the 
couple — and their two beautiful 
children — were notably absent. 

Love them or loathe them, they 
deserved to be in the line-up 
far, far more than the disgraced, 
entitled and unapologetic Prince 
Andrew. 

So it was left to adorable 
Prince Louis, dressed like an 
Edwardian doll, to charm the 
crowds and remind the public 
some royals are still faultless. 

Andrew’s presence was the only 
duff note in the new King’s first 
Christmas Day at the helm. 

But it also plays into Charles’s 
very MO — he is surely the 


SPEECH... 
King Charles Charles’s style. 


out of this merry hell 


wokest, most right-on monarch in 
British history. 

While Henry VIII would have 
had Andy’s head — or quite 
possibly willy — lopped off by 
now, and Richard III would have 
whacked him in the Tower with 
nothing but Fergie for entertain- 
ment, Charles is far, far more 
forgiving. 

Last week, though, he showed 
he isn't afraid to get tough — 
barring his sibling from using 
Buckingham Palace as an office 

space. 


The move, one over- 
whelmingly backed 
by his subjects (us), 
effectively severing 


his final tie to Andy’s 
old, cushty life as a 
working royal. 

To have kicked 
Andrew when he was 
down though, and 
banned him from _ the 
royal procession on 
December 25, isn’t 


In short, he put 
ancestry before optics. 
Many a family can_ relate. 
There’s always a _ black sheep 
somewhere down the __ genetic 
line. 
King Charles’s inaugural 3pm 
speech was pitch perfect. 


In touch with 
his people 


He delivered it with the poise 
and sincerity of a man who has 
grown up with cameras trailing 
is every move. 

And, in it, he paid tribute 
to care-givers: Doctors, nurses, 


paramedics. 

In one of the most controversial 
times in NHS history — with 
strikes brewing and moral debates 
intensifying — he_ gave _ his 
backing to the backbone of our 
society. 


He may never have to choose 
heating over eating, but Charles 
showed himself in touch with his 
people when he acknowledged the 
cost-of-living crisis. 

There was not a scintilla of “let 
them eat cake”. 

He championed community and, 
above all, kindness. 

And, in so doing, King Charles 
proved that, just maybe, he is 
the man to guide us out of this 
merry hell. 

SO I have officially com- 
menced my least impressive 
six days of the year. 

Six days when I live like some 
sort of swamp donkey, eating 
absolutely anything and_ every- 
thing I can get my mucky little 
hooves on, living in athleisure- 
wear (with absolutely no athletics 
going on) and achieve absolutely 
nothing. 

As blissful as it is shameful. 


PURE EVIL ... killer Vlad 


PUTIN’S 
SINFUL 
STRIKES 


WHAT, exactly, does it 
take to turn someone 
from a really, really bad 
man to an out-and-out 
evil one? 

A Christmas Eve 
invasion. 

Vladimir Putin’s crazed 
forces bombarded the 
city of Kherson in 
southern Ukraine with 
the intention — solely, it 
appears - to kill civilians 
(16 so far). 

Not only did the 
Russian monster also 
ignore President 
Zelensky’s offer of an 
olive branch - “This is 
the time when normal 
people think about 
peace, not about 
aggression” — 
itis also a complete 
violation of the Geneva 
conventions, 
distinguishing between 
civilians and 
combatants. 

Putin’s latest war crime 
must not go unpunished. 

It’s also a stark 
reminder of why we must 
continue leading the 
West in helping Ukraine - 
cost-of-living crisis, or 
no cost-of-living crisis. 

Humanity must come 
first. 


Me at Christmas dinner watching 
Sveryone cook and clean while | drink 


ACCORDING to the 

Intellectual Property 
Office, password sharing 
for streaming accounts 
may amount to 
“secondary copyright 
infringement”. 

Millions of us are 
breaking the law by 
giving our loved ones 
access to our Netflix, 
Disney+ and Amazon 
Prime Video apps. 

For months after we 
split, my ex regularly 
hacked into my Netflix 
account and helpfully 
updated my profile 
picture. 

So, at varying times, I'd 
log in to watch The 
Crown, only to see I’d 
been changed into a 
warthog, Cruella De Vil, 
Peppa Pig and Hades, 
God of the underworld. 

Bring it on, IPO. 


14 GPT) Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


Vanished ... Lyla 


Frantic 
hunt for 
athlete’s 
cousin 


By JACOB JAFFA 


A DESPERATE - search 
has been launched for 
the missing cousin of a 
Team GB Olympian. 

Lyla-Jane Lake, 13, 
vanished without trace 
five days ago, leaving her 
family and police con- 
cerned for her wellbeing. 
She is the cousin of 
heptathlete Morgan Lake. 
Her family raised the 
alarm when she _ went 
missing from home on 


Wednesday and _ missed 
the family’s Christmas 
celebrations. 

A search has_ been 
launched in her home 
town of Basingstoke, 


Hampshire, but has failed 
to find any trace of her. 

Former world junior 
champ Morgan, 25, has 
posted online messages 
urging people to contact 
her with information. 

Lyla’s dad Nathan Lake 
said the family were dis- 
traught. He added: “We 
love her and miss her so 
much. None of us have 
had to experience a feel- 
ing like this before.” 


Hospital ... Kathleen 


Death toll 


in Jersey 
flats blast 
rises to 10 


By RYAN PARRY 


A PENSIONER injured in 
an explosion at a_ block 
of flats in Jersey died in 
hospital on Christmas 
Day, becoming the tenth 
victim of the tragedy. 
Kathleen McGinness, 
73, who lived in a next 
door building, was taken 
to hospital after the blast. 
In a statement yester- 
day, Jersey chief of police 
Robin Smith said he was 
“incredibly sad” to con- 
firm another fatality. 


He said: “Kathleen 
passed away in Jersey 
General Hospital on 


Christmas Day. 

“Her family are being 
supported by _ specially 
trained police family liai- 
son officers and my 
thoughts, and the 
thoughts of all of us at 
States of Jersey Police, 
are with them.” 

The explosion, in the 
early hours of December 
10, flattened the flats in 
Pier Road, St Helier. 

The other victims were 
aged from 63 to 73. 


By 
tt FELICITY CROSS 


y} Deputy TV Editor 


AMANDA HOLDEN _ has 
swapped flesh-flashing 
designer gowns for over- 
alls and a hard hat on a 
new TV show in which 
she renovates a crumbling 
home in Sicily. 

But the stylish TV star has 
revealed that even the hardiest of 
protective gear did not dull her 
glamorous shine. 

She said: “Standards don’t need 
to drop when you’re doing DIY, so 
I always wore a lash, I always wore 
lip gloss. 

“I definitely broke a couple of nails. 
I would always get my hands dirty 
anyway. And it was disgusting. 

“We've bashed walls down, we’ve 
taken metalwork off, we've taken 
windows out, we've tiled, we’ve laid 
bricks. 

“I really enjoyed the plastering 
thing and I loved tiling. I was very 
anal about it though. I was really, 
overly sort of fastidious and exacting 
about it.” 

The picture-perfect Britain’s Got 
Talent host has teamed up with 
celebrity best pal Alan Carr to give 
a makeover to a_ derelict house 
they bought under Italy's One Euro 
programme. 

The scheme allows foreigners to 
buy a home for a single euro — 88p — 
to support efforts to repopulate 
Sicily, and the duo’s project was 
filmed for new BBC show Alan 
& Amanda’s Italian Job. 

And comic Alan really rated 
Amanda’s skills. He said: “She had 
this look on her face when she 
smashed a_ wall down with her 
feet... with her head. 

“Started headbutting it, she was so 
angry. And she would never tell me 
who she was thinking of.” 

Amanda added: “I took out a whole 
wall. I was like She-Ra. To be fair, 
every day when we were doing some- 
thing else, we did plan our outfits. 


‘None of my clothes fit’ 


“So if we were going to the vine- 
yard or the groves or going interior 
shopping for fabric, we’ve got frocks 
and fabulous shirts to match. So 
there’s a fashion show there. 

“Alan is really a fashionista. He has 
got an amazing array of shirts. When 
we were doing the kitchen, he turns 
up with a shirt and it’s got peppers 
and apples and tomatoes on it.” 

Alan set the bar high when he 
arrived on day one in a vintage Gucci 
jumpsuit. But the snazzy gear did not 


last long after the pair began 
sampling the local cuisine. 
Amanda said: “We were in_ this 


medieval village and then suddenly 
they had a pasta festival and it’s 
like 4,000 people descended on this 
village. 

“Everywhere had pasta. Everywhere 
had beer. Everywhere. It was just 
everywhere.” 

Alan said: “Even if you’re not into 
travel or DIY but you want to see 
someone slowly getting fat over eight 
weeks, then it’s essential viewing. 

“T said, ‘Amanda, I’m so fat now. 
What am I going to do? None of my 
clothes fit me’. 

“And then the locals say, ‘We're 
having a pasta festival this weekend’. 
I was like, ‘F*** my life’. My shorts 
split when I was testing out a bidet 
and I was basically lunging.” 

The pair flew back and forth to 
Italy during the summer to fit the 
renovation work around their busy 
showbiz lives. 

But the demanding schedule came 
at the right time for Alan, who had 
split from Paul Drayton, his partner 
of 13 years, earlier in 2022 after three 
years of marriage. 

So Amanda reckoned the project 
became a “mind makeover” for Alan. 

She said: “I think it’s good he was 
busy. It did help. 

“Alan is a really breezy, positive, 
upbeat person. He doesn’t believe in 
dwelling on anything. 

“We're not going to just spiral on 
anything — you're very matter-of-fact 
and onwards and upwards. 

“But I think it was brilliant that he 
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had a busy mind so that he could 
just think about plastering rather 
than Paul.” 

Alan said: “Yeah, no moping. Yeah, 
plastering, yeah.” 

Being away even meant the chance 
of a holiday romance. 

Alan went on: “Amanda would keep 
trying to get me a _ nice Italian 
boyfriend. It didn’t really matter what 
age, or whether they had any teeth, 
no one was off limits. Who doesn’t 
like a holiday romance? 

“If our eyes locked over a massive 
bowl of pasta, like Lady And The 
Tramp, who’s to say? 

“But I mean, Amanda was always 
trying to get me someone. 

“We went to this flea market, I’m 
trying to decorate the bedroom and 


CELEBRITY PALS ON GRAF 


she brings over this man — ‘Alan, he’s 
single, he’s single’. Single, but he 
clearly was straight and fancied her. 
So I was getting Amanda’s seconds.” 

Instead the pair threw themselves 
into a real labour of love — the house. 

With a budget of 100,000 euros they 
worked with local tradespeople to 
transform the property, which has 
now been sold to raise funds for 
Children In Need. 

Alan went on: “This is the one 
thing I want to get across — we did 
get our hands dirty. 

“I know there’s a lot of cynical 
people, like, ‘Oh, bloody celebrities’, 
but I mean, we were there almost all 
the time, in 36C heat. 

“And on heat. And when you’re on 
heat as well, if you’re horny, it’s 


HIS ’N’ HERS 
.-. Alan and 
Amanda in 

matching gear 


particularly really tough.” The 
duo reckon the resulting TV 


show, an eight-part 


series 


that begins on January 6, 
will show viewers a whole 


new side to them. 


Amanda said: “It’s the ¥ 


closest thing to a reality 


show I’ve ever done. 
“It feels like The 
Only Way Is Sicily. 
“There’s stuff that we 
did when we forget 
that it’s being recorded, 
so it’s the most ‘me’. 
“There’s lots of jokes 
in there that we know 
they’ve kept in.” 
Alan added: 
fully we 


“Hope- 
won't get 


y 


AMANDA: 

‘lf we were going 

to the vineyard or 
going shopping 

for fabric, we had 


frocks and fabulous 


shirts to match. 
Alan is really a 
fashionista’ 


cancelled! We just filmed 
all the time so I think this 

/ is probably the show you get 

the most me. 

7 “There’s tears, there’s laugh- 

/ ter, there’s stuff like that. And 
you can’t fake that.” 
The One Euro home-buying 
) scheme is not restricted to Italy, 
with similar projects in Portugal, 
Croatia, France and Japan. 

If the series takes off, Amanda 
and Alan are already gagging to 
pull off another miracle makeover 
— this time on a Greek taverna. 
Amanda said: “It would be 

like Fawlty Towers. A coachload of 
people turning up, me and Alan 
there to make your bed, cook your 
breakfast. Mandy and Alan’s B&B, 


ITALIAN JOB 


... the pals 
are dressed 
for hard graft 


‘Amanda had this 
look on her face 
when she smashed a 
wall down...she was 
so angry. And she 
would never tell 
me who she was 
thinking of? 


cays AMANDA HOLDEN 


from Greece, though. We could 
re-enact the whole of Mamma Mia! 

“T think we’d both love to do a 
second series. It just depends 
whether it works, whether it’s liked 
and if we can do it. 

“It’s a really hopeful, warm, 
joyous half hour and at the end of 
each half hour, there is a room 
completed and done.” 


‘How bad can it be?’ 


Alan added: “I think it’s perfect 
January telly. I mean, we're all 
probably still going to be hung 
over from New Year’s Eve and just 
sitting there. It’s visual Berocca.” 

The pals first dreamed up the 
show while they were filming an 
episode of ITV’s family tree docu- 


mentary DNA _ Journeys, having 
read earlier about the Sicily One 
Euro scheme. 


Amanda took the plunge and 
bought two next-door properties 
after seeing a simple black and 


white photo online. 

In the first episode, the pals see 
the houses for the first time. 

Alan said: “We thought, ‘How 
bad can it be? If it’s worth less 
than a euro by the time we finish 
the project, something’s gone very 
wrong’. 

“Then we arrived and it had 
squatters in it. There was human 
excrement up the walls. 

“Mattresses, clothes, and _ the 
smell...” Amanda added: “There 
were rats and hundreds of flies.” 


Then after intense work clearing 
out the buildings, some serious 
structural issues arose. 

The seismic reinforcement mesh 
that is used in Italian buildings 
to offer more support during 
earthquakes had begun to rust. 

Amanda said: “It started pulling 
the house down because it was 
eating into the walls, and it was 
horrific. 

“And you could literally snap it 
off, and the whole building could 
have collapsed.” 

The house now belongs to a 
lucky new owner, and the duo say 
the project also completely over- 
hauled their friendship. 

Alan added: “We are friends but 
before, we’d meet every month 


LOTS TO SEA 
=. taking time 
off for some 
stylish relaxing 
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GIGGLES ON HOME RENOVATION SHO 


or ring every fortnight and have 
dinner. But now, since we’ve done 
this, I feel like she’s just become 
an even better friend. 


“So we phone every day, text 
every day.” 

Amanda added with a_ laugh: 
“Poor Alan. I was in his area 
yesterday and I’m like, ‘I’ve just 
dropped my daughter off at school. 


I’m coming over’. 

“And I go round, no word of a 
lie, he’s got all his washing drying 
on a clothes horse in the back 
garden, he’s got his socks on and 
the telly is on pause. 

“We're in his house whether he 
wants it or not.” 


@ Amanda & Alan’s Italian Job begins 
on January 6 at 8.30pm on BBC One. 
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Instagram: @sunsavers 


HE FAMILY,EN 
BEEAMI 


BS 


sunsavers.co.uk 


GAME FOR A 
LAUGH... 

create your 
own family 
talent show 


WANT to bring the party for 
New Year’s Eve? The Sony 
XG300 X-Series portable 
wireless speaker was £219, 
now £169 at sony.co.uk. 
SAVE: £50 


DRY your new clothes ona 
triple-tier John Lewis airer, 
above, for £28. Or pop to 
Aldi, where the laundry and 
cleaning event starts today 
and this drying rack, below, is 


£14.99. 
SAVE: £13.01 


UPGRADE your scent to 
L'lmperatrice by Dolce & 
Gabbana, RRP £46, now £16 
at thefragranceshop.co.uk. 
SAVE: £30 


aii \ . A 


HOST A MOVIE NIGHT: At this time of 
year, the big channels all compete for 
our attention — so check out your TV 
guide and gather the family together to 
watch a favourite film. 

Microwave a bowl of popcorn, pour 
the drinks and turn off the lights to rec- 
reate that cinema vibe, then get settled 


GET CRAFTY: Grab the glitter glue, 
paper and stickers for a morning mak- 
ing thank you cards. Or, with the King’s 
Coronation coming in 2023, get kids to 
make their own New Year tiara or 
crown. At youtube.com/@redtedart, 

you will find a free print-at- 
home, colour and cut-out paper 

crown tutorial. 


SPLASHING the cash on festive 
celebrations leaves us looking 
for fun on a budget in the 
days between Christmas 
and New Year. 


Known as Twixmas, it’s the 


What’s 


new? 


STOCK up on bathroom goodies 
in facethefuture.co.uk’s sale. Get 


season to save your pennies — 
so try these low-cost family 
activities. 
FAMILIES GOT TALENT: Add 
drama to your day with a 
talent show. Download the 
free Ultimate Buzzer app on 
your phone, give everyone 
time to work on their act and 
make one person a judge. Just 
don’t go full Simon Cowell — 
no one wants kids crying into 
their festive leftovers. 


30 per cent off ESPA gift sets, 33 per 
cent off the Hairburst range and 25 
per cent off top skincare by Natura 
Bisse. 


your 
code 


YOUR CODE 


Need help with Sun Savers? Email help@thesun.co.uk 


unique 
18+ UK only (excludes Isle of Man & a 


Islands), Multiple code collect. 
See full T&Cs at sunsavers.co.uk/terms 


down for an evening of fun. 

TRY A TREASURE TRAIL: Too cold to go 
outside? Collect any leftover Christmas 
chocolates as the treasure and plant 
them around the house. Parents can 
sketch clues or come up with riddles 
and then help children figure them out. 
PITCH UP FOR PANTO: Panto is just for 
Christmas, right? Oh no it isn’t. Most 
shows run well into the new year and 
there are several matinees, some with 
great last-minute prices. Check with 


your local theatre to see what’s available. 


250 


PRIZES TO 


GO ON AN ADVENTURE: Kids 
still just love going to the 
park. But make a day of it by 
choosing somewhere - slightly 
further away or in a different 
area. Take a picnic lunch and 
then treat the family to dinner 
at an Asda cafe, where kids 
eat for £1. 

@All prices on page correct at time 


of going to press. Deals and offers 


= 


subject to availability. 


BE WON 


IS YOUR CODE 
WORTH £100? 


HITTING the online sales 
today? Combine your orders 
with those of family and friends to 
take advantage pee ] 
of the many 3 St i | | | 
minimum- 
spend, an) ¢ 
freedelivery —# 
deals. ’ 


PICK up a bundle of new 
moisture-wicking pants at 
modibodi.co.uk and get up to 
50 per cent off. This five-pack 
was £56, now £28. 

SAVE: £28 


RIGHT 
NOW 


STUDENTS should sign 
up to myunidays.com. 
According to arecent 

poll by uswitch.com, it’s 
the most popular site 

for deals and offers. 
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‘Bill ruse’ | DAD WITH 12 WIVES CALLS A HALT 


£2bn pot 


ENERGY firms are 
hoarding almost £2billion 
of hard-pressed custom- 
ers’ cash, it was reported 
last night. 

A probe by The Daily 
Telegraph found suppliers 
increasing direct debit 
payments even when cus- 
tomers are thousands of 
pounds in credit. 

Some firms were said 
to see it as a cheap 
source of finance. 

The ruse comes despite 
bills almost doubling in a 
year to an average £2,500. 

Christine Farnish, a 
former board member of 
watchdog Ofgen, said it 
should not allow the 
firms to “use advance 
payments to fund their 
own businesses”. 


Tot kicks 
decoded 


BABIES” kick in _ the 
womb to help them 
develop control of their 
bodies, a study shows. 
The apparently random 
movements help to switch 
on motor skills both 
before and after birth. 
The findings are from 
researchers who recorded 
the movements of 12 
newborns and ten infants 
aged about three months. 
They found patterns of 
muscle interaction devel- 
oped based on behaviour. 
The research in Japan 
could help with spinal 
injuries and _ conditions 
such as multiple sclerosis. 
Dr Hoshinori Kanazawa 
said: “Babies are not just 
repeating the same action 
but a variety of actions.” 


? 


By CHRIS POLLARD 


A FARMER who has 
102 children and 568 
grandchildren has 
asked his 12 wives 


to go on the Pill. 

Musa _ Hasahya, _ 67, 

has finally decided to 
stop growing his 
~ family as they can 
barely afford to eat. 
He_ said: “My income 
_has become lower and 
lower over the years due 
to the rising cost of living 
and my family has become 
bigger and bigger. 

‘I married one woman after 
another. How can a man be 
satisfied with one woman? 
“All my wives live together 
in the same house. 

“It’s easy for me to monitor 
them and also stop them 
eloping with other men in 
this village.” 

His youngest wife, Zulaika, 
mother of 11 of his children, 
said: “I’m not having any 
more children. 

“T’ve seen the bad financial 
situation and am now taking 
the birth control pill.” 

Musa and his family live in 
Lusaka in Uganda — where 
polygamy is legal. 

But contraceptives are con- 
troversial there and _ often 
linked to promiscuity. 

About a third of Musa’s 
children live with him on his 
farm. 

His youngest is six, his 
oldest is 51 — about 20 years 
older than Zulaika. 

He can no longer work 
because of ill-health and 
two of his wives have left 
because of the financial 
pressures. 
c.pollard@the-sun.co.uk 
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In-store | Online | 0800089 0702 


Representative Duration of Upfront Cost Monthly Device Credit Total Amount Interest. Rate Representative Device Cash Price Airtime Plan today | Airtime Plan April 2023- | Airtime Plan April 2024 - 
Example Agreement pI Payment Amount Payable APR to March 2023 March 2024 March 2025 
Samsung £22 + RPI announced Price A + RPI 

Galaxy 2 Flip4 | 36 Months | £30 | £11.91 | £428.76 | £458.76 | 0% | 0% | £458.76 | £22 | in Feb 2023 = Price A announced in Feb 2024 


*Each year your Airtime Plan will be increased by the Retail Price Index (RPI) rate of inflation announced in February plus 3.9%. If RPI is negative, we'll only apply the 3.9%. You'll see this increase on your April 2022 bill onwards. See 02.co.uk/prices. £32.69 Device Plan for 36 
months and £18 monthly rolling Airtime Plan. Cashback: Samsung Electronics (UK) Limited. UK, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Republic of Ireland residents aged 18+ or a business registered within the same. Participants who purchase Promotion Products between 01.12.22 — 20.12.22 from Participating 
Retailers are eligible to claim a cashback reward paid via bank transfer. Claims must be submitted within sixty (60) days from the date of purchase, the date of purchase counts as day 1. Claims must only be made by the end user customer. Maximum 4 claims per household and 50 per registered business 
during the Promotion Period). See https://samsungpromotions.claims/20_days_of_christmas to claim and for full T&Cs.02 Recycle, get up to £440.24: Purchase the Samsung Galaxy Z Flip4 or Samsung Galaxy Z Fold4 directly from 02 between 06.10.22 and 28.12.22 and trade in your old device with 02 
Recycle to claim up to £440.24, £440.24 consists of £250 enhanced recycle value and £190,24 trade in value. £190.24 trade in value based on payable amount on all traded in Samsung mobile devices between Dec 2020 and Nov 2021, 02 Recycle: Your device must pass our checklist. The value of your 
trade in will depend on the model and condition. Terms apply see 02.co.uk/termsandconditions/mobile/o2recycle. 02 Refresh custom plans: Direct purchases only. Pay the cash price for your device or spread the cost over 3 to 36 months (excludes selected pocket hotspot and dongles). The device cost 
will be the same whatever you choose. There may be an upfront cost. You need a monthly rolling Airtime Plan as long as you have a Device Plan. Pay off your Device Plan at any time and you can choose to keep your Airtime Plan, upgrade or leave. If your Airtime Plan ends for any reason you will need 
to pay your Device Plan in full. Devices subject to availability. 0% APR. Finance subject to status and credit checks. 18+. Direct Debit. Credit provided by Telefonica UK Ltd, SL1 4DX. Telefonica UK is authorised and regulated by the FCA for consumer credit and insurance. Terms apply, see o2.co.uk/terms 


18 Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


Party 
approved. 


for the facts drinkaware.co.uk 18+ 
Serving suggestion. Delivery charges may apply. 
Subject to availability. 


Puppet star ... Sooty 


Flats OK 
for site of 


museum 
to Sooty 


By PAUL SIMS 


A FORMER tourist 
attraction dedicated to 
TV character Sooty is to 
be converted into flats. 


Sooty’s Wonderful 
World, a museum all 
about the silent yellow 


puppet, opened in Wind- 
mill Manor in 1987. 

It featured old props 
and screens for fans to 
watch classic episodes. 

After it closed, the 
Grade II building, dating 
from about 1870 and pre- 
viously used as a school, 
was converted into offices. 

Now, an application to 
turn the manor in Ship- 
ley, West Yorks, into 21 
flats has been approved 
by Bradford council. 

The plans, by Monsoon 
Developments, also 
include 33 parking spaces 
and an additional home 
in the former _ on-site 
school master’s house. 

Planning officials said: 
“The site is no longer 
suitable for business 
use and the alternative 
residential is acceptable 
in principle.” 


Seann... with Grace 


Seann’s 
Celeb fee 


spent on 
nursery 


By SCARLET HOWES 


COMEDIAN Seann Walsh 
has spent his I’m A 
Celebrity fee on a nursery 
for his forthcoming baby. 


His partner, Grace 
Adderley, 30, is due to 
have their first child in 
February. 


And the 37-year-old — 
voted out of the jungle 
last month — revealed he 
used his ITV appearance 
money to redecorate his 
ground-floor flat. 

He said: “Where do you 
think that jungle dollar’s 
gone — those dingo dol- 
lars? Refurbing the flat 
and turning it round so 
there’s a nursery now.” 

Seann said the couple 
had chosen not to find 
out if they were having a 
boy or a girl. 

He told the Parenting 
Hell podcast: “It’s a 
strange colour. Grace 
thinks it’s lavender but I 
think it’s grey.” 

Told that grey was 
calming, he added: 
“That’s what she’s trying 
to do — trying to make it 
very calming.” 
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By ELLIE HENMAN 


THE Rooneys starred in their own 
match of the day yesterday — 
posing in PJs hours after the 
Vardy family had done the same. 
DC United boss Wayne, 37, and 
sons Kai, 13, Klay, nine, Kit, six 
and Cass, four, reigned in rein- 
deer outfits, left, but Coleen, 36, 
was missing from the festive pic. 
Her Wagatha Christie rival, Reb- 
ekah Vardy, had celebrated in tar- 
tan clobber with her family, top. 
Meanwhile, ex-Man Utd ace Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo had a revvy happy 
Christmas — getting a £240,000 
Rolls-Royce Dawn from girlfriend 
Georgina Rodriguez, below. 


MEANWHILE,IT'S A 


RONDERFUL LIFE. ~~ 
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GRIMBO DAY VET 
DASH FOR DJ NICK 


Relief... Pig and 
net. Nick, right 


EXCLUSIVE 
by SARAH RIDLEY 


FORMER Radio 1 pre- 
senter Nick Grimshaw 
rushed his dog to an 
emergency vet = on 
Christmas Day — 
after it ate the net- 
ting off a turkey. 

The  ex-Break- 

fast show host, 

38, found bull 

terrier Pig had 
scoffed the pack- 
aging on a bin raid. 

i} So, at 9pm he 

’ whisked the black and 


white pooch to a 24-hour 
animal hospital where Pig 
had to have his stomach 
contents pumped out. 

A source said: “Nick was 
clearly really concerned. 

“What a _ nightmare on 
Christmas Day but thank- 
fully Pig fully recovered. 

“Nick was in the waiting 
room chatting to other own- 
ers for around half an hour 
until they told him Pig 
could go home. Clearly, Pig 
is very aptly named!” 

Nick was joined at the 
vets’ in Whitefield, Gtr Man- 


eats turkey net 


had five calls on Christmas 
Day from owners after their 
pets had scoffed Christmas 
treats, including mince pies 
and chocolate, which are 
poisonous to dogs. 

The star shared a snap of 
the dog looking very sorry 
for himself as the vet held 
up the pink netting. 

But after returning home, 
Nick posted a picture of Pig 
begging fiancé Mesh for 
food, adding: “Already back 
on the prowl.” 

In April, Nick revealed his 
engagement to long-term 
boyfriend Mesh on_ social 
media, posting: “And in gay 
news this evening...got pro- 
posed to, said yes obvs.” 

sarah.ridley@the-sun.co.uk 


chester, by his niece Liv, 
who stars alongside him on 
Celebrity Gogglebox, and his 
fiancé Meshach Henry, 25. 

The TV _ presenter, who 
lives with dancer Mesh in 
North London, was origi- 
nally from Oldham. 

Animal lover Nick, who 
also has a black pug, has 
owned Pig since about 2015. 

He posted = on __ social 
media: “Pig ate the net off 
the turkey out of the bin. 
Just here for a quick Christ- 
mas Day stomach pump.” 

The vet told him they had 
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Dermot: My SpongeBob 
job left me feeling Pants 


DERMOT KENNEDY is flying high with 
two Not albums and an arena tour which 
is quickly selling out. 

But the Irish star has confessed 
things weren’t always as promising, 
because he once worked as a Sponge- 
Bob SquarePants impersonator. 

Dermot, /eft, explained: “I worked all 
the silly jobs in the world to support 
myself. The best one was when | 
dressed up as SpongeBob. | was 

about 22, | wasn’t like 12. 

“| went into SuperValu, which 

is essentially like Tesco, and | 

handed out balloons for 

about ten hours as Sponge- 

, Bob. | was in a costume which 
wii was exactly the width of the 
aisles, so if you didn't get it right 

you were just knocking stuff off. 


ssipf 


And then you'd have to pick it up as 
SpongeBob. So every mistake you make, 
you're still SpongeBob, so everything 
looks funnier.” 

While Dermot can have a good laugh 
about it now, he admitted it was horrible 
at the time. 

He said: “It’s so bad in there. Sponge- 


Bob was just fabric and it was brutal. The 


eyes in those costumes - you can’t see 
out of them. It was distressing.” 
But on the Straight Up podcast, 
Z, he said he didn’t mind doing jobs 
{ like that as he was convinced he 
would make it in music. 
Asked if he always had confi- 
dence in where his voice would take 
him, the Kiss Me singer added: “Yes. | 
) would have stopped otherwise. I’m 30 
and I’ve been doing it since | was 16.” 
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Garbage | 


GARBAGE are already 
working on a follow-up to 
their 2021 album No Gods 
No Masters. 

Singer SHIRLEY 
MANSON said: “We started 
our eighth studio record a 
few weeks ago. We all still 
feel really excited when we 
get to make another record. 

“lwas so proud of No 
Gods No Masters and! 
still am. | knew when 
we finished it that 
this is really good, 
we've made 
something really, 
really good. 


up is abit ofa 
conundrum in a way. 

“Musically | know we'll 
never run out of ideas. 

“We get into the studio 
together and we jam and 
melodies come out and 
scraps of lyrics come out at 
the same time.” 

She added on the Kyle 
Meredith With podcast: “I 
have a feeling in my gut of 
things | want to talk about. 

“Every time | do arecord 
I'm like, ‘What is it you want 
to say? These are things you 
want to get off your chest 
before you die’. 

“To get that out of your 
core is so thrilling. You feel 
like, ‘Wow, oh my God, I've 
really touched on something 
here that I’ve wanted to get 
off my chest for so long’.” 


zd 
Adele 
pines 

for wine 


SHE might be one of the 
biggest superstars on the 
planet but ADELE, above, is 
Just like us. 

The Someone Like You 
singer said she would be 
hitting the bottle as soon as 
she wrapped her final 
Weekends With Adele 
performance before the 
Christmas hols. 

She said: “I’m going to 
have a white wine as soon as 
I step off stage. 

“If | have one now | will 
forget my lyrics and take my 
bra off or something. 

“lim going to get drunk for 
the first time in months.” 

| hope the festive 
hangover isn’t too bad, 
Adele. 


THE WORLD’S BEST 
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SHOWBIZ COLUMN 
SIMON BOYLE’S 


Email: 
simon.boyle 


@the-sun.co.uk SAM SMITH is 


riding into the New 

Year in style. 

The Unholy singer posed 
on a moped with a pal as 
they soaked up the sunshine 
in Thailand. 

Sam revealed they had left 
the UK for a festive trip on 
Christmas Day by posing on 

the beach in a pair of animal 

print pants. 
Sam has definitely got 
the right idea. 


Twitter: 
@simonboyle87 


MY TEAM 
Howell Davies 
Ellie Henman 

Jack Hardwick 
Emily Webber 


COWELL: AISL 
DO IT MY WAY | 


2013, to stop it getting out of control. He has 

a busy year coming up, with particular focus 
on his new project, StemDrop. 

The songwriting platform 

@ invites wannabe musicians 

to send in their songs, with 

Swedish producer MAX 

MARTIN helping Simon to 

try to find the next big 


HE was due to get married in London over 
the summer but SIMON COWELL now 
has other plans. 

At the time | told how the music 
mogul had pencilled in plans to wed 
fiancée Lauren Silverman in the 
capital in front of a handful of their 
family and friends. 

But Simon has revealed that 


the idea has gone out of the 
window and the pair have 
since decided not to plan 
anything to do with their big 
day. Instead, they intend to 


pop star. 


And it turns out the 
idea has been hugely 


popular. 


Simon tells me: 


“We have had 

two million sub- 

missions and now 

somehow we have to work 
it out. 

“So it’s definitely started 
and it is going great. 

“We want to help young 
artists get a great song to 
co-record. 

“| have already heard 
some early versions and 
they are amazing. 
Absolutely amazing.” 


marry at the drop of a hat. 

In an exclusive chat, 
Simon said: “I like to make 
everything spontaneous, and 
doing that will make it a lot 
more fun. 

“| don’t think we'll be getting 
married in Las Vegas, but 
whatever we do will definitely 
be fun.” 

Simon previously took 
over the specifics of the 
proceedings from Lauren, 
who he started dating in 


FEELING A BIT 
OF, LIAM? 


He hires entire top terrace of 
swanky club for boozy Xmas 


( 
<a 


THEY say a leopard 

4 never changes __ its 

* spots, and neither does 

KIM KARDASHIAN. 

The reality star turned 
business mogul posed in 
an animal print outfit - 
complete with bustier and 
thigh-high boots - as she 
enjoyed the festivities with 
her famous family. 

Kim spent the day with 
her four children from her 
marriage to rapper KANYE 
WEST and her siblings 
KHLOE and KOURTNEY 
and KENDALL and KYLIE 
JENNER. 

Each year the family 
throws an_ over-the-top 
bash and this year was no 
exception — with Kourtney 
creating a fantasy world 
within her LA home for 
almost 100 guests. 

SIA put on the entertain- 
ment in the evening 
she performed a duet with 
Kim’s eldest daughter 
North - with the pair 
singing her 2017 song 
Snowman. 

It is all totally ridiculous 
and over the top, but | 
would not turn down 
an invite if one landed on 
my desk. 


LIAM GALLAGHER celebrated 
Christmas Day in style with his 
fiancée Debbie Gwyther. 

The former OASIS rocker hired the 
rooftop at London private members’ 


club The Ned for a _ boozy 
festive knees-up with his 


nearest and dearest. 

And to make sure they 
were suitably well oiled, 
insiders told me The 
Ned called in extra 
kegs of Guinness and 
bottles of port. 

A source _ said: 
“Liam and Debbie 
invited their clos- 
est family and 
friends to cele- 
brate with them, 
and the drinks 
flowed non-stop. 

“The party 
organisers called 


wy 


in extra supplies of booze 


as there 


was a concern 
they could run dry. 
“Liam’s kids were with 
so he and 
their 


their mums 
Debbie really let 
hair down. 

“They spent the whole 
day on the _ rooftop 
by the heated _ pool, 
where they drank and 
played music. 

“Afterwards they had 
Christmas dinner there 
too, with all the 
trimmings. 

“There would definitely 


have been heads on 
Boxing Day.” 

I completely understand _ that 
feeling. What is Christmas if you 
don’t need a couple of Nurofen the 
next day? 

It was a good end of the year for 
Liam, who revealed in April that he 
was living with chronic pain due to 
his dodgy hips. 

The Roll With It star added that 
he needed a double hip replacement 
to fix the problem which he said left 
him crippled with pain. 

Liam said: “My hips are f***ed, I’ve 
got arthritis, bad. 

“I went to get it checked out and 


some sore 


my bones are mashed up. The lady 
was going, ‘Oh, you might need a 
hip operation, a replacement’. 

“When the weather’s cold, my hips 
are like snap, crackle and pop. I 
need warmth. 

“I can't sleep at night for the pain, 
tossing and turning. So I’m on 
herbal sleeping tablets and they’ve 
saved my life. One of them, seven 
hours out, no pain, nothing. 

“My new thing is Deep Heat. 
Caked myself in it on the knees and 
hips, the calves, then into the steam 
room for as long as I can handle it.” 

I’m sure lashings of Christmas port 
would have helped ease the pain too. 
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WORKING FROM 
CLONE AVATARS 


STAFF working from home will 
soon be virtually back in the 
office — by using a_ robotic 
version of themselves. 

Engineers have designed high-tech 
avatars which can nod, turn their 
heads 360 degrees and communicate 
with colleagues who are on-site. 

Staff can control the bots via their 
phone or laptop while kicking 
back from wherever they choose. 


EXCLUSIVE by MARC WALKER 


stay connected with office-based col- 
leagues, reduce stress, boost hybrid 
communication and even let them 
chat casually with workmates. 

The Kyoto-based tech giant said: 
“Remote workers have difficulty par- 


r 3) ticipating in casual office conversa- 


« tions, which can lead them to feel 


overlooked by colleagues con- 


Users can even adjust their necting with each other in a 
droid to increase its height by @) physical location. — 
six inches to get on eye level . Likewise, on-site colleagues 


may feel isolated from remote 


with co-workers. 
workers who miss important 


Japanese electronics company <== 

Kyocera. said its automatons social cues in conversation. 

would help remote workers | = Kyocera’s new __ physical 
- avatar provides an _ in-office 


Office presence ... droid physical representation.” 


Pizza per 
day fans 


ONE in ten people eat 
pizza every day — and 
pensioners are the big- 
gest fans, a poll suggests. 
Most either have a cou- 
ple of slices at lunchtime 
or a whole one for dinner. 
One in six over-65s are 
most likely to eat a daily 
pizza, the poll by delivery 
company Foodhub shows. 
People from Yorkshire & 
Humber are the biggest 
pizza fans, with those in 
the South West the least 
likely to eat it every day. 


TOOTH WILL OUT 


Police are checking DNA 
on false teeth dropped by 
a burglar at a house in 
Sankt Augustin, Germany. 


UK Government 


Turning your boiler 


up to £100 a year 


That’s 30 seconds well spent 
Visit gov.uk/saveenergy 


Scan for energy-savi 
tips that could save you 
hundreds of pounds. 


flow temperature down 
to 60° could save you 


Help for 
Households 


READY-MIXED PARTY 


A WINE bottle-sized ready- 
mixed cocktail made with 3% 
concentrated passion fruit 
juice, sugar syrup, natural 
flavours and vodka. The 
bright colour in the glass 
was rather alarming, and 
the passion fruit taste 
was artificial and not very 
intense, but there's a nice a 
fruity flavour and it’s not Gast 
too boozy at 4%, so you |B 
won't peak too early. -. 
More like a slightly alco- 

holic glass of squash 

than a martini, but it’s 
sweet and bearable to 

drink. A great price so 

you could afford to 


stock up on a few Passion 


bottles to pass round at FRUIT 
your party. Top up with 
it 


prosecco and 
2) goes even further. 


——s 


INITIALLY | wasn’t sure about the addi- 
tion of rhubarb to a classic 1990s favour- 
ite vodka Cosmo, but this sophisticated 
pre-made tipple proved me wrong. Top 
quality and really delicious, it was made 
with Icelandic vodka, a smudge of tangy 
rhubarb, sharp fruity blood 
orange and zingy fresh a | 
lime. You could have been 
served this in your favourite 
speakeasy. Pricier than 
some, so better for an 
intimate New Year night 
in, sharing with a 
couple of friends. It’s 
worth splashing out 
on as a treat. Chill for 
two hours _ before 
serving or, even better, 
decant from the 
freezer over crushed 
ice with a squeeze of 
fresh_ lime. It’s 


25% ABV so 
glug carefully! 


WMiDHS BOTTLE 


CLOSE your eyes and you 
really could be seeing in the 
New Year on a Caribbean 
beach with this delicious dai- 


rum, strawberry puree and 
tangy lime, it is perfectly 
balanced with 10% booze, 
extremely moreish and 
slips down __ perfectly. 
There’s also a hint of chilli 
on glugging, which | 
loved — ideal to stop the 
sweet berry fruit from 
being overpowering and 
becoming too sickly. You 
could serve this as it 
comes, over ice or dilute 
with lemonade and add 
some fruit to make a 
pitcher of delicious party 
punch. It is good value 
for what's in the 


‘es 5 a bottle. 


ACITRUSY, ready-made classic Martini 


cocktail with a twist, from 


pleaser. With 17.5% London 


quiri. Made with good quality 9y 


Marks & Spencer that would 
be a perfect party crowd- G 


dry gin, fruity clementines, 
spices and vibrant blood 
orange, | liked the additional 
lovely hints of ginger and 
vanilla when you sip. It 
was sweeter than | 
anticipated, but that 
didn’t spoil my ra. 16 | 
ment on drinking. I'd 
be delighted to see in 
the New Year with a 
cocktail glass of this, 
served neat with a 
wedge of orange. You cM 
could elevate it even 
further by — serving pe 
in flutes and adding 
some fizz. It 


DUE 


— 


mt 
5s A 


comes in lovely |" 
packaging too. a 


Tails Rum Daiquiri, 
500nil, £15 
tesco.com 


SLIGHTLY more expensive for asmaller 
bottle, but this pre-mixed tipple did 
well on delivering the just-made taste 
you would get in a cocktail bar. 
Created with only two ingredients — 
Bacardi rum and lime juice from con- 
centrate — the minimal mix means you 
get a clean, sharp, refresh- 
ing and rather potent 
daiquiri with 14.9% alco- 
hol. It’s ready to go simply 
slugged over a glass of ice 
and garnished with a 
twist of fresh lime. It’s 
so easy to serve up 
to friends, and you 
could easily fool 
them it was freshly 
made. It is not the 
cheapest so it might 
be better saved for 
gatherings with a 

smaller number 

% of people. 


Funkin’ Cocktails Salted 
Caramel Espresso Martini, 
700ml, £7.49 morrisons.com 


THE classic —_rev-you-up 
espresso martini - cold 
espresso, coffee liqueur and 
vodka — is elevated even 
further in this pre-mixed 
offering with the addition of 
salted caramel flavours 
and a touch of chilli. | 
love an espresso martini, 
but | was concerned 
that the salted caramel 
would make this a less 
grown up and sugary 
version — but | needn't 
have worried as it deliv- 
ered a_ well-balanced 
coffee flavour with a lick of 
salty sugar and a nice 
warmth. Top quality taste 
and a lovely aroma that 
just makes you want to 
dive in and drink. And it 
aw gives a_ decent 
> kick at 10%. 


ASTENDER E 


SHEED CARAMEL 
ESPRESSO 


o 
AS We raise a glass to see in the New 
Year, what will be your pick of the sips 


to start 2023? - 


Premixed cocktails Gre the perfect 
tipple for thirsty partygoers, giving a 
bartender experience to be enjoyed af 


home with no faffing around. And 
they'll definitely help get the party 


started as the next year approaches: 7 
LAURA STOTT tasted an off-the-shelf 


mixologist selection and gave her 


rating out for five for taste and value. | 


Extra Special Passion Fruit 
Martini, 70cl, £8 
asda.com 


ALMOST double the price of 
Sainsbury's rival pre-made 
passion fruit martini, but this 
offering from Asda edges it in 
terms of a more authentic 
cocktail bar look and taste. 
Made with smooth triple 
distilled vodka and passion 
fruit juice, it was very 
fruity without being 
overly saccharine, and 
had enjoyable hints of 
vanilla and chilli to top 
up the flavours. Boozier 
at 10% ABV and very 
gluggable, you could 
dilute this with soda or 
lemonade to make it 
go further if you’ve got 
a big party planned, or 
serve with a shot of 
prosecco on the side 
_ to transform _ it 
into a Porn Star 
Martini. 


) Laura sips 
) a cocktail 


Aldi Infusionist Blood 
Orange Negroni, 50cl, £9.99 
Aldi stores 


THIS is quite a pricey pre-mixer from the 

usually low-cost Aldi, at £9.99 for just 

50cl, so | was anticipating a 

quality cocktail-bar standard 

tipple — and it definitely deliv- © 

ered. A classic bittersweet 

negroni is usually crafted 

from gin, vermouth and 

Campari. This one has added 

blood orange flavour, but 

the taste and colour are 

very authentic. A lovely 

cherry red colour in the 

glass, nicely tart and 

well balanced between 

sweet and sharp. Very 

grown-up and potent at | 

20% ABV - just a few 

sips made me heady, so 

it may be best to stick 

to drinking this as an 

aperitif! Stir well and 
serve with ice and 

tan orange slice or 

4") spiral of peel. 


NEGROWI 


POLICE are patrolling in 
more than 1,500 cars 
which are at least ten 


years old, figures show. 

Five forces have vehicles 
which are more than 20 years 
old, with one from 1986. 

The revelations have prompted 
claims that forces are starved of 
resources for basic equipment. 

Alistair Carmichael, home affairs 
spokesman for the Lib Dems, who 
uncovered the figures, said: “When 


obs 
RR 
Reet 


ed! 
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TIPPLES PUT TO TEST 1,500 COP CARS 
AT END OF ROAD 


By HARRY COLE 


the vehicle from 1986 was regis- 
tered, Google was a decade away. 
How can a car past its 
prime be reliable in an = 
emergency?” ’ 
The news conjures up 
images of the Seventies 
Cortina driven by TV f 
cop Gene Hunt in BBC 
drama Life on Mars. 
The figures are from & 
28 police forces in 
England, 


UK Government 


Visit gov.uk/saveenergy 


Scan for energy-saving 
tips that could save you 
hundreds of pounds. 


Wales and Cortina.. 


Scotland which answered Freedom 
of Information requests. Avon and 
Somerset, Suffolk, Police Scotland 
and Hertfordshire had the 20-year- 
old cars, and the 1986 
= car was in West York- 
| shire. While 14 per cent 
of Avon and Somserset 
cars were a decade old, 
the figure was one per 

cent in Surrey. 
Mr Carmichael _ said: 
“Police need to maxi- 
mise resources but fleets 


«telly Hunt can’t cut corners.” 


Help for 
Households 
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3 killed in 
airbase 
drone hit 


THREE servicemen were 
killed by falling wreckage 
when Russian air defences 
shot down a drone attack- 
ing one of its airbases. 

Russia claimed no avia- 
tion equipment was dam- 
aged in the attack. 

But unverified reports 
on social media said a 
large explosion was seen 
in the early hours yester- 
day and a number of air- 
craft were destroyed. 

Ukraine has not claimed 
responsibility for the 
attack on the Engels air- 
base near the city of Sar- 
atov, about 450 miles 
south-east of Moscow. 

It is home to some of 
Russia’s long-range strate- 
gic bombers. 


A WEALTHY Russian 
MP who had criticised 
Putin’s war in Ukraine 
as “terror” has been 
found dead after a mys- 


terious fall in India. 
Sausage multi-millionaire 

Pavel Antov, from _ the 

main pro-Putin party 


Criticised ‘terror’ .. Pavel Antov 


By RYAN PARRY 


United Russia, is the latest 
well-known Russian to 
meet an untimely end after 
falling foul of the president. 

He died on Christmas Eve on 
a trip to celebrate his 66th 
birthday — two days after his 
friend Vladimir Budanov, 61, 
succumbed to “a heart attack”. 

Indian media reports say Mr 
Antov jumped from the roof of 
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RUSSIAN MP ‘JUMPS FROM ROOF” 


the hotel and was found in a 
pool of blood. 

However, the Russian consul 
general in Kolkata, Alexei 
Idamkin, claimed the married 
tycoon fell out of a hotel win- 

ow in Rayagada, Odisha state. 

In June, Mr Antov criticised 
Russian missile strikes on Kyiv. 

He said: “It is extremely diffi- 
cult to call this anything other 
than terror.” 

Several Russian oligarchs, 
politicians and media figures 


PUTIN CRITIC DIES 
IN MYSTERY ‘FALL 


have died under mysterious 
circumstances in recent 
months. Vladimir Sungorkin, 
68, editor-in-chief of Putin’s 
favourite newspaper, died of a 
supposed stroke in September. 

That same month, Lukoil 
boss Ravil Maganov, 67, fell 
from a hospital window. 

And long-time Putin ally 
Viktor Cherkesov, 72, died last 
month from an “illness” — after 
criticising Putin’s inner circle. 

ryan.parryl@thesun.co.uk 


little faith 
in Wi 
PEOPLE in Wigan are 
the least trusting in the 
country, a poll shows. 
Fewer than three in ten 
from the Laithwaite and 
Marsh Green areas of the 
Lancashire town said 
they always felt they 
could rely on others. 
Bentilee and Ubberley 
in Stoke-on-Trent, Gran- 
getown in Redcar and 
Cleveland and Pendleton 
in Salford were also 
found to be low on trust, 
according to the poll by 
Tory think tank Onward 
Eccleshall in Sheffield 
and Henleaze in Bristol 
were the most trusting 
parts of the UK. 
Onward said: “Trust is 


the glue that holds com- 
munities together.” 


MAAM IN A PRAM 


A Queen Elizabeth II, 
Beefeaters and a _ Pad- 
dington Bear took part in 
yesterday’s pram race in 
Pagham, West Sussex. 


By ELLIE HENMAN 


MODEL Izabel Goulart is given 
a lift to help keep up her 
Christmas spirits. 

Izabel, 38, wore a Santa hat 
to complement her red_ bikini 
while German _foot- 
baller boyfriend 
Kevin Trapp, 32, 
lifted her up on 
his legs on the — 
Caribbean isle of 
St Barts. P| 


‘Moody 
names’ 
for 2023 


A PROFESSIONAL baby 
namer_ predicts 2023's 
most popular names will 
be dark and moody. 

Steph Coffield, 39, says 
some parents will choose 
Wednesday, after the 
Netflix comedy horror. 

She added: “Romantic 
names like Argo, Draco, 
Knight, Raven and Zelda 
will be popular.” 

Steph, who charges 
new parents for sugges- 
tions, also forecasts celes- 
tial examples such as 
Luna and Aurora will 
also be more common. 

Another trend will be 
shortened names, with 
the likes of Libbie and 
Chris favoured over 
longer versions, says 
Steph, of Minnesota, US. 


ON ME ‘ED, MESSI 


Lionel Messi superfan 
Maicol Quinonez has had 
the Argentinian’s surname 
tattooed on his forehead — 
despite being Colombian. 
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GUARD 


ALAR 


Prison officer ‘in 
murder cover-up 


A PRISON officer at Britain’s toughest 
jail has been arrested for allegedly pro- 


viding a false alibi for a murder suspect. 
Her lies were said to have been cooked up 
to help a defendant on trial for allegedly 
shooting a man in the head. 
When they were exposed, the trial collapsed, wast- 
ing at least £100,000 of taxpayers’ money. The female 


officer was arrested and 
has been suspended from 
her job at category A 
HMP Belmarsh. 

A source said: “This is 
extremely serious. 

“It is alleged she has 
provided a false alibi to 
be used in court to try to 
prove his innocence. 

“The allegations are 
truly shocking.” 

The murder 
trial involved fF 
the shooting 
dead of a man 
in London in 
November 2019. 

But the 
officer and the 
defendant were 
said to 


EXCLUSIVE by 
ISAAC CROWSON 
and TOM WELLS 


been in contact at Bel- 
marsh in Thamesmead, 
South East London. The 
men’s jail houses some of 
the country’s most dan- 
gerous criminals, includ- 
ing terrorists and gang 
bosses. Police 
are checking 
the officer’s 
wider circle of 
contacts. 

A new _ trial 
is scheduled 
towards the end 
of next year. 

isaac.crowson 

@the-sun.co.uk 


OUR BARGAIN BREAKS ARE COMING BACK 


P Just collect 


E tokens, code 
words or 
Sun Savers 
codes 


BUCKETS OF FUN 27. 
for Emeli Ellis, 6, and her 
sister Jorgie, 2,,at Regent 

Bay, Heysham, Lancs 3 
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THE Sun’s Hols from £9.50 
are back! There are just 11 
days to go before we launch 
our bargain breaks for 2023. 
Choose from more than 170 
holiday parks across the UK 
and Europe. 

You can book three-night 
weekend breaks or take 
advantage of our midweek 
offer of four nights for the 
price of three. Plus, with our 
price guarantee you can be 
sure to get the best value 
holiday on the market. 

Booking is simpler with no 
add-on charges - the price 
you see is the price you pay. 
All you have to do is collect 
ten codewords, tokens or 


Sun Savers codes from 
January 7. 

We will also print a 28- 
page supplement with 
details of the parks 
available, dates, how to 
book and offers on travel 
and insurance. 

PLUS ten pages of advice 
and tips from Lisa Minot, The 
Sun’s Travel Editor. 

Don’t miss out. Millions 
have enjoyed our getaways 
for more than 30 years - it’s 
time to join them! 

@Terms & Conditions: Price per 
person based on four sharing. Multiple 
token/code collect. Subject to 
availability. Date restrictions apply. For 
full Ts&&Cs see thesun.co.uk/holidays. 


Serving suggestion shown. Over 18s only. Drink responsibly. Challenge 25 age verification policy. Selected stores only - subject to availability. Prices may vary in selected stores. 
Prices correct at time of publication. Excludes any personalised customer or employee promotions that may be offered. See individual tickets for details. © Marks and Spencer plc. 


NEVER LOOKE 
SO STYLISH 
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BLENDED SCOTCH 
WHISKY 


SPICED RUM seed : SEVILLE ORANGE 
SPIRIT DRINK t ; GIN 


aes 
M&S DISTILLED — 
SPIRITS RANGE 


A range of finest quality spirits 
sourced from the world’s best 
producers, including charcoal- 
filtered vodka and Seville orange 
gin made with our exclusive 
blend of seven botanicals 


£18 
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: ‘ , = New me... 

FARMERS reckon they a z Matt’s a body 
are the best lovers — top- eS 3 7 j + 
ping the charts for the 92019 om 4 f ; comp winner 
fourth year in a row. my . 

Two thirds rated them- 42/ST'2LB ‘ i 
selves star performers in -- = 1 Boe = 
the sack. Doctors came . ; 
second, architects third E - \ y/ 


and builders fourth. 

Artists, advertising 
agents, designers, accoun- 
tants, plumbers and hair- 
dressers also rated their 
own bedroom skills. 

Sales workers,  scien- 
tists, mechanics, teachers, 
electricians, IT staff, 
engineers, chefs, techni- 
cians and judges were 
much less confident. 

The findings are from 
sex toy company Lelo UK 
which asked 2,000 people 
to rate their prowess. 


Arrest for 
‘stab kill’ 


A MURDER suspect was 
being questioned last 
night over a stabbing on 
Christmas Day. 

The 55-year-old was 
held after police found a 
man dying of stab 
wounds at his home. 

Officers tried to save 
him before paramedics 


and an air ambulance a Mattand A’ TAKEAWAY addict EXCLUSIVE comment rocked Matt, 35, of a day, he has slimmed to 18st 
arrived. The victim, in <= Big Mac h h McD by ISAAC CROWSON Basildon, Essex. He said: “I 2lb. He still has a family take- 
his mid-50s, was pro- who ate three cDo- —_—_—_—_—_—— just choked up. I had to walk away at weekend but wins at 
nounced dead at the nald’s meals a day for fast food giant and drank out of ee ee aia, Bedy anstoriantion shows. - 
i i er e dumpe' cDonald’s for atthew said: “I was a total 
Islington, ee aa eight years has now @ aes ee oe. eee good, cut the alcohol and McDonald’s addict. The only 
A post-mortem will be lost 14 stone — half pushing him over stone. joined a gym, spending 755 exercise I did was walking 
held and next of kin have . . But it all came to an end onsecutive days working out. there. I was a walking time 
been informed. The Met ; his body weight. when his son Harrison, ten, Matt also changed his diet bomb and in complete denial. 
Police said: “A 55-year-old eS IT worker Matthew said: “You're fat Daddy — are to oats, protein powder, Harrison saved my life.” 
man has been arrested Riggs gorged 7,000 you going to have a heart chicken, vegetables and turkey isaac.crowson@the-sun.co.uk 


and taken to a North calories rom the attack and die?” That 2019 meatballs. Eating 2,500 calories The Sun Says — Page Ten 
London police station. He “ 
remains in custody.” 


TODAY ONLY 
Bobbie 3 seaier scatier back sofia WAS £899 SALE £495 £459 


DISCOUNT: A 5 
eh 


‘Voucher offer ends 03/01/23. Terms and conditions apply. ‘Credit subject to status and delivery charges apply. Delivery is optional and from only £99 (carpets £29.99) within a 30 mile radius of the store. Contact your nearest store for details. "Price includes voucher discount. Offer ends 27/12/22. **Offer ends 03/01/23. 
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As Tracie... Sean 


Night as 
a woman 


was flirty 
for Sean 


By CHRIS POLLARD 


ACTOR Sean Bean says 
he was chatted up by a 
man in a pub while he 
was dressed as a woman. 

The Lord of the Rings 
and Game of Thrones 
star, 63, said he was try- 
ing out an outfit for 2012 
BBC drama Accused. 

In the series he played 
a bored English teacher 
called Simon who at 
night goes out as blonde 
transvestite Tracie. 

He said he based _ his 
character on a Sheffield 
drag queen called Ernest. 

Sean, who has_ been 
married five times and 
has three children, said 
he went out as Tracie 
with his daughter Lorna 
to the pub in Muswell 
Hill, North London. 

He said: “I had a big 
bust on and Spanx... and 
big high heels. 

“They didn’t seem to be 
that bothered. 

“One bloke started 
chatting me up, saying, ‘I 
like your shoes’. I mean, 
that’s going a bit too far.” 


TV's Fry: 
My cane 
agony as 
schoolkid 


By ANDY ROBINSON 


STEPHEN Fry says the 
canings he got at school 
were so painful they were 
dubbed “bacon slices”. 

The actor and writer, 
65, said he soothed his 
smarting buttocks by sit- 
ting on a flushing loo. 

He explained: “One 
master didn’t beat you 
straight onto the buttocks 
— his stroke was down- 
wards. A downward cut 
we called bacon slices 
and they were unspeak- 
ably agonising.” 

Stephen and his pals at 


Stouts Hill Preparatory 
School in Uley, Gloucs 
would show off their 


stripes to each other. 

He told a podcast: “I 
was completely restless, 
distracting and distracted. 

“I was always called 
the bad influence, a 
nuisance and a_ badly 
behaved child. I was 
always in trouble. 

“Every week I was 
beaten with a cane — six 
of the best or sometimes 
three. It didn’t upset me.” 


| Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


GET THE WHOLE FAMILY TO TACK 


> SF 


A 


THE Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge have moved their {@\VF 
LL) v family out of London to live in which Ee. i 


you r 
four-bedroom cottage on the did w 

WHO amassed more than 500million Windsor estate? ; of Netflix royal drama The Crown? 4 d 
followers on Instagram, remaining in Z, Ore Queen was joined by which WHAT is the one-word title of the os 
pole position with the most-followed fictional character for a Platinum upcoming autobiography by do yo 
individual account in the world? Jubilee sketch? Prince Harry? Here 
TIKTOK’S Charli D’Amelio won US WHO was the first prime minister 
Dancing With The Stars with her pro f 4 of the late Queen Elizabeth’s Oe uebnne the exclu: 
dancer Mark, who is the son of which reign, in1952? Royal Family to appear in reality Sun re 
Strictly Come Dancing judge? Where did Queen Elizabeth Il die show I’m A Celebrity... Get Me know! 
SCOTS comic Frankie Boyle, below, peacefully this year, on Out Of Here!? Rec! 

eF made his debut as a fiction author September 8? PRINCE William announced the ofa 
with the novel Meantime, in which genre? Quer British royal appeared on winners of the £1million Earthshot q 
WHICH former three-time Wimbledon an episode of BBC TV show 2022 prizes while in which city on the Page 
champ was jailed for two-and-a-half The Repair Shop, with host Jay east coast of America? @ Bobby 
years for hiding £2.5million of assets and Blades? KING Charles III’s coronation will Two seri¢ 
loans to avoid paying debts, then released WHICH Australian actress starred take place on the 6th of which snus ¢ 


after just eight months? 
I'MA Celebrity .. . Get Me Out Of 
Here! is shot in which Aussie state? 
AFTER calling off their first 
engagement in 2004, Ben Affleck 
and Jennifer Lopez (known as Bennifer) 
got married in which city in the US state 
of Nevada? 
US President Joe Biden was strongly 
criticised for fist-bumping 
Mohammed Bin Salman, crown prince of 
which country? 
WHICH member of boy band The 
Wanted passed away, aged only 33? 
WITH guests including Liam 
Payne, Karren Brady 
and Ant Middleton, which 
Dragons’ 
Den Le 
investor 
is the host of 
business podcast 
The Diary Of ACEO? 
r TV host Richard 


as Princess Diana in season five month next year? 


‘ Osman married 
| Doctor Who actress 
Ingrid Oliver. The 
couple met while 
filming 
which 
game 
show? 


AFTER 23 years, which BBC medical 
drama aired its last episode in March? 
MILLIE GIBSON, announced as the 
new Doctor Who companion, won the 
British Soap Award for Best Young Actor 
playing Kelly Neelan in which show? 
WHICH Yorkshire-born host of 
Newscast replaced Laura 
Kuenssberg as the BBC’s Political Editor? 
4 final episode of Derry Girls hada 
cameo from which American, whose 
father is a former US president? 
ROWAN ATKINSON co-created and 
starred in a Netflix comedy series 
titled Man vs . . . which insect? 
WHICH soap welcomed its first drag 
queen character, Tara Misu, played 
by Matthew Morrison? 
WHICH host of the Oscars did Will 
Smith slap after he made a joke about 
wife Jada Pinkett Smith’s shaved head? 
MORE than 37 years on from its first 
airing in the UK, a reprieve was given 
to which axed Aussie soap, below? 
THE new Doctor Who has been 
announced as Ncuti Gatwa, a 
Rwandan-Scottish actor who rose to 
prominence on which Netflix comedy 
drama series? 
10 aan Jeremy Paxman's 
announcement of his retirement from 
quiz show University Challenge, who will 
be the new host? 


CHLOE KELLY scored the 
winning goal as England beat 
Germany by what score in the 
Women’s Euro final? 
WHO became the first male or 
female tennis ace from Africa to 
reach a tennis grand slam final (both 
2022 Wimbledon and the US Open)? 
WHO did England's cricketers 
beat in Melbourne to win the 
Men’s T20 World Cup, /eft? 
SHEFFIELD’S Matt Fitzpatrick 
won his first major golf title at 
which tournament? 
EVE MUIRHEAD retired after 
winning gold in the Winter 
Olympics in which sport? 
Qian alongside Kylian 
Mbappe, which Chelsea and 
Australia forward became the first 
female footballer to feature on the 


global cover of the video game Fifa? 
ALEX YEE and Georgia Taylor- 
Brown won the men’s and 
women’s World Championship in 
which sport? 
BOXER Anthony Joshua suffered 
his second defeat against which 
Ukrainian boxer? 
JUDE BELLINGHAM became 
England’s second youngest 
scorer at a World Cup, behind who? 
AFTER seven years in charge, 
with three Six Nations titles anda 
runner-up finish in the 2019 World Cup, 
who was sacked as England men’s 
rugby union head coach? 


LE TRIVIA KING BOBBY SEAGULL'S QUIZ 
= 2 Trim | 
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By BOBBY SEAGULL 


nay have read all about who 
hat this year, where 
shen, but how much 
u really remember? 

» I’ve created an 

sive fun challenge for 
-aders to test their 
ledge of 2022. 

kon you’ve got the skills 
uiz genius? Turn to 
39 for the answers. 


Seagull is co-presenter of BBC 
2s Monkman & Seagull’s 

iuides and Channel 4’s The 
rap. 


an Where The 
Crawdads Sing stars which 
English actress of 2020 Normal 
People mini-series fame? 

WHICH Brit actor and comedian 

co-founder of the charity Comic 
Relief starred as harfoot character 
Sadoc Burrows in Amazon's The Lord 
Of The Rings: The Rings Of Power? 

RUSSELL CROWE stars as which 

king of the Olympians in Thor: 
Love And Thunder? 

NETFLIX film The Swimmers is 

based on the true story of two 
sisters who escaped the war in which 
Middle Eastern country to follow their 
Olympic dream? 

AFTER rowdiness fuelled by a 

TikTok trend, some UK cinemas 
banned young people wearing suits 
to screenings of which animated film? 


b 


WHICH Kiwi filmmaker won Best 
Director for revisionist Western 
psycho-drama The Power Of The Dog? 
BAZ LUHRMANN directed biopic 
movie Elvis, starring which 
American actor in the title role, left? 
SAM WORTHINGTON, Zoe 
Saldana, Sigourney Weaver and 
Kate Winslet star in The Way Of Water, 
the sequel to which 2009 sci-fi film? 
Ownce singer starred alongside 
Florence Pugh in psychological 
thriller Don’t Worry Darling? 
WHO wrote the film Downton 
Abbey: A New Era, which 
premiered in London’s Leicester 
Square? 
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General Knowledge 


Q@eronze is an allo 
often consisting o' 
about 12 per cent tin and 
primarily which other 
metal? 
RAWALPINDI, 
Lahore and Karachi 
are all the names of 
cities in which Asian 
country? 
WHO became US 
President after John 
F Kennedy’s term of 
office, far left? 
WHICH planet in the 
solar system rotates 
onits side? 


General 
knowledge 


Q8 


WHAT does the term SIM 
stand for when referring toa 
mobile phone's SIM card? 

WHAT is the second title in 

the Harry Potter book 
series, left? 

WHAT is the final event of a 

women’s heptathlon? 

ARE Jaffa Cakes legally a 

cake or a biscuit? 

CHINSTRAP, Macaroni and 

King are varieties of which 
species? 

WHAT is the name of the first 

book in the Old Testament of 
the Bible? 
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AFTER Laura Whitmore stepped 

down, who will be the new host of 
ITV2 show Love Island? 

SAFFRON BARKER was paired with 

which member of boy band Blue 
to win E4 reality dance show The Real 
Dirty Dancing? 

AFTER Matt Hancock finished third 

onl’mA Celebrity . .. Get Me Out Of 
Here!, what was the name of his girlfriend 
who he hugged, below? 

DISGUISED as a panda, which 

Australian actress and singer was 
unveiled as the winner of ITV's The 
Masked Singer? 

TIM CAMPBELL, the first winner of 
the UK series of The Apprentice, 
replaced which of Lord Sugar’s aides due 

to injuries from a cycling accident? 

SIMA TAPARIA, a marriage consultant 

from the Indian city of Mumbai, 
hosted a second series of which Netflix 
show where she finds suitable pairings for 
clients in the US and India? 

ABDUL and Sandro were runners-up 

to which Malaysian research scientist 
winner of Bake Off? 

WHICH 26-year-old Northern Irish 

queen (winner of Drag Race UK ] 
series one) was | 
the first ever i ald 
winner of RuPaul’s 
Drag Race: UK vs 
The World? 

WHICH 

former Towie 
star made his 
third appearance 
on E4’s Celebs 
Go Dating? 

PRO dancer 

Katya Jones 
was paired with 
which former 
Arsenal and 
England captain 
for Strictly Come 
Dancing? 


Q CHART topper We Don't Talk About 
Bruno, written by Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
was a hit from which Disney film? 
One BUSH'S song Running Up That 

Hill topped the UK charts 37 years 
after it was first released, following its use 
in which Netflix series? 

THE four members of Abba, below, 

made their first joint public 
appearance in 14 years as they attended 
the premiere of which digital show? 
oo. part of amarketing ploy, which 

takeaway food delivery company 
released a dance track that it claimed 
stopped seagulls from stealing chips? 

WHICH TV host had an unlikely 

TikTok hit with rap song My Money 
Don't Jiggle Jiggle? 

THE band Queen and which former 

runner-up on American Idol kicked off 
the open-air Platinum Jubilee concert | 
outside Buckingham Palace? 

GRAHAM NORTON announced 

which UK city as host of next year’s 
Eurovision Song Contest? 

WHO became the first artist to claim | 


cast 


every slot in the Top 10 of the US 
singles chart, with latest album Midnights? 

THE Brit Award for Best New Artist 

has previously been won by acts 
including Lewis Capaldi, Dua Lipa and Ed 
Sheeran. Who won this year? 

ELTON JOHN will headline the | 

Pyramid Stage at which event next 
year — the last UK date on his farewell tour? 
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By CLARE O’REILLY 


WE often pick optimistic New 
Year resolutions that, come 
February, have already 
fallen by the wayside. 


But some goals can enhance your life 
without being a chore — and they could 
help you live longer, too. 

According to Alcohol Change UK, one in 
seven UK adults — 8.8million people — plan 
to do Dry January. 

And a survey by Aqua Pure has found the 
top five New Year’s resolutions we are plan- 
ning for 2023 are: Save money (33 per cent), 
do more exercise (30 per cent), lose weight 
(28 per cent), drink more water (21 per cent) 
and get more sleep (18 per cent). 

But this time, why not try something 
different? Here, we present our health reso- 
lutions for 2023. 


Playing a board game, 
driving carefully or trying your hardest at 
work could be good for you in the long 
term. An 80-year study in the US found that 
conscientious people — those who try to do 
what’s right, and pay attention to detail — 
live the longest. 


Professor Howard Friedman, from the 
University of California and co- 
author of The Longevity Project, said: “Con- 
scientious individuals tend to get 


better educations, move into more responsi- 
ble jobs, avoid risky behaviours and develop 
more stable and supportive social relation- 
ships, all of which can promote health and 
longevity across the years.” 


It’s no secret we’re supposed to 
eat five portions of fruit and veg a day. 


But research from Imperial College 
London, which investigated people’s eating 
habits, found those who consumed little to 


no fruit and veg died earlier than those who 
packed their diet with plenty of it. 

As well as scoffing your five a day, 
researchers in Italy found eating raw vegeta- 
bles and salads increases life expectancy by 
two years, as cooking veg destroys some 
antioxidant properties. 

A study by Rush University in Chicago 
discovered one portion of salad or vegetables 
daily kept brain function a decade younger. 

So make friends with the veg aisle — 
cabbage, greens and sprouts are all good 
right now. 


: To celebrate many more Christ- 
mases, finding religion might be one answer, 
according to a study by Ohio State Univer- 
sity. The researchers studied 1,500 obituaries 
and found those with religious ties lived 
longer than those without. 


The mates you pick for your- 
self can say a lot about your judgment — 
and your longevity. 

Experts at Harvard University have found 
a connection between choosing the right 
friends and living longer. The research 
suggests whatever our pals do rubs off on 
us, which holds true for bad habits like 
smoking as well as good habits like exercise 
— so select friends wisely in 2023. 


A daily snooze can help you live 
longer. Napping for 30 minutes regularly cuts 
the chances of having a heart attack in later 
life by 387 per cent, a study from the Har- 
vard School of Public Health in Athens 
found. The small amount of extra shut-eye 
was also said to lower blood pressure by the 
same amount as a low dose of medication 
for the condition. 

New research from Stanford University in 
the US found interrupted sleep to be the 
biggest indicator of mortality. 

The team analysed 12,000  sleep-related 
studies and discovered good-quality sleep 
leads to a longer life span, while sleeping 
less than five hours a night can _ boost 
chances of premature death. So best get 
your snooze on. 


People from the 
Japanese island of Okinawa, have one of the 
longest life expectancies on Earth, with 
many living into their hundreds. 

Studies attribute their longevity to eating 
lots of yellow and green vegetables and only 
eating 80 per cent of the food on their plate. 

So while it might be polite to finish your 
meal, you could be around a tad longer if 
you leave some. 


You can tick this one off 
immediately if you’re happily loved up. 
Several studies from across the globe have 
found those in happy marriages live longer 
than their single friends. 
The science suggests the co-habiting social 
care and economic support from having an 


mheaith 


\ NEW,YEAR, NEW YOU... 
) FOR, LONGER THIS TIME 


WISH LIST... give yourself a 
boost in 2023 with personal 
promises you can achieve 


other half increases life expectancy. 

To live longer, make like 
Anna and Elsa from Disney classic Frozen 
and “let it go”. Getting rid of rage and find- 
ing sorpveneee increases life expectancy by 


positively affecting the cardiovascular and 
immune systems, according to research 
published by Luther College, Iowa, in the 
Journal of Behavioural Medicine. 

Whether youre a_ keen 
gardener, football fanatic or stamp 


collector, keep it up. The Prospective Study 
Group at the Japan Public Health Centre 
found people with hobbies were less likely to 
die from heart disease and stroke. And 
researchers at the University of California 
found participants who devoted two or more 
hours a day to their chosen pastime were 21 
per cent less likely to die early. 


Exercise really does work won- 
ders at lengthening your lifespan. A study by 


\ 


Brigham Young University in London found 
people who exercised for around three hours 
a week had DNA and cells nine years youn- 
ger than a control group who didn’t exercise. 
Even a 15-minute walk a day could add 
years to your life. 

A study from Taiwan’s National Health 
Research Institute found participants who did 
15 minutes of moderate intensity exercise 
every day lived on average three years longer 
than a control group of couch potatoes. It 
can all help you maintain a healthy weight, 
which is vital, as researchers from the Univ- 
ersity of Alabama in the US found having a 
body mass index between 25 and 35 (the 
overweight range) shortened life expectancy 
by around three years. 


While it’s not terribly 

British to stand out in a crowd, it might 
help you live to a grand old age. 

Studies from both the Albert Einstein 

School of Medicine in New York and the 
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University of Edinburgh tracked the lifespan 
of 298 gorillas, who are genetically similar to 
humans, and found the louder and more 
outgoing ones in the group lived between 
three and four years longer than their 
quieter fellow primates. 


Easier said than done in a 
cost-of-living crisis, but researchers from 
Purdue University in Indiana found constant 
worrying can shorten lifespan by up to 16 
years. 

Cambridge University Press has come to 
the same conclusion. Its research found peo- 
ple with depression and anxiety have a 
higher risk of premature death than those 
without the mental health conditions. 

The UK isn't known for 
its sunlight hours, but getting some sunshine 
can help you live longer. 

High levels of vitamin D, which comes 
partly from exposure to sunshine, can 


increase your life expectancy by five years, 


scientists at King’s College, London found, 
while the NHS suggests taking a daily 
Vitamin D supplement in the winter 
months. Vitamin D can also be found in 
shiitake mushrooms and oily fish. 


Whether it’s walnuts, almonds or 
even the humble peanut, if you want to eke 
out a few more years, start snacking on 
nuts. A study from Loma Linda University 
in California, which followed 34,000 partici- 
pants, found those who ate nuts five days a 
week lived 2.9 years longer than those who 
didn’t. 

Bookworms will be 
pleased to hear that, whether it’s before 
bed or on the commute, reading increases 
life expectancy. A study from Yale Univer- 
sity found reading for three-and-a-half 
hours per week increased life expectancy 
by almost two years. 


It might be dif- 
ficult to see positives sometimes, but a 


study from Yale University in the US 
found being optimistic will add to your 
longevity. 

Its research, which compared lifespans of 
optimists and pessimists, found those who 
look on the bright side live over seven 
years longer than those who don't. 


If you want to extend your life, 
spend more hours between the sheets. 
Research from the University of Singa- 
pore found regular orgasms, either alone or 
with a partner, increase life expectancy 
and reduce mortality risk. 


Fish isn’t particularly healthy 
when it’s been battered and deep fried. 
But researchers from Harvard University 
in the US discovered that people with 
higher levels of Omega-3 fatty acids — 
found in salmon, mackerel and sardines — 
lived for approximately two years longer 
than those with low Omega levels. 


Now this is an easy one. 


Read more every day at 
thesun.co.uk/health 


Email us at 
health@thesun.co.uk 


The next time someone asks how old you 
are, tell them how old you feel on the 
inside instead. 

In a study published in Psychology and 
Aging, researchers from the German 
Centre of Gerontology revealed that people 
who felt younger than they were saw less 
of a link between their stress levels and 
health decline. 

So remember your new mantra: “I feel 
like I am 22!” 


Finally, some good news 
for anyone dreading the thought of Dry 
January — a glass of red wine could be 
seriously good for your health. 

Researchers from Wageningen University 
in the Netherlands found drinking half a 
glass of red wine every day could increase 
life expectancy by four years. 

There are compounds only found in red 
that reduce the build-up of bad fatty tis- 
sues in arteries. 
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AFTER all the pigging out over the last few 
days, it’s understandable if you are feeling 
bloated, fatigued and even constipated. 

NHS GP Dr Ross Perry, founder of skin clinic 
group Cosmedics, said Christmas creates a 
“perfect storm” for bloating. 

He added: “The most common causes are 
factors such as over-indulging, eating fatty 

foods, dishes that produce gas, drinking 

alcohol or carbonated beverages and an 
irregular diet that you wouldn’t normally 
have, which may bea shock to the 
system.” 
TERRI-ANN WILLIAMS reveals some 
of the remedies. 


BOTTOMS UP 


¥ THE NHS says you should drink six to 

eight glasses of water a day to maintain a 

healthy diet. 

But staying well hydrated could help with the 
uncomfortable feeling that comes from eating too 
much, says Lifesum nutritionist Signe Svanfeldt. 

She advises: “Drinking still water will help your 
stomach digest and calm down. Sparkling water 
can disrupt the stomach and cause bloating.” 


SMOOTH IT OUT 


IF you're feeling uneasy and 
stuffed to the brim, Signe 
suggests a little massage for 
your stomach. 

Move your hands firmly 
across your tummy from left to 
right to help ease indigestion. 


| WALK IT OFF 


WHILE you might want to sit and vegetate in your 
onesie until the New Year, going out for a brisk 
walk could be beneficial and make you feel less 
constipated and bloated. 

Signe said: “Getting some movement in your 
body will aid digestion and calm your stomach. 

“Regular physical activity is, overall, beneficial 
to aid digestion.” 


EAT YOUR VEGGIES 


DOCTOR Perry said another way to beat the bloat 
and constipation is to balance your diet with more 
fruit and vegetables. 

So instead of helping yourself to handful after 
handful of chocolate, make the most of the 
sprouts, carrots and cabbage still in the fridge. 


WHEN TO SEE A DOCTOR © 


IN severe pain? Experiencing any associated 
vomiting, high temperature or rectal bleeding? 
Then speak to your GP. Dr Perry said: “If you have 
sustained irritable bowel-like symptoms more 
frequently outside of the excessive festive period, 
it is worth checking with a doctor in case there is a 
food intolerance present. If it’s just general 
excess, then it’s time for some sensible eating.” 


| PRODUCTS TO HELP 


Rennie Deflatine 36 tablets, 
£6.29, Boots. 

Tesco heartburn and 
indigestion liquid aniseed, 
+) 200ml, £2.40. 

Superdrug constipation 

) relief, 20 tablets, £1.19. 
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Sumnmbealths- 


IN the run-up to New Year’s Eve, 
some supermarkets and 
pharmacies still have reduced 
hours, so act now to make sure your 
medicine cabinet is in good shape. 

It?s reassuring to have all the 
usual suspects stashed in 
case anyone comes down 
with a cold, flu, Covid or 
a particularly bad 
hangover. 

And it’s a good idea 
to have on hand 
pain-relief tablets 

paracetamol, 
ibuprofen), 
antihistamines for 
allergies, indigestion 
tablets and rehydration 
sachets for replacing 
fluid and minerals lost via 
any sickness or diarrhoea. 

Check you're fully stocked with 
plasters, sterile gauze, bandages, 
antiseptic and medical tape. 

If you don’t have such a medical 
kit, get one - you never know when 
you might need it - and store it out 
of reach of children. 

Here are some of the questions 
readers asked me this week... 


| AM worried that | might have ovarian 

cancer as my stomach is always 
bloated. 

There is a simple blood test your GP 

can do to screen for ovarian cancer. It’s 
called CA-125. 

The ovaries are deep inside the body, so 
often there are no symptoms of ovarian 
cancer, or if there are, the symptoms can 
be vague. 

According to NHS, 
cancer symptoms people experience 
frequently (12 or more times a month) 
include pain or tenderness in the tummy 
or the area between the hips (pelvis), no 
appetite or feeling full quickly after eating 
and an urgent need to pee or needing to 
pee more often. 

One key recognised symptom is bloating 
or a swollen tummy, but having said that, 
there are many other more common causes 
of bloating, including irritable bowel 
syndrome, constipation and coeliac disease 
(an extreme allergy to gluten). 

So if you haven't already, see your GP so 
they can take a full history, carry out an 
examination and decide on what tests are 
necessary for you. 

Please do let them know your fears 
about ovarian cancer so they can explore 
this with you and include the CA-125 test 
in the set of blood tests they order. 


FOR the past few months | have had 

a dull pain in my left testicle. | am 
55. The pain is getting worse. What can 
you suggest? 


While there are lots of different causes 

of testicular pain, they all need 
investigation to find out what’s going on, so 
if you haven't already, please make an 
appointment to see your GP. 

You say the pain is dull but if that 
changes and it becomes a sudden or severe 
pain, or if you're feeling or being sick and 
have stomach pain, or if the pain increases 
in intensity, please go to your nearest A&E. 

These symptoms could be a sign of 
testicular torsion, which occurs when a 
testicle twists on its own blood supply, and 
can result in the loss of the testicle if not 
treated promptly. 

Have you knocked or banged it recently? 
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All the answers to help you sort 


Expert advice from Dr Zoe Williams, our very 
own resident specialist and practising NHS GP 


a! 


© Exercise or 

do some gentle 

stretching daily to 

Mmahelp keep a range 

of movement 
going? 


those niggling health worries 


Trauma to the area could account for the 
pain as it heals. It could also be a simple 
skin infection, a benign cyst, a hernia or 
swollen veins, which your GP can sort. 

When it comes to testicles, lots of men 
worry about testicular cancer, and while 
it’s a possibility, usually testicle pain is 
also accompanied by a lump or swelling, 
which you haven't mentioned. 

Please try not to worry but do get 
to your GP so they can help get you out 
of pain. 

| HAVE gallstones. Is there any way I can 

avoid having to have an operation? 


Gallstones are actually very common. 

Lots of people have them and they don’t 
cause any problems and they can be left 
alone. 

They do cause problems when they get 
into the tube or duct that leaves the 
gallbladder. 

If they block this tube, then the 
gallbladder contracts hard to try _ to 
overcome the blockage, and this is what 
causes severe pain. 

You can make lifestyle changes to try to 
alleviate symptoms — alterations to diet, 
sometimes taking medication to reduce 
the acid in the stomach — but the 


{ 


recommended long-term 
majority of people who have problems with 
gallstones is, I’m afraid, an operation. It’s 
called a cholecystectomy and is 
always done as keyhole surgery. 


Can | ease 
neck pain? 


I THINK I have a pinched nerve in my 
neck, what can | do about it? 


Pinched nerves are fairly common and 

occur when too much pressure is placed 
on anerve by something that’s surrounding 
it, either bone, muscle, tendons or cartilage. 

Holding your head for too long in one 
position, stress and sleeping awkwardly can 
all cause it. 

Cervical spondylosis is the medical term 
for neck pain caused by age-related 

changes to bones and tissues in the neck 
and sometimes this can pinch anerve. 
Symptoms include the pinched 
feeling you describe, as well as 
neck pain that can spread to the 
shoulders, with movement 
making it worse. 

Pain can spread down the 
arms and into the fingers 
too and often it’s not 
constant but can flare up. 

Stiffness and headaches 

are common symptoms, as 

are pins and needles in one 
or both arms and hands. 

It's important to see your GP 

who can assess you and decide if 
any investigations, such as X-rays, 
are required. 

It might sound counter-intuitive, but 
movement is the best 
thing you can do, 
though make sure you 
start gently. 

Do some exercise or 
gentle stretching daily 
to try to keep a range of 
movement going. 
Paracetamol and anti- 
inflammatory medicines 
like ibuprofen can help. 

Codeine may be 
prescribed if the pain is 
severe, as can alow- 
dose antidepressant called amitriptyline, 
which helps with neck pain. 

Physiotherapy can help as well and there 
are things you can do at home too. 

Make sure your posture is good and 
supports your bones and muscles. There are 
YouTube videos with exercises to help with 
posture. Try Yoga With Adriene or the NHS 
videos at nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-fitness- 
studio. 

Make sure you have a firm pillow to sleep 
on and try not to sleep with two pillows. 

If you work at a desk in an office, ask fora 
workstation assessment to ensure you are 
sitting as ergonomically as you can. 


SORE...neck 


solution for the 


almost 


It’s deemed to be a very straightforward 


operation and often people will be out of 
hospital very quickly afterwards. 


The best thing to do is to have your GP 


refer you to the surgical team who would 
do the surgery if you went ahead with it 
and they will talk you through all the 
available options. 


They can explain things to you so you 


can make a decision. 


Got a question for Dr Zoe? Email her at health@thesun.co.uk 


DON’T RESIST FITNESS 


CHALLENGE YOUR BRAIN 


smaller stabiliser muscles 
that often get neglected.” 
You don’t need to leave 
the house, put on workout 
ear or set aside an hour 
for it- simply fit a ten- 
minute resistance band 
session into your day. 
Start with a minute’s 
worth of squats, holding 
your band or tea towel out 
in front at arm’s length. 
Type “Resistance Bands 
Workouts” into YouTube 
for more inspiration. 


said: “A resistance 
band is a useful, 
portable and 
versatile piece of 
equipment used to 
exercise different 
parts of the body.” 
Not only will a few 
stretches ease you back 
into exercising, Jessica 
says using resistance 
bands can also help with 
weight loss. 
She said: “Resistance 
bands also recruit the 


IT’S time to get 
moving a bit more. 
But don’t worry, 
we're not saying 
you have to head 
straight for the gym. 
Gentle moves at 
home can make a 
difference. Jessica 
Stansfield, of weight 
management brand Huel, 
recommends grabbing a 
resistance band if you 
have one, or you can use 
a tea towel instead. She 


DOES your brain feel like mush 
thanks to all the mulled wine and 
so much rich food? 

Board games can help with 
problem solving, memory and 
cognitive function. 

So if you haven’t already had a game 
| or two of chess, draughts and Scrabble, 
hop to it. 

However, if you have had more than 
enough family arguments already this 
holiday season, try reading or cooking 
instead. Neurologist Dr Richard Restak 
told US show Today that picking up that 
new novel your mother-in-law gave you, 


or trying out a recipe that is 
completely new and following it 
from start to finish can do 
wonders for your noggin. 

But non-fiction or books you dip 
in and out of will not do, as you will 
end up picking the bits you want to 

read and leaving out the rest. 

Dr Restak said: “You can’t do thatina 
work of fiction. You have to go from 
beginning to end. But most importantly, 
you have to remember the characters. 

“You have to remember something 
about them. It’s really much more 
challenging in terms of the brain.” 


BRAIN 
TRAINING 


BOOST... books help brain 


Edited by SALLY LAND 


REVENGE 
NOT THE 
CURE | 


WANTED 
Dear Deidre 


REVENGE is best served cold 
—and | got mine on a guy 
who's messed me about. 

| stood him up when he’d 
booked us a hotel for an 
afternoon of nookie. But it’s 
not solved my main problem. 

I'm 47 and married. My 
husband, 53, is a womaniser. 
He’s cheated on me, so! 
thought I'd do the same. 

| went on a website offering 
hook-ups and a guy aged 43 
got in touch last summer. We 
planned to meet but then he 
ghosted me. 

Three months later, he 
WhatsApped, saying he’d 
been “busy” but was available 
for sex again. | thought he’d 
got acheek. 

So! said yes and let him 
book a posh hotel. Then | left 
him stranded. | still want to 
get revenge on my husband 
though. 

MDEIDRE SAYS: This guy 
may now have got the 
message but scoring points 
where your marriage is 
concerned is a very 
dangerous game. 

OK, so your husband 
shouldn't have cheated, but 
playing him at his own game 
won't help your relationship. 

Rather than jeopardising 
what you have left, talk to 
your husband about how 
hurt you are. 

Ask that you both commit 
to one another so that your 
relationship is strong. My 
support pack, Relationship 
MOT, explains how. 


LOVER’S 
PARENTS 
LEAVING 
ME OUT 
Dear Deidre 


MY boyfriend’s family never 
put my name on Christmas 
gifts they buy, even though 
we have been together for 
ten years. 

I'm a guy of 39 and he’s 37. 
My family love him and their 
presents are always to both of 
us. But his relatives only ever 
have my boyfriend’s name on 
the gift tag. 

I’ve talked to him about how 
this upsets me but he says, “I 
can’t say anything to them, 
can |?”. 

Even his gay cousin does 
the same thing, yet we 
address the presents to him 
and his boyfriend. 

M DEIDRE SAYS: This may 
not be about you, but the 
fact your boyfriend is gay 


and his family can’t accept it. 


Tell him again how you are 
feeling and if he won't talk 
to his family about it, then 
keep socialising with them 


No matter what the issue, I answer every single problem 


Will wife return 
after 12 months? 


Dear Deidre 


MY wife’s presents are still 
wrapped under the tree for a 
second year running. 


I’m hopeful she’ll come home but 
there’s no sign of her. 

Last year, just a week before 
Christmas, she had a lunch with her 
work team and never came home. 

I’m a man of 36 and I’m visually 
impaired. It’s been just me and my 
assistance dog, Bess, since then. 

She sent me a voice message that 
evening saying that things weren't 
working for her and she wouldn't be 
coming home. 

My sister came over and told me 
most of her clothes and belongings 
were missing. 

A few weeks later a friend told me 
he’d seen her in town with another 
guy, getting into a very posh car. 

Even though all the evidence is 
there, I’m not ready to accept that 
she has left me for good. 

We'd had a tough few months but 
I really thought our relationship was 
strong. She is 38 and we met when 
we worked for a_ horticultural 


MY team of counsellors is ready to 


help every day. We usually reply to you 
within 24 hours and always change 
details on any published problems to 
protect identities. The Dear Deidre 
team advises and assists people for 
free, in an age when counselling 
sessions can cost £80 and funding 
for support is at an all-time low. 
If you want our help, please email 
or write 
(enclosing an SAE) to 


company. It was a job I loved as I 
enjoy being outdoors, as does Bess. 
But when Covid hit, my wife and I 
both lost our jobs. 
Money was tight but we had a 
good relationship. I thought things 
were improving six months later 
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THE BIG GRUDGE 
MATCH, REMEMBER? 


FOR WHAT? 


| WON'T BE 
HOME TILL LATE 
BABE WE'RE OUT 
CELEBRATING. 


FINAL AND YOU'RE 
HARDLY THE NEXT 


i | IT'S NOT THE CUP | 


RONALDO, BABE 
bi {sg 


Dear Deidre 


I'VE apparently missed out on work 
because I’m too good looking. I’m not 
bigging myself up here, but it’s a fact. 
I'm 41 and build pools in Spain. A 
woman recently asked me to fix hers 
and when | asked why she hadn't 


threatened if they knew | have erectile 
dysfunction. | married at 23 but that 
didn't last. | then had two other long- 
term relationships and they both left 
me because of my problem. 

This woman's husband had left her 
so we ended up in bed, but sex was 
difficult again. She said she’d never 


CONTINUES TOMORROW 


JEALOUS HUBBIES FEAR MY GOOD LOOKS 


MDEIDRE SAYS: Past relationships 
have knocked your confidence. 

My support pack Solving Erection 
Problems may help you to improve 
your sexual prowess. 

The best sex comes from a loving 
relationship, so look for that rather 
than casual flings. 


EMMA GETS JUST 
DESERTS: DAY 2 


when she managed to get a new job 
working for a publisher. 

I'd prepare a meal for us to eat 
together in the evening and I tried 
to keep busy. 

We still had a good sex life and I 
thought we were getting along well. 

She did seem to be going out more 
but little did I know that the week 
before Christmas last year would be 
the last time I’d be with her. 
MDEIDRE SAYS: It is tough but | am 
afraid you have to accept your marriage 
is over. You deserve better than being 
treated like this and an explanation 
would give you some closure. 

All your wife’s behaviour indicates she 
has no intention of coming back. You can 
find some support through Tavistock 
Relationships (tavistockrelationships.org, 
020 7380 1975), which provides quality 
counselling at a reasonable cost. They 
can do sessions online. 

My support pack, Moving On, will help 
you decide on next steps. 

If finding work is proving too difficult, 
do consider volunteering. 

Check out the National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations (ncvo.org.uk, 
020 7713 6161) to find out what’s available 
near you. 


LEAVE NOW, 
I'M DOUBLE 
LOCKING 
THE DOOR 


| 
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WWE Wey 


architecture, and is hom: 
art. Combined with a Mediterranean climate and delicious food 
and drink, it’s no wonder that the country is one of Europe's most 
popular destinations! On this grand tour we enjoy many of Italy's 
highlights, immersing ourselves in the country’s captivating culture 
while visiting wonderful cities. Experience remarkable Venice with 
its trademark canals, historic Florence, the capital of Rome and the 
beautifully-preserved hilltop city of Siena on this fantastic trip! 
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Team: JANE ALLTON, HILARY FREEMAN, KALLY 
LEWIS, CATHERINE THOMAS, MICHELLE HARRIS 


HE CHOOSES 
PORN OVER 
GETTING INTO 
BED WITH ME 
Dear Deidre 


ALL men look at pornography, according 
to my husband. 

But at every spare minute of the day? | 
don't think so. 

He's 50 and I’m his long-suffering 
45-year-old wife. | nursed him through 
bowel cancer six years ago and he’s now 
clear. | sat with him for hours on end at 
the hospital and since then I’ve cooked 
and cleaned for him constantly. 

We haven't had sex since his illness. He 
says he’s impotent. 

People say | keep myself looking good 
but he's not interested in me. 

| looked at the history on his laptop and 
it’s clear he uses porn every time | go to 
work, or even has a quick look when | jump 
in the shower. He doesn't stop. 

He denied it until | showed him the 
evidence and then replied, “Plenty of men 
do this and worse. At least I’ve never 
gone to the dark side.” 

| dread to think what that even means. | 
feel he’s used me like a skivvy throughout 
Our marriage. 

MDEIDRE SAYS: Youare young 
enough to enjoy a good sex life and if 
he’s serious about erectile dysfunction, 
he needs a referral to a urologist. 

But he’s looking at porn, so perhaps 
he’s become overly reliant on getting 
on-screen relief instead. Find a quiet 
moment to tell him you miss intimacy 
and something has to change. He can 
find help through The Laurel Centre 
(thelaurelcentre.co.uk, 01926 339594) 
which helps with porn addiction. 


ESO TRAVEL J 


W pays 


- £829 


GRAND TOUR: 
OF ITALY 


3 JUNE, 24 JUNE, 16 & 30 SEPTEMBER 2023 
INCLUDES: 


(*) Return coach travel* and ferry crossings 


@) First and last night on a bed-and-breakfast basis in France 
(last night with a light evening meal) 


@®) Six nights staying at selected 4-star hotels in Italy with 
breakfast plus 3 dinners 


Excursions to Rome & Venice 

Guided city tour of Rome 

Guided walking tour of Venice 
En-route visits to Pisa, Siena & Florence 
Fully escorted by a tour manager 


Italy is renowned for its scenic vistas, fascinating history and unique 


‘0 some of the world's greatest works of 


been with somebody “so vanilla” when 
it came to sex. | felt like such a bore. 

| don’t think I'll ever hold down a rela- 
tionship or get a steady stream of work. 


When people see you're in a stable 
relationship and therefore less likely 
to be a threat, the work may start to 
come in too. 


called earlier, she said, “My husband 
wouldn't allow it. You’re too handsome. 
Other men around here say it too.” 

But these men would not feel so 


to a minimum and put your 
focus into being part of your 
own family. 

You will find support 
through standalone.org.uk, 
which helps people 
estranged or disowned 
from family. 


CALL NOW 
QUOTE: SUNC 


0808 274 3933 


THESUNTRAVEL.CO.UK/ITALY 


Need help with a dilemma or want to know more about how we can help? 
ONLINE: Follow and message us on: INSTAGRAM 
1 \@} =1=1010) 4 
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6am Breakfast (S,HD) 

7.35 Match Of The Day 
Latest action. (R,S,HD) 

9.00 Attenborough: 60 
Years In The Wild (R,S) 

10.00 71") Missing Link 
(2019) 6 (S,HD 
11.30 [7/0] The NeverEnding 
Story Adventure. 
(1984) 6 (S,HD) 

1.00 BBC News (S,HD) 

1.15 Regional News (S) 

1.25 Ds Trolls 
Holiday In Harmony 
(2021) && (S,HD) 

1.45 [J/0)) How To Train 
Your Dragon: The 
Hidden World (2019) 
6666 (S,HD) 

3.20 [/0i) How To Train 
Your Dragon: 
Homecoming (2019) 
6666 (S,HD) 

3.45 [7/1 Ghostbusters II 
(1989) &&& (S,HD) 

5.25 Pointless Celebrities 
Quiz show. (R,S,HD) 

6.15 BBC News (S,HD) 

6.35 Regional News (S) 

6.45 The Weakest Link 
Quiz show. (S,HD) 


7.30 EastEnders 
Sam tries to convince 
Phil to give Kat another 
chance, while worrying 
er brother does not 
ind out what she got up 
0 in Spain. (S,HD) 
8.00 Countryfile 
Margherita Taylor 
discovers the roots and 
raditions of New Year 
and Burns’ Night in 
Auchindrain, Argyll and 
Bute. (S,HD 
9.00 Fi 1917 
During the First World 
War, two British soldiers 
attempt to cross enemy 
ines to deliver a 
message that could 
save hundreds. War 
drama starring Dean- 
Charles Chapman and 
Colin Firth. (2019) 
6646606 (S,HD) 
10.50 BBC News (S,HD) 
11.15 Regional News (S) 
11.20 Tokyo Vice 
(7 & 8/8) Double bill. 
Jake throws himself into 
helping Emi at the 
paper. Then, Samantha 
risks everything to 
rescue Polina. (S,HD) 
1.25 Blankety Blank 
Christmas Special 
(R,S,HD) 2.00 The 
Great British Sewing 
Bee: Celebrity 
Christmas Special 
(R,S,HD) Followed by 
Weather 3.05-6am 
BBC News (S,HD) 


4,45 Sigidigwt 5.00 (51) Stwnsh: Mabinogi-ogi 5.25 Larfa 5.30 
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HoG 


TWO 


6.10 am [/)} Sign Zone: 
Trolls: World Tour 
Animated adventure. 
(2020) 3 (S,SL,HD) 

7.35 Snow Babies (R,S,HD) 

8.35 Jay’s Yorkshire 
Workshop (R,S,HD) 

9.35 The Adventures Of 

Robin Hood Adventure 

J4y) with Errol Flynn. (1938) 

46006 (S,HD) 

11.15 Homes Under The 

Hammer (R,S,HD) 
12.15 Bargain Hunt: Food 
And Drink Special 
Interesting food-related 
items. (R,S,HD) 
1.00 Great British Railway 
Journeys (R,S,HD) 
1.30 Hello, Dolly! Period 
musical starring Barbra 
Streisand. (1969) 
6666 (S,HD) 
3.50 Funny Girl Musical 
=see biopic of Fanny Brice, 
FILM starring Barbra 
== Streisand. (1968) 
6666 (S,HD) 
6.15 Coppélia A modern take 
on the much-loved ballet 
by Delibes. (S,HD) 


PP Freeview 


sky 


Uby 

6am CITV (HD) 

9.25 Over The Hedge 

=p Animated comedy, 

FILM featuring the voice of 
Bruce Willis. (2006) 
666 (S,HD) 

11.00 Rio Animated comedy 
with the voices of Jesse 

[AI Eisenberg and Anne 
Hathaway. (2011) 
66 (S,HD) 

12.50 ITV News (S,HD) 

12.55 Regional News (S,HD) 

1.00 Gino’s Italian 
Christmas Feast One- 
off special featuring 
Gino D'Acampo and 
family. (R,S,HD) 

1.30 E.T.: The Extra- 
Terrestrial Sci-fi 
fantasy starring Henry 
Thomas. (1982) 
©6666 (S,HD) 

3.45 Gallagher Premiership 
Rugby Union 
Harlequins v Bristol 
Bears. Kick-off at 
4.15. (S,HD) 

6.30 Tipping Point: Best 
Ever Finals Dramatic 
endgames. (R,S,HD) 


\ 


237 522 606 


7.30 Richard Osman’s 
Festive House Of 
Games 
(7/10) Brian Conley, 
Scarlett Moffatt, Anneka 
Rice and Phil Wang test 
their general knowledge 
skills. (S,HD) 

8.00 Only Connect 
(3/4) Victoria Coren 
Mitchell presents a 
special edition of the 
quiz show. (S,HD) 

8.30 Christmas University 
Challenge 
(7/10) Graduates of 
the University Of Bristol 
play former students 
of the University Of 
Cardiff. (S,HD) 

9.00 Miriam Margolyes: 
Australia Unmasked 

NEW fev Miriam Margolyes 
explores the unique 
Australian ethos of 
"the Fair Go'. (S,HD) 

10.00 Frankie Boyle’s 2022 
New World Order 

End of year special. (S) 

10.45 QI XL 

8/14) Sandi Toksvig 

hosts. (R,S,HD) 

11.30 Lady Gaga At The 

BBC (R,S,HD) 

12.30 Pride Hits At The BBC 

R,S,HD) 1.30 Sign 

Zone: Gardeners’ World 

Winter Specials (R,S,SL) 

2.30 The Best 

Christmas Food Ever 

R,S,SL) 3.15-4.15am 

How To With John 

Wilson (R,S,SL,HD) 


8.30 Rownd A Rownd 9.00 {i/=i!§ Priodas Pum Mil 10.00 Heliwr 11.05-11.40pm Dan Do 
FILMS 99069 Brilliant 5909 Very Good 9&8 Good ®@& Not Bad & Poor (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) Sign Language (HD) High Definition 


7.00 Regional News (S,HD) 
7.10 ITV News (S,HD) 
7.30 Emmerdale 
Chas questions Cain. 
Greg threatens to ruin 
Ethan’s reputation 
and Nicola worries for 
her sister. (S,HD) 
8.30 The Voice Kids 
2/3) Round two of the 
blind auditions gets 
under way and the 
superstar coaches 
Ronan Keating, Danny 
Jones, Pixie Lott and 
Will.i.am complete their 
eams. Presented by 
Emma Willis. Continues 
tomorrow. (S,HD) 
10.00 ITV News At Ten (S,HD) 
10.20 Billy Connolly: It’s 
Been A Pleasure 
Celebration of the 
comedian’s greatest 
stand-up performances, 
eaturing interviews 
with Billy and his wife 
Pamela Stephenson, 
and contributions from 
amous fans. (R,S,HD) 
11.35 Gallagher Premiership 
Rugby Union 
Highlights 
David Flatman and Topsy 
Ojo present action from 
he latest fixtures. (S,HD) 
12.35 Teleshopping (HD) 
3.00 The Cube 
Christmas Special 
R,S,SL,HD) 4.00 
Unwind With ITV (S,HD) 
5.05-6am Ainsley's Food 
We Love (R,S,SL,HD) 


S4C: Gam Cyw 12.00 Adre 12.30 Gwyliau Gartref 1.00 Ceffylau Cymru 1.30 Pen/Campwyr 2.00 Only Boys 
Aloud 3.00 Radio Fa’ma 4.00 Awr Fawr: Bing 410 Cymylaubychain 4.20 Octonots 4.35 Ein Byd Bach Ni 
Rygbi Indigo Prem 7.50 Newyddion S4C A’r Tywydd 8.00 Pobol Y Cwm 


A. 


6.10 am Countdown (R,S,HD) 

6.50 The King Of Queens 
Double bill. (R,S,HD) 

7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (R,S,HD) 

8.35 The Simpsons (R,S,HD) 

11.50 Lemony Snicket’s A 
Series Of Unfortunate 

[il Events Comedy starring 
Jim Carrey. (2004) 
©6606 (S,HD) 

1.55 Chateau DIY At 
Christmas Sarah and 
George organise a carol 
concert. (R,S,HD) 

2.55 The Snowman: The 
Film That Changed 
Christmas The 
impact of the festive 
animation. (R,S,HD) 

4.00 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on 
Raymond Briggs’ festive 
tale. (R,S,HD) 

4.35 A Place In The Sun 
In France. (S,HD) 

5.35 C4 News (S,HD) 

6.05 Extraordinary Escapes 
At Christmas With 
Sandi Toksvig Exploring 
Norway. (R,S,HD) 


7.00 Christmas At 
Harewood House 
(2/3) Life at Harewood 
House, one of England’s 
finest Treasure Houses 
which was built in the 
1700s. (R,S,HD) 

8.00 Escape To The Chateau 
At Christmas 
(8/8) The Strawbridges 
prepare their festive 
celebrations. (R,S,HD) 

9.00 First Dates At 
Christmas 
A jeweller and a portrait 
artist are among this 
year's Christmas 
dates. (S,HD) 

10.00 The Lateish Show 
With Mo Gilligan: 
Christmas Special 
With Jason Manford, 
Danny and Dani Dyer, 
Marvin Humes, Sophie 
Willan and Samson 
Kayo. (S,HD) 

11.05 Micky Flanagan: 

The Out Out Tour 

A performance from the 

comedian’s sold-out tour 
of 2011. (2011) (S,HD) 

12.05 [7/1] The Untouchables 
Gangster thriller. (1987) 
66066 (S,HD) 

2.05 [iii K-19: The 
Widowmaker (2002) @@& 
(S,HD) 4.20 Old House, 
New Home (R,S,SL,HD) 
5.15 Food Unwrapped 
(R,S,SL,HD) 5.40 
Sunday Brunch Best Bits 
(R,S,HD) 5.55-6.35am 
Countdown (R,S,HD) 


6am Milkshake! 

9.15 Entertainment 
News On 5 (S,HD) 

9.20 Murder At The Gallop 
Mystery starring 
Margaret Rutherford and 
Robert Morley. (1963) 

66 (B/W,S,HD) 

11.05 Oklahoma! Musical 
Western starring Gordon 

acRae, Shirley Jones 
and Rod Steiger. (1955) 

666 (S,HD 

1.55 Hook Steven Spielberg's 
antasy adventure 
starring Robin Williams, 
Dustin Hoffman, Bob 

Hoskins and Julia 

Roberts. (1991) 
666 (S,HD) 

4.50 The Goonies The 
discovery of a treasure 

TO ap plunges seven kids 
into the adventure of a 
lifetime to save their 
homes from developers. 
Family adventure 
starring Sean Astin and 
Corey Feldman. (1985) 
666 (S,HD) Then 
5 News Update 


Freeview: 237 Freesat: 217 
Sky: 522 Virgin: 606 
6am James Max The host's 
early breakfast show 

provides an initial 
insight into the day’s 
top stories. (HD) 

6.30 The Julia Hartley- 
Brewer Breakfast 
Show All the stories 
you need to know to 
start your day. (HD) 

10.00 The Independent 
Republic Of Mike 
Graham The host tears 
his way through the 
newspapers. (HD) 

1.00 lan Collins The host 
cuts through the echo- 
chamber with hard- 
hitting monologues, 
stimulating debates 
and dedicated time for 
your calls. (HD) 

4.00 Vanessa Feltz 
The host guides you 
through the big stories 
of the day from the 
world of politics, 
current affairs and 
showbiz. (HD) 


Listen 


=> 
EO é 


DAB+ | Smart Speaker 


7.00 World’s Strongest 
Man 2022 
(5/10) Action from heat 
one in Sacramento, 
California, as the 44th 
edition of the 
prestigious strongman 
contest got under way. 
(S,HD) Followed by 
5 News Update 

8.00 Britain’s Poshest 
Designer Outlet: 
Inside Bicester Village 
Experts uncover the 
secrets of Bicester 
Village's success. (S,HD) 

9.00 Riptide 
(1/4) When a man fails 

NEW return from his 
morning swim, police 
presume he has 
drowned in the riptide. 
Thriller starring Jo 
Joyner. (S,HD) 

10.00 Dolly Parton: 20 
Greatest Moments 
(R,S,HD) 11.55 Dolly, 
Kenny & Friends: 
Greatest Hits (R,S,HD) 
Then Entertainment 
News On 5 

1.00 The LeoVegas Live 
Casino Show (S,HD) 
3.00 Entertainment 
News On 5 (S,HD) 3.10 
World’s Funniest TV Ads 
With Jason Manford 
(R,S,HD) 4.05 Henry 
Vill: Rise Of A Tyrant 
(R,S,HD) 4.50 Divine 
Designs (R,S,SL) 5.20 
Paw Patrol (S) 5.45-6am 
Pip And Posy (R,S,SL) 


5 Ky’ 
The programme sees 
De: straight-talking 
voice of the people take 
on the issues that 
really matter. (HD) 
8.00 Piers Morgan 
Uncensored 
The host presents his 
unmissable verdict on 
the day's global events 
with an hour of fearless 
debate, straight-talking 
interviews with the 
world's leading figures, 
and plenty of fun. (HD) 
9.00 The Talk 
A panel of opinionated 
famous faces debate 
the hot topics 
everybody’s talking 
about. (HD) 


10.00 First Edition 
A look at tomorrow’s 
WE news through the lens 
of the newspaper first 
editions. (HD) 
11.00 Piers Morgan 
Uncensored 
The day’s events. (R,HD) 
12.00 Petrie Hosken (HD) 
1.00 Vanessa Feltz 
(R,HD) 2.00 Jeremy Kyle 
Live (R,HD) 3.00 Piers 
Morgan Uncensored 
(R,HD) 4.00 The Talk 
(R,HD) 5.00-6am 
James Max (HD) 
Watch live on all major 
social media platforms, 
the Talk.TV website 
or the TalkTV app 


PRIMETIME | 
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ALISON STEADMAN’S BBC 
One comedy Here We Go will 
return for a second series. 

An insider said: “Audiences 
loved Alison’s wonderfully 
unfiltered character Sue. 

“She is the matriarch of the 
family at the heart of the show, 
and audiences warmed to 
those around her, too.” 

Alison is a firm fixture at 
Christmas as Pam Shipman in 
Gavin & Stacey, which 
continues to make it into 
viewers’ top tens. 

But it is looking less and less 
likely that the show, written by 
JAMES CORDEN and RUTH 
JONES, will make a comeback. 

So it is good news for Alison 
that Here We Go series two 
has got the go-ahead. 

The sitcom also starred 
KATHERINE PARKINSON and 
Ghosts’ JIM HOWICK when it 
hit our screens in the spring. 

It followed the fortunes of 
the dysfunctional Jessops as 
they tried to cope with an 
eventful camping trip to 
Scotland, a flooded garden 
and a nightmare meal in an 
Italian restaurant. 

But it was clearly a recipe 
for success. 


MO GILLIGAN has revealed his 
unlikely coping strategy as 
his diary becomes even 
more packed. 

The busy comedian’s 


new BBC One musical 
game show, That’s 
My Jam, 
launched to an 
impressive 
3.6million 
viewers last 
week and 
his ITV 
hit The 
Masked 
Singer, 

in which 
heisa 
panellist, 
returns on 
New Year’s 
Day. Luckily 
Mo, right, 
knows he 
can de- 
stress by 
heading to 
discount 
stores. He said: 
“Going to B&M and 
hunting for bargains, 
that’s what I do to 
switch off from 
reality - garden 
centres.” 


ark is Wright 
an for US jo 
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THREE years on from finishing his 
dream job presenting on Extra TV in the 
US, MARK WRIGHT’s telly career is 
going international again. 

I can exclusively reveal he is one of the 
presenters of The Challenge: War Of The 
Worlds, which will air around the globe later 
in the new year. 

He got the job following his success hosting 
the British version of the game on Channel 5, 
which is due to be broadcast next month. 

And Channel 5 bosses were so impressed, 
he has been asked back to present a second 
series of that, too. 

The series involves reality stars competing 
in stunt-heavy adventures to win cash prizes 
and avoid elimination, 

A source said: “Mark wrapped filming on 
War Of The Worlds at the start of this 
month. They filmed the series in South 
Africa and it was a dream gig for Mark, who 
really got into it. 

“He was chosen as a presenter because of 
his ease on camera during the British version 
of the show, which goes out on Channel 5 in 
January. Mark is also well liked by US audi- 
ences because of his time on Extra TV. 

“He has a global appeal and is an easy sell 
to TV bosses. 

“Love Island’s KAZ CROSSLEY competed in 
the show for the UK, along with Geordie 
Shore star NATHAN HENRY. The series will 
air worldwide, so fans will be able to see it.” 

Mark, who got his big break on Extra in 
2017, spent two years hosting it. 

He revealed this year that he had been 

forced to turn down a major US gig to 

continue his career in the UK, where he 
lives with his wife MICHELLE KEEGAN. 
Mark said: “I was actually meant to 
host a really big dating show out 
there a few months ago. 

“But I couldn’t do it because I had 
} to be in a bubble for three months 
and I wouldn’t have been able to 

leave, so I had to say no. 

“When I was out there I saw the 
show on TV and it looked really 
good, so I was devastated. 

“But I don’t 
regret leaving LA.” 


= 


IN DEMAND 
\ | ... Mark 


SILENT Witness fans were 
delighted when Nikki and Jack 
finally got together in the last 
series after years of flirting. 

So they will be chuffed to 
hear scriptwriters don’t plan to 
tear them apart just yet. 

Teasing the future of their 
relationship ahead of the 
crime saga’s 26th series, 
EMILIA FOX, who plays Nikki, 
said: “Now that they’re 
together, this epic story puts 
the Jack and Nikki relationship 
under pressure. 

“Not in the way of ‘once 
you’ve got two 
regular 
characters 
together, you 
put themin 
immediate 
conflict and 
break them up’. 

“We didn’t 
want that 
because the EPIC .. . Fox 
characters have 
got such a deep love for each 
other. But a different kind of 
pressure is put on them as 
they realise that they’re each 
other’s strength, but they’re 
also each other’s vulnerability 
because they care so much for 
each other. 

“If either of them is in 
danger, that puts real stress 
on the other. The relationship 
has suddenly given them an 
Achilles heel.” 

Sounds, errr, promising. 

The series returns to BBC 
One on January 2. 


GORGEOUS new 

animation The Boy, 
The Mole, The Fox And 
The Horse was the most- 
watched Programme on 
Christmas Eve across all 
channels. The Cosy tale 
of en and loyalty 

racte illi i 

nae ell viewers 


I’M A Celebrity introduced 
CHARLENE WHITE to a whole 
new audience - which means 
some have assumed she is 
new on the showbiz beat. 

But the ITV newsreader and 
Loose Women panellist said: 
“I’ve been doing it for 20 years 
now, and ITV for 15. 

“| started off as the 
overnight girl r 
working really 
horrendous 
shifts. 

“Getting in at 
9 o’clock at 
night and not 
leaving until 10 


o’clock the y 
following 

; HOURS... 
morning, seven CEseane 


days on. | toiled 
away for a really long time to 
make my mark. 

“So lam like, no, | have been 
doing this for a really long 
time!” 

I’m sure there were dull days 
in the jungle that felt just as 
drawn-out. 
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FREEVIEW 


7pm FILM Trolls: World Tour. Animated 
adventure with the voices of Anna Kendrick and 
Justin Timberlake. (2020) 8.20 FILM Trolls 
Holiday In Harmony. Animated short with the 
voices of Anna Kendrick and Justin Timberlake. 
(2021) 8.45 Becoming..The Batman 9.00 | Can 
See Your Voice 10.00 FILM Game Night. Black 
comedy starring Jason Bateman (2018) 11.35 
Love In The Flesh 1.05 Planet Sex With Cara 
Delevingne 1.50 Freeze: Back On Thin Ice 
2.35 Hot Property 3.05 Freeze: Back On Thin 
Ice 3.50-4am Press X To Continue 


BBC FOUR 
7pm Winter Walks 7.30 Great Continental 
Railway Journeys 8.00 Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures With Dame Sue Black 9.00 One Foot In 
The Grave 10.00 Tutti Frutti. Danny takes part in 
a documentary about his brother. 11.00 Tutti 
Frutti. Noreen throws in the towel. 12.00 Nature: 
The Classical Collection 1.00 Hope Street 1.45 
Winter Walks 2.45 Great Continental Railway 
Journeys 2.45-3.45am Royal Institution 
Christmas Lectures With Dame Sue Black 

V) 


6am Unwind With ITV 6.25 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 7.00 Secret Crush 
8.00 Ninja Warrior UK: Race For Glory 9.00 
FILM Ella Enchanted. Fantasy adventure starring 
Anne Hathaway. (2004) 10.55 FILM Annie. 
Musical remake starring Quvenzhane Wallis and 
Jamie Foxx. (2014) 115 Family Fortunes 245 
Alan Carr's Epic Gameshow: Celebrity Special 
3.20 FILM Hotel Transylvania 3: A Monster 
Vacation (2018) 515 FILM The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 8.00 FILM Aquaman (2018) 
10.45 Family Guy 11.45 American Dad! 

12.40 Shopping With Keith Lemon 1.40 All 
American 3.45 Dress To Impress 4.10 Secret 
Crush 5.05 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 5.30-6am Unwind With ITV 


; 


6am George And Mildred 6.40 The Royal 7.35 
Poirot 9.50 FILM Carry On Don't Lose Your 
Head (1966) 11.40 FILM Carry On Doctor 
(1967) 1.30 FILM Carry On Behind (1975) 3.20 
FILM Carry On Up The Jungle (1970) 540 
FILM Carry On At Your Convenience (1971) 
7.00 Heartbeat 8.00 Doc Martin 10.00 DCI 
Banks 11.55 Angela Black 12.55 Poirot 3.10 
FILM Carry On Don't Lose Your Head (1966) 
4.55-6am The Darling Buds Of May 


, 


6am Dramatic Finishes 6.05 Isle Of Man TT 
8.00 English Football League Highlights 10.00 
British Touring Car Championship Season Review 
1240 The Derby Through The Years 12.30 Live 
ITV Racing: Live From Kempton 3.30 FILM 
Butch Cassidy And The Sundance Kid (1969) 
5.45 River Monsters 6.45 FILM The Mummy 
(1999) 9.00 FILM Die Hard (1988) 11.45 All 
Elite Wrestling: Rampage 12.55 Auto Mundial 
1.25 Motorsport Mundial 1.55 Driving Force 
3.55 Isle Of Man TT 5.30-6am The Protectors 


6am Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 610 We're Going 
On A Bear Hunt 6.35 The Tiger Who Came To 
Tea 7.00 Ramsay's Hotel Hell 8.00 Black-ish 
9.00 How | Met Your Mother 10.00 The 
Goldbergs 11.00 The Big Bang Theory 2.00 
FILM The Karate Kid. Drama starring Ralph 
Macchio. (1984) 4.25 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 


BIG CHANGE... Ralph Little plays a detective in Death In Paradise 


4.35 Modern Family 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 
7.30 Modern Family 9.00 Gogglebox Festive 
Special. The households' reactions to TV shows 
aired across Christmas. 10.35 Naked Attraction 
11.40 First Dates At Christmas 2021 12.45 The 
Inbetweeners 1.50 Made In Chelsea: Bonjour 
Baby 2.45 Summer House 3.35 The 
Inbetweeners 4.25 The Big Bang Theory 4.50- 
6am Brooklyn Nine-Nine 


VC MORES treeview18 
8.55am Kirstie’s House Of Craft 915 A Place In 
The Sun 11.05 Find It, Fix It, Flog It 110 Heir 
Hunters 3.10 Four In A Bed 5.50 Chateau DIY 
At Christmas 6.55 Escape To The Chateau At 
Christmas 7.55 Grand Designs 9.00 Highclere: 
Behind The Scenes At Christmas 10.00 
Christmas At Chatsworth House 2019 11.05 
FILM Bridge Of Spies. Steven Spielberg's fact- 
based Cold War drama starring Tom Hanks. 
(2015) 1.50-3.55am 24 Hours In A&E 


More4 9pm Highclere: Behind the Scenes 
at Christmas with Lord and Lady Carnarvon 


5 " 


7am Border Security: Australia’s Front Line 
9.00 Police Ten 7 11.00 Highway Cops 2.00 
999 Frontline 4.00 Highway Patrol 7.00 Hawaii 
Five-0 8.00 Caught On Dashcam 9.00 FBI 
10.00 FBI 11.00 World's Most Evil Killers 
1.00 The Force: Manchester 2.00 Nothing To 
Declare 3.00 Border Patrol 4.00 Motorway 
Patrol 5.00-6am Police Ten 7 

DAV 


715am Yianni: Supercar Customiser 7.50 Eddie 
Eats America 8.20 Top Gear: Burma Special 
11.00 Red Bull Soapbox Race 12.00 James 
May's Cars Of The People 1.00 QI XL 2.00 
Would | Lie To You? 4.00 Top Gear India 
Special 6.00 Richard Osman’s House Of Games 


DEATH IN PARADISE 
BBC One 


WE were used to seeing Ralf 
Little at Christmas, usually 
being ordered by Jim Royle to 
put the kettle on. 

But 20 years on from the final 
series of the Royle Family, Ralf 
is half the world away from that 
Manchester council house, 
solving crime in the Caribbean. 

The Boxing Day instalment of 
Death In Paradise is the second 
Christmas Special Ralf has 
appeared in as DI Neville 
Parker since taking on the lead 
role in the crime drama. 

And he starts the 90-minute 
episode in a bit of a faff, as a 


containing Christmas treats is 
missing. But that incident 
wasn't the major investigation 
on his hands. 

Atrue-crime podcaster is 
found dead while examining 
the mysterious, historic case of 
amissing child, which Parker's 
boss — Commissioner Selwyn 
Patterson (Don Warrington) — 
knows all too well. 

While working as a young 
police officer, he had promised 
the missing boy’s twin brother 
that he would return him safely. 


last night 


Patterson aren't expecting — 
and which is key to the case 
and their hopes of cracking it — 
is a psychic called Danny 
Sheridan. 

Sheridan is played by Les 
Dennis, who's clearly employed 
David Gest’s old hair colourist 
to prepare him for his 
mainstream telly comeback. 

Sheridan discovers the 
missing child is alive, not by 
using his special powers but by 
bumping into him in a Trinidad 
boozer. 


6.40 QI XL 7.40 Would | Lie To You? 9.00 Ql. 
With Ross Noble, Dara O Briain, Jeremy Clarkson 
and Alan Davies. 10.20 Would | Lie To You? 
11.00 Live At The Moth Club 12.00 Have | Got 
A Bit More News For You 1.00 Mock The Week 
1.40 QI! 2.15 Would | Lie To You? 2.45- 

4am Mel Giedroyc: Unforgivable 


7.05am New Tricks 8.40 Birds Of A Feather 
9.50 Classic Casualty 12.00 The Bill 1.00 
Classic EastEnders 2.20 The Green Green 
Grass 3.40 Porridge 5.00 Persuasion 7.00 
Miss Marple 9.00 Father Brown 10.00 New 
Tricks 11.20 Hustle 12.40 New Tricks 2.00 
Taggart 3.00-4am A Place To Call Home 
REALLY 
6am Fantasy Homes By The Sea 7.00 
Teleshopping 8.00 Dr Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet 
1.00 The Yorkshire Auction House 6.00 The 
Repair Shop 7.00 Money For Nothing 8.00 
Antiques Road Trip 9.00 Dr Pimple Popper 
11.00 Kindred Spirits 12.00 Paranormal 911 
1.00 Ghost Adventures 2.00 Teleshopping 
4.00-6am Animal Cops 
DAY 
6am Impossible Railways 8.00 The World At War 
12.00 Sahara With Michael Palin 2.00 Sounds 
Of The Sixties 3.00 Sounds Of The Seventies 
4.00 Bangers And Cash 8.00 Great British 
Railway Journeys 9.00 Bangers And Cash 11.00 
Abandoned Engineering 12.00 Great British 
Railway Journeys 1.00-3am Impossible Railways 
W 


6.30am DIY SOS: The Big Build 7.25 FILM Mr 
Stink (2012) 8.45 DIY SOS: The Big Build 

11.45 Outnumbered 12.40 Gavin & Stacey 
6.40 My Family Christmas Special 2005 7.50 
My Family Christmas Special 2006 9.00 Stacey 
Dooley On The Psych Ward 10.00 24 Hours In 
A&E 11.00 Killer Women With Piers Morgan 
12.00 Emma Willis: Delivering Babies 1.05 
Tipping Point 1.55-3am Inside The Ambulance 


| 


6am How Do They Do It? 6.25 Shed And Buried 
8.00 American Pickers 10.00 Outback Opal 
Hunters 7.00 Aussie Gold Hunters 8.00 Salvage 
Hunters 9.00 The Lost Lincoln. Documentary. 
11.00 Abandoned: Chernobyl’s Deadly Secrets 
12.00 Mysteries Of The Missing 4.00 How It's 
Made 5.00-6am Teleshopping 


suitcase sent by his mum 


But what Parker and 


SPORT 


Sky Sports Main Event 5pm Tom Ince 
and Reading face Swansea in the EFL 


SKY SPORTS MAIN EVENT 
6am Test Cricket. Pakistan v New 
Zealand. 12.00 [E)\73J World Darts 
Championship. Coverage of session one on da 
10 at Alexandra Palace in London. 4.30 
EFL. Bolton Wanderers v Derby County. Kick-off 
at 3.00. 5.00 EFL. Reading v Swansea 
City. Championship action. Kick-off at 5.15. 
7.30 World Darts Championship 
Coverage of session two on day 10 at 
Alexandra Palace in London. 
11.00 Sky Sports News 
12.00 Total Access 1.00 Sky Sports News 
5.00-6am Test Cricket. Pakistan v 
New Zealand. Day three of the First Test. 


SKY SPORTS PREMIER LEAGUE 

6am PL Greatest Games 7.00 PL Legends 
8.00 PL Best Goals 9.00 PL 100 Club 10.00 
The Football Show 11.00 The Football Show 
11.30 Ref Watch 12.00 The Football Show 
12.30 The Football Show 1.00 PL Years 3.00 
PL Greatest Games 4.00 Premier League Best 
Goals 5.00 PL 100 Club 6.00 PL Legends 
6.30 PL Legends: Ruud Van Nistelrooy 

7.00 Soccer AM: The Best Bits All the 
best bits from the week’s Soccer AM. 

7.30 PL 100 Club The best of Andy Cole’s 
187 goals in the Premier League. 

8.00 Gary Neville’s Soccerbox 

9.00 Soccer AM: The Best Bits All the 
best bits from the week’s Soccer AM. 

9.30 Premier League 100: Michael 
Owen The former striker reflects on his career. 

10.00 Class Of ’92: Full Time 


And it’s only after he was 


11.00 PL Retro Action from the Manchester 
United v Liverpool from the 2008/09 season. 

1.00 PL Years 3.00 PL Greatest Games 
4.00 PL Best Goals 5.30-6am PL 100 Club 


SKY SPORTS FOOTBALL 

6am EFL 9.00 EFL Rivalries 9.30 MLS 
Round-Up Show 10.30 Soccer AM: The Best 
Bits 11.00 Bundesliga Special: Midseason 
Review 12.00 EFL. Leyton Orient v 
Stevenage. Kick-off at 12.30. 2.45 EFL. 
Bolton Wanderers v Derby County. Kick-off at 
3.00. 5.00 EFL. Reading v Swansea 
City. Championship action. Kick-off at 5.15. 

7.30 EFL Burnley v Birmingham City. 
Action from Turf Moor. Kick-off at 8.00. 

10.30 EFL Goals: Leagues 1 & 2 
Highlights from Sky Bet League One and Two. 

11.00 EFL Action from the latest matches. 

11.45 EFL Highlights 

1.30 EFL Goals: Leagues 1 & 2 2.00 EFL 
Highlights 3.00 EFL Greatest Games 
3.5-6am Championship Retro 


SKY SPORTS NFL 

6am NFL: America’s Game 7.00 NFL Bitesize 
Highlights 8.30 Her Huddle 9.00 NFL: A 
Football Life 10.00 NFL Highlights 11.00 NFL 
Bitesize Highlights 12.00 Good Morning 
Football 3.00 NFL Highlights 4.00 NFL 
Bitesize Highlights 5.00 NFL Highlights 
6.00 NBC's Pro-Football Talk 

8.00 NFL Bitesize Highlights 

9.00 Super Bowl LVI Highlights 
Cincinnati Bengals v Los Angeles Rams. 

11.00 NFL Fantasy 

12.00 Total Access 1.00 Super Bowl LV 
Highlights 3.00 NFL Highlights 4.00-6am 
NEL: A Football Life 


SKY SPORTS DARTS 

6am World Darts Championship 10.00 Darts 
Gold 12.00 World Darts Championship. 
Coverage of session one on day 10 at 
Alexandra Palace in London. 4.30 Darts Gold 
7.00 World Darts Championship 
Coverage of session two on day 10. 

11.00 Darts Gold Four episodes. 

1.00 World Darts Championship. Action from 
day 10. 5.30-6am Darts Gold 


BT SPORT 1 
6am Isuzu UTE A-League. Melbourne 
City v Central Coast Mariners. Kick-off at 6.00. 
8.00 ESPN FC 8.30 Immortals 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Sky Showcase 6.30pm Julianne Moore 
stars in The Lost World: Jurassic Park 


7V HOWCA 


6am Orangutan Jungle School 7.00 Predators 
8.00 The Simpsons 10.00 TV’s Greatest 
Gameshows 12.00 Live World Darts 
Championship 4.30 Sport’s Funniest Moments 
6.30 FILM The Lost World: Jurassic Park. 
Dinosaur adventure sequel with Jeff Goldblum 
and Julianne Moore (1997) 9.00 Lionesses: 
When Football Came Home. The inside story of 
the England team’s triumph at the UEFA 
Women’s Euro 2022. 10.40 Ricky Gervais Live: 
Animals. The comedian’s first stand-up tour. 
12.10 Never Mind The Buzzcocks 1.40 Avenue 
5 2.50 Kylie Minogue's Infinite Disco 4.00 Rob 
& Romesh Vs Golf 5.00-6am Futurama 


6am Fish Town 7.50 Game Of Thrones 11.00 
The Gilded Age 9.00 Game Of Thrones. The 
Night's Watch stands behind Alliser Thorne. 
10.05 Game Of Thrones. Tommen confronts the 
High Sparrow. 1140 Game Of Thrones. Jorah 
and Daario undertake a difficult task. 12.15 | Hate 
Suzie Too. As she tries to win the British public's 
affection, Suzie decides to show them who she 
really is. 1.20 Winning Time: The Rise Of The 
Lakers Dynasty. Drama starring John C Reilly 
2.25 Mare Of Easttown. 3.35 In Treatment 
4.05 The Fear Index 5.05-6am Fish Town 


KY WITNESS 
6am The Force: Manchester 7.00 Border Patrol 
9.00 Customs UK 12.00 Nothing To Declare 
7.00 Caught On Dashcam. Outrageous road 
disasters captured via dashboard cameras. 
8.00 Blue Bloods. Baez forces Danny to help 
her find the killer of her favourite TV personality. 
9.00 The Good Doctor. Shaun introduces a new 
performance rating system. 10.00 Bull. Jason 
puts his grievances aside to bring a drug lord to 
justice. 11.00 FILM Kiss The Girls (1997) 

1.00 New Amsterdam 3.00 Blue Bloods 
5.00-6am Brit Cops: Rapid Response 


Sa) |) 
710am Only Fools And Horses 9.00 Death On 
The Tyne. Comedy mystery starring Johnny 
Vegas and Sian Gibson. 11.00 The Cockfields 
Christmas Special 12.00 Peep Show 1.05 
Knowing Me, Knowing Yule: With Alan Partridge 


245 Victoria Wood 2.45 The Cockfields 
Christmas Special 3.35-4am Peep Show 
OMEDY NTRA 
8am Last Man Standing 12.00 FILM Santa 
Who? Family comedy starring Leslie Nielsen and 
Max Morrow. (2000) 1.50 Friends 9.00 FILM 
R.I.P.D. Fantasy adventure with Ryan Reynolds 
and Jeff Bridges. (2013) 11.00 FILM Drive 
Angry. Fantasy thriller starring Nicolas Cage, 
Amber Heard and William Fichtner. (2011) 
1.00 Jason Manford Live 2.00 Chris Ramsey: 
Approval Needed 3.00 Jimmy Carr: Making 
People Laugh 3.45 Amy Schumer: Comedy 
Central Live 440-5am Friends 


7.25am Death In Paradise 6.00 Without A 
Trace 7.00 The Mallorca Files. The murder of a 
footballer’s best friend reveals a forbidden love 
affair. 8.00 CSI: Vegas. The team investigates 
the eccentric world of sideshows. 9.00 The 
Coroner. An ice-cream factory owner is found 
dead in a freezer. 10.00 WPC 56. Annie’s 
involvement in a murder case causes a rift with 
her father. 11.00 Without A Trace. The team 
searches for a retired soldier. Thriller starring 
Anthony LaPaglia and Marianne Jean-Baptiste. 
12.00-4am Death In Paradise 

iV OMEDY 
8am Will & Grace 5.00 Curb Your Enthusiasm 
9.00 Larry David: Curb Your Enthusiasm. Spoof 


documentary, following the Seinfeld writer as he 
tries to make a return to stand-up comedy. 


10.20 Ricky Gervais Live: Animals. Feature- 
length film shot during the comedian's first stand- 
up tour, including excerpts from his performance 
at the Bloomsbury Theatre and backstage 
footage. 11.50 The US Office 12.20 The US 
Office 12.50 Avenue 5 2.00 American Auto. 
Sitcom starring Ana Gasteyer. 2.30 Rosie 
Molloy Gives Up Everything 3.30 Sex And The 
City 4.05 Futurama 5.00-6am Teleshopping 


Pe DISCOVERY | 
6am Expedition Bigfoot 7.00 Deadliest Catch 
8.00 Treehouse Masters 9.00 Building Off The 
Grid 10.00 Gold Rush: Parker's Trail 6.00 
Garage Rehab. Richard and the team transform a 
struggling bike shop in Florida. 7.00 Diesel 
Brothers. A client asks for a monster school bus 
capable of driving over sand and water, and The 
Muscle brings in a build for a gym buddy- a 
Raptor-style. 8.00 Outback Truckers. Veteran 
road train trucker Mark Pett is hauling 78 tonnes 
of cement and steel straight into a disaster zone. 
9.00 Gold Rush. The gold miners of the Yukon 
put everything on the line in the hopes of striking 
it rich. 10.00 Gold Rush: White Water. Dakota 
Fred and his son Dustin risk their lives to find a 
fortune in gold nuggets. 11.00 Gold Rush: The 
Dirt. Tony finally shows Christo his never-before- 
seen gold room and his two massive cuts. Then, 
Ruby gives a lesson on operating the 950 
excavator. 12.00 Expedition Bigfoot 1.00 Gold 
Rush 2.00 Gold Rush: White Water 3.00 
Alaska: The Last Frontier 4.00 Expedition 
Bigfoot 5.00-6am Teleshopping 


RADIO 


| 
a 
ne” 


TalkRadio 10pm James Whale 
reacts to the big stories of the day 


6am Steve Denyer 10.00 Rich Williams 
2.00 Tim Cocker 6.00 12396 7.00 
James Merritt 11.00 Olivia Jones 
2.00-6am Sean Goldsmith 


ALKRADIO as talkradio.co.uk 
7am David Bull 10.00 Richard Tice 
1.00 Cristo Foufas 4.00 Petrie Hosken 
7.00 Best Of Jeremy Kyle 8.00 Andre 
Walker 10.00 James Whale 1.00 Paul 
Ross 5.00-7am Breakfast Show 


ALKSPORT 1053, 1089MW talksport.com 
6am Laura Woods 10.00 Jim White And 
Simon Jordan 1.00 Hawksbee And Baker 


attacked inside his home by the 
podcaster’s killer, who was 
trying to prevent the case from 
being reopened, that he comes 
clean, pouring his heart out 
inside his mansion in scenes 
that are reminiscent of Les’s 
stint in Celebrity Big Brother 2. 

It's easy to see why the BBC 
sees Death In Paradise as such 
a home banker in the 
Christmas ratings battle, as the 
cosy drama’s whodunnits are 
always wrapped up so cleanly, 
the setting is glorious, plus the 
cast is filled with such likeable 
characters. 

It's a handy pick-me-up from 
the annual misery of an 
EastEnders Christmas episode. 

STUART PINK 


8.45 J Isuzu UTE A-League. Adelaide 
United v Newcastle Jets. Kick-off at 8.45. 
10.45 BT Sport Fight Night 11.45 Sport in 
Focus 12.00 Rugby Stories 1.00 

Allianz Women Premier 15s. Harlequins Women 
v Bristol Bears Women. Kick-off at 1.30. 

3.45 | Gallagher Premiership Rugby 
Union. Harlequins v Bristol Bears. Kick-off at 
415. 6.30 Scottish Football Extra 7.00 ESPN 
FC Presents: Gab & Juls 7.30 ChatterBox 
8.30 Scottish Football Extra 9.00 WWE 
Monday Night Raw 11.30 Premier League 
Stories 12.00 WWE NXT Highlights 1.00 

| WWE NXT. Wrestling coverage. 
3.15-3.45am Scottish Football Extra 


BT SPORT 2 

7.30am Vanarama National League 9.00 
Ultimate Pool Professional Cup 11.00 
Ultimate Pool Professional Cup. Action from day 
four of the Ultimate Pool Professional Cup. 
5.00 ESPN FC Presents: Gab & Juls 5.30 
Test Cricket Highlights 6.30 Ligue 1 Show 
7.00 | Ultimate Pool Professional Cup. 
Action from day four of the Ultimate Pool 
Professional Cup. 10.00 Gallagher Premiership 
Rugby Highlights 11.30pm-7.30am J 
Test Cricket. Australia v South Africa. 


VIAPLAY SPORTS 1 

6am Top 14 Rugby Union 8.00 United Rugby 
Championship Highlights 9.00 Top 14 Rugby 
Union Highlights 9.30 Laliga Specials 10.00 
Top 14 Rugby Union 12.00 Laliga Specials 
1.00 United Rugby Championship Highlights 
2.00 LaLiga News. The latest headlines from 
the Spanish top flight. 2.30 Sporting Greats 
3.00 United Rugby Championship 5.00 Laliga 
Specials 5.30 Viaplay Sports Elite 
League. Cardiff Devils v Coventry Blaze. 

From Ice Arena Wales. Face-off at 6.00. 

8.45 LaLiga World A round-up of recent 
action from the top-flighty Spanish league. 

9415 United Rugby Championship 
Highlights Action from the latest games. 

10.30 Top 14 Rugby Union Highlights 
Action from France’s top domestic competition. 

11.00 NHL On The Fly Highlights and news 
from the NHL. 

12.00 NHL Ice Hockey. New York 
Rangers v Washington Capitals. Coverage from 
Madison Square Garden. Face-off at 12.00. 
3.00 United Rugby Championship Highlights 
4.00-6am United Rugby Championship 


4.00 GameDay Live 10.00 Sports Bar 12.00 
Extra Time 5.00-6am Early Breakfast 
ALKSPORT2 DAs talksport.com 
6am Sportsday 9.00 TalkSPORT Exclusives 
1.00 The TalkSPORT 2 Social 5.00 TalkSPORT 
Exclusives 6.00 Cricket Collective 8.00 
TalkSPORT Exclusives 12.00 TalkSPORT 
Exclusives 5.00-6am Early Breakfast 


V RADIO DAB thetimes.co.uk/radio 
6am Times Radio Breakfast 10.00 Carole 
Walker 1.00 The Messiah And His Kittens With 
Louise Callaghan 3.00 Jane Garvey And Fi 
Glover 5.00 Times Radio Drive 8.00 Jane 
Garvey And Fi Glover 10.00 Late Nights On 
Times Radio 1.00-6am Highlights 


RADIO 1 97.6-99.8FM bbc.co.uk/radiol 
6am Anthems 6.00 Clara Amfo 8.00 Jack 
Saunders 10.00 Sian Eleri 11.00 Annie 
Nightingale Presents 1.00 Drum & Bass Mix 
1.30 Drum & Bass Mix 2.00 Relax In Love 3.00 
Instrumental 4.00 Relax 5.00-6am Dance 


RADIO 2 88-91FM bhc.co.uk/radio2 
6.30am Gary Davies 9.30 DJ Spoony 
12.00 Tina Daheley 2.00 Anita Rani 4.00 OJ 
Borg 6.30 OJ Borg’s Half Wower 7.00 The 
Best Of Radio 2’s Piano Room (R) 9.00 Radio 2 
All Stars 10.00 Trevor Nelson’s Magnificent 7 
10.30 Trevor Nelson's Rhythm Nation 
12.00 Radio 2 Unwinds With Angela Griffin (R) 
3.00 Radio 2 In Concert: Duran Duran (R) 
4.00-6.30am Early Breakfast Show 


ADDICTIVE... Jo Joyner 


RIPTIDE, Channel 5, 9pm: The 
always impressive Jo Joyner 
stars in this slick psychological 
thriller about a British woman, 
Alison, seemingly living her best 
life in Australia. 

But events take an unexpected 
and nightmarish turn when her 
husband Sean - played by 
Neighbours legend Peter O’Brien 
—goes missing. What could have 
happened to him? 

Continuing nightly until Friday, 
this is atense and addictive treat. 
MIRIAM MARGOLYES: 
AUSTRALIA UNMASKED, BBC 


| Two, 9pm: While we're on the 


subject of Australia, the always 
brilliant value Miriam Margolyes — 
who gained Aussie citizenship in 
2013 —is on a mission to discover 


‘a 


whether the country is still as 
equal and egalitarian as it has 
always claimed to be. 

To find out, she meets fellow 
Aussies such as Hamdi, a 
Somalia-born Uber driver, and 
Israel, an indigenous prisoner, 
plus the prefects at a top 
Melbourne boarding school. 
Fascinating. 

FIRST DATES AT CHRISTMAS, 
Channel 4, 9pm: Is there a more 
romantic time to find love than at 
Christmas? Certainly not for the 
singletons taking part in this 
year’s First Dates festive special, 
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presided over by the one and 
only Fred Sirieix. 

Tonight we get to watch as four 
hopeful pairs meet for the first 
time, keen to hit it off and maybe 
end up under the mistletoe that 
the restaurant staff keep 
appearing with. 

First up, it’s Phoebe, a jeweller 
from Birmingham, and Charlie, a 
portrait artist from Northampton. 

Next we meet “trendy vicar” 
Eve and church technology 
administrator Steve. Then it’s 
Witney, an executive assistant, 
and DJ Reddy, both from 


London, and finally Surrey make- 
up student Rossi and Taylor, a 
law student from Wales. 

A Christmas cracker that’s 
guaranteed to put a warm glow in 
your heart. 


THE LATEISH SHOW WITH MO 
GILLIGAN CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL, Channel 4, 10pm: If 
you're in the mood for a bit of 
post-Christmas partying, Mo's 
your man. 

It’s a star-studded festive bash, 
featuring Jason Manford, Marvin 
Humes, Sophie Willan, Samson 
Kayo and dad and daughter telly 
royalty Danny and Dani Dyer. 

With plenty of chat, games and 
the return of Reply or Deny, it 
promises to be a real belter. 

DAVID BELL 


137 


ee 


Sky Premiere 6.05pm Sam Rockwell is 
the voice of Wolf in The Bad Guys 


6.50am Der Kaiser (PG, 2022) * 
8.35 The Bad Guys (U, 2022) *%& 4% 
10.20 Inbetween Girl (2021) **«*« 
12.00 Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets 
Of Dumbledore (12, 2022) k*x* 2.25 
Firestarter (15, 2022) k** 4.15 The 
Amazing Maurice (PG, 2022) **&* 
6.05 The Bad Guys (U, 2022) k*x** 
8.00 Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets Of 
Dumbledore (12, 2022) *** 10.25 
Boxing Day (12, 2021) **x* 12.20-2am 
Firestarter (15, 2022) k*x&*« 


7.50am Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
Of Grindelwald (12, 2018) **x** 10.05 
Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets Of 
Dumbledore (12, 2022) *** 12.30 Harry 
Potter And The Philosopher’s Stone 
(PG, 2001) **x** 3.05 Harry Potter And 
The Chamber Of Secrets (PG, 2002) 
*&*&*& * 5.45 Harry Potter And The 
Prisoner Of Azkaban (PG, 2004) **& ko 
810 Harry Potter And The Goblet Of 
Fire (12, 2005) ***x* 10.50 Harry Potter 
And The Order Of The Phoenix (12, 2007) 
*&*&*&& 110-3.45am Harry Potter And 
The Half-Blood Prince (12, 2009) k*x*«* 


6.20am Ghostbusters (12, 1984) 

**&* &* 810 Ghostbusters II (PG, 1989) 
ke 10.00 Jurassic Park (PG, 1993) 
* kkk *& 1210 King Kong (12, 2005) 
*&&k* 3:15 The Amazing Spider-Man 
(12, 2012) *&*&%&%* 5.35 The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 (12, 2014) k**** 8.00 
The Matrix Resurrections (15, 2021) 
*** 10.30 | Am Legend (15, 2007) 
****& 1215-2.20am Blade (18, 1998) 
kk KK 2.20 Blade Il (18, 2002) * + 


2.35pm Tooth Fairy (PG, 2010) *** 4.40 
Sister Act 2: Back In The Habit (PG, 
1993) **«* 6.50 Knight And Day (12, 2010) 
*** 9.00 Mission: Impossible: Ghost 
Protocol (12, 2011) k*x* * 11.40pm 
-1.55am American Made (15, 2017) kx*x* 


7pm Code Name: Emerald (PG, 1985) 
%**« 9.00 24 Hours To Live (15, 2017) 
*&** 11.00 War (18, 2007) ** 110 Meet 
Me In St Louis (U, 1944) k#* Aw 

310 Off Set 3.30-5am Close Up 


4pm The Bold And The Brave (PG, 1956) 
* * 5.45 Look At Life 6.00 Scotland 
Yard 6.35 The House In Marsh Road 
(PG, 1960) *** 8.00 Maigret 9.05 The 
Cheap Detective (PG, 1978) k*x* 
11pm-12midnight Public Eye 


6.55pm Home Again (12, 2017) **«* 9.00 
Donnie Brasco (18, 1997) k**«* 11.35 
Transsiberian (15, 2008) *** 1.50-4.10am 
The Butterfly Effect (15, 2004) *%* 


Price par person based on four sharing. Subject to availability, Terms and conditions and date restrictions apply, For full T&Cs see thesun.co.uk/holidays. 
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TAKE 
CONTROL 
OF YOUR 


DEBT. 


a 
Get debt advice online or 

e over the phone. 

If you’re struggling to make payments on more 

than two debts, free debt advice could help you 
decide on the best next steps, without taking 

out another loan. 


MoneyPlus Advice has been helping people 
from across the UK for more than 25 years, 
and we could help you too. 


“Friendly, non- 
judgemental service. 


Thank you for making 
a difficult situation net 
so scary.” 


kKkekke ' For free expert debt advice* 
ae Call 0161837 4011 


Visit www.moneyplus.co.uk 


Scan toning 
out more: 


Thousands of customers rate us excellent 


kkkkk OREVIEWSio 


MoneyPlus Advice is a trading style of MoneyPlus Group Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 


M on eyPlus Conduct Authority. “Initial debt advice is free; fees may be charged for MoneyPlus solutions. All solutions are subject to 
‘ eligibility criteria. MoneyPlus Advice refers customers to MoneyPlus Insolvency Limited for personal insolvency solutions. 
Advice David Griffiths is employed by MoneyPlus and is licensed to act as an Insolvency Practitioner in the UK by the Insolvency 


Practitioners Association. For more information, please visit moneyplusadvice.com/terms-and-conditions. 
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Army did the 
job properly 


WELL done to our 
troops for forfeit- 
ing their own 
Christmas to fill in 
for hundreds of 
Border Force _ staff 


who are on strike. 

At least one thing this country 
can be proud of is our Armed 
Forces. They deserve to be 
rewarded for saving the day, and 
doing so very efficiently. 

YVONNE BURDON 
Leeds 


BORDER Force staff are on strike 
and asking for a ten per cent pay 
increase. At short notice the 
Army stepped in to take over and 
it seems that they’re also doing a 
better job. 

This begs the question: if the 
inexperienced Army can do a 
better job in this situation, are 
the Border Force staff even worth 
their current wages? 

GRAHAM TRIMING 
Chelmsford, Essex 


AIRPORTS are operating much 
more efficiently now they are 
being run by the Army — whose 
personnel are paid a lot less than 
border control staff. 

Border Force’ recruits earn 
£21,431, while soldiers start on an 
average of £15,985 in the army. 

Perhaps the Army and Navy 
could control our border between 
France and England, as the Bor- 
der Force is incapable. 

It just goes to show 
that the Border Force is 
not fit for purpose. 

IAN HILL 

Doncaster 

KING CHARLES faced a 

tough task with his first 
Christmas speech. 

But he rose to 
challenge in fine 


the 
style. 


TRIBUTE...to everyday 
the late Queen 


07537 
410199 


Don’t forget to include your 
name. Standard text rates from 
your provider apply 


THANKS to the Government and 
oil companies exploiting 
motorists, I’ve not driven my van 


for 12 weeks. | use my bike now 
and have saved money for a 
deposit for a holiday cruise. 
ROBERT, Bracknell 
WE pay all this money for a TV 
licence and the BBC put ona 
1972 Morecambe and Wise show 
on Christmas Day. 
JUNE, Southend 
IS Katie Price going for a world 
record after having her 16th 
boob job? 
JOHN, Stafford 


His devotion to duty is akin to 
that of his late beloved mum and 
he displayed the same compas- 
sion regarding the current woes 
of the people of Britain. 
SUSAN CAVE 
Newcastle 
IT must have been difficult for 
King Charles to be at Sandring- 
ham with the Royal Fam- 
ily, but without the Queen. 
His speech offered hope 
and joy for everyone. 
NIGEL DOUGHTY 
Reydon, Suffolk 
PERHAPS the Taliban still 
have to learn that women 
do have a role to play in 
life and should 
be treated with the respect 


cD 


they deserve, rather than as sec- 
md-class citizens. Perhaps the 
misogynistic attitude prevails 
because the men are scared and 
need to keep women subservient. 

MICHAEL FROST 


Romford, Essex 


SO, PM Rishi Sunak wants the 
over-50s to get back to work. 

It infuriates me that there is no 
attempt to compel younger bene- 
fit-takers to pull some _ weight. 
Instead older workers who have 
already contributed for years are 
being asked to shelve their early 
retirement plans. 

JIM SOKOL 
Minehead, Somerset 


I DID not want to put a Christ- 
mas tree up this year. It is wrong 
to celebrate when there is so 
much poverty in the UK. 
I would have rather donated 
the money saved to those in need. 
HOWARD WILLIAMS 
Swansea 


IT’S no surprise to see pubs clos- 
ing down but it is not down to 
the price of beer, it’s down to the 
draconian smoking ban_ brought 
in by Tony Blair in 2007. 

As a result more than 15,000 
pubs, bars, restaurants, cafes and 
Working Men’s Clubs closed, with 
an estimated loss of 150,000 jobs. 

If the hospitality trade is to 
survive, dedicated smoking areas 
must be allowed. 

SEAN SPILLANE 
Folkestone, Kent 


RUSSIA is to send a spacecraft 
to the International Space Station 
to rescue three cosmonauts 
stranded after the Soyuz capsule 
sprang a leak. 

Russia and NASA are working 
to find out the cause of the leak. 
If Russia and the US can work 
together on this, why can’t they 
work together on Ukraine? 

MALCOLM BALMFORTH, 
Keighley, West Yorkshire 
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500 WINNERS EVERY DAY WITH FREE BINGO! 


BE one of 500 winners every day with the Sun’s FREE 13 hours of daily 
Bingo. The offer is open to new and existing customers. To join in, 
scan the QR code with your phone camera or go to sunbingo.co.uk. 
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BINGO! 


HOW did you doin Bobby 
Seagull’s quiz on Pages 28 & 29? 
Check your answers here. 
CELEBRITY: 1. Cristiano Ronaldo 

2. Shirley Ballas 3. Crime 4. Boris 
Becker 5. New South Wales 6. Las 
Vegas 7. Saudi Arabia 8. Tom Parker 
9. Steven Bartlett 10. Richard Osman’s 
House Of Games. 

TV: 1. Holby City 2. Coronation Street 
3. Chris Mason 4. Chelsea Clinton 

5. Bee 6. EastEnders 7. Chris Rock 

8. Neighbours 9. Sex Education 

10. Amol Rajan. 

FILM: 1. Daisy Edgar-Jones 2. Lenny 
Henry 3. Zeus 4. Syria 5. Minions: The 
Rise Of Gru 6. Jane Campion 7. Austin 
Butler 8. Avatar 9. Harry Styles 


Bobby Seagull’s 


quiz answers 


10. Julian Fellowes. 

THE ROYALS: 1. Adelaide Cottage 2. 
Paddington Bear 3. Sir Winston 
Churchill 4. Her Scottish estate at 
Balmoral 5. King Charles III 

6. Elizabeth Debicki 7. Spare 8. Mike 
Tindall 9. Boston 10. May. 

MUSIC: 1. Encanto 2. Stranger Things 
3. Abba Voyage 4. Deliveroo 5. Louis 
Theroux 6. Adam Lambert 7. Liverpool 
8. Taylor Swift 9. Little Simz 

10. Glastonbury Festival. 


SPORT: 1. 2-1 2. Ons Jabeur 3. Pakistan 
4. US Open 5. Curling 6. Sam Kerr 

7. Triathlon 8. Oleksandr Usyk 

9. Michael Owen, 1998 10. Eddie Jones. 
REALITY TV: 1. Maya Jama 2. Lee Ryan 
3. Gina Coladangelo 4. Natalie 
Imbruglia 5. Claude Littner 6. Indian 
Matchmaking 7. Syabira Yusoff 8. Blu 
Hydrangea 9. Pete Wicks 10. Tony 
Adams. 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 1. Copper 
2. Pakistan 3. Lyndon B. Johnson 

4. Uranus 5. Subscriber Identity/ 
Identification Module 6. Harry Potter 
And The Chamber Of Secrets 

7. 800m 8. A cake (1991 court ruling 
meaning a lower rate of VAT applied) 
9. Penguin 10. Genesis. 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 E777] 39 


March 21 = April 20 


This is a day you can get caught up in friends and family issues. 
So do be mindful of how much time you spend answering other 
people’s questions as your heart has a few of its own, including 
aresponse a fun-loving Sagittarius is waiting for. Odd numbers 
and children’s names can make a lucky mix. 


April 21 - May 21 
Mars pushes back in your cash chart and the best bargains may 
not be the most obvious buys. So use your natural analysis skills 
to think through every purchase. Your love zone is ready to learn, 
and however long you have known a lover, there are things to 
discover. Single? A recent “J” introduction can lead you to love. 
May 22 - June 21 | 

Jupiter’s effect in your social life is fearless, so you can ” 
approach a group you have always wanted to join or get back in 

touch with someone you miss. But this planet position also | 


makes you a hot prospect for others to pursue for a place on 
their team. Who does this is a surprise. Luck plays kids singing. 


June 22 = July 22 
Trying a new look today can be the start of something special 


because you can see yourself in a different way. This is key to 
recharging confidence. The next person to talk to you about 
bs 


work can be a smart career facilitator. Love is waiting for you to 
decide between familiar and exciting. Yes, you can have both. 


' 

July 23 - August 23 ; 

The moon and Saturn bond and this can be a warning signal to 

step out of love and life routine and sample new experiences. If 

you’re coupled up, just saying out loud those fun ideas that are 

in your mind can inspire partners to challenge and fulfil each 
other. Single? Your total opposite can be a total catch. 


August 24 - September 22 
You are ready to push through a health obstacle and take 
important people with you. A meal of leftovers can turn into a 
feast of opportunities. As for love, there may be one special gift 
left to exchange between partners. If you are single, your 
fantasy date has an unusual name. 


ber 23 = October 23 


You’ve got all the creativity of the moon working hard for you 
and taking your ideas forward. Do find the space to work out 
what you need next and who from to push a project to the next 
level. A voice that’s very familiar can be saying words that are 
so surprising. Go with this and see where it takes you. 


October 24 —- November 22 


A face lit up by rainbow lights speaks straight to your heart. Yes, 
this can be love at first sight and the bond you have been 
longing to find. If attached, you can discover friendship here 
that supplies the support you need. Feeling pressure to match 
costs, maybe in food or gifts, is your cue to talk to a family. 


November 23 - December 21 | 


All the fun you can hope to find is inspired by Jupiter and you 
can bring the party wherever you go. But it’s important to include 
people who may not shout the loudest. When a new neighbour 
asks an unexpected question, you have the answer if you trust 
your heart. A circle of bells could be a strong luck signal. 


December 22 - January 20 

The moon is cash-cautious and can clash with the outrageous 

- ideas of planet Uranus. But you can find a balance when you 

ee think about what you most want to happen, and why. You are 

starting a phase when self-control is your planet secret. This 
can be the key to finding a career that challenges you more. 


January 21 - February 18 
You may feel a conflict inside, between being who you want to 
be and trying to impress. But these two parts of you can be the 
same because your authentic self is the only you the world needs 
to see. A room draped in white and silver is where you could 
meet your soulmate - and partners can revisit a special date. 


i 


February 19 - March 20 


Exciting secrets run through your chart and only you know what 
to do with them. You can choose the right path in passion and 
personal projects as there are so many new answers to old 
questions you’ve been carrying. In a music-based contest, your 
response is unexpected. But that makes it a winner. 


Calls cost £1.50 per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. You must have bill payer's 
permission. Calls recorded for your protection. Max cail duration 19 mins for 0905 number. Over 18s only. These 
services are for entertainment only. SMS cost £1 per received message, max 3 messages per reply. UK only. To 
opt out of free promo messages call Helpline: 0330 114 0300. SP: Inveroak.com, PO Box 10015, CM1 SHH. 
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puzzies 


We’ve got all your favourite brain teasers 
TWO - SPEED CROSSWORD 


Cryptic clues 
ACROSS 
1 Like a star in last rally (6) 


5 One going on foot in boots and all (6) 


8 Some militia ready in region (4) 


9 Taco filling used in desert or biscuit (8) 


10 Sailor: he isn't mad for alcoholic 
11 Hot wind causes shock (4) 

12 Upset but still penning verse (6) 
15 Cooked, the ray is gross (6) 

17 Cut theatre for men only (4) 

19 Helping a learner is sensible (8) 

22 Possibly demoniac wit? (8) 


drink (8) 


BRAINBUSTER 


The following long-winded 
sentence can be read as what 


well-known saying? 


We must pursue these undomesticated 
waterfowl in an uncontrolled yet 


competitive way 


SUKO® 


Enter the numbers 1 
to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in 
each circle is equal 


to the sum of its four 
surrounding squares. 
Each coloured area 
should add up to the 
colour totals below. 


PAGE 2 SUJIKO SOLUTION: Top line 239 middle 415 bottom 867 


Two sets of clues but the 


answers are the same 


Coffee 
time 
ACROSS 

1 Stellar (6) 

5 Open-toed shoe (6) 

8 Vicinity (4) 

9 Almond cookie (8) 
10 Aniseed liqueur (8) 
11 Mane (4) 

12 Turn over (6) 
15 Unrefined (6) 


8 


WORD WORKOUT 


17 Antlered animal (4) 
19 Clear-headed (8) 


22 Professional joker (8) 
23 Norse deity (4) 

24 Delineate (6) 

25 Short assignment (6) 


23 Norse god disembowelling Trish and Oliver (4) 
24 Second boat in quickly-made image (6) 
25 Blunder with mission (6) 


DOWN 
2 Abandon half of crew in sub (5) 
3 Understand about beer: is into it! (7) 
4 I'm drunk outside: over this? (5) 
5 Hide away in southeastern island (7) 
6 Direction from Neasden or thereabouts (5) 
7 Get rid of dreadful boils in a hospital (7) 
13 Trap Labour in web (7) 
14 Strain terribly hard and lose lustre (7) 
16 Cock Robin initially waving to Rose (7) 
18 Fantastic King George stirred tea (5) 
20 Forest in Germany offers shade (5) Slight colouring (5) 
21 Accrop that is produced by a tree (5) Oak seed (5) 
Check today’s answers before midnight by calling 0905 757 0150 for Across and 0905 757 0151 for Down. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company's network access charge. 


WORDSEARCH 


Find seven kings. Words can run 


N<XS<CHOAOVOZSFAC~LOMNMOGODDS 


DOWN 
Scour (5) 
Comprehend (7) 
Restrict (6) 
Hide away (7) 
Compass point (5) 
Eradicate (7) 
Mesh (7) 
Become dull (7) 
Male fowl (7) 
Magnificent (5) 


THIS is the world’s best brainteaser. Each grid number in our Word 
Workout game represents a letter. So if you think 4 is the letter A, write A 
in all the squares with a 4. All the alphabet is used and we have supplied 
some letters to start you off. We will print the answers tomorrow. 
YESTERDAY — ACROSS: Joke, Quay, Elite, Icing, Nit, Anead, Enema, Inept, 
Alibi, How, Erode, Foyer, Chum, Lilt. DOWN: Olive, Emend, Quite, Arise, 
Examine, Glazier, Asp, Nil, Epoch, Therm, Awful, Idyll. 


For 4 Extra Clues Call 0901 293 6299 
or text SUNWORD to 64343. 


Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge. 
Texts cost £1 plus your standard network rate. 


SUGURU* 


Each cell in an outlined block must contain a digit: 


CALL 0905 757 0156 FOR forwards, backwards or diagonally. a two-cell block contains the digi 
TEASE rbbasha = igits 1 and 2,a 
Ss R CLUES OR SOLUTION (£1PM) Solution below. three-cell block contains the digits 1, 2 and 3; and so 
on. The same digit must not appear in neighbouring 
cells, not even diagonally. Solution below. 
; = 
NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 


The recycled paper content of UK 
newspapers in 2020 was 67% 


Words from Collins Concise 
Dictionary. 


BRILLIANT: 14. EXCELLENT: 11. 
GOOD: 8. GREAT SCORE FOR 
KIDS: 8. 


YESTERDAY: Aether, earth, 
eater, ether, exert, extra, 


EACH clue leads to a well-known name. Put the initials or stated 
letters in the appropriate squares to identify a former model: 


4 |r 6 if 10 NIN} 


Former cricket player, manager and commentator known as 


YESTERDAY'S 
SOLUTIONS 


7 \2 Teaser 


&10 


lu 
3 
S 
uu 
S 
= 
uu 
= 


Bumble extrema, extreme, hare, 
ad Musial comedian and actress who played Dobby in Peep Hero rl lee a 
: (LY a= 
5 - ; mare, mart, mater, mere 
Hee ighter who gave Ronda Rousey her first loss in meter, m etre, rate, ream, 
i Seen sie ai ibis rhea, Let tee 
CALL 0905 757 0152 FOR i i « ing” low many words 0! term, there, therm, three, 
TOUG CLUES OR SOLUTION (£1PM) 4 | Legendary American singer known as “The King four or more letters you can tram, tree, HEXAMETER. 
“dial” usi 
| Ms Barnes, former ITN newsreader who died in 2008 dial” using the one.at the 
(second and fourth letters of name) See. in Sea siete ; 
‘ou can make at least one 
@ Yesterday: Politician TESSA JOWELL (Andrew Lloyd Webber, Stuart Little, | Word using all of them Check today’s answers by 
John Entwhistle, (David) Owen, Elmo, Tulisa (Contostavlos), Sade). Another 5 9 5 calling 0905 757 0155 before 
7 Name Game in The Sun tomorrow. Don’t use the letters more midnight. Calls cost £1 per Two-Speed Crossword 
1 If you can’t wait until tomorrow for the answers, just call 0901 293 6298. than once in any word. minute plus your telephone : 
Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge. No proper names or plurals. company’s network access ACROSS: 1 Dustpan, 5 Bat-on, 
charge. 8 Lo-os-e, 9 Late-Ron, 10 G-old-mine, 
11 Sag-a, 13 Top-pl-e, 15 Fedora, 


18 City, 19 Min-i-ster, 22 P-ie-b-ald, 

23 E-m-b-ed, 24 R-o-to-r, 25 E-pistl-e. 
DOWN: 1 D-e-I-ight, 2 Stool, 

3 Pre-amble, 4 N-ylon-s, 5 B-i-t-e, 

6 To-rn-ado, 7 Ninja, 12 Beri-beri (berry), 
14 Pa-tie-nt(s), 16 A-bridge, 

17 Mi-d-d-le, 18 C-aper, 20 T-i-b-e-t, 


30-SEC NUMBERCRUNCH 


HERE is our fantastic puzzle, the 30-second NumberCrunch. There’s no better way to keep your brain trained than playing 
our great teasers. So if you want to stay ahead of the game, you will love this challenge. 

Starting at the left with the number provided, work your way across the three lines one at a time, applying all the 
mathematical instructions to your running total. Don’t reach for your calculator - that would be cheating! Write your final 


| [oe 
cae 


answer in the last box of the line. You should be aiming to complete each round in about 30 seconds. Good luck! PI Fal 
Answers below, right. Today’s Solutions 
18 <= aad: 
7 84 -35 +7 +177 +4 - 38 x9 +173 +5 +99 
7 | INTERMEDIATE | ; Third 
112 -54 | Half of it} +286 +9 + 298 of it - 56 +11 x8 
Calls for extra clues and answers last no longer | ADVANCED | 6 
than two minutes (Sundial answers may vary). + mh 9 =4 - 67 Square x13 | 4332 =7 | +4041 50% ba ne 
Helpline: 0333 202 3390 (9am-5.30pm). 1 71 of it . root of it of it Lv0z ‘Or ‘Srl 


Service provider: Spoke, W1T 4HD . younij10quinN 
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“ac PP?!? Your policy may 
have included a high rate 
of commission - sometimes 
up to 80% 


Check if you're 
eligible today! 


Q Purchased a PPI policy 


Q Had a partial refund or 
rejected mis-selling claim 


Q Did not have the 
commission amount 
disclosed to you when 
purchasing PPI 


You could be eligible to claim back £1000s! 


ae 
Bae as Start your check for FREE now 
feed 


ee _  cta® 


09771400), authorised a rai heat sie fe od bythe an sic for om nr = tio a ority (SRA nu reise 28068), 
Registered office: Prude' ntial Buildings 3, Victoria sein are, St Helens, Mer: A side, WA10 1HQ. be se To 


Answer is registere ered with the Information Commissio ner’s Office (regis istration number ZA560316), casetoanswer.com 
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Luxury garden buildings to meet every need 
from dining and entertaining to work and working out 


DISCOVER OUR EXCITING WINTER 
OFFERS TODAY 
MUST END SOON 


bh Undoubtedly the best that money can buy? 
- Lord Alan Sugar (customer) 


7 y 


oe ties FTEMIBLE : FLEXIBLE ; 
The Sandringham FINANCE ; FINANCE Buckingham (pitched roof) 


CROWN PAVILIONS 
Trustpilot She worlds finest MUXULY, gazebos & garden SOONtS: 


kk kK 
Request Our Brochures or Call to Book a FREE Site Survey 


me VISIT US 
nee ESSEX OXFORDSHIRE LONDON SURREY 


— 01491-612-820 CROWNPAVILIONS.COM 
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We're giving away £10,000 to spend on books! 
Scan the QR code or visit lovepaper.org to enter 


WIN £50 


OF NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS 


PAPER POWER 


62% of the energy used to produce paper and 
paper-based packaging in Europe comes from renewable sources. 


Source: Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI), 2020. 
CEPI represents 92% of European pulp and paper production 


= [mi] Discover the story of paper With thanks to 

"F www.lovepaper.org LOVE 

— PAPER 

Scan for paper facts, activities, 
blogs and much more! 

www.lovepaper.org 


NATIONAL 


BOOK 


tokens 
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WE CAN HELP YOU 


rr 
= 
=e 
—_ 
_ 
ba 
_ 
ox 
v 


a ‘ole Wat a’ 
st over £3,000 wi 
¢ 


€ ’ 1 4 r i _ | 
TY VWRII\VwoQa RaanNn 4 VI Toke ¥ yAant Asavo 
if your ju ve be en a Vi aud and nave en 
; 


last 6 years to a scammer, then don’t lose hope 


CEL Solicitors specialise in recovering money lost to scammers. This includes money lost in 
investment scams, romance scams, impersonation scams and purchase scams. So, whether you 
thought you were investing in cryptocurrency, only to be denied access to your profits, or 
received a call from someone pretending to be from your bank, and were convinced to move 
your savings to a ‘safe account’, we can help. 
H Free initial, no obligation advice » | 
®™ Nothing to pay upfront (no win, no fee) 
™ Proven track record 
™ Rated Excellent on TrustPilot 


Co ct us ora no- -ob 


ieeinenaatieialatinan in ¥* Trustpilot 
Call FREE on n 0330 822 0881 


www.celsolicitors.co.uk 


CEL Solicitors is a trading name of Cheshire Estate and Legal Limited, Company No: 10370954, registered in England & Wales. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No: 633955. 
Telephone number: 0330 822 0881. Email: info@celsolicitors.co.uk. 


x Trustpilot 
KKK 


We are rated 4.9 out of 5 


a 
Sy COMPANY INFORMATION | 

‘F 

Scan the QR Code to an essential 
guide into Whisky Investment and 
what it could mean for you long- 
term for you, your children and 
grandchildren. 


wwwvintageacquisitions.cor 


the-sun-partnership 


Formed in 2011; 

Brooks & Whitaker Limited 
trading as Vintage Acquisitions , 
Whisky House, Unit 3, 2 Newhams Row, 
London, SE1 53UZ 


Company No. 7761569 


+44 (0)208 057 2001 


info@vintageacquisilions.com 
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HEPA 
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New Year, New 
Make Spirit 


Ve are the largest stockist of Kirkcowan (unpeated) and Kirkinner 


(peated) New Make Spirit, distilled at Bladnoch Distillery. 


Australian entrepreneur David Prior 
purchased Bladnoch in 2015 and spent two 


years renovating it 


David Prior then headhunted Dr Nick Savage 
from Macallan to be his master distiller in 2019 


Queen’s Award for Enterprise for its excellence 


in international trade. 


Won 3 awards at the World Whiskies Awards 
in 2021 that were Gold for their 14 year 
old expression, Silver for their 11 year old 


expression and Bronze for their Single Cask. 


Cask sizes available 


With Vintage Acquisitions you get secure 


access to our online portal 
Award-winning distilleries 

Fully licensed by HMRC 
Simplified process 

Stockists of a wide range of casks 


Casks are stored, inspected and insured 


under bond 
Choice of 6 flexible exit strategies 
Capital Gains Tax free* 


Part of an estate planning strategy* 


BUTT HOGSHEAD BARREL 


500 litres 250 litres 


Bladnoch é ; 
Distillery Awards ce 


200 litres 


SILVER 


*Vintage Acquisitions always recommend that you seek independent legal and financial advice prior to purchasing. 
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PDC WORLD 


J 


iD | 


ANDER 
RADAR 


Gary enjoys being 
man of ¢ 


mystery 


REPORTS of the demise 
of Gary Anderson appear 
to be exaggerated as he 
chases a half century of 
Ally Pally wins. 

There has been mystery 
surrounding the Flying Scots- 
man, who has given few 
interviews since losing to 
Peter Wright in the semi- 
finals of last season’s PDC 
World Darts Championship. 

Nobody knew for sure if he 
had been practising at the 
end of a disappointing season 
— or spent more time fishing. 

Fans wondered if he would 
ever regain the hunger and 
motivation that saw him win 
back-to-back world titles. 

And it had been suggested 
that this could be his last 
appearance at the _ highest 
level if he exited early. 

But it seems 52-year-old 
Ando — who has won 49 
times in 13 years at the North 
London venue — is not ready 
for the knacker’s yard just yet. 

And the Noll seed thrives 
on the confusion and intrigue. 

Anderson said: “Yeah, I 
come and play darts, or try to 
play darts nowadays, but 
when I get home, that’s it. 


“We've got a rule at the 


eEey talkSPORTO 


ORDER 
OF PLAY 


By ROB 
MAUL 


fishing lakes — 

we don’t mention 

darts. Talk fishing 

all day long or about 

trees or anything but we don’t 
talk about darts. That’s where 
I’ve kinda got to. 

“No one has a clue about 
me away from darts, which 
makes it even better. I think I 
once said in an interview, if 
I’m going to retire, you'll be 
the last to know. 

“If I don’t turn up for about 
13 months, you know I'll have 
thought about retiring! 

“I'm not behind it 110 per 
cent now. I need to start 
pushing. We're getting there. 
The missus is ordering me to 
the dartboard to practise.” 

His 50th win at Ally Pally 
could come against good pal 
Chris Dobey tomorrow in a 
third-round clash. 

After that he may have to 
tackle Rob Cross in the fourth 
round and then title favourite 
Michael van Gerwen in the 
quarter-finals. 

There is something about 
this tournament that brings 


HEARN finally 


Dimitri Van den Bergh (Bel) 
v Krzysztof Ratajski (Pol); 
Nathan Aspinall (Eng) v Josh 
Rock (NI); Jonny Clayton 
(Wal) v Brendan Dolan (NI) 


Jim Williams (Wal) v Gabriel 
Clemens (Ger); Gerwyn Price 
(Wal) v Raymond van Bar- 
neveld (Hol); Peter Wright 
(Sco) v Kim Huybrechts (Bel) 


managed to meet rising star 
Josh Rock for the first time 
before the Christmas break. 

PDC chairman Hearn, 7, 
made a point of meeting him 
after his second-round win 
over Callan Rydz. 

Rock, 21, showed his mettle 
by hitting a nine-darter against 
Michael van  Gerwen last 
month at the Grand Slam of 
Darts in Wolverhampton. 

And Nol0O seed Nathan Aspi- 
nall knows he will be in for a 


out the best in 
Ando and the 
money he earns here 
takes the pressure off 
for the rest of the year. 

It means he does not 
have to chase EuroTour 
cash and can skip Play- 
ers Championship events. 

And he can_ spend 
more time fishing on the 
lakes he owns. 

Father-of-four Anderson 
was shocked by the news 
this month that four boys 
died after falling through ice 
at a lake near Solihull. 

And he warned youngsters 
to stay away from _ frozen 
water, adding: “If you’re near 
a river or water and you’ve 
got kids, just don’t let them 
outside. Let them be in the 
back garden. 

“As soon as the ice comes, 
you think you can walk on it. 

“Water with ice on it is 
very dangerous. It’s a_heart- 
breaking story, really sad.” 


BARRY ROCKING ON 


BARRY 


By ROB MAUL 


tough tungsten tussle against 
Rock in the third round today. 
Hearn said: “We’d never met 
before. I thought I’d wait to 
introduce myself until I was 
sure he was the real deal! 
“Whatever happens in the 
next two weeks, he’s got nearly 
£150,000 in his back pocket 
from his first year on the 
circuit and that’s not a bad 
start, is it?” 

Rock, making his Ally Pally 
debut, was thrilled with his 


CHAM 


Da 
a>) 


= 


KING OF THE PALACE 
..- Ally Pally brings out 


the best in Anderson 


introduction to ‘Uncle Barry’ 
and vowed to up his game now 
the event really begins. 

The Antrim ace said: “When 
it comes to playing Nathan, I'll 
be ready for it because I will 
have to raise my game. 

“So far I’ve been slacking 
and it’s my own fault for 
doing that. 

“They don’t put your average 
on the trophy but that Josh 
Rock hasn’t turned up yet — 
and I can guarantee a better 
version will turn up against 
Nathan Aspinall.” 


IMPROVING .. 


. Josh Rock 


ALLAN ... quality 


Allan key 
for Quins 


By ADAM HATHAWAY 


TOMMY ALLAN has been 
urged to step out of the 
shadows of England star 
Marcus Smith and keep 
Quins in the title hunt. 

With Smith out until 
mid-January with an ankle 
injury, Allan is having a 
decent run at fly-half. 

Allan, who has 66 Italy 
caps, rarely gets a start if 
Smith is fit and available. 

The 29-year-old, who 
moves back to Perpignan 
at the end of the season, 
gets one today against 
bottom side Bristol in the 
Premiership. 

And he has been told to 
leave Harlequins on a high 
by boss Tabai Matson. 

Matson said: “When you 
have a Marcus on the 
roster at fly-half, Allan 
feels like an understudy 
but ultimately he is an 
international quality No10. 

“He knows how to put 
the ball in front of you. 

“lf we stay in the top 
four and get through the 
semi-final he’s got a fan- 
tastic opportunity to be in 
the mix for silverware.” 


Gay star 
no issue 


TAYLOR FRITZ says a gay 
male tennis player would 
be welcomed by his peers 
on the ATP Tour. 

There are leading stars, 
past and present, on the 
WTA Tour — the women’s 
circuit — who have come 
out as homosexual. 

But that is not the case 
on the men’s side and 
there is perhaps a fear 
they might suffer backlash 
among their rivals. 

American world No9 
Fritz told Clay Tennis: “I 
feel like a player would be 
accepted. Myself and my 
friends, other players on 
Tour wouldn’t have any 
issues with it. 

“It would be totally 
normal and | think people 
would be accepting.” 


Arabian 
jack-pot 


SNOOKER bosses _- still 
intend to take baize action 
to Saudi Arabia in the 
coming years. 

The inaugural Saudi Ara- 
bian Masters in 2020 — 
with a mammoth £500,000 
top prize — had to be 
canned when Covid struck. 

But SunSport under- 
stands World Snooker 
Tour chiefs want the event 
on the calendar by 2024. 

Human rights organ- 
isations have criticised 
the staging of elite-level 
sport in the Kingdom. 

But promotional firm 
Matchroom have strong 
bonds with the Saudis and 
the Tour are pushing for 
events in the Gulf region 
after taking a £4million hit 
when the pandemic wiped 
out their China schedule. 
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nels 


BOXING Wyoey ease 


FIGHTIN 


SS Fe USN GS. 


FOR EUBANK JR, 
EVERY DAY OVER 
XMAS PERIOD IS.. 


+ Eubank Jr 
spars with a 
Santa hat on — 


ae* 


By WALLY DOWNES Jr 


CHRIS EUBANK Jr will keep suffering miserable 
Christmases and fighting for our entertainment — 
even if fans think he is an a***hole! 

The middleweight is stuck in the middle of another 
painful festive training camp ahead of his bout with Liam 
Smith on January 21. 

Running, sparring and dieting on Xmas Day and 
New Year’s Eve sounds insane to us bloated and sozzled 
mere mortals. 

But Eubank, son of British ring legend Chris Sr, 
has been born and bred into the business. 

While we were tucking in to turkey and all 
the trimmings, Eubank Jr was getting filled in 
by the American sparring partners he flew 
over and hosted in Hove. 

Fight fans appreciate the teak-tough slugger 
— who retired Olympic gold medal-winner § 

James DeGale but lost to George Groves and 
Billy Joe Saunders — but Jr stills sees the 
casual fan painting him in a different light. 

Eubank, with a 32-2 record, told SunSport: 

“I have always been the type to want to 
push myself as far as I can. f 

“My biggest fear is looking back on my | 
career with regrets, wishing I did this, tried 
that or fought this guy. 5 

“I put everything on the line at all times ¥ 
and I think people respect that because ¥ 
most people don’t have that. f 

“Most normal people take the easy way out | 
when the going gets tough, so when they see 
someone pushing themselves then I guess it J 
is inspiring. 

“I want kids to look up to me, I want to 
set an example. ' 
“There are a lot of fighters in the public eye 
these days who are idiots, bad role models. 
There are fighters who say disgusting thin; E e 

about their opponents or want to fight in t 
press conference...kids look up to them. i 

“T want to prove that you can be box-office | 
without being an a***hole — even though a lot | 
of people still think I am an a***hole anyway. 

“I don’t know why people think that. I seem 
to always be the bad guy or the villain but I } 
am just me. 

“Slowly, maybe, people are starting to see | 
the real me and I hope that continues over 
these next few exciting years.” 

Eubank Jr is still counting the cost of 
his axed mega-money October showdown 
with Conor Benn. 

So he has taken the high-risk, low- 
reward battle with Liverpool’s former 
super-welterweight world champion to 
fill the void and the coffers. 

The expert poker player sacrificed his 
Christmas for the fight but he will 
enjoy New Year’s Eve after learning 
from the best. 

He said: “I will train during the 
day on New Year’s Eve and party at 
night time. I will celebrate. I can 
handle being the only sober guy at 
the party. 

“I don’t usually do it but New 
Year’s is New Year’s and one night 
out is not going to kill me. 

“I spent time with Floyd May- 
weather in Las Vegas in the week 
before he boxed Conor McGregor 
and we would be at pool parties 
and his strip club until 5.30am 
and he still jogged home. 

“If Floyd can do that, then I 
am sure I will be OK as well.” 


CHRISTMAS PUNCH ™ 

Eubank Jr has been spending the 
festive season getting ready for 
his January fight with Liam Smith 


BATEMAN ... 


Bateman 
Is blasted 
by Wigan 


By GARY CARTER 


WIGAN have slammed 
John Bateman for 
dragging out a_ transfer 
saga they thought closed 
five months ago. 

The England back-rower 
has signed a four-year deal 
with NRL side Wests Tigers 
after a £140,000 move. 

Aussie partner Amy Reilly 
and their six-month-old son 
are thought to have played 
a big part in his return 
Down Under, where he 
starred with Canberra. 

But the Warriors feel 
they were led on by the 
29-year-old, who had two 
years left on his contract. 

They said: “The club 
first heard murmurings 
John wanted to go in July. 

“After speaking to John, 
his agent and the club in 
question, we made it clear 
that we wanted John to 
remain at Wigan and the 
matter was closed. 

“It has been somewhat 
of a frustrating period but 
the club now accepts it is 
in everyone’s best inter- 
ests that John is allowed a 
transfer from Wigan.” 


Oz move 


ATONI... 


star turn 


Atoni tip 
as Leeds 
are sunk 


By GARY CARTER 


RENOUF ATONI was tipped 
as a Super’ League 
surprise package after 
shaking off the cold to 
hand Wakefield boss Mark 
Applegarth a debut win. 

Lee Kershaw grabbed 
two tries as Trinity — 
many people’s tip to go 
down — ended up beating 
last season’s Grand Final- 
ists Leeds 38-20. 

Lee Gaskell’s boot 
caused havoc as_ Leeds 
boss Rohan Smith was 
given plenty to ponder, 
not necessarily for the 
right reasons. 

Applegarth, however, 
was more than delighted 
with the win and _ said: 
“Hopefully Renouf will 
take a few by surprise. 

“We looked really good 
in some areas. 

“Pm pleased with what 
we did.” 

Smith added: “I hoped 
to get an indication of 
individuals and where 
they’re at and we got an 
accurate appraisal — the 
more experienced players 
showed promising signs.” 


BUSY MAN ... Stokes says there is too much cricket 


Stokes: 


Its a joke 


BEN BLAST FOR SCHEDULE 


BEN STOKES believes the packed schedule is 
damaging the standard of international cricket. 

The England captain retired from one-day interna- 
tionals this summer, claiming it was “unsustainable” 
for him to play in all three formats. 

And now Durham all-rounder Stokes says the 
chaotic T20, Test and ODI calendar is harming 
the quality of the men’s game. 

He said: “The scheduling doesn’t get the attention 
that it should. A great example is England’s one-day 


series against Australia 
after the T20 World Cup. 
That was shoving three 
games in there — a series 
that meant nothing. 

“It really has an impact 
on the multi-format play- 
ers and people who want 
to play all three forms. 

“You want international 
cricket to be at the high- 
est standard whenever 
you possibly can. 

“But over the last few 
years you’ve seen a lot of 
different squads being 
picked, a lot of different 
players coming in, com- 
ing out, being rested. 

“I don’t think that’s the 
way for international 
cricket to go.” 

England have played 
five Test series in 2022, 
winning the last three 
since Stokes and new 
coach Brendon McCullum 
took over. 

Test cricket has been 
threatened by the rise of 
the shorter formats, with 
T20s allowing players to 
earn more money. 

But after bringing 
renewed excitement to 
the traditional format 
with their attacking style, 
Stokes feels it is still the 
most important. 

The 31-year-old added: 
“Over the last few years 
we've seen Test cricket 
be spoken about in a 
way I don't like — losing 
its attention to the fans 
and everybody with all 
the new formats and the 
T20 franchise competi- 
tions around the world. 


By FRANKIE CHRISTOU 


We do understand there’s 
sO many opportunities 
out there for individuals 
away from Test cricket 
but, for me, Test cricket 
is so, so important — and 
always should be. 

“I love playing Tests. 
Some people say, ‘You 
are playing for England, 
that should be enough’. 
But there’s a lot more to 
factor in. 

“You want international 
cricket to be the highest 
standard. But we have 
seen a lot of different 
squads being picked and 
players being rested and 
that’s not the way inter- 
national cricket should go. 

“We know we've got a 
really special opportunity 
here to do _ something 
bigger than ourselves and 
we have a group of play- 
ers who understand that.” 

England great Sir Ian 
Botham also called for 
the schedule to be looked 
at for next year. 

Botham, 67, said: “Test 
match cricket is called 
that for a very good rea- 
son — because it tests all 
the faculties of a player. 

“The emphasis is too 
much towards white ball. 

“In England, we cur- 
rently have a few first- 
class games in_ early 
April and it disappears 
until the end of season. 

“It should be balanced 
better. You have to make 
room for it all.” 


ENGLAND SCHEDULE IN 2023 


KEEP CALM POTTER 
AND JUST GARY ON 


SOUTH AFRICA ; NEW ZEALAND 
(A) ODIs (3) |AUG/SEP (H) T20 (4) 


: NEW ZEALAND NEW ZEALAND 
| FEB (A) Tests (2) | SEPT (H) ODI (4) 


BANGLADESH IRELAND 
(A) ODI (3) T20 (3) | SEPT (H) ODI (3) 
| JUNE _| IRELAND WORLD CUP 
(H) Test (1) (India) Dates TBA 


WAS AusTRaUA WEST INDIES 
(H) Tests (5) (A) ODI (3) T20 (6) 


Coach ’n horses 


ENGLAND’S cricket coach Brendon McCullum is not 
horsing around in his quest for glory. 

After helping England become the first visiting side to 
whitewash Pakistan in a Test series in their own back- 
yard, ‘Baz’ won at the Boxing Day meeting in Pukekohe. 

Defibrillate, part-owned by the ex-New Zealand star 
McCullum, finished in the Group One winner’s circle 
in the £166,000 weight-for-age Zabeel Classic. 

McCullum, 41, said: “It’s amazing. This is what racing 
is all about right. We’ll celebrate this one pretty hard.” 


GARY O’NEIL is convinced 
Chelsea will only get better 
under Graham Potter. 

Blues boss Potter suffered 
three league defeats on the 
bounce before the World Cup 
break. 

The Londoners this evening 
host O’Neil’s Bournemouth, 
who enjoyed a 3-0 romp 
over Everton in their last 
Premier League outing. 

But O'Neil, who was 
named permanent Cherries 
boss last month, said: “Every 
week Graham is there, I 
expect them to get better. 
“He’s obviously a _ good 
coach and has a style that 
he’s stuck with for years and 
has a good group of players 
that have to adapt to it and 
learn it. 

“So I would think the break 
has been beneficial to him. 


By CARL LONG 


They have changed formation 
quite a lot so it’s a difficult 
one to prepare for with the 
newish manager, set style at 
Brighton but hasn't followed 
on too much at Chelsea struc- 
ture wise.” 

Bournemouth have won 
three of their last six meet- 
ings with Chelsea but O’Neil 
added: “I don’t believe it will 
help us much in the next one 
but I am aware of it. 

“It’s a tough place to go, a 
big club, top coach and fan- 
tastic players. 

“They are expected to win 
every game but we'll get the 
boys well prepared and I 
expect us to go there and get 
a positive result.” 

BOURNEMOUTH (likely): Travers, A Smith, 
Mepham, Kelly, Zemura, Stacey, Cook, Billing, 
Anthony, Solanke, Moore. 


Vv BOURNE 


~ 


By ANDREW =) 
DILLON A 


REECE JAMES has faced a 
‘brutal’ truth of missing 
the World Cup, where no 


words can mask the pain. 
Chelsea’s imperious right- 
back learned first hand 
how fate’s hand can turn 
in_a flash in football. 

The knee injury he sus- 
tained in October wrecked 
his dreams of going to Qatar. 
It has been physical pain 
and mental anguish for the 
past 2% months, with boss 
Graham Potter (right) only 
able to offer limited support. 


James is ready to play 
against Bournemouth _ this 
evening and_ start to 


rebuild his season as 
Potter revealed the full 
extent of what the 
England right-back 
has been through. 
Potter said: “It was a 
World Cup and _ they 
come around every four 
years. When you're 

young, it’s not easy to 
put it into perspective. 

“You are young and you 
want to play, that’s really 
understandable. It’s the same 
for Reece, Ben Chilwell, N’Golo 
Kante. It’s brutal really to have 
to deal with. 

“You can try to help them and 
give them a bit of perspective but 
in the end it has to come from 
them, their families and those peo- 
ple close to them. 

“IT have to say he is in a good 
mood, he is in a good place. 

“He has trained with us, is training 
well and is a good team-mate. He 
has dealt with it well. 

“He’s been training for a few weeks 
now and that helps. The tough time 
is when you can’t play football 
because you're injured. 

“And there's a World Cup going on 


< 
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— it’s a reminder even more so of 
what you are missing. 

“For him, the best thing is that he 
is playing football and the World Cup 
is finished now and he can concen- 
trate on playing football. 

“He was in a really good place 
before he got injured. If you look at 
how the team was functioning before 
he got injured and after... 

“It’s not the only reason of course 
but Reece is a top, top player and 
when he is not with us it’s a miss. 

“The next stage is building him up 
in the Premier League, which is not 
an ideal place to do that but he has 


_Change hit Sterling § 
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the capacity to do that. We just have 
to be careful with the minutes he 
plays. I’m confident the more football 
he plays the more we will see what a 
fantastic footballer he really is.” 

James, 23, was one of three senior 
Chelsea players denied the chance to 
operate on the biggest stage and fulfil 
every player’s ambition. 

England team-mate Chilwell ripped 
a hamstring, an issue which has also 
dogged France midfielder Kante. 

Potter said: “When Reece got the 
news, same as Ben, same as N’Golo, 
there is not too much you can say. 

“You say it will get better with time 
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3 GRAHAM POTTER says Raheem Sterling 

% has suffered with the managerial merry- 
go-round at Chelsea. 

‘\ Sterling, 28, was signed by previous 
boss Thomas Tuchel and has struggled 


Se for goals and form under Potter — with 


— just three Prem strikes this term and 
peed | none since August. 
oe He also dealt with a break-in at his 


} house while on World Cup duty. 
Potter admits the upheaval has taken 
s toll on the £47.5million forward. 
The Blues chief said: “He has come into 
a new team that has lost some key players 


By ANDREW DILLON 


over the summer, brought some new ones 
in and then the manager has changed. 

“So the team, from a functioning per- 
spective, has not functioned as well as | 
think it can. Him and all the players have 
suffered from that. 

“It would be wrong of me to say that 
Raheem has been at the absolute top of 
his game — but he is not the only one. 

“It is my responsibility to help the team 
function better so that he can play better, 
because he has got quality.” 


STERLING ... toll 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 = [4] 


5.40pm, Amazon 
Prime and 
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and you have to focus on the things 
you can control. 

“But there is nothing you can say 
to a player that will make it get 
better. He is missing the World Cup. 
What can I say? 

“All I can do is acknowledge that it 
is upsetting, that whatever he is feel- 
ing is normal and help him move 
forwards. They are only human. 

“It was a really challenging and 
interesting period just before that 
World Cup. 

“Everyone will benefit from the fact 
they have gone and done it and we 
can focus on the Premier League 
and Champions League and all the 
things we have got to look forward 
to ourselves.” 

Potter is under pressure after three 
Prem defeats in a row and his side 
nine points off the top four. 

He also has other fitness issues 
with midfielder Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
(calf), defender Wesley Fofana (knee) 
and keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga (foot). 

The Chelsea boss said: “It is going 
to be hard to bridge the gap but the 
focus for us is on our performance, 
how we function and how we are 
playing. That’s where we are at. 

“If you don’t control that, if you 
don’t do better there, then you can 
talk all you want about the gap or 
what the others do, it doesn’t matter.” 
CHELSEA (likely): Kepa, Azpilicueta, Thiago, Koulibaly, 
Ghalotah, Pulisic, Jorginho, Mount, Sterling, Aubameyang, 
favertz. 


F 4 
) D 


- % 
— o- 
= = = - 


| 


GORDON .. .horror KO 


Gordons 
sickener 


By DAVID OLIVER 


HEARTS confirmed Craig 
Gordon’s season is over 
after a horror double 
leg break. 

The Scotland interna- 
tional suffered the sicken- 
ing injury in the 2-2 draw 


at Dundee United on 
Christmas Eve. 
Gordon, 39, collided 


with United striker Steven 
Fletcher and needed seven 
minutes of treatment 
before he was carried off 
on a stretcher. 

The 74-cap international 
had surgery on his right 
leg and the club will now 
start his recovery. 

Hearts boss Robbie Nel- 
son said: “It’s a massive 
blow to lose a player as 
influential as Craig for the 
rest of the season. 

“But Craig’s a warrior. 
He’s faced injury adversity 
before and come _ back 
stronger, so I’ve no doubt 
that he’ll approach this in 
the same manner.” 


Eth lured 
by south 


By PHIL CADDEN 


SCOTTISH midfielder Ethan 
Erhahon is wanted by 
League One’s Portsmouth 
and Forest Green Rovers. 

And St Mirren will 
accept a bid of £350,000. 

Erhahon, 21, is set to 
leave the Scottish Premier- 
ship side when the 
window opens next week. 

He has impressed for 
St Mirren this season, 
making 16 appearances in 
the top flight. 

His contract expires 
soon and a move south of 
the border is expected — 
though Saints boss 
Stephen Robinson said his 
rising star could shine for 
Celtic or Rangers. 


19:30 
(20. Bae )) ratesPont®? 


50 G7 


RESULTS & FIXTURES 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


NEL - Miami Dolphins 20 Green Bay Packers 
26, Los Angeles Rams 51 Denver Broncos 14, 
Arizona Cardinals 16 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
19 (OT). 


BASKETBALL 

NBA - New York Knicks 112 Philadelphia 
76ers 119, Dallas Mavericks 124 LA Lakers 
115, Boston Celtics 139 Milwaukee Bucks 
118, Golden State Warriors 123 Memphis 
Grizzlies 109, Denver Nuggets 128 Phoenix 
Suns 125 (OT). 


CRICKET 
SECOND TEST 

Australia v South Africa 
Melbourne: South Africa 189 (68.4 overs; 
M Jansen 59, K Verreynne 52; C J Green 
5-27). Australia 45-1 (12.0 overs). 

FIRST TEST 

Pakistan v New Zealand 
Karachi: Pakistan 317-5 (90 overs, Babar 
161no, Sarfaraz 86no). 


GOLF 

WORLD RANKINGS - 1 R Meliroy (Nirl) 
8.6456pts, 2 S Scheffler (USA) 8.4072, 3 C 
Smith (Aus) 7.5653, 4 P Cantlay (USA) 7.2630, 
5 J Rahm (Spa) 6.5331, 6 X Schauffele (USA) 
6.1889, 7 W Zalatoris (USA) 5.8026, 8 J 
Thomas (USA) 5.4133, 9 M Fitzpatrick (Eng) 
5.2688, 10 V Hovland (Nor) 5.2280. 


ICE HOCKEY 

ELITE LEAGUE - Coventry Blaze 2 Cardiff 
Devils 3 (OT), Dundee Stars 3 Fife Flyers 
2, Glasgow Clan 3 Belfast Giants 4 (OT), 
Manchester Storm 8 Guildford Flames 1, 
Sheffield Steelers 3 Nottingham Panthers 2. 


RUGBY UNION 

UNITED RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP 
DRAGONS (11) 24 CARDIFF R (14) 29 
Dragons - Tries: Dyer, Keddie. Cons: Hanra- 
han. Pens: Hanrahan (4). 

Cardiff Rugby - Tries: T. Williams (2), Adams, 
Domachowski. Cons: J. Evans (3). Pens: J. 
Evans. 

MUNSTER (7) 19 LEINSTER (6) 20 
Munster - Tries: G. Coombes, Penalty, Camp- 
bell. Cons: Carbery. 

Leinster - Tries: Penny, Sheehan. Cons: R. 
Byrne (2). Pens: R. Byrne (2). 

OSPREYS (19) 34 SCARLETS(7) 14 
Ospreys - Tries: Cuthbert, J. Morgan, Webb, 
Parry, K. Williams. Cons: K. Williams, Webb, 
O. Williams. Pens: O. Williams. 

Scarlets - Tries: Kalamafoni, McNichol. Cons: 
Patchell (2). 


P WODLB F A Pts 
Leinster 10100 0 7 319 157 47 
Stormers 9 7 1 1 9 287 193 39 
Ulster 9 70 2 7 292 210 35 
Blue Bulls 10 7 0 3 6 329 247 34 
CardiffR 10 6 O 4 3 229 238 27 
Glasgow 9 5 0 4 4 230 217 24 
Sharks 8 5 0 3 4225 217 24 
Lions 9 5 0 4 4 230 242 24 
BTreviso 10 5 0 5 4 222 284 24 
Edinburgh 10 4 0 6 8 272 217 24 
Munster 10 4 0 6G 7 201 181 23 
Connacht 10 4 O 6 4 192 221 20 
Ospreys 10 2 2 6 7 229 267 19 
Dragons 10 3 O 7 5 230 274 17 
Scarlets 10118 3198313 9 
Zebre 10 0 0104166373 4 


RFU CHAMPIONSHIP - Bedford 38 Ampt- 
hill 14, Doncaster 52 Caldy 14, Nottingham 17 
Coventry 45. 


P WODLB F A Pts 
Ealing 10 10 0 0 10440 163 50 
Jersey Reds11 100 1 9 364 208 49 
Coventry 11 8 0 3 9 352 282 41 
Bedford 11 6 O 5 8 332 351 32 
Doncaster 10 6 O 4 6 283 231 50 
Hartpury 10 5 0 5 5 235 267 25 
Nottm 10 4 0 6 8 286 304 24 
CornishP 10 4 O 6 3 183 202 19 
Richmond 10 2 1 7 6 222 355 16 
Ampthill 10 2 1 7 5 226 254 15 
Caldy 10 2 0 8 5 204 316 13 
LondScots 9 10 8 3160354 7 


WELSH PREMIERSHIP - Bridgend 15 
Aberavon 18, Cardiff Rugby 39 Pontypridd 13, 
Ebbw Vale 22 Newport 18, Llandovery 29 Car- 
marthen Q 0, Swansea 34 Llanelli 23. 


TODAY'S SPORT 
(7.45 unless stated) 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Chelsea v AFC Bournemouth... 5.30 
(Live on Amazon Prime) 
Man Utd v Nottm Forest... 
(Live on Amazon Prime) 
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Burnley v Birmingham... 
(Live on Sky Sports Football) 
Reading v Swansea 
(Live on Sky Sports Football) 
SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Bolton v Derby ....... a 3.0 
(Live on Sky Sports Football) 
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 
Leyton Orient v Stevenage ... 12.30 
(Live on Sky Sports Football) 
THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER 
SOUTH: Beaconsfield Tn v Bracknell Tn 
THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER 
CENTRAL: Coalville Tn v Barwell (1.0). 
THE PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN PREMIER: 
Corinthian Casuals v Aveley (1.0). 
BASKETBALL 
BBL Championship: Leicester Riders v 
London Lions (7.45). 
CRICKET 
First Test Match—day 2 of 5: 
Pakistan v New Zealand (Karachi, 5am). 
Second Test Match—day 2 of 5: Aus- 
tralia v South Africa (Melbourne, 11.30pm). 
DARTS - PDC World Championship 
(Alexandra Palace). 
ICE HOCKEY 
Elite League: Belfast Giants v Glasgow 
Clan (7.0), Cardiff Devils v Coventry Blaze 
(6pm), Fife Flyers v Dundee Stars (7.0), Guild- 
ford Flames v Manchester Storm (7.0), Not- 
tingham Panthers v Sheffield Steelers (4.0). 
RUGBY UNION 
Gallagher Premiership: Harlequins v 
Bristol (4.15). 
Allianz Premier 15s (1.30): Harlequins 
v Bristol Bears 
Indigo Group Premiership: RGC 1404 
v Merthyr (5.45). 
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Lingard must focus 


JESSE LINGARD has been urged to 
focus on his game rather than 
proving a point at former club 
Manchester United tonight. 

Lingard joined Nottingham Forest on a 
free transfer from United last summer — 
and is back at Old Trafford for the first 
time since leaving. 

He was seen as boss Steve Cooper’s mar- 
quee signing as a_ string of new faces 
arrived at the City Ground. 

But Lingard, who turned 30 earlier this 
month, has taken time to find form — and 
his only two Forest goals to date have come 
in the Carabao Cup. 

Cooper feels the forward is improving as 
his squad begins to gel. He also knows the 
significance of tonight’s Old Trafford clash 
for Lingard — but says the player needs to 
use all of his experience to get the best 
result for Forest. 


played in big occasions before, he'll 
know the best thing to do is 
concentrate on the football. 

“If Jesse is at his best, he’s 
a player who can have an 
impact in any game. 

“If he can do that for us, 
then great, because of the 
type of player he is and 
the position he plays in. 

“He 
home 


definitely feels at 
here, you can see 
that. He’s comfortable with 
the surroundings and an 
excellent trainer. 

“You can see he loves foot- 
ball and really cares about 
doing well. You’ve got to try 
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By GRAHAM 
HILL 


to turn that into match days, where you can 
make a difference.” 

Lingard himself has hit out at the way 
his time ended at Old Trafford when his 
contract expired in the summer. 

He made two appearances in his final 
season and did not get a proper farewell. 

Lingard told the Telegraph: “I don’t know 
why I wasn’t playing. I don’t know what the 
problem was, whether it was politics or 
whatever. I still haven’t got an answer to 
this day. I didn’t even ask. 

“I'd rather that someone, out of respect 
for me being there that long, told me ‘this 

is why you’re not playing’, but I never 


, . « ‘(one got that. 

Cooper (right) said: “Jesse was a “It was false promises. I was train- 
there for a long time and it was his ing hard and I was sharp, I was 
upbringing in that he came § ready to play them games. 
through the academy. : a Cc “When you’re working hard in 

It’s an important day for him = % training and don’t play at the end 
but he and the other players need —N of it, it’s very frustrating. 
ro tocus a the (performance. he’ " D>, “I had to grind out that last year 

esse as the experience, e’s = because I knew I’d be on a 


free transfer. 
“I’m not really the type of guy 
to sulk around the dressing 


room, Vm always that 

bubbly character with 
good vibes. 

“I was getting on 


with my training and 
doing my work, then 
here and there I’d 
come on and try 
to give my best. 
“The last year 
was difficult.” 
FOREST (likely): Hennessey, 
Williams, Worrall, Boly, Toffolo, 
Yates, Freuler, Mangala, John- 
son, Dennis, Lingard. 


Games _ Goals/assists 


Man Utd 232 35/19 
Brighton (loan) 17 4/3 
West Ham (loan) 16 9/4 
Nottm Forest 15 2/2 
Derby (loan) 15 2/2 
Birmingham (loan) 13 6/3 


Leicester (loan) 5 0/0 
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8pm, Amazon Prime 


Ee akSPORT@S 


RASHFORD GOALS CAN 
FILL VOID FOR TEN HAG 


ERIK TEN HAG will not lose any 
sleep if he fails to bring in more 
firepower next month — because 
he believes Marcus Rashford can 


be a 20-goal hitman. 

Ten Hag is making steady progress in 
his mission to take Manchester United 
back to the top. 

Yet the lack of a clinical finisher could 
still derail their top-four challenge. 

They managed just 20 goals before the 
World Cup break — half the amount City 
scored — and have also lost last year’s 
top marksman in Cristiano Ronaldo. 

Ten Hag would love to add a new 
striker in January, with Dutch forward 
Cody Gakpo on his hit list. 

But the United gaffer reckons the 
solution could already be on the books — 
if Rashford’s flying form continues 
over the next few months. 

The England striker hit three 
goals at the World Cup 
and scored a stunning 
solo effort in Wednes- 

day’s 2-0 Carabao Cup 
win over Burnley. 
United then 
confirmed they 
had triggered a 
12-mont con- 
tract extension 
for Rashford — 
along with Luke 
Shaw, Fred and 
Diogo Dalot — until 
2024. 

Ten Hag sees no 
reason why Rash 
cannot prove to be a 
master blaster over the 
second half of the 
campaign now 
he is back 
to his bril- 

) liant best. 

Ahead 
of hosting 

struggling 

} Notting- 
ham For- 
est this 

evening, 
he _ said: 
“I always 

thought 
he is 

capable 
of scoring 
' 20 goals 


in "the Premier League. He got three in 
the World Cup, so he has the potential 
to score those numbers in the league.” 

For all that Ronaldo was a shadow of 
his lethal former self over the final few 
months of his United career, he still 
managed 18 Prem strikes last term — one 
more than Rashford’s best-ever haul. 

Yet Ten Hag thinks the fact his side 
are still on the coat-tails of the top four, 
despite a stop-start opening half of the 
season, proves their problems up front 
are not as serious as feared. 

He added: “When you analyse the 
first 14 games we’ve played, we do not 
have a problem in the front line. 

“Often players have not actually 
been 100 per cent fit and I have 
had to play them. Py 

“When we get players fit and 
available we will score more goals. e 

“It’s a good sign that we are / 
still fifth. Although we are aware 
that we need to score more goals, 
we need to improve on many 
more elements. 

“We have to play better as a team, 
get better results and have more 
dominance in the games to get to a 
high level. 

“Yes, we are aware we have lost a 
striker so need to get one in — but 
that also has to be the right one who 
brings quality to the team. 

“The criteria is high here at 
chester United.” 

For all their lack of goals, there is no 
disputing that Ten Hag is gradually 
turning the 20-time champions into a 
more solid unit. 

They beat Liverpool, 
Spurs before last month’s World Cup 
shutdown and there is certainly more 
steel to a side that have been easy-beats 
too often in recent seasons. 

But Ten Hag certainly is not getting 
carried away just yet. 

He added: “For me, you can always do 
better. When you are satisfied it brings 
you to laziness and I don’t want that. 

“I give the best I have every day 
and want to see a better version of 
myself every day. That’s what I focus 
on internally. 

“I am confident we will get the 
process right and it will come. But 
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Man- 


Arsenal and 


HOT STREAK... 
Rashford is hitting 
form at the right 

time for Red Devils 


I 


we have to do better — and that also 
counts for the manager.” 

Anthony Martial believes United are in 
good shape to push up the table now. 

The Red Devils reached the World Cup 
break with only one defeat from their 
last 12 matches in all competitions. 
And Ten Hag (above) and Co are four 
points behind fourth-placed Tottenham 
but with two games in hand. 

Asked on MUTV if United should be 
optimistic, Martial said: “Yes, and why 
not. We’ve a very good team of players, 
with a great dynamic about us and a lot 
of victories already under our belt. 

“We now just have to keep on in 
those winning ways we have shown 
in these recent matches. 

“We have lots of matches coming 
up now but, apart from those who 
went off to the World Cup, there has 

been time for some rest. 
= “And those players will now also 

have had a few days off, so we 
hope we will all return in good 
shape for the challenges ahead 
and to win all the matches 
we can.” 

Martial was overlooked for 
the France squad so was one 
of the group of United play- 
ers not involved in Qatar. 

The 27-year-old has had 
an injury-disrupted season 
so far but has four goals 
in the eight games he 
has _ played. 

Martial, now likely to 
get the nod to face Forest, 
said: “We’ve put in a lot of 
good work and it has been 
a bit like a pre-season 
for us. 

“We've worked hard on 
fitness training and get- 
ting into top shape 
physically and I _ have 
benefited a lot from that 
personally.” 

United are still 
expected to be without 
defenders Lisandro 
Martinez and Raphael 
Varane following their 
involvement in the World 
Cup final. 

But Harry Maguire — 
who largely impressed for 
England could return 
to the side after missing 
the Clarets clash through 
illness. 

Ten Hag explained: “We 
had some problems with 
illness like Harry but he 

was back on the training 
pitch on Friday so I’m happy 

with that.” 
Apart from missing his two 
centre-backs, Ten Hag said the rest of 
the United players who played in Qatar 
were in good spirits. 

The Dutchman explained: “The players 
had massive impressions out at the 
World Cup but now they are back and 
you can feel their energy. 

“They are looking forward to the 
restart of the Premier League. 

“Varane and Martinez are not there yet 
— but we are hoping that their comeback 
is soon.” 

MANCHESTER UNITED (likely): De Gea, Wan-Bissaka, 
Lindelof, Maguire, Shaw, Casemiro, Eriksen, Antony, Fernandes, 
Rashford, Martial. 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 b-y7/ 5 


MY MAIN MAN.. 


- Gundogan gets a hug off Guardiola 


Pep Is City’s 
real top Gun 


ILKAY GUNDOGAN has no doubt who the ‘main 


man’ at Manchester City is. 

It is not prolific new striker Erling Haaland, who 
has already banged in 24 goals this season. 

Nor is it Kevin De Bruyne despite his consistently 
brilliant performances for the champions. 

Club captain Gundogan believes the man who City 
fans have to thank for this glittering recent era is 


boss Pep Guardiola. 


And he backs the former Barcelona coach to prove 


he is the best manager of 


all time by taking the club 


to even greater heights over the next few years. 


Guardiola, 51, gave City 
their return to action by 
signing a two-year con- 
tract extension during the 
World Cup break. 

And as they prepare to 
visit Leeds tomorrow, the 
Germany midfielder said: 
“In the years he’s been at 
City, he has been the 
main man — the one 
coming up with the ideas 
and the way we play. 

“All the praise, the way 
we play, the goals we 
score, the praise should 
go to him as well, he’s in 
charge of all of that, 

“Without him, all these 
things would not be 
possible. 

“It’s amazing news for 
City that he’s staying and 
shows also how happy he 
is here with the club and 
this group of players.” 

Guardiola — who took 
charge in summer 2016 — 
has led the club to four 
Prem titles in the last 
five years and has also 
won five domestic cups. 

Yet Gundogan believes 
he can raise the bar 
again before his new deal 
expires in summer 2025. 

He added: “He has 
already done so much for 
the club and in the next 
2% years he will do the 
come — and maybe even 
top_it 

‘For me, he’s the great- 
est coach in the modern 
game. He has won every- 
thing with his clubs and, 
in terms of playing style, 


the perfect boost ahead of 


By MARTIN BLACKBURN 


approaching a game, I 
have no doubt he will 
remembered as the best 
so far. 

“He is probably the 
most innovative manager 
in modern football. 

“It feels like he is the 
one who has changed the 
game in the last decade.” 

Gundo told Arab News: 
“Knowing him, he. still 
has a lot of ideas in his 
head, a lot of hunger and 
a lot of things on how he 
can improve his team 
and himself as well. 

“We need to prepare 
for a lot more years with 
him in football because 
we need managers and 
coaches like him.” 

Gundogan, 32, sees him- 
self moving into coaching 


eventually. 
He added: “I’m _privi- 
leged to have _ played 


under some of the best 
managers in the world, 
like Pep, Jurgen Klopp 
and Thomas Tuchel. 

“I can take out some- 
thing from every one of 
them — I can use it for 
my own future in terms 
of coaching. 

“I love to focus on an 
active career but can I 
imagine coaching one 
day? Definitely. 

“It would be great to 
conquer that opportunity 
and go for it.” 


Madd suffers 
new setback 


JAMES MADDISON has 
suffered a fresh injury 
setback — with Leicester 
putting no timescale on 
his return. 

Maddison has a new 
knee problem to the one 
that he took into the 
Qatar World Cup 
with England. 

The Foxes mid- 
fielder (right) 
missed yester- 
day’s 3-0 home 
defeat to New- 
castle — who are 
interested in buy- 
ing him. 

Maddison now 
faces missing Friday’s trip 
to Liverpool and the rest 
of the festive schedule. 

Boss Brendan Rodgers 
said: “Sadly he’s not near 


By GRAHAM HILL 


to playing. He was out 
yesterday morning on the 
grass but he’s still feeling 
pain on his knee. 
“It’s come __ indirectly 
from issues he had while 
he was away. Pll 
speak to the medi- 
cal team. They are 
»| trying to get to the 
| bottom of it. 
“It’s a different 
part of his knee. 
“He’s had a pain 
around the back of 
his knee and now 
he’s feeling it in 
the front part. I need to 
listen to the experts and 
take it from there. There’s 
no time-frame on it.” 
Report — Goals P1, 2,3 


CONTE ... saluted Kane 


HARRY | 
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think the fans were scared 
as he’s playing for Totten- 
ham, not for what hap- 
pened with England. 

“He had a good World 
Cup and the team got to 
the quarter-final, then he 
missed a decisive penalty. 

“But if you are strong 
mentally you move on — 
and Harry did this.” 

Spurs midfielder Pierre- 
Emile Hojbjerg also hailed 
his team-mate’s mentality. 

The Dane scored Spurs’ 
equaliser after Vitaly 
Janelt and Ivan Toney 
netted for the hosts. 

And Hojbjerg said: “The 
biggest mistake that you 
can do in football is to 
doubt Harry Kane. 

“He is a machine. He 
has the quality to be 
No1 in the world.” 

Conte was left scratch- 
ing his head as Tottenham 
conceded first for the 
NINTH game in a row. 

But he said signing new 
defenders is not the 
answer, insisting: “In cen- 
tral defence, we’re good. 
Cristian Romero is back 
tomorrow. 

“On one side I’m happy. 
On the other, this is nine 
games in a row that we 
conceded the first goal.” 
Report — Goals Pages 4,5 


Lamps: 
Fight is 
now on 


By KEN LAWRENCE 


FRANK LAMPARD has told 
his players to stand up 
and be counted as he 
fights to keep his job. 

The Everton boss was 
stunned by Rayan Ait- 
Nouri’s winner for Wolves 
that condemned his side 
to a_ fifth successive 
defeat in all competitions. 

The 2-1 loss — booed 
by home fans — leaves 
the Toffees only one point 
above the drop zone. 

Lamps admits he is now 
deep in another battle for 
survival, declaring: “That’s 
what we are in. 

“We've got to fight, 
keep together, that’s the 
reality of where we’re at. 

“We were desperately 
unlucky and the _ perfor- 
mance didn’t warrant the 
result. We have to keep 
working for the day it 
goes our way.” 

Defender James Tarkow- 
ski said: “We back the 
manager. He backs us. We 
have performed poorly at 
times this season but this 
game wasn’t that.” 

Report — Goals P8,9 
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Goal machine Salah matches 


NEW King of the Kop Mo Salah 
is now level on Liverpool goals 
with ‘King Kenny’ Dalglish. 

The striker grabbed his 172nd 
Reds goal to set up a hard-fought 
win and move joint-seventh in the 
club’s all-time list of goalscorers. 

But Jurgen Klopp must have wished 
some more chances fell Salah’s way 
instead of to Darwin Nunez. 

The Uruguayan’s pace causes chaos 
and creates chances for others around 
him and it helped Liverpool maintain 
their push for a top-four place. 

But they needed 18-year-old 
Spanish kid Stefan Bajcetic to come 
off the bench and wrap up all three 
points nine minutes from the end. 

Until then, the game hung on a 
knife-edge, largely due to Nunez’s 
wayward finishing in a bonkers game. 

Virgil van Dijk showed Nunez how 
it should be done with a rare goal to 
double Salah’s strike, before Ollie 
Watkins threw Aston Villa a lifeline 


By GRAEME 


BRYCE 45. 


just before the hour. But as the home 
side pushed for a_ late  leveller, 
Bajcetic grabbed the glory on only his 
second Prem appearance. 

Liverpool had warmed up for their 
league return with a Carabao Cup 
thriller against Manchester City. 

Klopp’s boys carried on where they 
left off from that 3-2 defeat as 
they stormed into an early lead here. 

It could have been a different story 
if Watkins cashed in when Emi Buen- 
dia picked him out inside the Liver- 
pool penalty area after 44 seconds. 

But the Villa striker failed to 
connect sweetly and his half-volley 
was gratefully grabbed by Alisson. 

Liverpool soon had Villa’s rearguard 
in all kinds of bother. 

Andy Robertson’s teasing low cross 


was dummied by Nunez and in his 
desperation to get back to cut out the 
threat, Tyrone Mings clattered into 
his own goalkeeper Robin Olsen. 

Mings came off worse as he took a 
hefty whack to his knee before being 
able to continue after treatment. 

However, that appeared to unnerve 
Villa’s defence as it took Klopp’s side 
no time at all to score afterwards. 

Robertson’s corner’ was initially 
cleared but the ball landed at the last 
person they would have wanted. 

Trent Alexander-Arnold managed 
little more than  half-an-hour of 
football in Qatar as he came on in 
England’s 3-0 win over Wales. 

Yet he reminded everyone exactly 
what he offers as he swept the ball 
with the outside of his right boot 40 
yards to pick out Robertson again. 

The Scot took the pass in mid-air 
and found Salah to slot home his 
milestone goal after just five minutes. 

And Anfield icon Dalglish tweeted: 


“A fantastic achievement for 
@MoSalah and great to be in the 
stands to watch the goal go in. 
Delighted to hand over the baton and 
I hope it brings even more success!” 

Villa dusted themselves down and 
tried to respond. Watkins crashed in 
another shot which Alisson stopped 
with his legs — but the striker had 
strayed offside. 

Then Leon Bailey fired in an effort 
which the Brazilian keeper held at 
head height. 

Buendia swept in a superb centre 
which Watkins left for Bailey but the 
Jamaican screwed a shot off Van Dijk 
into Alisson’s grateful arms. 

John McGinn then produced an 
Alexander-Arnold-standard cross but 
Watkins’ diving header was saved by 
the alert Alisson. 

Liverpool thought they had doubled 
their lead when Joel Matip found 
the far corner of Olsen’s net with a 
header. But the Reds defender had 


LEFT-BACK Andrew Robertson assisted his 
in this match, setting up Mo Salah’'s 


Prem goal 


54th 


opener. This made him the all-time leading assister 


among defenders 


in Premier League history, 


one 


more than Leighton Baines managed (53). 


STEFAN BAJCETIC scored his first Prem goal for Liverpool. 


At 18 years, 65 days, he 
Owen (17y 143d) and Raheem 


scorer behind Michael 


is their third youngest PL 


Sterling (17y 317d). He is the second youngest Spaniard to 
score in the PL, behind Cesc Fabregas in 2004 (17y 113d). 


53 
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SALAH 5; VAN DIJK 37; BAJCETIC 81 
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"3 STATS 
|_Aston Villa @Y 
Shots 16 
Shots on target 9 
Possession 53% 
Passes 507 
Touches in opposition box 36 
Corners 
Fouls conceded 
Yellow cards 
Red cards 
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opens on Sunday. 
PSV’s statement r . 
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eeBaol FC have reached a 
oF ent on the proposed transfer 


“ 
Both clubs are not making any 
transfer 


K Salah stuns Villa 
with his fifth-minute opener to 
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Antield leg 


then struck his own arm as Liverpool 


Watkins and this time the England 


strayed offside before connecting with 
ace soared to guide his header 


Robertson's free-kick. 

Lucas Digne had a penalty claim 
ignored, while at the other end Ezri 
Konsa_ slashed at a clearance but 
Nunez’s volley hit Olsen's legs. 

Liverpool extended their lead eight 
minutes before the break. 

Boubacar Kamara failed 
Alexander-Arnold’s corner clear, as 
did Digne, and Salah managed to 
keep the ball alive at the back post. 

He set up Van Dijk, whose low 
shot deflected off Konsa to leave 
Olsen helpless. 

Nunez must have been jealous of 
Van Dijk’s second goal of the season 
as everything the Uruguayan striker 
hit turned to dust with Olsen denying 
him again just on half-time. 

Villa had the ball in the net within 
seconds of the restart when Watkins 
sprinted clear to slam past Alisson. 

But VAR confirmed the striker was 


to head 


continued to live dangerously. 

Buendia hit the side-netting before 
Salah left Douglas Luiz and Digne 
for dead in a foot race. 


Yet the Kop  striker’s shot was 
blocked by Olsen’s foot and _ the 
rebound crashed off Douglas Luiz 


and hit the outside of his own post 
Bailey fluffed another shot in front 


of goal before Villa’s perseverance 
just 


finally paid off with a _ goal 
before the hour. 
Luiz’s 


Douglas cross picked out 


Gael f 


beyond Alisson. 

However, Klopp utilised his bench 
to make a couple of double substitu- 
tions — after 67 and 79 minutes — as 
Liverpool found another gear. 

It paid off when rookie Bajcetic 
grabbed his first senior goal for 
the Reds within two minutes of 
replacing Jordan Henderson. 

Nunez might not have been able 
to score himself but his pace was 
a constant menace. 

He set up his side’s third with a 
cutback which Olsen parried into 
Bajcetic’s path and the teenager 
kept his cool to find the net. 

HOW THEY LINED UP 
ASTON VILLA: Olsen, Young, Konsa, Mings, Digne, 


Ly 
oe 


YY fee 


McGinn, Kamara (Coutinho 85), Douglas Luiz, Buendia : 

(Ings 86), Bailey (Dendoncker 86), Watkins. | ee 

LIVERPOOL: Alisson, Alexander-Arnold (Gomez 79), Matip, a ek Tus * 

Van Dijk, Robertson, Henderson (Bajcetic 79), Fabinho, ual > 4 

Thiago (Keita 67), Salah, Nunez (Doak 88), Oxlade- 2 Pus FF Sere ae 
ee wa ager - 


Chamberlain (Elliott 67). 


narrowly offside. McGinn’s header es : 
»TWO EAS Olsen and Mii 
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h : Sund Tottenh P Friday $32 Leicester (h P 
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league goals v Liverpool than any other player while he’s now 


Villa's leading Prem scorer against the Reds. Prem 


Jan13 2% Leeds (h) 
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RETURN... — 
Wenger watches 
from the stand 


s 


ARSENE WENGER finally ended his 
4-year Emirates exile and was 
probably wondering if he was 


back at the same stadium. 

The stubborn Frenchman has been 
sulking ever since he was forced out of 
Arsenal by supporter dissent and he 
had not been back since his last game 
in charge in May 2018. 

But last night, Fifa’s chief of global football 
development was finally persuaded to return 
to the club he had reigned over for 22 years. 

And the sheer optimism sweeping around 
the ground he helped to build must have left 
him believing that Mikel Arteta is a modern- 
day miracle worker. 

For no aspect of Arsenal’s recent transfor- 
mation has come as a bigger shock than the 
current manager’s ability to get the previ- 
ously grumpy fans on board. Even going 


EP iat 


>) GABSMACKED... Gabriel Martinelli fires in Gunners’ second 
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. ARSENAL 3 


SAKA 53; MARTINELLI 58; NKETIAH 69 


ARSENE 


vt mm ta awe e 
Gunners-roar-back to win 


ByMARK {> 
IRWIN 4S, 


behind to a contentious West Ham penalty 
could not dampen the mood around the 
place before a magnificent second-half come- 
back allowed them to open up a seven-point 
lead at the top of the Premier League. 

It is 19 seasons since Wenger lifted the last 
of his three title trophies and as he looked 
on from the directors’ box it was hard for 
him not to get caught up in the belief that 
this young team just might be the real deal. 

Goals from Bukayo Saka, Gabriel Marti- 
nelli and Eddie Nketiah were enough to see 
off a frustrated Hammers team, who now sit 
just one point above the relegation zone. 

West Ham boss David Moyes must hate the 
sight of this place after suffering an 18th 
away defeat against the Gunners. Even the 


absence of Arsenal's’ Brazilian talisman 
Gabriel Jesus was not enough to reverse that 
depressing trend as Arteta’s men picked up 
seamlessly from where they left off before 
the mid-season break for the World Cup. 

And no one enjoyed themselves more than 
Nketiah, who was eager to show Arteta that 
he does not need to sign another striker next 
month because he is more than capable of 
filling in for the injured Jesus. 

It took him just four minutes to open up 
the West Ham defence with a delicious back- 
heel for star Saka to smash one into the 
top corner. 

But the England man had wandered milli- 
metres offside when he touched on the origi- 
nal pass from Martin Odegaard and it was 
ruled out without any need for VAR. 

Nketiah had another chance to make his 
point midway through the first half when he 
was at the sharp end of a lightning-quick 
counter from a West Ham corner. Yet he did 


not have the confidence to go all the way 
and when he attempted a shot from the edge 
of the area Vladimir Coufal was able to 
make an important block. 

And minutes later Arsenal were behind 
when Michail Antonio got in behind their 
defence and picked out Jarrod Bowen's surge 
into the box. 

William Saliba lunged in from behind and 
the West Ham man_ skipped past the 
challenge before going down. 

Referee Michael Oliver immediately pointed 
to the spot and though not every camera 
angle suggested that contact had been made, 
there was not enough evidence to convince 
the VAR Darren England that a clear and 
obvious error had been made. 

There was still enough of a delay to give 
Said Benrahma plenty to think 
about but the Algeria interna- 
tional held his nerve to p) 


smash his penalty straight 


ra 
ine 
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have done so while scoring 


ARSENAL have won ten consecutive Premier 
League home games for the first time since 
April 2019. This was also the first time they 


goals each time since November 2017. 


equalling 
two or more 


WEST HAM manager David Moyes has lost 15 
Premier League away games against Arsenal, 


Harry Redknapp for the most 


away defeats against a single opponent in 
the competition (15 v Man Utd). 


ARSENAL have come from 
behind to beat West Ham eight 
times in the Premier League — 
more than they have against 
any other opponent. 
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WEST HAM UNITED 
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in.front_of former_boss 


post on 58 minutes. And if the 
former Arsenal goalkeeper felt he 
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with his head rather than with his raised arms 
and the decision was overturned by Oliver. 

That was all too much for Arteta, who might have done better with that 
stormed straight down the tunnel with a face one, he had no chance when 
like thunder as he contemplated how to turn Nketiah put this game to bed in 
things around after the break. the 69th minute. 

And he did not have to wait long for the fi He ey ae Kehrer before 
response when Saka (right) intercepted Ode- iring; into: the tar. corner. 


, pecan A “One Arsene Wenger” chanted the 
eee ee a and calmly picked fans as they caught sight of the 
appealed tn vain’ for . great man on the big screen. 


down the middle as keeper Aaron Ramsdale 
dived to the left. 

If that goal was a surprise for the Arsenal 
fans, it was an absolute stunner for the travel- 
ling Hammers who had almost forgotten how 
it felt to be winning away. 

Saliba, who only returned to the club from 
his World Cup exertions with France last Fri- 
day, always seems to have one mistake in him 
in every game. 

And while no one can question the quality 


of his performances at the heart of the A But Le Professeur is now history. It’s 
: a offside. « . ” ; i 
Arsenal defence this term, this was a further Moments later Super Mik Arteta” who is leading 
reminder that he is not the finished article. pocjan Rice was Arsenal towards their bright new 
It was not the first time Arteta’s youngsters future. 


robbed of possession 
by Saka before Ode- 
gaard and Granit Xhaka 
moved the ball on for 
Martinelli to beat 
Lukasz Fabianski 
inside his near 


HOW THEY LINED UP 
ARSENAL: Ramsdale, White, Saliba, Gabriel, Tierney 
(Zinchenko 73), Odegaard, Partey (Elneny 90), Xhaka, 
Saka, Nketiah, Martinelli (Vieira 88). 


(Ke ~ 
WEST HAM: Fabianski, Coufal, Dawson, Kehrer, 
Cresswell, Rice, Soucek (Fornals 78); Bowen, Paqueta, ‘ 
Benrahma, Antonio (Mubama 86). Booked: Coufal, = 
Bowen. Sy 
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have suffered an early setback — and they 
were convinced they had pulled off another 
comeback when they were awarded a penalty 
of their own in first-half stoppage time. 
But this time there was no doubting the 
television footage which showed that Aaron 
Cresswell had blocked Odegaard’s piledriver 
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6 Shots 
“ 5% Shots on target 

i nee Possession 34% 
= Passes 328 
+ : Touches in Opposition box 10 
ie Corners 5 
; Fouls conceded 17 
Yellow cards 2 

Red cards 
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READY, EDDIE GO 
striker Eddie Nketiah rifles 
home Arsenal’s third goal 


To get your 
Dream Team 
fatings scan 

here with your 
smartphone 


BUKAYO SAKA has_ scored in_ three 
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- moving clear 
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to play football and hope- 
fully he liked what he saw. 


“The players didn’t 
know about Arsene 
coming tonight. We 


wanted to keep it quiet. 

“He’s in the dressing 
room and we're going to 
talk. I’ve been involved in 
the process of bringing 
him back to the Emirates 
but it was all about the 
timing to make that step. 

“I hope he’s going to be 
willing to spend more time 
with us as he is a big 
influence for my career.” 

Bukayo Saka, Gabriel 
Martinelli and Eddie Nket- 
iah netted second-half 
strikes against West Ham. 

Hammers forward Said 
Benrahma — struck the 
opener from the penalty 
spot before the break. 

Arteta said: “I gave 
Eddie a big hug and he 
totally deserved that. 

“He showed strength, 
quality and timing and the 
composure of his finish 
was outstanding.” 

Arsenal have moved for 
Mudryk due to a lack of 
options up front — with 
injured striker Gabriel 
Jesus feared to be out for 
another three months. 

The Prem leaders are 
optimistic a deal can be 
struck with Shakhtar 
Donetsk, believing the 
attacker, 21, is eager to 
move to the Emirates. 

Gunners’ chiefs have 
offered £35m plus £17.5m 
in add-ons — although 
Shakhtar are understood 
to want a £60m deal. 

Video footage emerged 
last night of Mudryk 
watching Arsenal’s victory 
over the Hammers. 

Asked about his interest 
in the player, Arteta 
replied: “We have said we 
will try to strengthen the 
team but | never speak 
about players who are not 
with us.” 

West Ham boss David 
Moyes was disappointed 
with his team’s second- 
half performance, which 
leaves them just one point 
above the relegation zone. 

He said: “We got soft in 
the second half and gave 
them opportunities.” 

Irons captain Declan 
Rice insisted: “Arsenal will 
be title winners 100 per 
cent. They are a top team 
and you can see they are 
well coached.” 


PREM TABLE 


L F APts 
Arsenal ‘ : i 1 36 12 40 
Newcastle 169 6 1 5211 33 
Man City 1410 2 2 40 14 32 
Tottenham 16 9 3 4 33 23 30 
Man Utd 14 8 2 4 20 20 26 
Liverpool 157 4 4 311825 
Brighton 157 3 5 26 20 24 
Fulham 16 6 4 6 27 26 22 
Chelsea 146 3 5 171721 
Brentford 16 4 8 4 25 27 20 
Crystal Palace15 5 4 6 15 21 19 
Aston Villa 16 5 3 8 17 25 18 
Leicester 16 5 2 9 25 28 17 
Bournemouth15 4 4 7 18 32 16 
Leeds 14.4 3 7 222615 
WestHam 16 4 2 10 13 20 14 
Everton 163 5 8 121914 
Wolves 163 4 9 10 25 13 
NottmForest 15 3 4 8 11 30 15 
Southampton16 3 3 10 14 30 12 
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| Shoot for the Toon ag | 


Your | By GRAHAM HILL Leicester.....0 Newcastle.....3 
Nol f \ NEWCASTLE soared to second in 
oneal the Premier League and Eddie Howe Lage. for a sixth top-flight 
Pullou warned: “We can do anything”. victory on the spin. 
Toon moved above Manchester Boss Howe said: “The season is 
City as Chris Wood, Miguel Almi- still young enough for all 
ron and Joelinton goals saw off possibilities to exist for us.” 


NAL 3 WEST HAM 1 
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40m Gak 
attack to 
fire Reds 


Aston Villa.....1 Liverpool.....3 


By GRAEME BRYCE 


LIVERPOOL last night agreed a 
deal for PSV Eindhoven star Cody 
Gakpo — to cap a fine day that 
saw the Reds beat Aston Villa. 
The £40million Holland forward, 
23, netted three times in the World 
Cup and had been heavily linked 
with rivals Manchester United. 
Gakpo (below) is a real coup for 
boss Jurgen Klopp, who 


accepts his Reds have little 
—©€,hope of catching leaders 


By MARK IRWIN 
ARSENAL fired up their title 


— Arsenal but vowed they v4 y charge by moving seven points 
FI would keep chipping i clear at the top of the Prem. 
at away at the Prem’s And boss Mikel Arteta wants to 


<:, high-fliers. 


He said: “We boost his side further after making a 


£52.5million bid for Ukrainian 


SS 8 y have to be the superstar Mykhailo Mudryk. 
8 ES all lea ide the The Gunners came from _ behind 
ac! b 4 OF against West Ham in front of old boss 
— ore he ty we Arsene Wenger — back at the Emirates 
ZF are chasing. for the first time since leaving the 


ty “We are not 
4 f rn the best 
wae position. There is distance 
between us and _ other 
teams. The top two or 
»v three are maybe already 
J too far away. If they win 
j all their games, we have 
\no chance. 
] “But a Champions 
League spot is there and, 
—__ at the moment, we have 
4 = to do our part. And that 
4 means winning games and 
jseeing how close we can 
get. That must be_ the 
Turn to Page 53 


club 4% years ago. 

Arteta said: “Arsene picked the right 
moment to come, a really special day 
because Boxing Day is a beautiful time 
Turn to Page 55 


—— ie 


Harry halts 
Bees boos 


Brentford.....2 Tottenham.....2 


By TOM BARCLAY 


HARRY KANE was targeted by cruel . 
chants — but Antonio Conte claimed X 
it was because Brentford fans are « : 


“scared” of him. eg . 

Bees fans sung “You let ED BOY... Eddie 
your country down” after . neh) nes ae 
Kane’s World Cup penalty eee (right) Mudry! 
miss against France. mee Yor 


England striker Kane 
(right) hit his 13th , 
Prem goal this term 
as Spurs recovered 
from 2-0 down. 
Boss Conte said: “I 

Turn to P52 p. 
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with PACING 


HARRY’S GAME... 
Harry Cobden celebrates 
after Bravemansgame 
wins King George and 
(right) all smiles with 
trainer Paul Nicholls 


BIG MOUTH ... easy for Lossiemouth 


Lossie Is 


bossy for 
Townend | 


By EAMONN HAMES 


LOSSIEMOUTH was cut to 7-4 by Coral 
for the Triumph Hurdle after an easy 
win at Leopardstown. 

Paul Townend had an armchair ride 
as the three-year-old made all in the 
Grade 2 Knight Frank Juvenile Hurdle. 

Winning trainer Willie Mullins said: 
“She did that nicely and jumped well. 

“Pm very pleased with her and she 
looks the real deal. She will be one of 
our bankers at Cheltenham I'd imagine.” 

Meanwhile, High Definition — a one- 
time favourite for the Derby — is 
another who could be starring over the 
sticks in March. 

Joseph O’Brien’s runner showed his 
class with an easy 
win on his hurdle 
debut and was cut 
to 20-1 for the 
Supreme Novices. 

O’Brien said: “It 
was a nice start 
over hurdles for him. 

“He put up a good 
enough round of jump- 
ing despite having to 
make his own running 
and being a bit green. 

“He was a high class 
Flat horse so you’d/ 
be hoping he cang 
make it to the top 
over hurdles. 

“Obviously we’ll 
look at Chelten- 
ham but he will 
have one more run 
before then.” 

Over at Limerick, 
Jordan Gainford won 
his first Grade 1 on 
Gordon Elliott’s 
Gerri Colombe, the 
new 5-1 favourite 
for the Brown 
Advisory at Chel- 


Nicholls: We're not 
scared of Galopin 


JACK KEENE at Kempton 


IT’S next stop Cheltenham for Ladbrokes 


King George hero Bravemansgame. 

Just moments after bagging the Boxing Day feature 
for a 18th time, trainer Paul Nicholls said triumphantly: 
“He won't be far away in the Gold Cup.” 

And you can understand why Nicholls is so bullish, 
given the ease with which the seven-year-old won the 
second-biggest race of the season. 

He was left clear at the last when L’Homme Presse 
crashed out but Bravemansgame already looked to 

1 have gained the upper hand under Harry Cobden. 
\ Coral go 10-1 from 20s for big one in March. 

The market is still headed by Willie Mullins’ Galopin 
Des Champs (7-4) but Nicholls reckons his horse is 
now a legitimate Gold Cup contender. He said: 

“We will go straight there now. 

“Hopefully it’s nice spring ground in 
March because the better the 
ground the better he travels. 
“He prefers going left-handed 
and is just bigger and stronger 
now, so I don’t have any wor- 
ries about Cheltenham. 
“King George winners 
have a fine record in the 
Gold Cup, so why not 
have a go? We aren't 


tenham. scared of anybody.” 
ie cea a " = 

THIS IS WHAT OWNING A SOINTHECLUB ayers 

TO THINK 


takotimetathinkseo uk 


RACEHORSE FEELS LIKE 


SEARCH CORAL RACING CLUB 
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Favourite iia SUNRACING—WERE 


FAIR play, Paul Nicholls. 

It takes a Brave man to back 
against the king of Ditcheat in the 
King George as we all found out 
yesterday when he won the race 
an_ incredible 13th time. 

Bravemansgame was a very good 
winner and, even though Charlie 
Deutsch came a cropper at the 
last when shipped out the side 
L’Homme Presse, the game — as 
the say — was already up. 

Since See More Business won in 
1997, Nicholls has dominated the 
race and this was his fourth win in 
the last five years. 

And a big shout out to Frodon 
who put in a blinder to finish third 
for Bryony Frost. 

Constitution Hill did what we all 
thought he would in the Christmas 
Hurdle and Paisley Park was typi- 
cally brave and gutsy to win his 
third Long Walk Hurdle. He got a 
great reception from the crowd. 

Poor old Charlie may have been 
down and after L’Homme Presse 
yesterday but I think he can 
bounce back in the Welsh National 
on QUICK WAVE (2.50). 

This mare won well at Sandown 
and only has a 4lb penalty to carry. 
She has won both races since hav- 
ing an op to sort out her wind and 
is the one for me. 

The Big Dog rates the main 
threat. He has won two big staying 
handicaps — the Munster National 
and the Troytown and, believe you 
me, those races are not for shrink- 
ing violets. He stays longer than the 
in-laws did on Christmas Day. 

The Galloping Bear can make the 
frame. He is back in off the same 
mark as when disqualified after 
winning the Grand National Trial 
in Haydock in February. 

I think the champion trainer will 
have more to celebrate in Wales 
today as I like DIXON COVE (1.40) 
in the juvenile hurdle final. 

She has won both starts since 
moving to Team Nicholls and there 
was plenty to like about her win at 
Aintree earlier this month. 

Mind you, Scriptwriter and Per- 
seus Way are clearly well above 
average and it could be a three-way 
fight up the run-in. 

It was cracking action at Kemp- 
ton yesterday and it’s another super 
card there today. 

The feature race is the Desert 
Orchid Chase. It’s a race which has 
been run since 2006, the year the 
great grey died. I was lucky enough 
to win it three times, with Petit Dysart Dynamo is a horse I know 
Robin, Finian’s Rainbow and lastly Paul is sweet on too. I hear his 
with Special Tiara in 2014. schooling has gone very well and 

There have been some great Paul thinks he will make up into a 
horses who have won it — Sprinter very exciting chaser. They rank him 
Sacre, Altior and last year Shishkin. up with their best. 

Nube Negra won it in 2020 and Ciel De Neige could even give 
will try for his second this after- Paul a four-timer in the Paddy 
noon — but the Dan Skelton runner Power Chase. He has a touch of 
will have his work cut out to class about him and is top weight 
get the better of an excep- for a reason but my fancy is AIN’T 
tional horse in EDWARD- THAT A SHAME (3.00) for Henry De 
STONE (2.30). Bromhead and Rachael Blackmore. 

It was a very good per- He was only beaten a head by 
formance from Alan The Big Dog in the Munster Nat- 
King’s chaser in the ional back in October where he 
Tingle Creek earlier would have won if he hadn't 
this month — I think made a mistake at the last. For 

were me he has the best chance. 
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THE BIG DOG has plenty of bite 
in the Coral Welsh National. 


He won the Munster National 
and was an an impressive winner 
of the Troytown at Navan. Peter 
Fahey’s hope looks much improved 
and will enjoy this challenge. 

The Big Breakaway is quirky but 
ran well at Haydock and has every 
chance, while Quick 


TRUCKERS LODGE «x*x* 
KEEP on Trucking. Has finished 
second and third in this and is 9lb 
lower than last year even before 
his rider’s claim. Definite place 
claims if showing best. 


FANTASTIKAS ** 
NOT a Fan. He Is 138lb higher than 
his last win and was well held in 
the Becher. Has plenty to do here. 


THE GALLOPING BEAR 


KK 
BEAR with him. Improving stayer 
who likes it soft and won the Hay- 
dock National Trial before being 
disqualified for a banned _ sub- 
stance. Has been laid out for this 
and should run well. 

TIME TO GET UP x 
TIME up. Third in the Midlands 
National but has struggled lately. 
Down weights but needs his best. 


good Haydock last 


company at 
time. Stays well, must go close. 
FORTESCUE **x* 
Wave ON Cue. Regular winner at lower 
impressed in the London National levels and solid fourth in Becher 
at Sandown. She’s shortlisted es Chase. Should stay and first-time 


cheekpieces may help. 

QUICK WAVE x*x*«x* 
SHE’S Quick. Impressive London 
THE BIG DOG x*x**x*x* National winner 24 days ago. Will 
DOG barking. Looks a different stay and likes cut in the ground. 
horse to the one pulled up in this Only 4lb higher so big chance. 
last year. Jumps and stays well. PATS FANCY *x** 
THE BIG BREAKAWAY PATS magic. Has good record here 

te te te te and fit from spin over hurdles. Trip 
BIG chance. Has his own ideas Should suit and capable of better. 
but ran a cracker when second in On the shortlist at a nice price. 


with The Galloping Bear and As' 
Me Early. Here is my Pinstickers’ 
guide to the big marathon: 


Charlie to 
be prince 
of Wales 


impressed. As long as that hasn't 
left a mark on him — and by the 
reports coming out of Kingy’s yard 
it hasn’t — then he should have too 
much for Nube Negra who didn’t 
have to do much to win a poor 
three-runner renewal of the Shloer 
Chase at Cheltenham in November. 

There’s another smashing card 
over at Leopardstown. 

Paul Townend looks in for a big 
day and it would be a surprise if 
Willie Mullins didn’t win the two 
big ones with CHACUN POUR SOI 
(1.10) and FACILE VEGA (1.45). 

And he should also have few 
problems _brin, up a_ hat-trick 
on DYSART DYN {AMO (12.35) in the 
beginners’ chase. 

Chacun just loves Leopardstown. 
He has won four at the track and 
his only defeat came when beaten 
by a future Gold Cup winner in A 
Plus Tard in 2019. I can see stable- 
mate Blue Lord chasing him home. 

Facile Vega is impossible to 
oppose. He will have learned plenty 
from his first run over hurdles and 
it will be a major shock if the dual 
Champion Bumper winner gets 
turned over at short odds. 


PAUL NICHOLLS is used 
to being the Man of the 


moment. 

And the Ditcheat destroyer was 
once again the centre of attention 
at Kempton on Boxing Day, this 
time courtesy of the brilliant 
Bravemansgame. 

He gave the champion trainer 
an incredible 13th win in the 
King George — the sort of domi- 
nation that is rarely seen in this 
country. 

After all, no other trainer in 
the race’s long and rich history 
has won it more than four times. 

Saint Nich just loves it at this 
time of year and his stablestar 
was ho-ho-home and dry after 
big rival L’'Homme Presse got rid 
of Charlie Deutsch at the last. 

Bravemansgame probably had 
the race in the bag anyway when 
the 9-4 favourite exited stage left. 

But that last-gasp unseat 
robbed us of a potentially epic 
finish to a thrilling race in which 
‘the big two’ had gone toe-to-toe 
up the straight. 

And on more than one occa- 
sion L’Homme Presse was virtu- 
ally stepping on Bravemansgame 
toes as he jumped across the 
winner almost throughout. 

You'd struggle to find too many 
lefties in British racing, but 
Venetia Williams’ runner is cer- 
tainly one of them and he will 
surely stick to going that way 
round in future. 

Bravemansgame, meanwhile, 
was straight and true throughout, 
and his jumping only got sharper 
as the pace was cranked up by 
his front-running stablemate Fro- 
don. 

He pulled a mile clear with his 

chief rival from three out and, 
having been left in splendid iso- 
lation at the final fence, Cobden 
was afforded the luxury of soak- 
ing up the cheers from a huge 
crowd. 
RIGHT CHARLIE... / Nicholls, 60, was understand- 
Quick Wave can win 4 ably chuffed at making it a 
for Charlie Deutsch ) baker’s dozen, and he said: “It 
was a hell of a race and he is a 
hell of a horse. 


Faun zx 


from five with an effortless win 
in the Christmas Hurdle. With a 
starting price of 1-7, anything 
other than a procession would 


very confident. Some of those 
bad runs in the spring you 
couldn’t judge him on as ours 
weren't right. When he is right 


“They went a good gallop and 
old Frodon, who has run another 
cracker, gave them a good lead. 
I’m very proud of that horse and 
the race he ran. 

“Bravemansgame then _ stayed 
on strongly and _ showed his 
strengths. He is just a maturing 
horse and we have trained him 
for today. 

“The other horse was a little 
unfortunate to lose his jockey — 
but he was beaten by then. 

“Going into the race we were 


he is a very good horse. 

“We knew we had him at his 
best today. I loved the way he 
stayed on as all the way down 
the back he didn’t have a great 
passage as L’Homme Presse kept 
jumping across him. 

“But he came there hard on 
the bridle and stayed on well. It 
is just fantastic and to win it 13 
times is unreal.” 

Earlier on the card, Constitu- 
tion Hill made it a perfect five 


have been a disappointment. 

As has been the case through- 
out his short career, he not only 
lived up to expectations but 
exceeded them, breezing home in 
a hack canter 17 lengths clear of 
Epatante. 

Nicky Henderson said: “It’s only 
his fifth start and again it was 
everything you’d hope for and 
everything he’s done before. 

“You’ve just got to come into 
these days and pray everything 


y Sagcewntnt 


CHECK OUT TODAY'S LATEST ODDS AT CORAL.CO.UK 


SU Wa a OF ODA EUAN RS BO lee cA Me LC Ae NSEC RR 


BOAT ana 


THE BIGGEST... AND THE BEST 


WILL BE TOP DO 


ASK ME EARLY xxx 
EARLY riser. Back to form when 
third at Bangor and this longer 
trip should be ideal. Fair weight 
and can go close. 

MUSICAL SLAVE *x* 
MUSIC in tune. Solid stayer who 


was second in Bet365 Chase at 
Sandown. Will be fitter for his 
comeback and has solid place 
claims. 


WOULDUBEWELL *« 
WELL up. Decent form in small 
fields but well held at Haydock 
latest and needs more. 

CYCLOP *« 
LOP off. Goes well here but in 
lesser company. Made mistakes 
when third at Kelso latest. 


WAYFINDER * 
WAY out. Dual winner here before 
poor run last time. Not certain to 
see out this trip. Swerve. 


goes right, it’s not that easy and 
just a matter of going out there 
and coming back - you've got to 
jump the hurdles and be in good 
shape. 

“Thankfully he is and so is 
Epatante — I’ve never seen her in 
better form and Aidan said there 
that she’s probably run as well 
there as she did when she won 
this on the bridle last year! 

“She was only chasing shadows 
to be honest and that just shows 
what Constitution Hill is achiev- 
ing, which is frightening really.” 

So easy was the win that even 
his straight-laced jockey Nico de 
Boinville was in the mood to 


VANE LEIFER SOBRE 


SPORAINRRS A 


REGINA DRACONES * 


SACK Drac. Did well last season 


but has looked rusty this 
Should stay but needs more. 
MOVETHECHAINS *** 
MOVE it. In cracking form last 
season in minor company with 
three good wins around 


year. 


three 


miles. Capable of better and inter- 


esting after a break. 


THE TWO AMIGOS 
TWO hard. Not won for 


* 


three 


years but stays well and not dis- 
graced at Haydock last time. This 


is muc tougher. 


GATS AND CO x 


NO Co. Bits of form at lower lev- 


els but doesn’t look up to this. 


D’JANGO *« 
NO Go. Not shown much this 
term and short of this level. 
Nearer first than last. 


share a joke. He said: “Rachael 
Blackmore didn’t have a whip 
because you aren't allowed to 
carry one in hand luggage. 

“I joked she could use mine 
because I wasn’t going to need it 
for Constitution Hill!” 

In the rescheduled Long Walk 
Hurdle, Paisley Park rolled back 
the years with a typically gutsy 
win under Aidan Coleman. 

He will turn 11 in a few days’ 
time, but he isn’t showing any 
signs of slowing down and he 
stayed on powerfully to beat 
Goshen and Champ. 


You certainly wouldn't put it 


TOGA Nevo Mu 


WAN 


past him winning the Stayers’ 
Hurdle again. And Thyme Hill 
gave the Philip Hobbs team a 
welcome big race winner in the 
Kauto Star Novices’ Chase. 
The eight-year-old was 
an absolute peach of a ride from 
Tom O’Brien as he breezed past 
McFabulous going to the last. 
Hobbs was watching on from 
is 


" STOP PRESSE * 
Bravemansgame 
in charge as “}! 
L’Homme Presse ,f 
gets rid of Charlie 
Deutsch 


Wincanton but 


was at Kempton, and she said: 
“The yard needed that. 

“It’s important to have winners 
in these big races and he is our 
big gun. So for him to go out 


and win another 
important for us.” 


AVS ACU Mich AAU GLO OU 


vy 
Wh 


WINGY 


NUL SAN RN 


WNT! 


given 


wife Sarah 


Grade is 


») 


IF at first you don’t succeed — 
try, try again! 

That’s certainly the case for 
TRUCKERS LODGE in today’s big 
betting race of the day, the 
Coral Welsh National on ITV. 

The three-mile-six marathon / 
is sure to spark tremendous 
reaction from the back-again 
Chepstow fans . . . and hope- 
fully a Truckers revival! 

I think this is a wide open f{ 
renewal, and Truckers Lodge \ 
looks a big price at around 16-1 

and he goes for the cham- 

pion trainer Paul ‘ 

id Freddie Gingell who takes 
off a valuable 7lb. 

Truckers Lodge has run huge in 
this race before and was a fine 
third off a mark of 150 12 months 
ago. He’s also only 2lb higher than 
when second in 2019. 

Thanks to Gingell’s 7lb he is eff- 
ectively off 134 and has every 
chance to bounce back to form. 

Obvious dangers include Quick 
Wave who is fascinating for Venetia 
Williams and the in-form The Big 
Dog, who goes for Aidan Coleman 
and Irish trainer Peter Fahey. The 
Galloping Bear would be a fairytale 
winner for Ben Jones. 

I’m not at Kempton for ITV but 
am heading over to Ireland for the 
channel to cover the big Leopard- 
stown action tomorrow and Thurs- 
day from across the Irish Sea. 

I can’t wait, as it will be like the 
old days when I used 
to cover the top Irish , 
meetings for Atthera- 
ces. Strangely enough 
it feels like I am more | 
popular in Ireland 
than in the UK at 
times so, as they say 
over there, I’m looking | 
forward to the craic! &| 

That said, I’ll miss 
good old Kempton. It 
was ___ top-class stuff 
yesterday and_ there 
are some cracking 
heats this afternoon, 
including the Grade 2 
Ladbrokes Desert 
Orchid Chase over two miles. 

Edwardstone is super talented for 
Alan King and will be hard to beat 
under excellent ‘top cat’ Tom Can- 
non. However NUBE NEGRA could 
get an easy lead on the front end 


FANTASTIKAS (2.50) could be the one 
for the each-way money in the Welsh 
National at Chepstow. 

Nigel Twiston-Davies’ nag is a right 
handful on his day and the Naunton 
boys are more than hopeful about 
him pocketing some prize-money. 

Sam Twister rides the front-run- 
ner for his old man. And ‘super 
Sam’ warmed up by pinching yes- 
terday’s opener at Kempton on 
Charlie Longsdon’s Rare Edition. 

Well-heeled Charlie looks like an 
extra from The Crown, but the gee- 
zer can train and will nab another 
decent pot with his young gun. 

Dan Skelton’s team had a kick in 
the unmentionables when Galia Des 
Liteaux dropped anchor in yesterday’s 
big novice chase. 

But it takes a lot to give deadly Dan 
the hump and William Hill have seen 
plenty of lolly for his GET A TONIC in 
the 1.55 at Kempton. 

This improver chased Gary Moore’s 
classy Botox Has home in a big’un at 
Haydock last time and she will go 
close back in this grade. 

Talking about Gary Moore, the great 
man was double chuffed when highly 
rated GIVEGA dotted up at Fontwell. 

There has been plenty of bunny 
about this fella, but a member of 
Gazza’s gang tells me they’ve got one 
just as good in Hansard. 

That flying machine mullered a tasty 
field at Huntingdon last time and he 
will be an earner in the New Year. 

My mate ‘Mersey Mick’ is desper- 
ately seeking some dough after his 
luggage went missing on a flight home 
from Majorca. 

His missus has told him to take the 
airline to court . . . but Mick reckons 
he would lose the case. Anyway, the 
scouse scoundrel thought his luck had 


GET EXTRA PLACES DAILY AT CORAL.CO.UK 
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i <4 KITTY’S LIGHT. (3. 09 
v4 Kempton) has ‘slipped ( 
down _the weights ‘and © 
hy A caild be*about to trike’ 
ge at ‘a track’he likes: uty 
Luts ia a 


{a 
a in asso 
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in association with 


CORAL* 
AGN 


Truckers can 
prove he still 
has an engine 


and it’s not impossible he might be 
hard to peg back for jockey Harry 
and trainer Dan Skelton. 

At the age of eight there’s still a 
chance he might have more to 
come and he looked in great shape 

when winning at Chel- 
tenham first time out 
this season. 
One horse I’m defi- 
nitely going to have a 
A few quid each-way on 
)}) at Kempton is KITTY’S 
LIGHT in the handicap 
WM) chase over three miles. 
4) He has a liking for 
mv this track and is edging 
down the handicap for 

Christian Williams who 

could be about to hit 
"4 form again after a quiet 
few weeks and_ has 
Robbie Dunne on top. 

A mark of 137 is very 
workable and while he’s been hope- 
less so far this season Williams’ 
yard was out of sorts. 

There was just a glimmer of life 
for connections at Newbury last 
time. I fancy him to run a big one. 


CURE 


vere 


jation with 


a 


changed when he had a big message 
for McGarry (5s to 7-4) in a two-bob 
heat at Newcastle yesterday. Fortunes 
arrived for Stuart Coltherd’s runner, 
but the dosh disappeared when his 
horse jumped the last three as if he 
was wearing divers’ boots. 

AUCUNRISQUE (1.20 Kempton) didn’t 
touch a twig at Newbury last time. And 
there will be long faces in the Chris 
Gordon crew if he isn’t involved at the 
sharp end. By the way, keep an eye out 
for canny Chris’ once-raced Goodwin. 

My carrot crunching mates reckon 
he is more than useful. 

Last but not least, William Hill are 
paying a handy six places in the fea- 
ture at Leopardstown (3.00). This puz- 
zle looks harder to crack than a 
Christmas Brazil nut, but Hills have 
seen plenty of dough for feather- 
weighted PANDA BOY (8s to 6-1). 
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CORAL” 


RACING 
CLUB 


EST. 2022 


THISIS 

WHAT 
OWNING 
RACEHORSE 
FEELS LIKE 7 


TIC-TAC: Left-handed undulating oval track of 1m 7f. There are 11 fences 


to a circuit, and a run-in of 250 yards. 


won out of 1,066 races (35.8%). At corresponding meetings, 41 have won 
out of 127 races (32.3%). JACKPOT: 1- 


TRAINERS with best record in 
last 14 days: H Fry 3 winners from 
8 runners; V Williams 3 from 10; D 
Skelton 3 from 10; P Nicholls 4 from 
15; N Mulholland 3 from 12. 
JOCKEYS with best record in last 
14 days: H Cobden 4 wins from 11 
rides; C Deutsch 2 from 8; A Wedge 
2 from 11; S Twist-Davies 2 from 11. 
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win: Ml 
Hunt 91; G L Moore 23. 

JOCKEYS who have had the most 
rides since last win: C Ring 57; H 
Reed 54; K Brogan 38. 


| 
2017-2022 P Nicholls 62-221, E 
Williams 29-262, F O'Brien 18-133, 
P Hobbs 18-140, V Williams 17-119, 
D Pipe 16-106, D Skelton 14-128, N 
Mulholland 13-114, Jonjo O'Neill 
13-123. THIS SEASON: P Nicholls 

| 12, F O'Brien 5, E Williams 3. 


2017-2022 H Cobden 44-159, A 
Wedge 20-183, P Brennan 17-88, 
G Sheehan 12-59, S Bowen 12-109, 
Jonjo O'Neill Jr 11-86, B R Jones 
10-60, C Deutsch 9-76, T Bellamy 
9-82, D Noonan 8-115. THIS 
SEASON: H Cobden 9, P Brennan 
5, A Wedge 2, B R Jones 2. 


| ___CUNDER( 


| SEVEN-DAY WINNERS: None. BLINKERED FIRST TIME: None. 
VISORED FIRST TIME: None. FIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Torula 
(12.00), Green Book (2.10). WEIGHTWATCHER: 1.05 Allmankind (won 
off 160, down 6lb to 154). JOB JOCKEY: F Gingell rides Sabrina (2.10), 
Truckers Lodge (2.50) for P Nicholls, 
No Bail (12.30), Cape Vidal (3.55) for A Honeyball, 85 from 308, 28%. Beau 


) Morgan rides Torula (12.00) for B Paul 


FAVOURITES: (2017-2022): 382 have 
6. LIVE ON SKY SPORTS RACING 


ACE, 


FIRST RACE FOR NEW YARD: 
12.00 Kap Chidley C McKeever 
(Ire) to T Vaughan; 12.30 Keaden 
Hill B Gibbs to T Vaughan; State 
Of Power H Dunne to P Nicholls; 
The Big Reveal S Doyle (Ire) to G 
Harris. 
RACEFAX: P Nicholls won the 1.40 
in 2016 & 2018. T Vaughan won the 
2.10 in 2019 & 2021. V Williams won 
the 1.05 in 2013, 2016, 2018 & 2021. 
LONGEST TRAVELLERS: The 
Churchill Lad (1.40) trained by R 
Menzies, Sedgefield, round trip of 
534 miles; Perseus Way (1.40) & 
Movethechains (2.50) trained by 
G L Moore, Horsham, round trip 
of 256 miles; Francky Du Berlais 
(1.05), P Bowen, Haverfordwest, 
round trip 246 miles. 

| = a i 
MONEY TALKS: Dalamoi (3.25) 
opened 11-8, second at 11-10f; 
Wayfinder (2.50) opened 11-4, 
unplaced at 85-40f; Fils De Roi 
(1.40) opened 5-2, won at 2-1f; 
Flemenstide (2.10) opened 11-4, 
second at 9-4. 

TOP EARNERS 

1.05 Allmankind ..... 
2.50 Truckers Lodge 
2.50 D’jango 
2.50 The Big 


£215,009 


3 from 9, 33%. A Coleman rides Jail 


ling, 3 from 11, 27%. 


\, CORAL COMMITTED TO SAFER GAMBLING NOVICES’ 


at HURDLE (Class 4); winner Bs 520; 2m. 
1 1144 GITCHE GUMEE 41 (BF,D) A King 4- 
2 FP4-262 BALLYDISCO 21 P Hobbs 5-11-0.... 
3 4-57B CELTIC FORTUNE 32 N Mulholland 5-11- 
4 24 EQUINUS 21 N Twiston-Davies 4-11-0 
5 75-07 GOVERNOR GREEN 24 A Ralph 5-11-0 
6 6-63 HALF DOZEN 32 P Nicholls 5-11. 
7 INCHESTER D'AMSYL Jonjo O'Neill 4-11- 
8 7-54P INSPECTOR LYNLEY 33 N Mulholland 5- 
9 488-300 INVINCIBLE DE MEE 6 T Vaughan 4- 
10 47 ITO DITTO 39 (H) N Martin 4-11-( 


11 F42 KAP CHIDLEY 87 T Vaughan 4-1 
12 400 LOOKINGDANDY 23 B Pauling 
13 6P MR BIGGS 21 Jonjo O'Neill 5-11 


14 1-4 OUT OF OFFICE 55 E Williams 
15 2-6 TORULA 42 B Pauling 5-1-0. 
16 8 WEST PARK BOY 32 P Hobb: 


BETTING: 13-8 Gitche Gumee, 4 Ballydisco, 9-2 


14 Inchester D’amsyl, 16 Ito Ditto, 25 Kap Chi 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2 1 


16 runners 
Thomas Bellamy 96 
. Mr Ben Sutton (7) 92 
Harry Reed 85 
Sam Twiston-Davies 91 
avin Sheehan 92 
Harry Cobden 86 
jonjo O'Neill Jr — 


4-11 ico De Boinville 84 


Kevin Brogan 80 


Sean Houlihan 77 
Office, 7 Equinus, 


al 
idley 


2021: Seventeen O Four 4-10-9 Fergus Gillard 2-1 Fav (D Pipe), 13 ran. 


CORAL BET BUNDLES MAIDEN HURDLE (4); value to the 


aU / winner £4,520; 2m 3f 100yds. 


(15 runners) 


\CORAL CLOSER TO THE ACTION HANDICAP 


CHASE (2); £18,210; 2m 3f 


15P7-7 ALLMANKIND 23 
D Skelton 6-12-0.............0.004 Bridget Andrews 90 


4 
Runs: 16 Wins: 8 (4S,GS,3G) Places: 2 £203,389 
High class, but not shown it since Grade 2 win in 2021, best watched 


2 531200 FRANCKY DU BERLAIS 24 (T;D) 
PIBOWEN Q-11-6 ino. cece eesine a nciied e oie Sean Bowen 87 
Runs: 41 Wins: 9 (2S,7G) Places: 13 £162,803 


Down the field last year, 7Ib higher now, best to look elsewhere 
721FP- PHOENIX WAY 241 (T) 


HURRY OARAAls os atic cccaiha aciueaainetnasignd Kevin Brogan 93 
= Runs: 13 Wins: 5 (2S,2GS) Places: 2 £94,170 
fee Smart handicapper, stays well and has a good record fresh, respected 
4 /4P3-5 SILVER HALLMARK 58 
F O'Brien 8-11-1............2 02 cee eee Jonjo O’Neill Jr 97 
Runs:9 Wins: 2 (2S) Places: 2 £26,349 
Grade 2 winner, successful here on only course start, quietly fancied 
5 2412-3 NUMITOR 32 (D) 
H Main 8-11-0 .................005 Nico De Boinville 90 
Runs: 16 Wins: 4 (3S,GS) Places: 3 £57,517 
Likes this trip on any ground, 9lb above last win now, needed run last time 
f is me 16 /2U1F- RED ROOKIE 287 
je Soa ELavelle 7-10) ie.c ic co8 aac oe dane Thomas Bellamy 98 
/S ot Runs: 10 Wins: 4 (3S, GS) Places: 2 £21,326 
is °° bd Lightly raced, last seen running above expectations in Arkle, dangerous 
=. UP24-P THE BIG BITE 31 
H Oliver 9-10-13 ................0005 Aidan Coleman 89 
Runs: 20 Wins: 6 (2S,A,3GS) Places: 4 £59,023 
- high last time, this more his level, should make his presence felt 
3141-7 BROKEN HALO 52 (T;D) 
P Nicholls 7-10-9 ............. 20. e eee Harry Cobden 93 
) Runs: 10 Wins: 4(S,2GS) Places: 1 £25,855 
Unexposed, midfield in the Grand Sefton last time, better expected 


‘ 6) 1448-2 FUGITIF 46 (T) 
r R Hobson 7-10-7. ........ 0060s. ee eee Gavin Sheehan @99 
Runs: 15 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) Places: 3 £37,237 


Good second at Chelts, but will need a career best to figure, tough ask 
10 4141F LE CAMELEON 21 (T;CD) 

J Williams 7-10-5 .............00 2200. David Noonan 91 
Runs: 21 Wins: 6 (3S,2GS,G) Places: 4 £51135 
() Track and trip winner, impressed on stable debut, big threat to all 
14 3136/1 ENZO D’AIRY 24 (CD) 

V Williams 8-10-2.............6.54. Charlie Deutsch 98 
Runs: 14 Wins: 3 (S,2GS) Places: 4 £36,102 
D ‘al oo won well here earlier this month, should make an impact 


6143-6 GOLDEN WHISKY 34 (P*;CD) 
ce Williams 9-10-2 ...... 2.2... cece eee Adam Wedge 97 
Runs: 23 Wins: 4 (4S) Places: 5 £46,340 


Last year’s winner, comes here after a similar prep, big run expected 


1 


BETTING: 5 Red Rookie, 11-2 Enzo D’Airy, 6 Fugitif, 7 Allmankind, 
Phoenix Way, 8 Broken Halo, 10 Numitor, Silver Hallmark, 12 Le 
Cameleon, Golden Whisky, 20 The Big Bite, 25 Francky Du Berlais 

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: PU 3 3 3 2 

2021: Golden Whisky 8-10-5, Adam Wedge 12-1 (E Williams), 9 ran. 


ro @ 


| | Wins: 1 (GS) 
{] \ Jumped well when winning at K 


a iis purchase, looked the 


ALLMANKIND | (tt. 40) 11-1 rear, pushed 
along, never on terms, last of 7 (well 
btn) to Pic D’Orhy (11-7) (Huntingdon 
2'/am ch Grd 2 (1) £42,712 good). 

FRANCKY DU BERLAIS (12-0) 50-1 rear 
13th, tailed off 15th, 15th of 22 (well btn) 
to Ashtown Lad (11-5) (Aintree 3'/«m 
heap ch (1) £84,195 good to soft). 

PHOENIX WAY pulled up latest, earlier 
(10-4) 7-1 rear, smooth headway 13th, 
closer at the last, led final 150 yards, 
comfortably, bt Fanion D’estruval (11- 
5) 1/21 GOLDEN WHISKY (10-1) 14-1 
led 1st until 6th, ridden and struggling 
turning in, held, 4th (btn 301) (7 ran) 
(Ascot 2m 5f heap ch (2) £44,226 soft). 

SILVER HALLMARK (11-2) 9-1 pushed 
along 3 out, faded 2 out, 5th of 8 (btn 
271) to Good Risk At All (11-5) (Carlisle 
2'/2m heap hdle (2) £17,690 heavy). 

NUMITOR (11-2) 5-1 led until 4th, held but 
plodded on one pace, 3rd of 5 (btn 
241) to Paint The Dream (12-0) (New- 
bury 2'/2m heap ch (2) £26,015 good). 

RED ROOKIE fell latest, earlier (10-12) 
11-8 fav eight lengths down 8 out, 
closer 2 out, led last, stayed on, bt Gal- 
ice Macalo (10-2) 3'/:I (7 ran) (Hereford 


2m nov ch (3) £9,367 good to soft). 

THE BIG BITE pulled up latest, earlier 
(11-8) 9-4 headway under pressure to 
press leader 4 out, led 3 out, headed 
2 out, blundered last, 4th of 6 (btn 8'/:l) 
to Bun Doran (10-9) (Doncaster 2m 
heap ch (2) £15,609 soft). 

BROKEN HALO (10-6) 17-2 mistakes, 
soon struggling, faded, 7th of 14 (btn 
431) to Al Dancer (10-13) (Aintree 2m 5f 
heap ch (2) £51,440 good to soft). 

FUGITIF (11-0) 11-2 stayed on, btn 1'/21 by 
Amarillo Sky (11-9) (8 ran) (Cheltenham 
2m heap ch (2) £26,015 good). 

LE CAMELEON fell latest, earlier (11-3) 
10-3 led 3 out, strongly pressed last, 
battled on gamely to assert, bt Nor- 
thern Bound (11-4) 1I (5 ran) (Warwick 
2'/am heap ch (3) £8,496 good). 

ENZO D’AIRY (11-6) 10-1 made all, ridden 
3 out and asserted, challenged 2 out, 
stayed on, held on closing stages, bt 
Dalamoi (12-0) ‘/el (8 ran) (Chepstow 
2m 3f heap ch (3) £6,535 good to soft). 

GOLDEN WHISKY (11-6) 33-1 in rear, in 
touch, faded 3 out, last of 6 (btn 281) to 
No Risk Des Flos (11-3) (Wetherby 1m 
7f heap ch (3) £8,169 heavy). 


_ ENZO D’AIRY came back from almost two years off to score | 
well over course and distance earlier this month. He went 


from the front there and had 


something left in the tank so 


a 6lb rise looks fair. Fugitif was a good second 
at Cheltenham last month and the winner has 


5 52 HAVAILA 
M Harris 11-0.......... 

Runs: 2 

Likely to do better in hcaps, still 


21 JUPITER 
J Williams 11-0 ........ 
Runs: 2 


7 21 PERSEUS 
G Moore 11-0.......... 

) Runs: 2 Wins: 1(GS) 

) Progressive, impressive perforn 

1 SPARTAD 


AKing 11-0............ 
Runs:1 ~~ Wins: 1(S) 


121 THE CHU 

R Menzies 11-0 ... 
Runs:3 Wins: 2(S, 
Doing well at a lower level, but t 


32-311 DIXON Ct 


O10 &. 
P Nicholls 10-12 ....... 
Runs:5 Wins: 2 (2GS) 
} Improving filly, battled well to la 


" BETTING: 3 Comfort Zone, 7-2 Sc 


Cove, 7 Fils De Roi, 8 Spartan Army, ¢ 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 
2021: Porticello 11-0, Jamie Moor 


SCRIPTWRITER (11-0) 4-1 mid-division, 


good headway chasing leaders 4 
out, 2nd going well last, stumbled 
on landing, soon led, driven out, bt 
PERSEUS WAY (11-0) 25-1 headway 
chasing leaders 2 out, stayed on, 2'/:| 
MEDYAF (11-5) 13-2 led 4 out, headed 
last, 4th (btn 101) (8 ran) (Cheltenham 
2m hdle Grd 2 (1) £28, aS cane 


COMFORT ZONE (10-10) 10-3 rear, 


progress to 6th before 5th, headway to 
4th before last, kept on in 3rd closing 
stages, never nearer, 3rd of 10 (btn 
6Y/«l) to Lossiemouth (10-3) (Fairyhouse 
2m hdle Grd 3 (1) €16,501 soft). 


FILS DE ROI (11-0) 2-1 fav chased leader, 


not fluent 3 out, led 2 out, clear last, 
bt Admiralty House (11-7) 4'/.1 (5 ran) 
(Huntingdon 2m hdle (4) £5,119 good). 


HAVAILA (11-2) 18-1 every chance, held, 


btn 18/«1 by Penna Rossa (11-2) (10 ran) 
(Sandown 2m hdle (2) £10,406 soft). 


SCRIPTWRITER couldn't have 
winning a Grade 2 at Chel 
Perseus Way who has another 
youngster travelled 

» away up the hill. 

» enough ability tc 

|) looks a big thr 

} to victory at Le 

plenty on just hi 

* comes over fror 

a Fairyhouse Gra 

made a late error th 

from that. Dixon Cove took L 
Paul Nicholls. She travelled s 
up in class. Spartan Army dic 
\ winning on hurdles debut at 1 


, CORAL RACING 
/value to winner £1 


=o 151-P2 FLIGHT C 
Jonjo O’Neill 8-12-0.. 


Runs: 12 Wins: 4(38,G) _ 
a oe Ss progressive, headed o 


U1459- GREEN B 
V Williams 5-11-12...... 
Runs:9 Wins: 3 (S,2GS) 
Smart, won a big heap at Sand: 
3 P/0-81 LYNWOO 
B Barr 7-11-12.......... 
Runs: 10 Wins: 2 (2S) 
, Ex-lrish, struck last time for this 
(4  3-UFPP US AND* 
~~  AJones 9-11-11........ 
Runs: 34 Wins: 3 (S,G) 
Struggling, has not won since h 
5 15-095 WEST TO 
D Skelton 9-11-10 ...... 


1 05- HURRICANE LE DUN 269 N Henderson 5-11. Sam Twiston-Davies 79 Runs: 41 Wins: 8 (8S) 
2 221-3 HYMAC 65 (BF) H Fry 6-11-4... ean Bowen 92 \ scored again since. He steps up from 2m here Course winner, looks to be on 
3 5 JAIL NO BAIL 39 (T) A Honeyball 5-11-4. idan Coleman 90 \ but shapes likea stayer and won’t mind some a : 
4 /4P21-1 KEADEN HILL 82 T Vaughan St { ) cut in the ground. Broken Halo looked in need fy) ue Tee BESO 
: : AP ap ay Boh a ) of the run when midfield at Aintree last time, ht il i R oo a 
7 185-3 RUSSIAN RULER 32 N He ico De Boinville @99 coming back from a break. This trip looks | | | g Runs: 22 Avie Eee 
Flan Epon A : Fi ast year’s winner, only 3lb higt 
8 1-1 SAINT DAVY 75 Jonjo O'Neill 5-11-4. Jonjo O'Neill Jr 94 ideal and it would be no shock to see him run a O a 
o 7 a BEAN 55 E Willams pala Again Wedge re lot better. Golden Whisky won this race 12 months | 7 9/122- FLEMENS 
‘ - icholls larry Cobden i i \ P Nicholls 7-10-13. ..... 
F 8 RE F R E E 11 43- TECHNOLOGY 292 A King 5-1 drian Heskin 90 Ra oe ee is cri pibeerate Segre rriytines | \ | Runs:6 Wins: 2(S,G) 
12 3 THE BIG REVEAL 58 G Harris 4-11- onor Ring (3) 89 last dh a 1 lai Numit 1 ff thi ) 3 Handicap debut, won or secon 
13 3 WHYNOTNOWROY 52 A Honeyball 4-11-4, Ben Godfrey (3) 91 handle mark af Hay anc in preniir pedieteae the fitiee ’ 3 aiD 
14 32-40 BLACKHORSE LADY 41 M Hunt 5-10-11 ean Houlihan 88 - 
SEARCH CORAL RACING CLUB 15 4-15 TANGO ARUMBA 60 D Pipe 5-10-1 David Noonan 92 _ after his comeback third at Newbury. B ae eee: A e 


TAKE TIME TO THINK 


taketimetothink.co.uk 
BeGambleawareas’ QB 


CORAL RACING CLUB: 18+. UK & ROI. Online only, Opt-in req. Experiences & benefits require entry 
into competitions (T&Cs vary). T&Cs apply. Full terms at coral co.uk, PLEASE BET RESPONSIBLY 
begambleaware.org - Nezd Help? Call the National Gambling Heloline on 0808 02 0133, 


BETTING: 11-4 Russian Ruler, 5 State Of Power, 11-2 Saint Davy, 6 Hymac, 8 Technology, 


12 Jail No Bail, 14 Hurricane Le Dun, 16 Keaden Hill 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED:5 5 1 


24 


2021: Nothin To Ask 6-1 1-4 Paddy Brennan 6-5 Fav (F O’Brien), 8 ran. 


HURRICANE LE DUN (11-2) 11-1 close up 
in rear, ridden 2f out, faded, last of 5 
(btn 401) to Leave Of Absence (11-6) 
(Newbury 2m NHF (3) £4,520 good). 

HYMAC (11-0) 6-4 fav prominent, pressed 
leader 3 out, pushed along 2 out, 
ridden run-in, 3rd_of 14 (btn 75/«) to 
Spring Meadow (10-11) (Ffos Las 2'/2m 
nov hdle (4) £4,030 good to soft). 

KEADEN HILL (12-0) 4-7 fav led 11th, 
clear 3 out, easily, bt Kauto No Risk (12- 
0) 181 (6 ran) (3m point-to-point good). 

RUSSIAN RULER (11-0) 3-1 led, clear 
until headed last, 3rd of 10 (btn 151) to 
Stay Away Fay (11-0) (Newbury 2'/2m 
nov hdle (3) £6,535 good). 

SAINT DAVY (11-2) 7-4 fav bit keen, close 
3rd, ridden to lead 1f out, ran on, bt 
Blue Ridge Hill (10-11) 41 (8 ran) (Carlisle 


2m tf NHF (5) £2,451 good to soft). 

SECRET PLAN (11-2) 33-1 ridden 3 out, 
kept on, 4th of 13 (btn 8'/2I) to Isaac 
Des Obeaux (11-2) (Chepstow 2m NHF 
(5) £2,614 good to soft). 

STATE OF POWER (12-2) 9-2 made all, 
ran on, bt Johnny Rose (12-2) well btn 
(14 ran) (3m point-to-point soft). 

TECHNOLOGY (11-4) 13-2 kept on, 
8rd of 12 (btn 121) to Tahmuras (11-4) 
(Wincanton 1m 7f NHF (5) £1,906 soft). 

WHYNOTNOWROY (10-11) 3-1 rear, 
shaken up 3f out, ran on, 3rd of 9 (btn 
161) to Big Jim Beam (11-0) (Wincanton 
1m 7f NHF (5) £2,178 good to firm). 

TANGO ARUMBA (10-7) 17-2 tracked 
leaders, weakened last, Sth of 11 (btn 
271) to Park This One (11-0) (Uttoxeter 


2'/2m nov hdle (4) £4,901 good). 


CORAL FINALE JUVENILE HURDLE (GRADE 2) 
/3-Y-0; winner £29,720; 2m 10 runners 


1 114 MEDYAF 45 (D) 

D Skelton 11-5................0 00 Bridget Andrews 93 
Runs: 3 Wins: 2 (GS,G) £19,323 
Talented, may have ran too keenly at Cheltenham latest, do better 

ee 11 SCRIPTWRITER 45 (Tx*;D) 
ri M Harris 1-6 ness ence e eee weed igen Sean Bowen @99 
Runs:2 Wins: 2 (2G) £33,322 


=: quickened well to win easily at Cheltenham, one to beat 
8 13 COMFORT ZONE 23 (D) 
—a J O'Brien (Ire) 1-0....0.0.00.0c cece Jonjo O'Neill Jr 95 
Te Runs: 2 Wins: 1(S) Places: 1 £8,613 
: stayer, got going too late when third at Fairyhouse, do better 


463F11 FILS DE ROI 58 (D) 
F O'Brien 11-0 ........... 0. cece ee ee Paddy Brennan 90=2 
Runs:7 Wins: 2(S, G) Places: 2 £25,488 
) Plenty of experience in France, goes well in the mud, interesting 


ai 
a 
if 
if 


Runs:7 Wins: 3 (3S) 


Intriguing prospect, has only ra 
i} 25666- KATESOI! 
A Ralph 9-10-9 ........ 
Runs: 27. Wins: 4 (3S,G) 

Second last year, 15lb lower in t 


13-221 SABRINA 
P Nicholls 7-10-9 ...... 
Runs: 11 Wins: 3 (28,GS) 
Impressive at Exeter, mare coul 
11 576-21 BOBO Mi 
T Symonds 11-10-6.... . 
Runs: 40 Wins: 4(2S.2GS 
Track and trip winner, but seem 


BETTING: 7-2 Green Book, 4 Fle! 


8 Bobo Mac, Lynwood Gold, 10 Fli 
Peterboro, 16 West To The Bridge, 25 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 
2021: Bells Of Peterboro 6-10-9, / 


TOW ON ITV4: 1.05 - 2.50 Reve) 7Vae 


25 (Px) 

pied wees Sam Twiston-Davies 72 
Places: 1 £5,204 

a maiden and others appeal more 

ALLEN 36 (D) 

ddan @aneascen David Noonan 87 

£7,160 

empton, this test will suit, fancied 

>} WAY 30 (D) 

CRAG brent Jamie Moore 96 
Places: 1 £14,731 

vance at Leicester, big run expected 

1 ARMY 34 (T;D) 

cia hand areolar ee Adrian Heskin 92 

£4100 

real deal at Wetherby, go close 

RCHILL LAD 39 (H;D) 

ry Nathan Moscrop 87 
Places: 1 £11,398 

akes a huge step up in class, bit to find 

IVE 24 (T;D) 

sid Saas widest Harry Cobden 91 
Places: 3 £47,919 


id a Listed race at Aintree, dangerous 


sriptwriter, 4 Perseus Way, 6 Dixon 
0 Jupiter Allen, 25 Medyaf, Havaila 
1212 PU 

e 10-3 (G L Moore), 11 ran. 


FORM 


JUPITER ALLEN (11-0) 5-2 jumped left 
at times, made all, stayed on well run 
in, bt Spirit D’aunou (11-0) 9/:1 (5 ran) 
(Kempton 2m (4) £4,901 good to soft). 

PERSEUS WAY (11-2) 3-10 fav led 2 out, 
clear, hit last, bt Mr Rumbalicious (11-2) 
24I (5 ran) (Leicester 1m 7f mdn hdle 
(4) £3,976 good to soft). 

SPARTAN ARMY (11-2) 5-6 fav tracked 
leaders, headway 3 out, led last, drew 
clear, readily, bt Wholeofthemoon (t1- 
2) 61 (5 ran) (Wetherby 2m mdn hdle 
(4) £4,080 heavy). 

THE CHURCHILL LAD (11-7) 4-6 fav 
keen, made all, not fluent 3 out, 
mistake 2 out, went clear last, easily, 
bt Eclairant Le Monde (10-7) 71 (8 ran) 
(Catterick 2m hdle (4) £4,302 soft). 

DIXON COVE (11-0) evens fav 
challenged 2 out, stayed on, bt Calico 
(11-0) 1/41 (9 ran) (Aintree 2m 1f Listed 
hdle (1) £14,068 good to soft). 


='S VERDICT 


been more impressive when 
tenham last time ahead of 
crack today. Milton Harris’s 
smoothly and was pulling 
He carries a penalty but has 
cope with that. Perseus Way 
2at again having sauntered 
icester since. He’ll improve 
s third outing. Comfort Zone 
Ireland having run well in 
Je 3 for Joseph O’Brien. He 
ere but should have learned 
isted honours at Aintree for 
smoothly and is a contender 
in't have a lot to beat when 
Netherby but he did it nicely. 


= 


ve 
JECK 30 (P;D) 
Hate a etesnaieese Jonjo O’Neill Jr 94 
Places: 1 £30,114 


1 the run-in at Carlisle last time, respected 
OOK 263 


. Charlie Deutsch 97 

laces: 1 £80,450 

wn earlier this year, good record fresh 

D GOLD 49 (T) 

ssedessle Thomas Doggrell(7) 91 
Places: 3 £25,169 

yard, now races off a career high mark 

THEM 7 (B) 

eee errr James Best 72 


Places: 11 £169,133 
is Arkle season in 2018, up against it 
) THE BRIDGE 49 (T;C) 
siandsayganaidoaenia Bridget Andrews 92 
Places: 5 £81,377 
winnable mark, should be in the mix 
-F PETERBORO 24 (CD) 
Pee eer ereoe AlanJohns 98 
) Places: 7 £40,075 


er in the ratings now, should go close 


STIDE 291 (P) 

netudtasenatemnce Harry Cobden @99 
Places: 2 £17,171 

{ in all three novice hurdles, player 

IME 30 

isis dine ime tated eee BenJones 95 

£6,217 

n twice under rules, check the market 

N 249 (C) 

Mopteinaatt nadie Gavin Sheehan 87 

£75,016 

he ratings now, not dismissed lightly 

37 (T) 

biegalg aie aaa Freddie Gingell(7) 98 
Places: 4 £30,352 

d have a bit up her sleeve, dangerous 

D) 

piicem ia attabiae David Noonan 94 
Places: 14 £57,894 

s to be showing his age now, up in class 


nenstide, 7 Sabrina, Just A Dime, 
ght Deck, 12 Kateson, 14 Bells Of 
Us And Them 

7 26 7 PU 

\ Johns 6-1 (T Vaughan), 7 ran. 


unracing FORN 


FLIGHT DECK (12-0) 8-1 led after | JUST A DIME (11-1) 15-2 challenged and 


halfway, headed run-in, btn 19/1 by 
Storm Nelson (11-3) (6 ran) (Carlisle 3m 
if hcap hdle (3) £7,570 soft). 

GREEN BOOK (11-7) 14-1 challenged 8th, 
outpaced 3 out, 9th of 14 (btn 401) to 
Gelino Bello (11-7) (Aintree 3m 1f nov 
hdle Grd 1 (1) £56,270 good to soft). 

LYNWOOD GOLD (11-0) 22-1 headway 
8th, quickened to lead run-in, soon 
clear, bt Royal Pretender (11-2) 61 
WEST TO THE BRIDGE (11-9) 14-1 
plugged on, 5th (btn 181) (11 ran) (Ling- 
field 2m 7f hcap hdle (3) £10,238 soft). 

US AND THEM pulled up latest, earlier 
(11-12) 5-1 kept on one pace, held, 3rd 
of 4 (btn 141) to Hatcher (11-7) (Stratford 
2m 1f heap ch (2) £12,254 good). 

BELLS OF PETERBORO (10-12) 8-1 
ridden 4 out, ran on, 3rd of 9 (btn 131) 
to Manothepeople (10-11) (Chepstow 
3m nov heap ch (3) £6,535 soft). 


hit 3 out, led between last two, stayed 
on well, bt FLEMENSTIDE (11-8) 9-4 
led until 2 out, kept on, 31/1 (4 ran) 
(Exeter 2m 7f nov hdle (4) £4,084 soft). 

JUST A DIME (11-6) 7-2 led, pushed 
along 2 out, headed last, btn 4°/:1 by 
Knockanore (11-0) (6 ran) (Carlisle 2m 
3f nov hdle (4) £4,629 soft). 

KATESON (12-2) 10-3 led until 5th, lost 
2nd next, tailed off, eased 6th of 8 (btn 
491) to Burrows Park (11-10) (Chepstow 
3m heap hdle (4) £4,684 good). 

SABRINA (10-11) 6-5 fav led run-in, drew 
clear, very easily, bt Presenting A 
Queen (11-7) 161 (8 ran) (Exeter 2m 7f 
nov hdle (4) £4,084 good to soft). 

BOBO MAC (11-12) 4-1 rear, headway and 
led going easily 2 out, under pressure 
run-in, easily, bt Lanspark (11-6) 41 (7 
ran) (Chepstow 3m cond heap hdle (4) 
£4,684 good to soft). 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


FLEMENSTIDE can make a winning return. He did well in 
novice ranks last season and hasn't been clobbered with 
lots of weight on this handicap debut. Bobo Mac ran his 
best race for a long time when winning here 

last month and a repeat of that form would 


put him in the picture. Green Book has had 
| ||) a wind op ahead of this comeback and was 
|) | a solid fifth in the Group 1 Albert Bartlett 
_\"/ 7 at the Cheltenham Festival. This is a fair 


drop in class from that and Venetia Williams 
should have him racing fit. West To The Bridge 
is worth a look each-way now he’s dropped 


below his last winning mark. 


\ Runs: 20 Wins: 5 (4S) 


J Tizzard 7-11-13 ...... 


H Daly 8-11-10 ........ 


R Curtis 7-11-7........ 


P Nicholls 10-11-6..... 


B Clarke 9-11-5 
Runs: 13 Wins: 6 (5S) 


Jonjo O'Neill 9-11-3 
Runs: 12. Wins: 2 (S,GS) 


HFry 8-11-3.......... 


\. 
Lt 
bed 
a: 
i: 
Lt 
= 
F: 


1 OP6-11 THE BIG DOG 30 
P Fahey (Ire) 9-12-0(4lbex)........... Aidan Coleman @99 
£177,003 
er improver, won two big hcaps this season, plenty in his favour 


F23P-2 THE BIG BREAKAWAY 338 (P) 
sg biatuetace wiped Brendan Powell 96 


Runs: 14 Wins: 4 (3S,G) 
\_\ Touch of class, ran on and off the bridle at Haydock, strong fancy 


31U-44 FORTESCUE 24 (Px) 
eee Rtas tence Hugh Nugent(3) 94 
Runs: 24 Wins: 6 (5S,GS) £118,485 


Useful, finished well for fourth in the Becher at Aintree, place claims 


65/1-1 QUICK WAVE 24 
V Williams 9-11-9(4lbex) 
Runs: 18 Wins: 4 (3S,GS) 
Powerful stayer, runaway win at Sandown latest, worthy favourite 


1125-0 PATS FANCY 24 (C) 
asisieaaereathae Gavin Sheehan 95 
Runs: 16 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) £32,737 


Useful form last season, rusty on comeback run, better expected 


5336-9 TRUCKERS LODGE 38 (B;C) 
edyend aiaibeei ae Freddie Gingell(7) 90 
Runs: 25 Wins: 7 (2S,2GS,2G) £188,130 


Dour stayer, usually runs well in this, talented claimer on board, e-w 
17P-60 FANTASTIKAS 24 
N Twiston-Davies 7-11-6 
Runs: 16 Wins: 3 (S,2GS) 
Disappointing at Cheltenham and Aintree, stamina doubts, hard to fancy 
/FiD-3 THE GALLOPING BEAR 30 (Px,T) 
..BenJones 94 
£22,525 
Stout stayer, not knocked about over timber on return, dangerous 
0230-P TIME TO GET UP 24 (P,T) 
Jonjo O’Neill Jr 87 
£19113 
Stays well, but disappointing since winning the Midlands Nash, bit to find 
/11U-3 ASK ME EARLY 48 (T;C) 
aialytetas tieimiatiaienail Sa Sean Bowen 96 
£50,814 


Runs: 12 Wins: 6 (38,2GS) 
iS stayer, shaped with promise at Bangor last time, more to come 
3112-5 MUSICAL SLAVE 38 (P) 

 aresmyaidpeecte Roade aya Michael Nolan 96 
£132,759 


we Hobbs 9-11-0....... 
Runs: 23 Wins: 6 (S,4GS) 7 
Much improved last season, could be the right type for this test, fancied 


Places: 6 


Places: 3 


Places: 7 


Sukuwatwneen Charlie Deutsch 98 
i £81,414 


Places: 4 


Places: 7 


siaone sens Sam Twiston-Davies 87 
£62,571 


Places: 7 


Places: 2 


Places: 5 


Places: 3 


12 1321-6 WOULDUBEWELL 338 (BF) 


E Lavelle 8-10-11...... 
Runs: 13 Wins: 5 (3S) 


Places: 4 


3 fa mare, stays well and loves a slog in the mud, live outsider 


/5-233 CYCLOP 23 (P,T;C,D) 
Sain ie bates eana a Lilly Pinchin(3) 87 
£107,533 


- Dennis 11-10-9...... i inchi 
Runs:55 Wins: 8 (68,GS,G) 
Out and out stayer, does not do anything quickly but can hit the frame 


Places: 14 


14 Ptl-1P WAYFINDER 24 (P;BF,C) 


‘i R Curtis 8-10-9....... 


Runs: 20 Wins: 5 (3S) 


\ Runs:17 Wins: 6 (28,GS,3G) 
\_\ Course specialist, ran too bad to be true here last time, do better 
12P-F5 REGINA DRACONES 23 

eerrecr rere Harry Cobden 90 
£47,826 
Tough Irish raider, ran well for a long way at Fairyhouse, dangerous 
Pitt- MOVETHECHAINS 315 
aivameeeindlndnas Jamie Moore 89 
£17,938 


T Gibney (Ire) 710-7 ... 


G Moore 8-10-7........ 
Runs: 12 Wins: 6 (4S,2GS) 
Won four times last season improving over 40Ib, one to watch closely 


242-73 THE TWO AMIGOS 27 (D) 


steeeaanie David Prichard (5) 84 
£119,584 


N Martin 10-10-6....... 
Runs: 37 Wins: 9 (4S,GS) 
Exposed, ran a solid race at Haydock last time, this demands more 


1-1P37 GATS AND CO 53 (T;C) 
wiatieeuwaionhics Connor Brace 89 
£27,905 


D Brace 7-10-2........ 
Runs: 18 Wins: 6 (S,2GS,2G) 
Likes it here, but below par at Exeter last month, others appeal more 


ofa dearth aria hae Adam Wedge 85 
£36,832 


Places: 3 


Places: 4 


Places: 10 


Places: 2 


£87135 


Thomas Bellamy 90 
£29,021 


322657 D°JANGO 24 (B,T) 
D Pipe 9-10-2 .... 0... eee eee eee David Noonan 73 
Runs: 49 Wins: 5 (3S,2G) Places: 8 £177,015 
Modest stayer, racing out of the weights so has plenty to prove here 


Lt: 
Ali: 
L* 
a: 
Ei: 


BETTING: 4 Quick Wave, 11-2 The Big Dog, 6 The Galloping Bear, 7 
Ask Me Early, 8 Pats Fancy, 10 The Big Breakaway, 14 Musical Slave, 16 
Wayfinder, Truckers Lodge, Fortescue, 20 Time To Get Up, Fantastikas 

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4 1 6 1 5 

2021: Iwilldoit 8-10-0, Stan Sheppard 13-2 (S Thomas), 20 ran. 


THE BIG DOG (11-10) 11-1 tracked 
leaders, pushed along 3 out, led final 
furlong, stayed on well close home, bt 
Lifetime Ambition (11-5) 3/1 REGINA 
DRACONES (9-12) 16-1 fell 2nd (18 ran) 
(Navan 3m heap ch €60,000 soft). 

THE BIG BREAKAWAY (11-13) 7-1 not 
always fluent, prominent, led 4 out, 
headed next, sustained battle after the 
last, led final 110yds, ran on, headed 
final strides, btn hd by Fontaine 
Collonges (11-1) MUSICAL SLAVE (t1- 
6) 10-1 ridden 2 out, no extra, faded, 
5th (btn 121) TRUCKERS LODGE (t1- 
4) 6-1 9th (btn 321) (10 ran) (Haydock 
3'/am heap ch (2) £31,218 soft). 

FORTESCUE (11-9) 33-1 stayed on, 4th 
of 22 (btn 101) to Ashtown Lad (11-5) 
FANTASTIKAS (11-8) 14-1 mistakes, 
soon held, 11th (btn 471) (Aintree 3'/.1m 
heap ch (1) £84,195 good to soft). 

QUICK WAVE (11-12) 11-2 held up off the 
pace, headway 19th, led going well 3 
out, went clear next, easily, bt Planned 
Paradise (10-5) 41 D'JANGO (10-2) 80-1 
18th, 7th (btn 42I) (11 ran) (Sandown 3m 
5f heap ch (2) £31,218 good to soft). 

PATS FANCY (12-2) 10-1 rear, pushed 
along and faded quickly home turn, 
tailed off, 10th of 12 (well btn) to Top 
Of The Bill (10-10) (Chepstow 3m cond 
heap hdle (3) £6,219 good to soft). 

THE GALLOPING BEAR (11-12) 7-2 
headway to press leaders 2 out, soon 
ridden and stayed on, 3rd of 6 (btn 11l) 
to Storm Nelson (11-3) (Carlisle 3m 1f 
heap hdle (3) £7,570 soft). 

TIME TO GET UP pulled up latest, 
earlier (10-7) 11-1 mid-division, mistake 
(ith, pushed along and no impression 
straight, no extra, 13th of 27 (btn 311) 
to Lord Lariat (9-12) (Fairyhouse 3m 5f 
heap ch Grd 3 €274,999 yielding). 


unracing FORNI 


ASK ME EARLY (11-6) 7-2 tracked 
leaders, led 4 out, ridden and headed 
next, kept on one pace, 3rd of 12 (btn 
181) to Le Milos (11-9) (Bangor 3m hcap 
ch (2) £20,812 heavy). 

WOULDUBEWELL (11-11) 4-1 fav held up 
in rear, took closer order 14th, pushed 
along 4 out, no extra, 6th of 9 (btn 211) 
to No Cruise Yet (10-2) (Haydock 3'//2m 
heap ch (3) £13,615 soft). 

CYCLOP (11-4) 14-1 prominent, mistake 
4 out, ridden and outpaced 3 out, 
challenged for 3rd last, kept on same 

pace run-in, 3rd of 13 (btn 131) to 
Fiswer Of Scotland (10-2) (Kelso 4m 
heap ch (3) £26,468 soft). 

WAYFINDER pulled up latest, earlier (11- 
7) 6-4 fav jumped well, pressed leader, 
jumped into lead at 7th, made rest, in 
command 3 out, ran on, bt Butterwick 
Brook (10-9) 81 (6 ran) (Chepstow 3m 
heap ch (3) £6,535 good). 

REGINA DRACONES (10-7) 11-1 in touch, 
almost on terms 4 out, lost place and 
ridden 2 out, weakened last, 5th of 12 
(btn 121) to Punitive (10-9) (Fairyhouse 
3m 5f hcap ch €27,000 soft). 

MOVETHECHAINS (10-6) 5-2 jt fav held 
up in rear on inside, closed 7th, led 
after next, drawing clear last, stayed 
on, readily, bt Frenchy Du Large (11-8) 
14I (5 ran) (Lingfield 2m 7f nov Limited 
heap ch (3) £9,331 heavy). 

THE TWO AMIGOS (10-9) 10-3 chased 
leaders, pushed along 4 out, ridden 
2 out, plugged on, 3rd of 9 (btn 11l) 
to Saint Xavier (10-5) (Haydock 3'/4m 
heap ch (2) £13,008 soft). 

GATS AND CO (11-8) 8-1 jumped left at 
times, soon led, headed 4 out, mistake 
when weakening next, 7th of 11 (btn 
221) to Masters Legacy (12-0) (Exeter 
3m heap ch (3) £11,491 good). 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


THE BIG DOG comes here in fine form after winning 
the tough Troytown Chase at Navan last time. Despite 


having top weight, 


he looks ahead of the 


handicapper and has lots of staying power 


for this punishing trip. Quick Wave was 
impressive when winning the London 
National at Sandown last time. She has 
lots of stamina so some rain would help 


as softer ground is ideal. The Big Breakaway 

is not the easiest of rides but ran well at 

Haydock last time and a repeat of that would 

put him right in the mix. Ask Me Early came back from 

a break with a good third at Bangor and has plenty 

to build on. The Galloping Bear has been laid out for 

this and was first past the post in the Haydock Grand 
National trial in February. He’s fit from a hurdles run. 


Noanens 


Y Bee eee ERDINCNICES  BANOICEE: j 


3121U/7 YOUNG BUCK 24 (P,T) P Nicholls 8- 
2121-2 SUPER SURVIVOR 37 J Snowden 6-10- 


ico De Boinville @99 
... Brendan Powell 98 
Sam Twiston-Davies 95 


BETTING: 11-4 Mister Coffey, 3 Dalamoi, 9-2 Ree Okka, 6 Oscar Elite, Super Survivor, 10 


Young Buck, 12 Gustavian 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 1 1 1 PU 
2021: Pats Fancy 6-10-11 Ben Jones 10-3 (R Curtis), 7 ran. 


7 RIVERS CORNER 25 J Tizzard 4-11-2. 
6 ROLLO’S KINGDOM 39 J Scott 5-11- 
3- THANK YOU BLUE 341 (Tx) S Thomas 5-11 

THREE CLIFFS BAY E Williams 4- 


10 6 HARTHILL 41 D Dennis 4-10- 


1 18 CAPE VIDAL 44 (T;D) A Honeyball S116. 
2 1 ISAAC DES OBEAUX 55 (CD) P Nicholls 4-11-6. 
3 2 FINGLE BRIDGE 60 (BF) O Murphy 4-11-2 

4 5/533-3 HE’S MY SHADOW 25 (T) R Llewellyn 5-11-2 
5 2-2 IDEFIX DE CIERGUES 24 R Curtis 4. 
6 

7 

8 

9 


Sam Twiston-Davies 90 
Mr Lewis Gordon (7) — 


BETTING: 11-4 Isaac Des Obeaux, 3 Cape Vidal, 4 Fingle Bridge, 5 Idefix De Ciergues, 10 
Thank You Blue, Three Cliffs Bay, 25 Rivers Corner, Rollo's Kingdom 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED and 2021: No corresponding race. 


ASK ME EARLY can 
answer the Welsh Na- 
tional question. 

Older horses can win this 
stamina challenge but most 
scorers have been aged be- 
tween six and eight in re- 
cent seasons. 

Although it hasn't been 
the greatest race for favour- 
ites, it’s pretty rare to have a 
total outsider come out on 
top. 

You need to be north of 131 
in the official ratings and it’s 
a definite plus to have won at 
Chepstow before. 

A run within the past 50 
days is important as all the 


fear Going Ran Winner Age Jockey Trainer SP Wt OR Days’ 
2021 Soft 20 IWILLDOIT 8 Sheppard,S Thomas,S 13/2 10-0 140 23 
2020 Soft 18 SECRET REPRIEVE 7 Wedge, A Williams,E 5/2 10-1 134 35 
2019 Heavy 17 POTTERS CORNER 9 Tudor,J(7)  Williams,C 8/1 10-4 145 20 
2018 Soft 20 ELEGANTESCAPE 6 O'Brien,TJ Tizzard,CL 3/1 11-8 151 26 
2017 Heavy 20 RAZDEMAREE 13 Bowen,JC(5) Cromwell,G —16/110-10 140 32 
2016 Soft 20 NATIVE RIVER 6 Johnson,R  Tizzard,CL 11/4 142 165 31 
2015 Heavy 20 MOUNTAINOUS 11 Moore, J Lee, K 9/1 10-6 132 35 
2014 Heavy 19 EMPERORS CHOICE 7 Coleman,A Williams,V 9/1 10-8 131. 21 
2013 Heavy 20 MOUNTAINOUS 8 Moloney,P Lee,R 20/1 10-0 137 21 
2012 Heavy 17 MONBEGDUDE 8 Carberry,P  Scudamore,M 10/1 10-1 128 49 
2011 Heavy 20 LE BEAU BAI 8 Poste, C Lee, R 10/1 10-4 131 24 
2010 Soft 18 SYNCHRONISED 8 McCoy,AP O'Neill, J 5/1 1-6 150 29 


horses in our table could 
tick that box. 

At least two chase wins is 
another important stat. 

Looking at this year’s field, 
there are a couple of solid 
contenders in Ask Me Early 
and Pats Fancy. 

They have both scored at 
the track, have run within 
50 days and fine on official 
ratings. 

You could back them both 
but for one bet ASK ME EAR- 
LY looks a solid choice. 
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Favourite REST OF TODAY'S BIG TELLY ACTION 


TEMPLEGATE 


Remastered 
Alien Storm 


TIC-TAC: R-H triangular, flat 
course of 1m 5f, ten fences 
per circuit and a 175yd run-in. 
FAVOURITES: (2017-2022): 
969 have won out of 2,888 
races (34%). At corresponding 
meetings, 42 have won out of 103 
races (41%). LIVE ON | RACING Tv 


OT ‘N NOT 


TRAINERS with best record 
in last 14 days: H Fry 3 winners 
from 8 runners; V Williams 3 
from 10; D Skelton 3 from 10; P 
Nicholls 4 from 15. 

JOCKEYS with best record in 
last 14 days: B Carver 2 wins 
from 6 rides; H Skelton 3 from 9. 
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win: C 
Honour 25; G L Moore 23. 
JOCKEYS who have had the 
most rides since last win: T 
cillard 19;T Scudamore its 


2017-2022 N Henderson 55- 243, 
P Nicholls 51-261, A King 41-356, 
GL Moore 31-397, D Skelton 
19-125, C Gordon 15-109, H Fry 
14-60, F O’Brien 11-91, B Pauling 
10-57, P Hobbs 10-93. THIS 
SEASON: D Skelton 4, A King 5, 
N Henderson 3, F O’Brien 2. 


2017-2022 T Cannon 16-119, H 
Skelton 14-70, J Quinlan 11-51, J 
J Burke 11-75, J Bowen 6-45, T J 
O’Brien 6-82, S Sheppard 5-23, 
D Bass 5-34, L Harrison 4-16. 
THIS SEASON: H Skelton 4, T 
Cannon 2, S Sheppard 2. 


FIRST RACE FOR NEW 
YARD: 12.45 Dark Mystery 
| Williams to B Brookhouse; 
Samuel Spade D O'Meara to B 
Pauling; 3.09 Captain Tommy 
D Bridgwater to | Williams; 3.40 
Raya Time T R George to B 
Brookhouse. 

RACEFAX: N Henderson won 
the 2.30 in 2015, 2018 & 2021. 
A King won the 12.45 in 2015 & 
2017. P Nicholls won the 12.45 in 
2012, 2013 & 2021 and the 2.30 in 
2012 & 2017. 

LONGEST TRAVELLERS: 
Fruit N Nut (3.40) trained by D 
McCain, Cholmondeley, round 
trip of 356 miles; Tile Tapper 
(3.09) trained by C Honour, 
Ashburton, round trip of 348 
miles; Five Star Getaway (3.09) 
& Kitty’s Light (3.09), C Williams, 
Bridgend, round trip 314 miles. 


IN THE MONEY | 


MONEY TALKS: Artistic 
Choice (12.45) opened 2-1 
won at 6-4f; Him Malaya 
(12.45) opened 4-6 third at 1-2f; 
Swaffham Bulbeck (3. 40) 
opened 18-5 second at 11- 


opened 6-1 third at 9-2. 
TOP EARNERS 

2.30 Edwardstone .. 

2.30 Nube Negra 

3.09 Janika . 


FIRST TIME BLINKER 
VISORED FIRST TIME: None. 
FIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: 
Highland Frolic (12.45). 
WEIGHTWATCHER: 1.55 
Midnightreflection (won off 129, 
down 7lb to 122); 3.09 Captain 
Tommy (won off 122, down 3lb 
to 119); 3.40 Swaffham Bulbeck 
(won off 129, down 5lb to 124) 
JOB JOCKEYS: C Quinn rides 


Larry (3.09), Invincible Nao 
(3.40) for G L Moore, 7 from 22, 
32%. J J Burke rides Boothill 


(1.20), Whitehotchillifili (1.55) for 
H Fry, 19 from 68, 28%. B Roberts 
rides Glimpse Of Gala (1.55) for 
C Longsdon, 4 from 15, 27%. H 
Skelton rides Lac De Constance 
(1.20), Get A Tonic (1.55), Nube 
Negra (2.30), Flegmatik (3.09), 
L’eau Du Sud (3.40) for D 
Skelton, 934 from 3893, 24%. 


1 ARTISTIC CHOICE 29 (P*;D) 
M Bell 11-5. . Harry Skelton @99 
Runs: 1 Wins: £4,030 
I ay Game hurdles debut win at Catterick, can improve, contender 
2 CHAOS CONTROL F29 
S Edmunds 11-0............... Ciaran Gethings - 


Fair handicap form on the Flat, not the easiest of hurdles debuts 

3 2 CHARLES ST 56 (P*;BF) 

F O'Brien 11-0 Liam Harrison 98 
Runs: 1 £1,731 
Went close on debut at Warwick, yard in form, won't be far away 


DARK MYSTERY F103 
B Brookhouse (Ire) 11-0 ........ Tom Scudamore - 


Won around 1m4f on the Flat, should make a hurdler, best watched 


5 FORWARD FLIGHT 56 (Hx) 
AKINGIND: scare. dias since ataitucadeshas Tom Cannon 90 
Runs: 1 £350 
Well beaten on hurdles debut and hard to fancy in this company 


2 HIGHLAND FROLIC 76 (Tx;BF) 
MHarris 11-0.................05 Jonathan Burke 95 
Runs: 1 £1,927 
Had wind op since debut second, needs to improve plenty on that 

3 HIM MALAYA 73 (T*;BF) 
P Nicholls 11-0 ................. Lorcan Williams 97 
Runs: 1 £1,129 
Promising start at Newton Abbot, tongue tie will help, more to come 


POSTMARK F103 (Tx) 
MHarris 11-0..............0005 Mitchell Bastyan - 


boc 
ry 
Xe: 
EN 
- 


\ 


LA . acouple of times on the Flat, should need this hurdles debut 


SAMUEL SPADE F67 
BiPauling 11-0: :2csc2.200cc0ecc0%, Kielan Woods - 
BETTING: 10-3 Postmark, 7-2 Artistic Choice, 4 Charles St, 5 Him 
Malaya, 10 Chaos Control, Highland Frolic, 12 Dark Mystery 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 4 3 2 1 
2021: Iceo 11-3, Bryony Frost 9-4 Fav (P Nicholls), 10 ran. 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


HIM MALAYA travelled nicely on his hurdles debut at 
Newton Abbot before some very novicey mistakes 

put paid to his chances. He wasn’t beaten far in 

this race. Artistic Choice is a maiden on the 

Flat but kicked off his jumping career with 

St went down in a head-bobber on his first spin 

over timber at Warwick last month and can improve. 


12 45 third and should show lots of improvement 
aml th easy win at Catterick. That means he has 
WAYWARD LAD NOVICES’ CHASE (GRADE 2) 


Fair Flat handicapper around 1m2f, this is a hard race to make debut 


for Paul Nicholls who has a decent record in 
to give 5lb away but has more to offer. Charles 


winner £29,614; 2m 4 runners 
4 141-12 AUCUNRISQUE 32 (D) 

C Gordon 6-11-4............0. eee Tom Cannon 92 
Runs: 15 Wins: 6 (S,4GS,G) Places: 5 £98,952 


eae gave it a good go in a hot hcap at Newbury, respected 


2-P112 BOOTHILL 24 (T;D) 
FUEL TNA suisse stearate sien eneieta ati Jonathan Burke @99 
Runs: 2 Wins: 4 (2GS, 2G) Places: 4 £115,068 
aa gave Jonbon a real race in a Grd 1 at Sandown, one to beat 


154-4U GLORY AND FORTUNE 45 (T) 
TLACCYFNR4 occ opie ansieneg eit Stan Sheppard 87 
Runs: 21 Wins: 5 (2GS,3G) Places: 4 £210,424 
. running well when unseating 2 out at Cheltenham, more needed 


/111-1 LAC DE CONSTANCE 36 (C) 
D Skelton 6-11-4...............008 Harry Skelton 98 
Runs:6 Wins: 4 (3S,GS) Places: 1 £35,095 
Winning machine, looked something special at Kempton, go close 
BETTING: Evens Boothill, 7-4 Lac De Constance, 6 Aucunrisque, 
10 Glory And Fortune 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2 2 5 1 1 
2021: Edwardstone 7-1 1-7, Tom Cannon 8-15 Fav (A King), 4 ran. 
Sunracing FORM 
AUCUNRISQUE (11-1) 5-1 led 2nd,| GLORY AND FORTUNE unseated 
ridden and headed last, btn 2'/:1 by rider latest, earlier (11-12) 10-3 held up 
Frere D’armes (10-5) (6 ran) (Newbury rear, pushed along 2 out, ran on, 4th 
2m nov heap ch (3) £10,537 good). of 5 (btn 2°/«l) to Effernock Fizz (10-6) 
BOOTHILL (11-7) 9-2 jumped well, bit] (Ffos Las 2m (2) £26,015 good 


). 
keen, chased winner, pushed along | LAC DE CONSTANCE (ie 4) 2-1 led 


2 out, soon held, btn 81 by Jonbon 3rd, jumped well, easily, bt Hudson 


(11-7) (4 ran) (Sandown 1m 7f nov ch De Grugy (11-4) 201 (3 ran) (Kempton 
Grd 1 (1) £45,560 good to soft). 2am nov ch (3) £9,803 soft). 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


BOOTHILL won his first two chase runs before pitched in 
against Jonbon for the grade 1 Henry VIII at Sandown 
last time. He was no match for that superstar but 
accounted for the rest of the field nicely. He relishes 


this 2m trip and cut in the ground is right up his street. 
Aucunrisque won the high-class Dovecote 
over hurdles here in February and has 

taken well to these bigger obstacles. He 

jumped sweetly when a close-up second 

at Newbury last time and should get his 

own way out in front. Glory And Fortune 

held his own in Grade 1 company over 

timber and was thrown into a Cheltenham 

Grade 2 for his return to chasing last month. 

He was booked for at least a place before unseating at 
the second-last so can’t be dismissed. Lac De Constance 
had 20 lengths in hand when winning a minor contest 
on chase debut here last month. This is a lot tougher 


g.. 
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LADBROKES MARES’ HANDICAP HURDLE 


2) winner £10,406; 3m 1f 
1 3221-2 GET A TONIC 38 


D Skelton 6-12-0. 
| Runs: 11 Wins: 4(S, 


H Fry 8-11-4 
Runs: 20 Wins: 


C Longsdon 6-1-4. 
Runs:15 Wins: 3 (2S,G 


A Honeyball 6-11-3 


Runs: 13 Wins: 6 (3S,2GS,G) 
4 a roll, won here on sole course visit, should be in the thick of it 
/3F-P8 MIDNIGHTREFLECTION 24 (P;D) 
B Case 7-10-13 ....... 
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 (S,2GS) 
Poor at Sandown, but does come here on a winnable mark, check betting 
32-111 I SPY A DIVA 33 
K Bailey 5-10-12 ...... 
Wins: 4 (F,3G) 


7 runners 


Harry Skelton 98 
ces: 4 £68,820 


\\ Talented mare, Haydock return was full of promise, big threat to all 
2 4343-3 WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI 24 (T) 


Jonathan Burke 92 
laces: 5 £43,316 


Listed winner, good third on reappearance, should make an impact 
17-322 GLIMPSE OF GALA 38 (BF) 


. Bradley Roberts (7) 96 
Places: 6 £32173 


Consistent, but getting better with each start, will be winning soon 
/12-11 COQUELICOT 24 (B,T) 


.Rex Dingle @99 
Places: 5 £48,665 


sun Seaver seshe. Bryan Carver 89 
Places: 3 £26,675 


eee talsaak dens David Bass 95 
Places: 3 £24,695 


Rapid improver, but may not have much more to give, more needed 


831-54 TERRESITA 24 (C) 
L Wadham 5-10-10. ... 
Wins: 3 (S,2G) 


satin chgaenae Tom Cannon 88 


Places: 1 £22,532 


Course winner, but not at her best in two starts this term, bit to find 


BETTING: 11-8 Get A Tonic, 3 Coquelicot, 5 | Spy A Diva, 13-2 


Glimpse Of Gala, 10 Whitehotchillifi 


i, 16 Midnightreflection 


WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 PU 3 2 1-3 


2021: Emmpressive Lady 6-1 1-4, S H 
Sunracin 


GET A TONIC (11-0) 14-1 midfield, 
headway to dispute lead 2 out, soon 
ridden, headed last, sustained battle, 
btn 2'/:1 by Botox Has (11-4) (13 ran) 
(Haydock 3m (1) £71,188 soft). 

COQUELICOT (11-8) 6-1 made all, 
pushed along 2 out, pressed before 
last, stayed on gamely to assert 
final 150 yards, bt West Balboa (12- 
0) 4°/1 WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI (11-7) 
9-2 went 2nd 2 out, one pace, 3rd 
(btn 5'/:1) TERRESITA (11-8) 18-1 mid- 
divisio, headway 2 out, weakened, 
4th (btn 101) (9 ran) (Sandown 2Yam 
heap hdle (3) £8,332 soft). 

COQUELICOT (he 1) 10-3 made all, 


oulihan 3-1 JtFav (S Gardner), 7 ran. 
g FORM 


increased tempo home turn, clear 
last, ran on well, bt GLIMPSE OF 
GALA (11-5) 6-4 fav in touch, pushed 
along home turn, went 2nd last, kept 
on well, 3'/.1 TERRESITA (11-8) 5-2 
chased leader, pushed along 2 out, 
last (btn 12I) (6 ran) (Ascot 2m 7f 
heap hdle (3) £6,753 good). 

MIDNIGHTREFLECTION (11-0) 50-1 no! 
threat, tailed off, 8th of 11 (well btn) to 
Dolphin Square (11-10) (Sandown 2m 
7f heap hdle (2) £13,008 soft). 

1 SPY A DIVA (11-9) 3-1 held up, went 
2nd 3 out, led last, all out, bt Jet Of 
Magic (12-0) nk (5 ran) (Taunton 3m 
nov heap hdle (4) £5,119 good). 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


GLIMPSE OF GALA can turn Ascot form around with 
Coquelicot off a better weight with these conditions right 
up her street. She stayed on strongly up the run-in last 

time but the winner had flown on the quicker 


1,55) 


ground. She is 10lb better off at the weights 
today and that can make the difference. 
Coquelicot is still respected given she 
) scored again after Ascot at Sandown last 
time. But a bigger threat could be Get A 


Tonic who ended last season winning a 


decent handicap at Ayr before returning 


with a close second at Haydock in November. 
She’s creeping up the weights but stays three miles and 
won't mind the give in the ground. I Spy A Diva has been 
in cracking form at lower levels and pulled out all the 
stops to win by a neck at Taunton. This is tougher but 


she’s only five so should have more to offer. 


Age inky 


fear Going Ran Winner Trainer SP Wt OR Days 
021 Soft 9 FIVESTARGETAWAY 7 Scholfield,  Williams,C 12/1 10-11 130 79 
2020 Soft 11 ROYALE PAGAILLE 6 Deutsch,C  Williams,V 9/2 11-7 140 25 
2019 Soft 11 JUST A STING 7 Bowen,S Fry, H 9/2 Tt 134 48 | 
2018 G/Soft 8 ADRIENDUPONT 6 Cobden,H Nicholls,PF 9/2 1112 144 26 
2017 Soft 7 TINTERN THEATRE 6 Tw-Davies, Tw-Davies\N 7/2 11-4 134 12 
2016 Good 8 DOUBLESHUFFLE 6 Heskin,AP  George,TR 8/1 1112 143 32 
2015 G/Soft 15 THELASTSAMURI 7 Bass,D Bailey,KC 9/2 11-7 140 29 
2014 Soft 8 BALLINVARRIG 7_Brennan,PJ George, TR 3/1 10-9 126 36 


FONTAINE COLLONGES 
gets the nod in this hot 
handicap. 

This hot handicap has 
gone to a horse aged either 
six or seven in recent sea- 
sons. 

Your fancy should have 
at least 10st 91b on his back 
and only one winner in our 
table had been off the track 
for more than seven weeks 
so that’s another important 
stat. 

Stay north of 130 in the of- 
ficial ratings and horses that 


-O9 Kempton 
finished worse than seventh 
last time have a poor record. 

Given that this hasn't re- 
ally been a race for big out- 
siders, we have a shortlist 
of Fontaine Collonges, Your 
Darling and Fern Hill. 

Trainer Venetia Williams 
won this a couple of years 
ago with Royale Pagaille and 
that just tips the scales in fa- 
vour of her contender FON- 
TAINE COLLONGES who won 
at Haydock last time. 


I EACH-WAY THIEF’ 


Wf 


KEMPTON COLOURS ON ITV4: 12.45 — 3.09 


LADBROKES DESERT ORCHID CHASE 


GRADE 2) £56,950; 2m 
1 1112-1 EDWARDSTONE 24 (CD) 


A King 8-11- 
Runs: 21 Wins: 


 -V Williams 7-11-8. . 
) Runs: 20 Wins: 6 (2S; 


7 runners 


...-Tom Cannon @99 
jaces: 6 £398,893 


Class act, impressive win inthe Tingle Creek, impossible to oppose 
2 112P-6 FUNAMBULE SIVOLA 24 (D) 


. Robbie Dunne 95 
Places: 6 £224,459 


sae -up in the Champion Chase, below par in the Tingle Creek, do better 


4P2-P4 MISTER FISHER 23 (P;C,D) 
Ed Seaacdeecaisenee James Bowen 85 


N Henderson 8-1-8. . ‘ 
Runs: 23 Wins: 7 (4S,3GS) 
Inconsistent, struggled to go the gallop at Huntingdon, no chance 


4 /143-1 NUBE NEGRA 44 (T;CD) 
{ D Skelton 8-11-8..... 
\\ Runs: 20 Wins: 7 (28,GS,4G) 

Strong traveller, simple task at Cheltenham latest, main danger 


Places: 2 £189,349 


aig atanbuaeacctaye aie Harry Skelton 98 


Places: 5 £320,034 


10-129 SIZING POTTSIE 24 (T;D) 


D Pipe 8-11-8........ 


ae msmantis Tom Scudamore 84 


£117,685 


6 817-22 DOLOS 53 (T;C,D) 


P Nicholls 9-11-2..... 
Runs: 38 Wins: 7 (2S,2GS,3G) 


5 
Runs: 24 Wins: 6 (4S,GS) B 
Useful, at his best when the mud is flying, likely to find a few too good 


seats se Lorcan Williams 88 


Places: 14 £234,487 


Tough hcapper, plenty to find on the figures here, best watched 


114P-3 EDITEUR DU GITE 66 (D) 


G Moore 8-11-2...... 


aie ceases al Niall Houlihan 90 


7 S . 
Runs: 16 Wins: 5 (2GS,2G) , 
Useful pacepusher, likely to find Graded company too hot, ignore 


Places: 4 £133,612 


BETTING: 1-2 Edwardstone, 5-2 Nube Negra, 12 Funambule Sivola, 
20 Editeur Du Gite, 33 Mister Fisher, Dolos, 50 Sizing Pottsie 

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 1 4 2 1 

2021: Shishkin 7-11-3, N De Boinville 4-9 Fav (N Henderson), 4 ran. 


Sunracing FORM 


EDWARDSTONE (11-10) 5-1 waited 
with in rear and always going 
well, hit 8th, and pecked, smooth 
headway tracking leaders 4 out, 
went 2nd 3 out, quickened to lead 
next, soon clear, stayed on strongly, 
impressive, bt Greaneteen (11-10) 91 
FUNAMBULE SIVOLA (11-10) 18-1 
chased leaders, pushed along 3 out, 
carried left 3 out, outpaced, last (btn 
231) (6 ran) (Sandown 1m 7f ch Grd 1 
(1) £99,662 good to soft). 

MISTER FISHER (11-10) 10-1 tracked 
leader, pushed along and outpaced 
home turn, well held, 4th of 7 (btn 
271) to Pic D’Orhy (11-7) (Huntingdon 
2'/2m ch Grd 2 (1) £42,712 good). 


NUBE NEGRA (11-10) evens fav jumped 
well, made all, unchallenged, bt 
Ganapathi (11-4) 81 (3 ran) (Chelten- 
ham 2m ch Grd 2 (1) £56,950 good). 

SIZING POTTSIE (11-0) 14-1 closed 3 
out, ridden 2 out, 9th of 13 (btn 281) 
to Romeo Brown (10-5) (Aintree 2'/2m 
heap hdle (2) £21,853 good to soft). 

DOLOS (10-6) 17-2 chased winner, 
pushed along 4 out, kept on, btn 71 
by Greaneteen (11-12) (5 ran) (Exeter 
2m 1f hcap ch Grd 2 £47,552 good). 

EDITEUR DU GITE (11-11) 6-1 held up 
rear, not fluent 3 out, stayed on 2 
out, no impression, 3rd of 7 (btn 131) 
to Dads Lad (10-10) (Cheltenham 2m 
heap ch (2) £31,218 good). 


TEMPLEGATE'S VERDICT 


EDWARDSTONE took his form to new heights when 
hammering a good field to win the Tingle Creek at 
Sandown. That proved he retains all the ability that 
saw him win the Arkle last season and established Alan 
King’s star as the Nol British hope for the Champion 
Chase. He won the Wayward Lad on this card 12 
months ago so we know he likes this course 


30 


and distance. The others need a major step 
forward to stop him. Nube Negra is the 
forecast pick after he came back to near 
his best when winning the Grade 2 Schloer 
at Cheltenham. He doesn’t want the ground 


really soft so hopefully conditions will be OK. 

If Edwardstone runs anywhere near his best, 

the Skelton runner would need to improve again to 

score. Funambule Sivola needed the run when last in the 

Tingle Creek after eight months off and another breathing 

operation. He was a good second in the Champion Chase 
last year so deserves his place in this company. 


B Case 7-11-9. 
Runs: 11 Wins: 


DONT 


\ P Hobbs 8-11-2 


D Skelton 7-11-8 ..... 
Runs: 18 Wins: 4 (2GS,2G) 
Slick jumper, likes it here but only third at Ascot latest, check betting 


5 122P/3 QUEL DESTIN 27 (Px) 

P Nicholls 7-11-8..... 
Runs: 19 Wins: 8 (3S,GS,3G) 
Finished tired on chasing debut at Haydock, will be fitter but bit to find 
6 41411 FONTAINE COLLONGES 38 

V Williams 7-11-6.............. Shane Quinlan (3) 98 
Runs: 12 Wins: 6 (4S,2GS) 
Improving, lazy and won with a bit in hand at Haydock, go close 
7 635P-1 LARRY 39 (P,T;D) 

G Moore 9-11-6...... 
Runs: 26 Wins: 7 (3S,3GS,G) 
Jumped well when winning at Ascot last month, 5lb rise is fair, go well 
8 23-668 KITTY’S LIGHT 31 (D) 

C Williams 6-11-6 .... 
Runs: 25 Wins: 4 (F,GS,2G) 
Dour stayer, best form is over further but he’s on a competitive mark 

332F-2 SMARTY WILD 39 (C) 
Cis aiedtiadine Tom O’Brien 89 
\ Runs: 23 Wins: 5 (S,4GS) 
Usually runs well here, but no match for Larry at Ascot last time, e-w 


LADBROKES FOOTBALL HANDICAP CHASE 
2) winner £26,015; 3m 

1 249-12 REMASTERED 31 (T;D) 
D Pipe 9-12-1........ 


Runs: 24 Wins: 6 (5S,GS) 
Classy, ran a cracker when second in the Hennessy, strongly fancied 


2 252-21 FERN HILL 37 


5 runners 


seovaraghestanintes Tom Scudamore @99 


Places: 9 £138,507 


distiecunupacea Jack Quinlan 97 
Places: 4 £35,137 


Improving, jumped well when winning at Uttoxeter, more to come 
3 67P7-4 JANIKA 39 (P) 

N Henderson 9-11-8. . 
Runs: 29 Wins: 5 (2S,2G) 
Very useful in his pomp, but lost his way recently, plenty to prove now 


311P-3 FLEGMATIK 39 (T;CD) 
shaded Suet Harry Skelton 88 


siatioicrehntegacs James Bowen 86 


Places: 10 £299,438 


Places: 5 £54,789 


Poverty Lorcan Williams 85 


Places: 3 £203,510 


Places: 2 £80,531 


ateasian's Caoilin Quinn (5) 90 


Places: 3 £132,247 


feared sce A Robbie Dunne 94 


Places: 9 £181,998 


Places: 7 £59,814 


rea) /o-¥ Eg LCOPARDSTOWN'S GRADE 1 CARD 


10 53P4-1 YOUR DARLING 39 

B Pauling 7-11-2 ................05 KielanWoods 98 

Runs: 11 Wins: 4 (S,GS,2G) Places: 2 £32,783 

Impressive when hacking up at Ascot, 10Ib rise is earned, go close 

11 4245-3 STRIKING A POSE 36 

J Tizzard 6-11-0..............0..045 Tom Cannon 93 
Runs: 13 Wins: 4 (2S,2GS) Places: 4 £31,001 

3 Strong stayer, looked rusty when third here last month, do better 


()12 380-45 FIVE STAR GETAWAY 24 (CD) 
C Williams 8-10-13 .............666.. Jack Tudor 95 
Runs: 18 Wins: 4 (2S,GS,G) Places: 1 £65,302 


Won this last year, but not really gone on since, others appeal more 
/F40-6 BELARGUS 39 

N Gifford 7-10-13. . . 

Runs: 20 Wins: 3(S, G 


. Niall Houlihan (3) 87 
Places: 4 £35,788 


Never going when well held behind Your Darling at Ascot, hard to fancy 
7481-2 TILE TAPPER 25 


= 
14 
C Honour 8-10-8..............0008 Bryan Carver 91 
Runs: 13 Wins: 2 (2S) Places: 5 £22,487 
Lightly raced, could do with plenty of rain, one to watch closely 
15 UP23-7 CAPTAIN TOMMY 241 (D) 

| Williams 8-10-2............0.0.0 eee Rex Dingle 80 


Runs: 30 Wins: 3 (S,2G) Places: 8 £54,981 
Probably over the top when flopping at Uttoxeter in April, best watched 


BETTING: 4 Remastered, 9-2 Your Darling, 7 Fontaine Collonges, 8 
Larry, 10 Janika, Flegmatik, Fern Hill, Smarty Wild, 12 Quel Destin, 16 
Tile Tapper, Five Star Getaway, 25 Striking A Pose, Kitty’s Light 

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 3 4 8 1 2-8 

2021: Five Star Getaway 7-10-11, Nick Scholfield 12-1 (C Williams), 9 ran. 


| Sunracing FORM 


EAMONN HAMES 


.. Fact To File (nb) 


TOM PEPPER | 


Blue Lord 

... Facile Vega 

.. Winter Fog 

Ain't That A Shame 
Will Do 


MITIC-TAC: Left-handed galloping track of 
‘1m 6f. The final 3f is testing with an uphill 
finish. Seven hurdles and nine fences 
per circuit. BLEADING TRAINERS 
W P Mullins 84-449, G 
lliott 45-404, H De Bromhead 24-271, 
JP O'Brien 17-184. BITOP JOCKEYS 
(2017-2022): P Townend 43-139, J W 
Kennedy 23-138, P W Mullins 19-50. 
MJACKPOT: 3-6. PLACEPOT: 1-6. 
MTRAINERFAX: G Elliott won 1.45 in 
2019 & 2021. H De Bromhead won 12.35 
in 2018 & 2020 and 1.10 in 2012, 2019 
& 2021. W P Mullins won 12.05 in 2016, 
2017 & 2021, the 12.35 in 2019 & 2021, 
the 1.10 in 2014, 2016 & 2020, and 
1.45 in 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2020. 
MBLIVE ON RACING TV 
DOG TIPS 
ROMFORD: 10.53 Lakeview Night (nap) 
(1-4-6) 11.09 Robbies Movita (nb) (5-2-6) 
11.24 Moss Row Maid (2-4-6) 11.39 Droopys 
Solution (6-3-4) 11.54 Runchunkyrun (2-4-6) 
12.09 Roll On Queenie (5-3-2) 12.24 Rough 
Smasher (6-1-5) 12.39 Trapstyle Domino 
(2-6-3) 12.54 She Said What (4-6-5) 1.09 
‘Champel (2-5-3) 1.24 Patagonia (1-2-4) 1.39 


Beslo Milan (2-4-5) 
PERRY BARR: 11.06 Cle Cle Princess 


\, PADDY POWER ‘I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT DAY IT IS’ 
3-Y-0 MAIDEN HURDLE; €9,000; 2m. _(20 runners 
ALMUHIT F67 (Px) D Hogan 11-0 ".D King (5) — 
ASCENDING F83 H Bromhead 11-0 -Rachael Blackmore — 
DARRABY F62 B Duke 11-0 


0 GORDONS AURA 16 G Elliott 11- am Ewing 72 
PM O'Brien (7) — 

051 LUDUS 1 G Elliott 11-0. Not Eligible 85 
0 MIGHTY MO MISSOURI 16 (T) J Harrington tt CD Smithers (7) 70 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 GOT GREY F190 G Cromwell t1- 
6 
z6 
8 


77 PUNTASTIC 30 P Nolan 11-0 
9 0 SECRET ROCK 30 (Tx) A Martin 11-0. 
10 SELF INFLICTED SID F62 A Martin 11-0 
W SHOWMAN F71 P Fahey 11- 
12 49 SNAPIUS 30 J Nash 11- 


Sean O'Keeffe 82 


13 3 TEKAO 30 (BF) W Mullins 11-0 
14 UBERRIMA FIDES F123 (Tx) S Crawford tt 
15 VINTAGE GOLD F78 J Murphy 1-0 

16 ZANNDABAD FA7 A Martin tt 

17 GOODIE TWO SHOES F73 (Tx) 

18 20 NEW YEAR HONOURS 30 G Elliott 10-7 

19 PORTVILLE F120 P Fahey 10-7... 

20 P POWER TO LOVE 52 (H,Tx) E Delany 


21 WINTERSCAPE F41 (TX) P Nolan 11 
BETTING: 5-2 Tekao, 7-2 Goodie Two Shoes, 13-2 Zanndabad, 8 Ascending 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 1 5 1 1 
2021: Icare Allen 11-2 Mark Walsh 13-8 Fav (W P Mullins), 18 ran. 


PADDY POWER ‘FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH PODCAST’ 
BEGINNERS CHASE; €10,501; 2m 1f. 6 runners 
OP-4860 DUFFLE COAT 45 (PX) G Elliott 5-11-12. .Jack Kennedy 83 
/1t1F-5 DYSART DYNAMO 245 (T) W Mullins 6-1-1 aul Townend @99 
/001-05 IRASCIBLE 33 (P,T) H Bromhead 7-11-12 
12/94-7 SEA DUCOR 30 A Moore 6-11-12 
12313-4 SLIP OF THE TONGUE 30 P Roche 5-11-1 
P-OPS50P_ CADDY SHACK 21 J Berry 8-11-5.... 
BETTING: 2-7 Dysart Dynamo, 7 Slip Of The Tongue, 10 lrascible, 12 Duffle Coat 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2 FE 1 FE 1 
2021: Haut En Couleurs 4-11-8 Paul Townend 1-3 Fav (W P Mullins), 7 ran. 


PADDY'S REWARDS CLUB CHASE (GRADE 1); value to 

the winner €75,000; 2m 1f. 7 runners 
P/22-F3 ANDY DUFRESNE 44 (D) G Elliott 8-11-12. .Jack Kennedy 90 
1113-11 BLUE LORD 40 (T;CD) W Mullins 7-11-12. Daryl Jacob 97 
3316-41 CAPTAIN GUINNESS 44 H Bromhead 7-1-1: Rachael Blackmore 94 
/151U-2 CHACUN POUR SOI 245 (CD) W Mullins 10-11-12 aul Townend @99 
.. Bryan Cooper 93 
Mark Walsh 97 


OUNbwN=5 


NoOanoenay 


BETTING: 5-4 Chacun Pour Soi, 15-8 Blue Lord, pi 
Gentleman De Mee, 16 Coeur Sublime, Andy Dufresne, 20 Jeremys Flame 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 2 2 1 1 

2021: Envoi Allen 712-0 Rachael Blackmore 2-5 Fav (H De Bromhead), 3 ran. 


REMASTERED (10-10) 7-1 headway 
chasing leaders travelling well 4 out, 
ridden run-in, stayed on one pace, 
btn Yel by Le Milos (11-0) (15 ran) 
(Newbury 3'/1m (1) £142,375 good). 

FERN HILL (11-3) 15-2 led 3 out, clear 2 
out, comfortably, bt Super Survivor 
(10-7) 2°/s1 (8 ran) (Uttoxeter 2°/4m 
nov hcap ch (3) £9,585 soft). 

YOUR DARLING (10-6) 10-3 fav always 
handy, led 4 out, clear 3 out, bt 
Revels Hill (11-6) 3°/ FLEGMATIK 
(11-7) 20-1 rear, headway 12th, went 
2nd last, no chance, 3rd (btn 41) 
JANIKA (11-10) 11-1 went 2nd 3 out, 
soon held, 4th (btn 7'/:|) BELARGUS 
(10-12) 14-1 rear, well behind 3 out, 6th 
(btn cay ee ran) (Ascot 2m 5f hcap 

ch (2) £18,210 good to soft). 

QUEL DESTIN (11-2) 15-2 behind from 4 
out, never on terms, last of 3 (btn 361) 
to Ballygrifincottage (11-2) (Haydock 
23/:m nov chs (2) £10,892 soft). 

FONTAINE COLLONGES (11-1) 7-2 
led 3 out, pressed last, headed final 
NOyds, rallied, bt The Big Breakaway 
(11-13) hd (10 ran) (Haydock 3'/.1m 
heap ch (2) £31,218 soft). 


LARRY (11-6) 13-2 challenged 2 out, 
soon led, drew clear from last, stayed 
on, bt SMARTY WILD (11-7) 9-1 held 
up in rear, headway 16th, went 2nd 
run-in, kept on, 61 (9 ran) (Ascot 3m 
heap ch (3) £13,615 good to soft). 

KITTY’S LIGHT (12-0) 16-1 mistakes in 
rear, never a factor, tailed off, 8th of 
10 (btn 331) to Zanza (11-8) (Newbury 
2°/«m heap ch (2) £20,812 good). 

STRIKING A POSE (11-13) 15-2 chased 
leaders, ridden and outpaced 12th, 
soon one pace, faded, 3rd of 10 (btn 
24l) to Dorking Lad (11-2) (Kempton 
2'/2m heap ch (3) £10,892 soft). 

FIVE STAR GETAWAY (10-13) 7-1 
rear 12th, headway 2 out, stayed on 
from last, held, 5th of 22 (bir 131) to 
Ashtown Lad (11-5) (Aintree 31m 
heap ch (1) £84,195 good to soft). 

TILE TAPPER (11-3) 10-1 stayed on, 
no impression, btn 3'/:| by Shakem 
Up'arry (11-10) (11 ran) (Exeter 2m 3f 
heap ch (3) £10,130 good to soft). 

CAPTAIN TOMMY (9-13) 7-2 every 
chance, held, 7th of 10 (btn 291) to 
Francky Du Berlais (11-3) (Uttoxeter 
3m heap ch (2) £18,004 good). 


(6-2-3) 11.21 Deacon Destroyer (4-1-3) 11.36 
Whendealingsdone (nb) (2-5-6) 11.51 Daring 
Luna (4-3-2) 12.06 Velcoro (5-4-2) 12.21 
Barntick Bonnie (2-4-3) 12.36 Dance Tobi 
(6-2-4) 12.51 Monamolin Lucky (nap) (6-1- 
4) 1.06 Premier Lady (1-2-4) 1.21 Faydas 
Sydney (24-5) 1.36 Crystal Act (4-9-1) 1.51 


all, bt Riviere D’etel (11-0) 1//:1 ANDY 
DUFRESNE (11-4) 2-1 close up 3 out, 
kept on, 3rd (3°/:I) (4 ran) (Navan 2m 
ch Grd 2 €21,900 good to yielding). 
BLUE LORD (11-8) 5-6 fav held up, led 
2 out, pressed, all out, bt Tornado 
Flyer (11-12) nk (4 ran) (Clonmel 2'/2m 
ch Grd 2 (1) €36,000 soft to heavy). 
CHACUN POUR SOI (11-12) 5-2 led, 
headed 3 out, no extra run-in, btn 
81/21 by Energumene (11-12) CAPTAIN 
GUINNESS (11-12) 28-1 weakened 
last, 4th (btn 261) ANDY DUFRESNE 
(11-12) 16-1 held up, bad mistake and 
fell 1st, (5 ran) (Punchestown 2m ch 
Grd 1 (1) €164,999 good to yielding). 


1.43 Shragical Liz (2-4-3) 11.28 
19 King (2-1-3) 11.43 Aulton Jewel 
(4-6-1) 11.58 Altmore Lass (6-2-4) 12.13 Talbot 
Loon (6-5-1) 12.28 Lane Rd Jaytee (nap) 
(6-1-2) 12.43 Keplar Vesta (nb) (6-1-4) 12.58 
Ballymoyler Mac (5-3-2) 1.13 Instant Dreamer 
(6-3-2) 1.28 Coologue Hen (6-2-4) 1.44 Canya 
Charm (9-1-2) 1.89 Zipping Elie (3-1-2) 
SUNDERLAND: 2.04 Emi (1-6-4) 2.19 
Bull Run Brexit (3-1-6) 2.36 Bernabia (6-3-4) 
2.54 Kilbannon Art (5-1-4) 3.09 Tullymurry 
Gogo (5-1-3) 3.26 Simpson Lad (1-4-3) 3.44 
Derramore Blake (6-5-3) 4.04 Caoilainns Sky 
(2-3-1) 4.23 Unknown Hulk (nap) (1-4-5) 4.43 
Cookstown Legend (3-6-5) 5.03 Final Chick 
(nb) (6-3-1) 5.22 Hello Skippy (2-4-5) 


LIMERICK 


EAMONN HAMES 


unracing FORM 


CAPTAIN GUINNESS (11-10) 4-1 made | BLUE LORD (11-12) 2-1 fav led last, held 
oO 


in, bt COEUR SUBLIME (11-12) 20-1 
led 2 out, headed last, just failed, hd 
(6 ran) (Punchestown 2m nov ch Grd 
1(1) €75,000 good to yielding). 

GENTLEMAN DE MEE (11-10) 10-1 led, 
headed 4 out, no extra 2 out, 4th of 6 
(161) to Edwardstone (11-10) (Sandown 
2m ch Grd_1 (1) £99,662 good to soft). 

JEREMYS FLAME (10-12) 13-2 in touch, 
led and clear last, bt Gallant John 
Joe (10-11) 541 COEUR SUBLIME (11- 
1) 5-2 led 2 out, mistake and fell last, 
GENTLEMAN DE MEE (11-10) 4-7 
fav led, headed 2 out, hampered and 
unseated rider run-in, (5 ran) (Naas 
2m ch Grd 3 (1) €16,501 yielding). 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 Sun} 7 


, PADDY POWER FUTURE CHAMPIONS NOVICE HURDLE 
f (GRADE 1); winner €60,000; 2m. 6 runners’ 
1 tt-11 FACILE VEGA 24 (D) W Mullins 5-11-12 
2 /285-41 IL ETAIT TEMPS 33 (H;D) W Mullins 4-111 
3 1 INTRANET 28 (D) W Mulins 41.12. 
5 


14-211 ITSWHATUNITESUS 8 (H;D) G Elliott 5-11-1 
51-11P PATH D’OROUX 23 (T;D) G Cromwell 5- 
124143 ASHROE DIAMOND 23 (D) W Mullins 5-1 
BETTING: 1-4 Facile vega. ja, 7 || Etait Temps, 8 Intranet, 12 Ashroe Diamond 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: RO 4 1 1 PU 
2021: Mighty Potter 4-1 1-12 Jack Kennedy 5-2 (G Elliott), 6 ran. 


Sunracing FORM 


FACILE VEGA (1142) +-9f made all, can-| Nock (11-2) 4 $f ran) Capnchestown 
ter, bt An Mhi (11-12) 141 (16 ran) (Fairy- | 2m nov hdle €9,900 yielding) 
house 2m mdn hdle €7,200 good). PATH D’ OROUX pulled up latest, (tt- 
IL ETAIT TEMPS (11-4) 1-7 fad made all,| 12) 15-8 jt fav led last, pushed out, bt 
bt Helisone (10-4) 101 Hie ran | ghurtes ITSWHAT-UNITESUS (11-12) 15-8 jt 
2m amat mdn hdle €6,000 slog fav no extra, 4'/2| (20 ran) (Galway 2m 
INTRANET (11-12) 11-8 fav led 4th,| —_mdn hdle €7,501 soft to heavy). 
ray on well, bt Belle The Lioness | ASHROE DIAMOND (11-5) 13-2 kept on 
(11-5) 2/ (21 ran) (Punchestown 2m | finish, 3rd of 8 (btn 4'/sI) to Marine 
Nationale (11-12) PATH D’?OROUX 
ITSWHATUNITESUS (11-11) 5-4 Pade (11-12) 541 pulled up 2 out, (Fairyhouse 
all, pushed out run-in, bt Carnfun- 2m nov hdle Grd 1 (1) €51,000 soft). 


PADDY POWER ‘JE SUIS UNE BAGUETTE’ HANDICAP 


o 


mdn hdle €7,501 yielding to soft). 


HURDLE; winner €18,000; 2m. 14 runners 
-512196 ANNA BUNINA 23 (T;D) J McConnell 6-11-1 imon Torrens 98 
-114050 TUDOR CITY 23 (T;D) A Martin 10-11-10... Bryan Cooper 90 


‘hael Blackmore 97 
Kieran Callaghan (7) @99 
Mike O'Connor (5) 84 
Jack Kennedy 90 
J O’Hanlon (5) 85 
ichael O'Sullivan (5) 97 

Gary Noonan (7) 92 


1 

2 

3 8-4PF51 WATCH HOUSE CROSS 45 (P,T;CD) H Brom 
4 /4240-5 WINTER FOG 225 W Mullins 8-118... 
5 5/F10-P ANNEXATION F114 (T;D) H Bromheac 
6 4403-00 THE TIDE TURNS 152 (T;D) G Elliott 4-11- 
7 F3421-P PALACE ROCK F6 (D) F Casey 5-11-4.. 
8 27-5110 NIBIRU 23 (T;D) A Martin 7-10-9.... 
9 0026143 WALNUT BEACH 9 (Bx;D) P Flynn 5-1 


10 — 21-4U05 GLOBAL EXPORT 24 (H;D) G Cromwell 410-8. PM O’Brien (7) 81 
11 0-56849 CHARLI PARCS 23 (C,D) A Howard 9-10-7 harlie O'Dwyer (7) 7: 
12 04F/U-2 GOLD SPEED 44 (H;D) A Murray 9-10-! .Kevin Sexton 90 


13 8-75811 ONE LAST TANGO 57 (D) E Griffin 5-10- 
14 — 0102F-2 MARVEL FAN 9 (T;D) A Martin 6-10-2.. 
BETTING: 3 Winter Fog, 9-2 One Last Tango, 6 Watch House Cross, Gold Speed 


PADDY POWER HANDICAP CHASE; value to the 

winner €112,000; 3m. 28 runners 
1 21112-5 CIEL DE NEIGE 244 (BF) W Mullins 7-11-12 Paul Townend 90 
2 675235 BATTLEOVERDOYEN 76 (T;CD) G Elliott 9. CP Millar (7) 82 
3 _18111U/ CAREFULLY SELECTED 1022 (BF,D) W Mullins ‘Sean O'Keeffe 93 
4 — 35U9-00 ENJOY D’ALLEN 30 (B) C Murphy 8-11-10 eith Donoghue 89 
5 9-6F64P A WAVE OF THE SEA 30 (B;C) J O'Brien 6-11-9.... Shane FitzGerald (3) 83 
6 
7 
8 
9 


5655-8P EARLY DOORS 65 (Bx) J O'Brien 9-11-9 Simon Torrens 81 
2410-92 DIOL KER 19 (Bx) N Meade 8-11- ‘ieren Buckley (5) 94 
/3220-2 AIN'T THAT A SHAME 65 (BF) H Bromhead 8-11-7..Rachael Blackmore 98 
241-F4P FIGHTER ALLEN 30 (T) W Mullins 7-11. 
10 F91-515 GABBYS CROSS 97 H 


romhead 7-11. 


11 2U-4822 BALLYSHANNON ROSE 40 P Fahey 9-11-5 ian Cullinan (7) 92 
12 Danny Mullins 88 
13 Jack Kennedy 90 
14 jan Hayes 93 
15 Sam Ewing ee 
16 4 i ) ‘ichard Condon (5) 

17 is Shane Porcien (3 BS 

18 -Kevin Sexton 33 
19 G Gilligan (7) 95 
20 Bryan Cooper 98 
21 J J Slevin @99 
22 . Michael O’Sullivan (5) 93 
23 232-193 DONKEY YEARS 65 (P,T;D) E McNamara Mark Walsh 95 


24 — P27115U WALKING ON GLASS 23 (P) P Roche 7-10-10. 
25 664421U CAPTAIN KANGAROO 24 (T) W Mullins 7-10-9.. 


jan Kelly (7) 81 
Callaghan (7) 90 


26 = 1/4U59- STONES AND ROSES 289 W Mullins 8-10-9 .Jack Foley 78 
27 = 7P4-442 REAL STEEL 58 E McNamara 9-10-8 -Conor McNamara 80 
28 311-253 WESTERN ZARA 23 P Nolan 6-10- Richard Deegan 85 


29 F-14256 RAMBRANLT’JAC 30 W Mullins 6-10- RESERVE 97 
SERVE 90 
31 -2121111 FINAL ORDERS 1 (D) G Cromwell 6- SERVE 98 
BETTING: 6 Panda Boy, 13-2 Donkey Years, 7 Ain't That A Shame, 10 Mr Incredible 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 3 5 2 PU PU 


2021: School Boy Hours 8-10-8 Sean Flanagan 12-1 (N Meade), 28 ran. 


Sunracing FORWNI 


TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT 


FLEGMATIK has a good record at Kempton having won 
a couple of times here last time, including over this 
trip. He was a close-up third in hot company at Ascot 
on return and should be fitter. He finished a place 
ahead of Janika there and he’s had a helpful 
nudge down the weights. He has stamina to 
F \\ prove but potentially looks a big price to 
A hit the frame. Remastered has been in fine 
| form this season and followed a hurdles 
wi : win with a cracking second in the Coral 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury last 
time. It’s not certain that this shorter trip 
on a speed track will be ideal but he has lots 
of ability and is high on the shortlist. Five Star Getaway 
ran on strongly to grab fifth in the Becher Chase at 
Aintree. If he can travel a bit closer to the pace, it 
would be no surprise to see him go close again. 
LADBROKES FANZONE ‘YOUR TEAM YOUR GAME’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE (3); £11,110; 2m. (15 runners, 
223305- FAIVOIR 263 (D) D Skelton 7-12- Fergus Gillard (3) @99 
4/113P- NO ORDINARY JOE 374 (BF,D) N Henderson 6- .James Bowen 98 
orcan Williams 96 
. Kielan Woods 87 
Harry Skelton 93 
.Tom Scudamore 79 
Nathan Brennan (7) 81 
Paul O’Brien 97 


Fi21-4 L’EAU DU SUD 38 (Tx) D Skelton 4-11. 
0214-78 RAYA TIME 210 (H) B Brookhouse (Ire) 


CONMARWN 5 


110/1-3 FRUIT N NUT 45 (D) D McCain 6-10-13. 
10 21-3532 SWAFFHAM BULBECK 36 (D) S Edmunds 8-10-12... 


W 461-83 INVINCIBLE NAO 36 (H) G Moore 4-10-10 Quinn (5) 91 


12 521713 MASTER DANCER 46 (BF,D) R Bandey 5-10-1 avid Bass 97 
13 P126-07 LIVELY CITIZEN 39 (D) D Jeffreys 7-10-5. Lambert (5) 90 
14 226F-81 BIG BOY BOBBY 23 (D) A King 4-10-4 Jonathan Burke 95 


15 1120-68 PRIVATORY 23 (D) G Moore 4-10-2. Niall Houlihan (3) 77 
BETTING: 4 Kandoo Kid, 6 No Ordinary Joe, 13-2 Big Boy Bobby, Master Dancer, Alien 
Storm, 8 Swaffham Bulbeck, 10 L'eau Du Sud, 14 Fruit N Nut, Faivoir, Invincible Nao 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 6 2 1 8 

2021: Rowland Ward 5-11-5 Ciaran Gethings 10-1 (S Edmunds), 10 ran. 


of selections in each race to calculate your stake. So for 


3 


The Connector 
Harveys Point 


TOM PEPPER 


Whiskey Lullaby 
AA Mere Bagate! 


ITIC-TAC: R-H undulating track of 1m 3f, there are six hurdles 
and eight fences per circuit. BILEADING TRAINERS (2017- 
2022): W P Mullins 50-164, G Elliott 40-299, H De Bromhead 
30-178, G Cromwell 14-140. THIS SEASON: G Elliott 5. ETOP 
JOCKEYS (2017-2022): P T ennignt 16-181, D Meyler 9-103, L 
Dempsey 7-78, J Gator 7-60. THIS SEASON: L Dempsey 1. 
LONGEST TRAVELLER: Wrecking Ball Paul (3.15) trip of 254 
miles. MUACKPOT: 3-6. PLACEPOT: 1-6. MILIVE ON RACING TV 


NOVICE CHASE; winner €9,000; 
2m 2f. 9 runners 
1/U1 JODY TED 19 E Griffin 6-11-9. . D Meyler 
0833 BROOMFIELDS JEREMY 38 (T) J Dempsey 7-11-5 L Dempsey 
U0-4 COMMANDINGPRESENCE 26 A McNamara 7-11-5. D Maxwell (7) 
31-2 DRUMBEAR 222 (H,T) J McConnell 6-11-5... Mr J Barry (3) 
5434 GAELIC ARC 38 J Ryan 6-11- .N Prendergast (7) 
4-40 IRISH BLAZE 44 G Elliott 6-1-5 
F-95 LIMERICK LACE 44 G Cromwell 5-11-5. 
3645 MOUNT BROWN 8 N Meade 5-11-5. 
-3F5 KAMUS 24 H Bromhead 4-10-13. 
Jody Ted @99, Broomfields Jeremy 
Jody Ted, 4 Gaelic Arc, Drumbear, 5 Broomfields Jeremy 


\\MAIDEN HUNTER CHASE; winner 
€6,300; 2m 6f 120yds.(14 runners: 


322- BALDUR’S GATE 282 D O'Shea 7-12-0 Mr R Barron (7) 


2F4 CHATEAU ELAN 30 (Hx) R O'Sullivan 5-12-0. Mr | Cribbin (7) 
5213 CLONMEEN 23 (T) W Murphy 7-12-0 
/8-1 GRANGE ISLAND 30 W Burke 6-12- 
P-21 JOHNGUS 9 (T) S Aherne 8-12-0. 
3-15 ROYAL JUNIPER 42 (T) A Martin 6-12-0. Miss M O'Sullivan (5) 
7-11 THE BLIND PIPER 23 (T) E Power 9-12-0 Mr J Barry (3) 
-111 ULTIMATE OPTIMIST 23 D Christie 6-12-0 Mr B O'Neill 
P-13 WAR CALL 30 S Curling 6-12-0. Mr J Canavan (7) 
123 WEARELONGTERM 9 (PX) G Elliott 5-12-0.. Mr J Codd 
Mr D Nevin (7) 
Mr A Burke-Ott (7) 


13 0041 LAVINIA FONTANA 23 C Murphy 5-11-7. Mr S Cavanagh (7) 


14 3P14 LOGGAN LADY 23 B Walsh 10-11- 


Mr B Walsh (7) 
Wearelongterm @99, Johngus 97, Clounts Glory 94. 


10 12-2 KATES HILL 236 (BF) P Collins 7-10-13 .. 
11 1-3 KUDASHEVA 30 H Bromhead 4-10-13 


1-1 SHECOULDBEANYTHING 35 G Elliott 5-11- 
4-12 ALL ABOUT LUCY 30 E McCarthy 5-10-13 A Mecartn| 3) 
0-7 AUTUMN IN THE PARK 16 N O'flynn 5-10-13 Miss M O'Sullivan (5) 
00 CATRIONAS DARLING 37 J Dullea 5-10-13... P Enright 
7-0 DANESFORT MAYFLY 229 W Lanigan 5-10-13 D Meyler 
2-20 EMILY ROEBLING 16 G Kelleher 8-10-13...... L Dempsey 
2-32 GLORIOUS SINGER 33 (P) A Curran 7-10-13 Mr A Feeney (7) 
225- HAUTURIERE 296 (BF) W Mullins 5-10-13 Mr E Ohgren (5) 
P Byrnes (5) 
D O'Keeffe 


12 6 MILLSTREAM LADY 95 E McNamara 4-10-13. C McGivern (7) 
13 P NICOLES GETAWAY 180 S Aherne 4-10-13 C ous (7) 


Regan 
oko (7) 


16 _7- SHES SO GLORIOUS 388 P O'Flynn 6-10-13 E Walsh (5) 
17 PP- SKIPINYOURSTEP 275 R Daniels 5-10-13. P Donovan (5) 
18 2 WALK WITH PAUL 35 (H,T) M Brassil 6-10-13. C Brassil (5) 


19 _ 0- LEONTINE 365 P O'Donnell 6-10-13. 
20 -P9P CORNHILL LASS 210 J Murray 8-10-13. 


1 


COVDTRON=§ 


10 8273 KAREN’S GIFT 21 (P) P Rothwell 8-10-1 
11 0098 BAL KAUTO 19 (T) T O'Connor 5-10- 


3 


CONOADLRON pee 


RESERVE 

RESERVE 
Hauturiere @99, Glorious Singer 94, Knockanard Lady 93. 

4 Hauturiere, 4 Shecouldbeanything, 4 Knockanard Lady 


LADIES HANDICAP HURDLE; winner 


2 4 €6,900; 2m 4f. 11 runners 
R47- TEESCOMPONENTSYESS 283 (Bx;CD) J Hanlon 6-12-0. H Phillips (7) 
5381 MEETINGOFTHEWATERS 16 (D) E O'Sullivan 5-11-10 M O'Sullivan 
7-30 HILLTOP SUPREME 37 (P:D) D Fitzgerald 10-119. R Murphy (4) 
23-6 FRIENDS N COMMERCE 234 P Kelly 6-11-8.. L Costello (7) 
-P5P ONE FOR JOE 127 (D) E McCarthy 7-117...... T Quail (7) 
48-1 WHISKEY LULLABY 24 (T) W Mullins 7-1-7 J Townend 
5-80 DANCING JEREMY 37 (Px) | O'Connor 7-11-5. § Kavanagh (4) 
2212 OPTIONAL MIX 23 (BF,D) E Doyle 6- . E Cody (7) 
74-5 ASLUCKWOULDHAVEIT 33 (Tx) P Roche 5-11-1. A O'Connor 

P Elvin (4) 
F Fox (7) 
Whiskey Lullaby @99, Karen's Gift 98, Meetingofthewaters 97. 
Whiskey Lullaby, 4 Meetingofthewaters, 11-2 Optional Mix 


HANDICAP HURDLE; winner €6,300; 


2m. 18 runners 
745- GALACTIC GREY F112 (Tx) C Donoghue 5-12-0.. P Smithers (7) 
-560 SECRET ARTIST 16 C Byrnes 6-12-0 P Byrnes (5) 
4PP9 WRECKING BALL PAUL 44 (T) P Mulligan 
P-56 THE TRUANT 28 (H) P Fahey 5-11-12...... E Fitzg 
1-00 GENDARME 16 (CD) C Byrnes 7-11-10... E O'Connell (5) 
-596 MCGRATH FROM CLUNE 19 (T) R Tyner 6-1-9 P Enright 
607P OSKAR HIGH 6 N Lee 10-11-8.. . R Geoghegan (7) 
6352 A MERE BAGATELLE 331 (P) J Hanlon 5-11-7. D O’Keeffe 
PO-1 DERRIDAE 26 (CD) M McCabe 7-1-7. . J Gainford 


10 5F-0 CROWSATEDAPPLETART 19 M Winters 5-11-6. E Walsh (5) 
11-730 DYLAN LOMBARDY 204 (Tx) E McCarthy 6-11-6.. | Power 


12 3-00 LITTLE MIXUP 42 D Hogan 5-11- 


D Meyler 


13 009 MORRIE IN D QUARRY 24 R O'Sullivan 4-11 O’Regan 
14 066/ CARMELS GIFT 621 B Walsh 6-11-4.... McCurtin (3) 
15 -704 THE CONNECTOR 28 M Hourigan 4-11-4..... L Dempsey 
16 875 THETYS 30 A Martin 3-10-9 McKenna (7) 
17 4488 BRIGHT BLUE 59 (T) E O'S C Quirke (7) 


18 000 PONT AUDEMER 59 G Cromwell 3-10-4 
19 5002 HUNTERS SONG 26 J Neilan 6-11-3. 
20 90-0 TOON TOWN 51 B Walsh 5-11-1 
21° -228 THEFAITHFULINDIAN 26 (H,T) 


Derridae @99, The Connector 98, Secret Artist 97. 


4Derridae, 5 A Mere Bagatelle, 6 Secret Artist, The Connector 


EGALITY MANS (10-1) 6-1 kept on, 4th 
of 13 (btn 9/1) to Royal Rendezvous 
(7 43) CIEL DE NEIGE (11-1) 15-8 fav 
weakened last, Sth (btn 111) FOXY 
JACKS (9-11) 13-2 pulled up 3 out, (13 
ran) (Punchestown 2m 5f hcap ch 
Grd 3 €60,000 Sood to year 3} 

BATTLEOVERDOYEN (11 9-2 
weakened 3 out, last of g (btn 321) 
to Galvin (11-12) ‘(Punchestown 3m 
ch Grd 3 (1) €17,100 good to yielding). 

CAREFULLY SELECTED unseated 
rider, (11-6) 4-6 fav led 2 out, kept on 
well, bt Forza Milan (11-0) 4 {e ran) 
(Naas 3m nov ch Grd 3 €27,228 soft). 

ENJOY D’ALLEN (11-3) 16-1 tailed off, 
19th of 23 (421) to Jungle Prose (11-12) 
(Navan 2°/:m heap hdle €9,900 soft). 

AIN’T THAT A SHAME (11-1) 5-1 fav led 
ey headed post, btn hd by The Bit 

Dog ( (11-4) DONKEY YEARS "0-13 

ept on, 3rd (btn 9'/.l) A WA' 

OF THE SEA (11-1 |-11) 14-1 one pace, 4th 
(a Ml) WALKING ON GLASS (10-4) 
8-1 in no extra, Sth (btn 12!) DEF! 
BLEU (t1-1) 33-1 no extra, 6th (btn 231) 
DEATH DUTY (i) 16-1 mistake and 
unseated rider last, EARLY DOORS 
(11-12) 25-1 pulled up 2 out, (Limerick 
3m heap ch €54,000 soft). 

A WAVE OF THE SEA (11-1) 50-1 kept 
on one pace, 6th of 11 (btn 131) to 
Santa Rossa (10-12) EARLY DOORS 
(11-1) 50-1 no impression, 8th (btn 29)) 
(11 ran) (Tipperary 2m hdle Grd 3 (1 
€42,000 good to yielding). 

DIOL KER (11-0) 3-1 outpaced 2 out, 
kept on, btn 141 by Floueur (11-0) (7 
ran {Clonmel 3m hdle €9,600 heavy 

FIGHTER ALLEN pulled up latest, (1 

ui 0) 11-10 fav weakened, last of 4 (btn 
211) to Fury Road (12- 0) (Down Royal 
2m 3f ch Grd 2 (1) €30,000 melding 

RECITE A PRAYER (10-2) 28-1 in 
touch, not trouble winner, btn 22/1 
by Busselton (10-5) GABBYS CROSS 
(10-6) 11-1 never near to challenge, Sth 
btn 121) A WAVE OF THE SEA (10- 
12) 14-1 kept on, 6th Ae (16 ran)! eed 
owel 3m heap ch €120,000 good; 

BALLYSHANNON ROSE tr 3 8-1 
kept on, btn '/2l by Dolcita (10-8) 
WESTERN ZARA (10-4) 12-1 one 
pace 2 out, 5th (22I) (9 ran) (Clonmel 
2'/2m ch (1) €16,501 soft to heavy). 
ECITE A PRAYER (11-11) 20-1 rear 
of midfield, never involved, 12th of 

2 (btn 471) to Ashtown Lad (11-5) 
CAPTAIN NGAROO (10-13) 16-1 
unseated rider 9th, (Aintree 3'/4m 
heap ch (1) £84,195 good to soft). 

DEATH DUTY (11-2) 11-1 rear, stayed on 
3 out, 3rd of 18 (btn 191) to The Bi 
Dog (110) RAMBRANLT’JAC (10-9) 
25-1 no extra, 6th (221) DEF! BLEU 


(11-1) 25-1 no extra, 8th (251) EGALITY 
MANS (10-11) 10-1 no impression, tith 
(well btn) A WAVE OF THE SEA 
(11-9) 28-1 pulled up 2 out, FIGHTER 
ALLEN (11-6) 10-1 pulled up 8th, 
(Navan 3m heap ch €60,000 soft). 

MR INCREDIBLE pulled up latest, 
(11-3) 11-10 fav left behind, btn 311 by 
Ahoy Senor i ‘4 ran) (Newbury 
2m 7f nov ch Grd 2 (1) £28,475 good). 

GALLANT JOHN JOE (11-12) 14-1 
handy, outpaced 3 out, no match for 
first two, 3rd of 15 (281) to Fil Dor (11-4) 
(Navan 2m if ped ch €9,900 sof ib 

FOXY JACKS (10-1) 14-1 kept on, 3rd of 
17 (61) to Delta Work (11-9) (Punches- 
town 3m ff entry ch €10,501 yielding). 

FARCEUR DU TARGE (11-7) 11-1 led 
2 out, stayed on well, bt TAKE ALL 
(M11 2) 33-4 ppushed along 2 out, Kept 
on, 1°/:| (14 ran) (Punchestown 2m 7f 
heap ch €27,000 yielding). 

BORN BY THE SEA (11 4) 80-1 rear, 
went remote 3rd run-in, 3rd of 4 (btn 
40l) to Energumene (12-0) (Cork 2m 
tf ch Grd 2 (1) €60,000 soft). 

PANDA BOY (11-3) 16-1 held up, ridden 
4 out, outpaced, 4th of 5 (btn 16l) to 
Darrens Hope (i0- 10) (Punchestown 
3m nov ch Sa eet 900 wielding 5 

CAPTAIN KAN 0 unseated ri der 
latest, L(O2) 111 led 4 out, driven out, 
bt DEFI BLEU (11-0) 11-1 not trouble 
winner, 2'/ RECITE A PRAYER (11- 
5) 11-2 fav'no upression last, 3rd (btn 

/.1) DIOL KER (11-5) 11-1 tailed off, 
an) (381) (17 ran) (Cork 3'/2m heap ch 
00 soft to heavy). 

biol’ "KER (10-5) 7-2 jt fav led 2 out, 
bt Ronald Pump (10-8) ‘/al DEFi 
BLEU (10-1) 25-1 one pace, 6th fe) 
STONES AND ROSE: (10-2 14-1 
impression 3 out, 9th ALFA MIX (10- 
2) 14-1 pulled up 2 out, (12 ran) (Naas 
3m tf hcap ch Grd 3 €60,000 heavy). 

REAL STEEL (11-12) 22-1 kept on last, 
btn 81 by Flash De Touzaine (11-4) 
FARCEUR DU LARGE (11-7) 12-1 no 
extra, 4th (btn 9! € (1 a (Galway 
2°/«m heap ch €13,199 soft to heavy). 

WESTERN ZARA (10- )-10) 11-2 one pace, 
8rd of 12 (btn 61) to panies (10-9) 
WALKING ON GLASS (10-6) 8-1 
unseated rider 15th, (Fairyhouse 3m 
5f hcap ch €27,000 good to yielding). 

ALFA MIX (11-12) 7-2 no extra run-in, 
83rd of 8 (btn 31) to Jon Snow (11- 
12) CAPTAIN KANGAROO (11-12 
22-1 kept on run-in, 4th (btn 41/2 
WALKING ON GLASS (11-12) 6-1 
tailed off, 7th (491) (Killarney 2m 7f 
ry ch €6,900 good to visiding): 

FINAL ORDERS (11-9) 2-1 fav made all, bt 
Archies Charm (11-7) 3/«l (7 ran) (Down 
Royal 3m heap ch €8,700 good). 


LEG 1. 

LEG 2. 
LEG3 
LEG 4. 
LEG 5. 
LEG 6 


11-4 Wearelongterm, 4 Ultimate Optimist, 13-2 Johngus J 


\, NOVICE HURDLE (GRADE 3); winner 

/€21,900; 2m 7f. 7 runners 
2-11 FAVORI DE CHAMPDOU 33 (D) G Elliott 7-1-3 J Gainford 
-412 HARRY DES ONGRAIS 33 H Bromhead 5-11-3 D O'Keeffe 
11-1 KALANISI STAR 31 O McKiernan 5-11- P Enright 


| 2m. 
7 
2 
3 
4 
1/24 LETSBECLEARABOUTIT 16 G Cromwell 7-11-3.L Dempsey H 
7 
8 
9 
5 


4330 FEMALE APPROACH F11 D Hogan 4-10-10 P Donovan 
1111 JUNGLE PROSE 30 (P;D) G Elliott 7-10-11 
-421 SAINTE DONA 33 (D) T Cooper 5-10-11 
Jungle Prose @99, Favori De Champdou 98, Kalanisi Star oF 
15-8 Jungle Prose, 5-2 Kalanisi Star, 11-4 Favori De Champdou 


Noanens 


ALVANIY P Gammell 4-12-0 


35- LARGY HILL 253 (BF) W Mullins 5-1 
0 MOUNT GABLE 26 J Cashin 5-12-0 
SILVER MIDNIGHT K Purcell 4-12- 
TRACKMAN TOMMY P Kell 
ZAPOY J O'Donoghue 4-12-( 
Largy Hill @99, Mount Gable 73, Conyers Hill 70. 
-4 Largy A 2 Harveys Point, 8 Jimmy De Giant, Conyers Hill 


NAT HUNT FLAT; winner €6,300; 


9 runners 
A O’Connor (3) 
Mr P King (5) 
. Mr J Codd 


Miss J Townend (3) 
Doubtful 
Cody (7) 
. Mr C Costello (7 
iss M O'Sullivan (5) 


4-12. 


\, PADDY POWER FLAT ONE’ FLAT RACE; value to the 
winner €7,200; 2m 4f. 10 runners 


31 ASK ANYTHING 59 G Cromwell 4-12-0. ir J Dunne (7) oa 
1- FACT TO FILE 324 W Mullins 5-12-0. rick Mullins 

P-2 FREE PARKING pa (TX) J McConi Mr L D Andrews 8 
2- ICONIC FLAME 268 J Queally 5-12-0 Mr J L Gleeson (7, 
2- IRISH PANTHER 401 E O'Grady 5-1; Ir Derek pred $2 


7P11- KALANISI FLASH 262 J McConnell 5-1 

8-00P STORM BARRA 137 A Sexton 4-12-0. 

00-5654 TOOR MOON 21 M Flynn 5-12-0. 
4-2 WILL DO 37 G Elliott 5-12-0 

10 9-5 MATILDA PARK 234 G Ahern 4-11- 

BETTING: 5-4 Fact To File, 3 Will Do, 7 Ask Anything, 


CONDAARON= 


conic Flame, 12 Irish Panther 


8 G77) Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


Favourite Atwaysrirstpast tHe Post [erey/7.V fed 
WETHERBY 


HANDICAP (Class 6); winner TEMPLEGATE 


Brooke 93 , 
TEMPLEGATE TOM PEPPER Fier eet £3,726; 6f, 10 runners  rraiiell ae 
were Platt Bubbles ..« The Imposter ylan Johnston (7) 71 (8)"0080 PROCLIVITY's CG Wallis 3-80-11. W Garson ..« Peachey Carnehan 
i OLAGI GIC is 1. 
..Gazette Bourgeoise Herewegohoney Peter Kavanagh (5) 77 (3) 7190 DARK SHOT 24 (Bib) S Oxon OO L Morris evetetceeeteeeetereeees RAZOML 


BETTING: 11-8 Royal Mogul, 5-2 Allibaba, 15-2 Benassi, 10 Sageburg County 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 3 2 4 3 1 
2021: Harbour Lake 5-11-5 Brian Hughes 8-13 Fav (A King), 5 ran. 


(5) 1603 GRIGGY 22 (B;CD) A Wintle 6-9- 
1112 ADMIRABLE LAD 26 (CD) C Banham 4-9-6. 
(4) 6475 ALFRED COVE 14 A Carroll 3-9-5... 
(10) 5149 WON LOVE 309 (T;D) M Loughnane 4-8-13 B Loughnane (7) 


Victory March 
seer TS OTLE 


OONODEONA 


Play By The Rules WILLIAM HILL EXTRA PLACES DAILY NOVICES’ HCAP (7) 5694 AMAZING AMAYA 15 (C) D Shaw 7-8-11.... C Hardie 
se=lRIC CHASE (3); winner £6,045; 2m 3f. (AMM) 8/8} 98 BOLUNATE 43 DL Caney Sag wmetan 
une SIECPING TOM 3.20..---0- see OMe Free -511332 GANAPATHI 44 (T) P Neville 6-11-10 lenry Brooke 95 Griggy @99, Coolagh Magic 98, Admirable Lad 97. = Bethersden Boy 


7-2 Griggy, 4 Admirable Lad, 5 Coolagh Magic, 6 Won Love, Dark 
Shot, 8 Alfred Cove, 10 Amazing Amaya, 12 Pollinate 


pANDICAP (6); winner £3,726; 
10 runners) 


/13511 BASS ROCK 30 (T) A Thomson 6-1-7 
211232/ CASTLE RUSHEN 615 N Richards 7-1 
325521/ GRANDADS COTTAGE 644 O Murphy 7-10- 

211-213 GRAND VOYAGE 23 W Coltherd 6-10-5.. 

291-112 NOT WHAT IT SEEMS 29 (H) M Hammond 6-10-5..Emma Smith-Chaston (3) 94 


Uthe PEPPER 


TAC: Left-handed track of 1m 4f, with eight fences and six flights of hurdles per 
circuit and a slightly uphill run-in of 190 yards. LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS 
(2017-2022): D Skelton 49-170, M Hammond 26-287, P Kirby 21-161, Jonjo O'Neill 14-69. 
THIS SEASON: D Skelton 5, M Hammond 4, O Murphy 3, TOP JOCKEYS WITH RIDES 


~Griggy 


OnRONs 


Peachey Carnehan 


10 805-311 THE IMPOSTER 6 (T,V) N Hawke 5-t1-1(7ex) ‘om Buckley @99 43 


ASTROBRIO F128 M Walford 10- 


H a rbaatas B Sanderson (3) 
Jamie Hamilton K St 


(2017-2022): B Hughes 33-216, Sean Quinlan 22-174, J Hamilton 14-144, C O'Farrell 0. ? ‘ 1 (9) 7097 jou STAR 91 (CD) M Loughnane 3-9-1 B Loughnane (7) 
13-76, THIS SEASON: C Orrell 3. LONGEST TRAVELLER: The Imposter (11.50) & |) WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED SD en canapathh § Grandads Cotfage 2 (4) 1844 BIG IMPACT 14 (P:CD) R Brisiand 5-9-9 
Play By The Rules (2.15) trained at Tiverton. Round trip of 546 miles. IITRAINERFAX: D 2021: Midnight River 611-2 Harry Skelton 24 (D Skelton), 4 ran. 4 M Phillips (3) 
Skelton won the 2.45 in 2016, 2019 and 2021. IFIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Hattons - = d . 5 -5(4ex) P Dennis. 
Gardens (1.00), Jipekaa Machin (2.15), Eclair D’Ainay (2.45). LIVE ON RACING TV. \\WILLIAM HILL PLUS CARD JUVENILE HURDLE (4); 3-y-0; 6 ie) 2563 BOMB SQUAD 63 (BF,D) J Mackie 4-8-12. F Norton 
value to the winner £3. 703: 2m. 14 runners’ 7 (2) 5780 TWILIGHT MISCHIEF 46 H Candy 3-8-11.. T Whelan 
FOLLOW WILLHILLRACING ON TWITTER HANDICAP 1 31 CASI CRUDO 26 A Hales 1.7 ween Luca Morgan (3)97 8 (}) 008s HOTLEGS LIL 25 (P) DF ave 389. G Rooke 
i (- 10(3) 7670 MUSAYTIR 18 (P) GH: 4-8-9. L Morri: 
HURDLE (Class 5 £2,941; 3m. C DS. 20 runi : eat SA Na alia ohesin i Peachey Carnehan @99, Tetrophysics 98, zn MTIC-TAC: L-H tight Tapeta all-weather track of 1m, with a 
1 3-81224 LOUGHERMORE 33 (C) S Waugh 8-12- iam Shanahan (3)97 F JUKEBOX D’EDDY 46 (Hx) T Gretton 17-0 2 Astrophysics, 11-4 Peachey Carnehan, 13-2 Bomb Squad, Big 330yd run-in. 6f and 7f races start on chutes. EEDRAW: Little 
2 /4U-956 KINGSFORT HILL 31 (Tx) D Skelton 7-11-13 5 4 KINCADE 22 (BF) J O'Keeffe 11-0 lnpect Toute Cool, Apache Star,.18 Duke Of Firenze. effect. LEADING TRAINERS (2017-2022): C & M Johnston 
3 /U7-562 PIAFF BUBBLES 41 (H) R Menzies 6-11-13 : 2-V-0' Wil . : -635, WV x 
4 721-345 LET ME ENTERTAIN U 40 (T,V) M Scudamore 6-114 J G SCANET LEGEND 257P) B Newiand i } eB ee aan (5); 2-y anand His SEASGNE GM Johns 38 Te ouch eS. TOP 
5 2221-03 SHOESHINE BOY 33 (D) D Whillans 6-11-12. ‘Lewis Dobb (5)90 3 PLAY BY THE RULES 37 (T) NHawket runners, JOCKEYS (2017-2022): L Morris 114-1131, D Probert 98-808, J 
6 0655-61 HERITIER DE SIVOLA 23 P Kirby 5-117 -Joe Williamson 98g 5 REGAL VISION 39 M & D Easterby 1-0 2th . BAAN, Bet ondeder iiiames (a) Mitchell 90-451, C Hardie 59-767. THIS SEASON: J Mitchell 21 
7 168-348 TARTAN COOKIE 33 (B;D) E Whillans 6-117, Doubtful83 49 34 ROBIN GOODFELLOW 54 T Waggott 1-0 3 1) OO DANCHOVEKA 21. Walle SF a oui D Probert 20. LONGEST TRAVELLER: Three Platoon (6.00). 
8 466-70 WANDERING WEST 41 M Walford 4-11-6... 1m Midgley 74 1 55-36 START IN FRONT 225 R Menzies 11-0. 4 (12) 08 FADI 19 R Hughes 9-7 F Marsh Round trip of 360 miles. IFIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Razoni 
9 -887206 HUMPS AND BUMPS 28 (P,T) D Brooke 9-11-1. atrick Wadge (5) 9 12 33 WAKEY WAKEY 34 (Bx,T) T Easterby 11-0. 5 (8) 99 HITCHED 19 D Simcock 9. J Haynes (5.30). MILIVE ON SKY SPORTS RACING 
6 
11 PP3tl-2 GREAT RAFFLES 40 (P;CD) M Hammond 6-10-12..Emma Smith-Chaston (3)94 44 36 TOUTE CHIC 43 Jonjo O'Neill 10- jaxKendrick81 (9) RAZONTG Boughey ot 11(8) 0 BLAKER 76 J Mackie 9-0 T Eaves 
12 0/P-335 MONTICELLO 27 N Mechie 8-10:8. Charlotte Jones 97 BETTING: 11-4 Jipekaa Machin, 3 Jilaijone, 9 de 8 (10) 23SOMANY QUESTIONS 51(BF)iN@A Charlo SD Probert —12("2)-7 CHERRYHAWK 76 DF D G Rooke 


13 2.45867 TOMMY’S FORTUNE 19 (Hx) T Collier 410-8 WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 1 2 1 4 10(3) 66 YOU SAW BRIGADOON 52 S Williams 9-7 L Catton (5) 13(4) JOLIE EN ROSE K De Foy 9-0 Probert 
ig GS OMoraBe Pree es Zoz Kyi Warr 12 ran Hughes 10 (0 Mec,” Be eMte la racaass MEIC oommmaQtteernee tens oma 
16  P720-42 ECONOMIC EDITOR 23 (T) A Nicol 6-10-6. Dylan. Johnston (7) 92 WILLIAM HILL CASTLEFORD HANDICAP CHASE (2); 13(7)_ 44 SAMBA LADY 15 D Loughnane 9-2. \ HANDICAP. (2); winner £10, 468; 


17 9-6226P LANDACRE BRIDGE 73 H Hogarth 6-10-2. So Many Questions @99, Marinakis 93, Samba 


18 613-565 SONGBIRD’S TALE 40 P Collins 7-10. 


Thomas Willmott 20 = value to the winner £13,615; 1m 7f. 3 runners 2 So Many Questions, 5 Baahill, 6 Razoni, 10 Samba Lady 1m 1f. 6 runners 
32243-3 CHEDDLETON 38 J Candlish 7-12-0. 


14 3231 WASPY 87 D McCain 4-1-2... 


ss 1 Sean Quinlan 97 4263 INTUITIVE 19 (T,V) S & E Crisford 6-9-12 H Burns (3) 
19 007-P48 BALLYFARSOON 19 P Winks 11-10 lison Johnson (5)78 > /4pi02- ECLAIR D’AINAY 304 (T;BF,CD) D Skelton 8-11413.-Tristan Durrell (5) @99 paepiche (5); winner £4,536; 6171 EXCEL POWER 19 (C) A Watson 4.9.12 i 
20 1U859/0 ROYAL FLUSH 19 (Vx) S Waugh t Ffrench Davis (3) 73 3 13313-7 FRIEND OR FOE 24 (P) P Nicholls 7-11- Bryony Frost 96 8 runners /056 POSITIVE 27 C Cox 5-9-9 
BETTING: 11-4 The Imposter, 13-2 Great Raffles, 15-2 Heritier De Sivola, 8 Secret 4 /U2-42P MALYSTIC 46 (CD) P Niven 8-11-10 Danny McM ‘ 1 (8) 1402 im Gf. CITY 11 (PD) 0 -315 DARWELL LION 19 (CD) J Butler 4-9-: 
: = te : i y McMenamin 90 (8) (0) BBrooknouse (re) 900 B Loughnane (7) 
Secret, 10 Piaff Bubbles, Economic Editor, 12 Shoeshine Boy, Let Me Entertain U 5123-4 CORNERSTONE LAD 23 (P:CD) M Hi d B-11-8.... Ce O'Farrell 2 (1) 585- SOCIAL CITY J163 (CD) A Carroll 6-9-1: 7223 ALREHB 94 (C) K De Foy 5-9-1 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 9 5 4a 23 (P:CD) MHammond 8-118... Conor O'Farrell@2 (5) 3432 BUGLE MAJOR 1 (B) A Watson 7-9-10 iT Fisnert (5) 2522 BALDOMERO 1 (Px) M Appleby 
Vous B N fi mM R Menzi 6 40F-063 DALY TIGER 44 L Morgan 9-11-7 hie McLernon 83 4 (6) 1211 VICTORY MARCH 7 (CD) S Spencer 5-9-10(5ex) D Swift Intuitive @99, Excel Power 98, Baldomero 
2024: You Some Boy 611-7 Nathan Moecrop 64 (R Menzies), 15 ran. 7 _7iiP-41 NO RISK DES FLOS 34 (CD) 0 Murphy 7+ Fergus Gregory97 5 (2) 0400 THREE PLATOON J23 (Px,T;CD) R Menzies 4-9-8. K Stott Excel Power, 3 Baldomero, 4 Intuitive, 9-2 Alrehb, 8 Darwell Lion 
WILLIAM HILL PICK YOUR PLACES MARES’ HANDICAP 8 — 3U-3325 AND THE NEW 136 (H) L Morgan 11-10-10 atrick Cowley(3)90 6 (7) 45-5 ZESTFUL 252 M Keighley 3-9-2. . G Rooke HANDICAP (4); winner £5,508; 
é CHASE (4): wi £3,867: 3 5 9 21164-2 HEARTBREAK KID 25 (B) D McCain 7-10- Brian Hughes 96 7 (3) 9832 KITTEN’S DREAM 14 (B;CD) S Dixon 5-9-2. L Morris - ? i 
Saco Jeni NE Syste, Si MEISE] BETTING: 3 No Risk Des Flos, 10-3 Eclair D'Ainay, 9-2 Cheddicton, 13-2 Heartbreak 8 (4), 6:26 ROBEAM J46 (P:C.D) MMullineaux6-8-0 © Bennett — [elledady AML ISN AUS 10 runners 
1 1244-24 GAZETTE BOURGEOISE 18 B Case 6-12- Mr Charlie Case (7)97 Kid, 7 Friend Or Foe, 10 Malystic, 14 And The New, 16 Cornerstone Lad, Daly Tiger Victory Moreh @25, Bugle Major 36) Kittens Dream 97, (8) 1583 PRECISION STORM 20 (CD) M Lnane 5-0-1 B Loughnane (7) 
2 F4t1-51 HEREWEGOHONEY 29 (T) F O'Brien 6-11-11 .Jack Hogan (5)98 = WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED:3 2 2 1 2 Ce es eee (1) 9351 TARBAAN 26 (B,T;CD) A Murphy 3-10-0....... K Stott 
k fe pagne City, 12 Zestful, Social City, 14 Three Platoon (10) -509 SENSE OF WORTH 97 A Carroll 6-9-13 
3 1210-25 GOOD LOOK CHARM 33 (TX) A Honeyball Brian Hughes 91 lair D’Ainay 7-10-2 Hi Skelton 4-1 (D Skelt 6 - 7 
a a clair DAinay jarry Skelton ( elton), 6 ran. 5 5 1688 ALMUFEED 57 (CD) S Curran 5-9-12 
4 /P541-1 JUNIPER 237 (D) H Whittington 8-11-2 -Sean Quinlan @99 gee = NOVICE STAKES (4); 2-y-0; winner 1366 COUNSEL 57 | Williams 4.9-12 
5 355-20P SADIE HILL 24 (T) A Ralph 5-10: Benjamin Poste 74 \ WILLIAM HILL RADIO OPEN NH FLAT RACE (5); value £5,373; 1m lf. 13 runners it E Norton 
BETTING: 7-4 Juniper, 2 Herewegohoney, 3 Gazette Bourgecise, 7 Good Look Charm f to the winner £2,451; 2m. 16 runners 1 (1) 2 OVERACTIVE 28 R Beckett 9-7 - Swift 
WHERE EAVOURITES FINISHED: 2 (Fe se U FU 2 1 77 ADMIRAL HORATIO 39 M Hammond 4-1-2. illy Garrity 73. 2 (9) PERFECT APPROACH M Botti eee re Eee Pre oe eee mae 
2021: Top And Drop 10-11-4 Miss Lucy Turner 4-1 (V Williams), 5 ran. 2 8 BIG AMBITIONS 24 Jonjo O'Neill 4-11 Richie McLernon 70 3 (10) 08 AUSDAISIA 20 H Palmer 9-5 ) 3346 D exw es aoe K De Foy 3-9- Bi puscutt 
ee : 4 (7) PFINGSTBERG D Simcock 9: ') D Simcock 4-9-1 laynes 
WILLIAM HILL LENGTHEN YOURODDS NOVICES’ 3 3P- CARLO STORM 570 J Wainwright 6-11-2 ‘om Midgley (5)81 3 (3) s KILMGUMMIN 28.) Paros Copital Theory ®99, Harbour Vision 90, Counsel 97° 
| ) Reis fi 4 GLORY HIGHTS C Grant 6-11-2 -Danny McMenamin— (11) LENS LEGACY (Hx) C Wallis 9.3 3 Capital Theory, 4 Tarbaan, 11-2 Forge Valley Lad, 7 Heath Rise, 10 
; 268; 2m. tt : recision Storm, Harbour Vision, ay Odette, Counse! 
HURDLE (4); winner £3,268; 2m 18 runners) iy HOME FREE D Skelton 4-11-2. Tristan Durrell(5)— (3) 58 GAROUSELLE 17 C & M Johnston 9. Precision Storm, Harbour Vision, 10:D Day Odatta, Counsel 
1 7623-21 ROYAL MOGUL 29 (T) D McCain 6-11-7 Brian Hughes @99 6 HUBBEL BUBBEL P Kirby 4-11-: illiamson (5) — 8 (13) | 70 CHARLIE’S HUMOUR 17 D Loughnane 9-; HANDICAP (5); winner £4,536; 
2 236 ALLIBABA 26 (BF) P Kirby 4-11-0. . Thomas Dowson 90 7 KNACKER TRAPPER A Crook 4-1 John Kington — 9 (5) WOOD FARM WAG N Evans 9- G verge (5) 
3 28-5 A SHINING MOON 19 P Midgley 8 4 SAMWISE 29 S Corbett 4-11-2 10(6) 42 ANISETTE 20 K De Foy 9- ° Sf. 11 runners 
4 43F3- BENASSI 258 O Murphy 5-11-0..... 9 SCALLOWAY CASTLE P Kirby 4-1 patie) BE HEA SUEN EO area 
te ju 
: Oe DEE DAY LANDING be Mere 5-1-0. 17 3 SLEEPING TOM 35 W Coltherd 5-11-2 4568 NORDIC GLORY 98 (D) M Attwater 3-9-7 W Carson 
Ue ST es 3220 ANGLE LAND 40 (V;D) R Cowell 3-9. 
7 075P GLASCAR MORE 29 (Tx) J Foster 6- 12 2 2451 KIM WEXLER 14 (CD) D Loughnane 4-9. 
8 6P21-64 HATTONS GARDENS 48 A Thomson 6-1-0 13 7 THORNABY EXCEED 40 R Menzies 4-11-2. (9) 8661 AMOR DE MI VIDA 22 (P;CD) A Watson 


309-5 HAUT BERRY 72 A Crook 5-11. (10) 2122 ARAIFJAN 8 (C,D) M Herrington 5- 


10 6P MR BIGGS 21 Jonjo O'Neill 5-1 15 232U-52 BLOOMING FORTUNE 226 (Hx) P Smith 5-10-9..Emma Smith-Chaston (3) 82 (3) 9043 OOH IS IT 14 (CD) P Evans 4-9- 

11 7096 OUT FOR THE COUNT 34 J Candlis! 16 MUG BOOKIES J Ponting 4-10-9.. ..Danny Burton (5) — (11) 7089 CORINTHIA KNIGHT 17 (CD) A Watson 7-9-5 S Cale (7) 
12 89 PRIDE ROCK 25 Jonjo O'Neill 4-11-0.... -Richie McLernon 72 BETTING: 6-4 Tarras Wood, 5-2 Home Free, 9-2 Waspy, 10 Samwise, Big Ambitions a ee petit Hee Wee. Cowell 6: Pp oe Stott 
13 P1-55 QUICK SHARPENER 32 (T) R Newland 5: Charlie Hammond 92 WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1 5 (4) Kim Never @oe. Loin 68 Uihou 97. jennis: 
14 838- ROCKET ROBBO 258 J Candlish 5-11-0. Sean Quinlan 89 2021: Grey Dawning 4-11-0 Harry Skelton 9-2 (D Skelton), 12 ran. 


7-2 kim Wexler, 9-2 Amor De Mi Vida, 5 Bethersden Boy, 11-2 Lihou, 


/RACING RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY'S 11 MEETINGS AND GREYHOUND RETURNS ’ = 


KEMPTON 

12.10: 1 RARE EDITION S Twiston- 
Davies (7-2); 2 Rubaud (2-1 fav); 3 Off To 
A Flyer (33-1). 10 ran. 71; 131. C Longsdon. 
T: £4.50; £1.50, £1.40, £6.40. Ex: £13. 
Trifecta: £251.90. CF: £11.42. 

12.45: 1 PAISLEY PARK A Coleman 
(9-2); 2 Goshen (10-3); 3 Champ (7-4 fav). 
5 ran. 4//d; V/ol. E Lavelle. T: £5.50; £2.10, 
£1.70. Ex: £18.90. Tf: £36.80. CF: £17.28. 

1.20: 1 THYME HILL T J O'Brien (11-2); 
2 McFabulous (7-4 fav); 3 Mortlach (40- 
1). 5 ran. 151; 371. P Hobbs. T: £6.50; £2.20, 
£1.50. Ex: £16.10. Tf: £183.80. CF: £16.23. 

1.55: 1 CONSTITUTION HILL N De 
Boinville (1-7 fav); 2 Epatante (7-1); 3 
Highway One O Two (50-1). 5 ran. 171; 
6/21. N Henderson. T: £1.15; £1.10, £1.60. 
Ex: £1.50. Trifecta: £9.10. CF: £1.65. 

2.30: 1 BRAVEMANSGAME H Cobden 
(11-4); 2 Royale Pagaille (12-1); 3 Frodon 
(18-1). 9 ran (L’'Homme Presse 9-4 fav). 
141; 4a. P Nicholls. T: £3.75; £1.60, 
£2.90, £2.70. Ex: £33.20. Tricast: £495.19. 
Trifecta: £292.20. CF: £34.12. 

3.05: 1 BALCO COASTAL N De 
Boinville (7-2 jtfav); 2 Solo (9-2); 3 Panic 
Attack (17-2). 10 ran (West Cork 7-2 
jtfav). 91; 1. N Henderson. T: £4.50; £1.80, 
£1.80, £2.40. Ex: £25.10. Tricast: £123.58. 
Trifecta: £165.40. CF: £20.14. 

3.40: 1 GREY DAWNING H Skelton 
(5-4 fav); 2 Bourbali (40-1); 3 Theatre 
Glory (13-2). 15 ran. 1!/sl; 2'/al. D Skelton. 
T: £2.25; £1.30, £8.30, £3.20. Ex: £61.90. 
Tc: £283.83. Tf: £396.30. CF: £72.28. 

JACKPOT: £4,921.30 
P/POT: £44.80 Q/POT: £8.90 


WETHERBY 

11.52: 1 NELL’S BELLS Sean Quinlan 
(9-2); 2 Perculator (14-1); 3 Visite 
Officielle (18-1). 8 ran (Queens Rock 10-11 
fav). 1'/:l; 11. D McCain. T: £5.70; £1.50, 
£2.70. Ex: £38.30. Tf: £293.10. CF: £57.77. 

12.27: 1 COURT AT SLIP Mr W 
Easterby (10-1); 2 Beat The Edge (11- 
1); 3 Get Prepared (9-4). 13 ran (Aire 
Valley Lad 9-2 fav). 1°/al; 5/1. T Easterby. 
T: £11.40; £3.20, £4, £3.30. Ex: £127.10. 
Tricast: £1040.54. Trifecta: £1012.90. CF: 
£113.82. NR: Fever Roque. 

1.00: 1 SANTOS BLUE Mr B Sutton (10- 
1); 2 Sporting Mike (7-2); 3 Watergrange 
Jack (18-1). 11 ran (Curley Finger 3-1f). /2l; 
4'/21. D Skelton. T: £11; £3.20, £1.80, £4.50. 
Ex: £55.90. Tricast: £637.74. Trifecta: 
£570.80. CF: £46.35. NR: Maggie Barrett. 

1.35: 1 INTO OVERDRIVE J Hamilton 
‘4-1); 2 Sounds Russian (13-2); 3 Fanion 
D’estruval (15-2). 11 ran (Shan Blue 5-2f). 
Yel; 8Y/al. M Walford. T: £5.10; £1.80, £2.30, 
£250. Ex: £29.20. To: £190.68. Tf: £290.10. 
CF: £30.31. NR: Lostintranslation. 

2.10: 1 RAFFERTY’S RETURN Sean 
Quinlan (9-2); 2 Foster’sisland (14-1); 3 
Tiger Jet (4-1). 9 ran (Thanksforthehelp 
2-1 fav). hd; 6I. R Menzies. T: £4.83; £1.60, 
£2.60, £1.30. 43.60. Tricast: £162.26. 
Trifecta: £108.50. CF: £43.33. NR: One 
True King, Oscar Thyne. Rule 4 applies 
to All Bets, deduct 15p in the £. 


2.45: 1 THE PADDY PIE R Chapman 
(18-1); 2 Karl Philippe (5-2); 3 Amoola 
Gold (16-1). 10 ran (Brief Times 9-4 fav). 
2/sl; 101. Sue Smith. T: £19.40; £3.90, 
£1.50, £4.30. Ex: £92.20. Tricast: £766.57. 
Trifecta: £689.90. CF: £66.02. 

3.20: 1 DANCEWITHTHEWIND E 
Austin (25-1); 2 Brentford Hope (9-4 fav); 
3 Bridge Road (9-1). 14 ran. 1'/al; 11. H 
Graham & G Rutherford. T: £31.90; £6.50 
Ex: £142.80. Tc: £587.23. Tf: £985.70. CF: 
£81.17. NR: Chti Balko, Rob Royal. 

P/POT: £4,878.80 Q/POT: £38.60 


FONTWELL 

11.57: 1 GIVEGA N F Houlihan (4-9 fav); 
2 Rambo T (10-3); 3 Proper Twelve (16- 
1). 13 ran. 51; 141. G L Moore. T: £1.45; £1.10, 
£1.20, £3.50. Ex: £2.70. Trifecta: £13.30. 
CF: £2.24. NR: Puddlesinthepark. 

12.32: 1 SPIKE JONES D Burton (7-2); 
2 Martha Brae (17-2); 3 Prince Des 
Fichaux (10-3). 9 ran (Norton Hill 5-2 fav). 
1/a; 3/al. S Drinkwater. T: £4.70; £1.70, 
£2.40, £1.50. Ex: £38. Tc: £106.41. Tf: 
£132.50. CF: £32.73. NR: Paricolor. 

ai 1 ROSE SEA HAS C Hammond 
(7-2); 2 Clondaw Bertie (14-1); 3 Hatos 
(5-2 fav). 6 ran. 61; 171. Dr R Newland. T: 
£4.50; £1.60, £5.30. Ex: £39.50. Trifecta: 
£128.30. CF: £40.98. 

1.42: 1 YORKSEA N F Houlihan (5-2 
fav); 2 Pyramid Place (15-2); 3 Ray’s 
The One (9-2). 9 ran. 6'/z|; 101. G L Moore. 
T: £3.50; £1.40, £2.40, £1.90. Ex: £25.40. 
Tricast: £81.06. Trifecta: £135.40. CF: 
£22.24. NR: Teddy Blue. 

2.17: 1 POLYPHONIC M Bastyan (3-1); 
2 Aviles (1-2 fav); 3 Lightening Gesture 
(25-1). 8 ran. 101; 201. M Harris. T: £4.10; 
£1.10, £1.10, £4.10. Ex: £5.70. Trifecta: 
£42.60. CF: £5.17. 

2.52: 1 COOLVALLA R Dingle (13-8 fav); 
2 Jeffery’s Cross (85-40); 3 Allardyce 
(20-1). 9 ran. 191; 111. C Gordon. T: £2.63; 
£1.20, £1.30, £3.90. Ex: £6.10. Tricast: 
£48.41. Trifecta: £49.50. CF: £5.78. 

3.27: 1 BLUE SHARK J Brace (5-2 fav); 
2 Kenny George (11-1); 3 Ma Belle Noire 
(4-1). 10 ran. nk; 81. Jonjo O'Neill. T: £3.50; 
£1.60, £2.70, 0. Ex: £32.10. Te: £107.! 
Tf: £151.40. CF: £29.51. NR: Eaton Lady. 

P/POT: £20.20 Q/POT: £7 


HUNTINGDON 

12.05: 1 LOUP DE MAULDE Toby 
Wynne (3-1 jtf); 2 What About Time (8-1); 
3 Monty’s Award (6-1). 8 ran (Grillon De 
Monty 3-1 jtfav). 8/21; 141. R L Llewellyn. T: 
£4; £1.50, £2.20, £1.70. Ex: £23.50. Tricast: 
£127.43. Trifecta: £125.40. CF: £25.15. 

12.40: 1 SUPREME GIFT A Stevens 
(4-1); 2 Butch (13-2); 3 Hurricane Bay (2-1 
fav). 13 ran. 33/d; nk. H Daly. T: £5; £1.60, 
£2.30, £1.30. Ex: £34. Trifecta: £93.40. CF: 
£29.49. NR: Court Cian. 

1.15: 1 CRYSTAL MOON G Sheehan 
(13-8 fav); 2 Largy Nights (7-1); 3 
Getabuck (8-1). 10 ran. 2°/:|; 201. A King. 
T: £2.63; £1.30, £2, £2.60. Ex: £14.80. 
Te: £71.39. Tf: £89.20. CF: £13.49. NR: 
Colemanstown Lad, Counteract. 


1.47: 1 SEELOTMOREBUSINESS Paul 
O'Brien (11-1); 2 Moveit Like Minnie (11-4 
fav); 3 Legal Rights (14-1). 14 ran. 121; 1/a. 
Harry Derham. T: £12; £3.70, £1.70, £4.40. 
Ex: £52.70. Tricast: £448.12. Trifecta: 
£768.70. CF: £41.65. 

2.22: 1 WILLIAM CODY Paul O’Brien 
(9-4f); 2 Icaque De L’isle (11-1); 3 
Smoking Pigeon (7-2). 8 ran. 9'/sl; 2°/sl. P 
Sly. T: £3.25; £1.20, £2.30. Ex: £28.80. Tc: 
£85.25. Tf: £137.90. CF: £26.57. 

2.57: 1 SUPASUNRISE F Lambert (13- 
2); 2 Boys Of Wexford (5-1); 3 Master 
Malcolm (18-1). 10 ran (Bells Of Stamford 
11-4 fav). 1°/:l; 61. N T-Davies. T: £7.50; 
£2.20, £2.10. Ex: £39.10. Tc: £561.99. Tf: 
£367.50. CF: £40. NR: Uberman. 

3.32: 1 BILLY BOI BLUE Lilly Pinchin 
(7-2); 2 Kankin (25-1); 3 Range (13-8 
fav). 13 ran. 2'/2; 1/21. F O’Brien. T: £5.10; 

£1.20. Ex: £120.30. Trifecta: 


95. 
P/ POT: £42.30 Q/POT: £12.30 


MARKET RASEN 

11.55: 1 WEEBILL Daire Davis (8-1); 2 
Emma Lamb (14-1); 3 Captain Jack (5-1). 
9 ran (True Romance 3-1 fav). 1l; 181. O 
Murphy. T: £9; £2.60, £4.20. Ex: £88.70. 
Tc: £613.92. Tf: £601.40. CF: £105.19. 

12.30: 1 CHASING FIRE S Bowen (4-9 
fav); 2 They Call Me Pete (16-1); 3 The 
Wild Westerner (22-1). 10 ran. 161; 4'/ol. 
O Murphy. T: £1.45; £1.10, £3.10, £5. Ex: 
£12.10. Trifecta: £89.80. CF: £9.30. 

1.05: 1 ACCIDENTAL LEGEND C 
Brace (3-1 fav); 2 Fazayte (4-1); 3 Haribo 
Collonges (14-1). 12 ran. ‘al; 1'/al. F 
O'Brien. T: £4; £1.70, £2.10, £3.90. Ex: £20. 
Tricast: £151.10. Trifecta: £203. CF: £16.10. 
NR: Callisto’s King, Diamant Sur Canape, 
Secret Trix, Sorceress Medea. 

1.40: 1 WHISTLEINTHEDARK 
P Cowley (5-1); 2 Betty Baloo (9-2 co 
fav); 3 East Street (9-2 co fav). 9 ran 
(Hometown Hero 9-2 co fav). 131; 2'/al. 
L Morgan. T: £6; £2, £1.80, £1.30. Ex: 
£24.50. Tricast: £106.54. Trifecta: £160.30. 
CF: £27.41. NR: Lady Of The Night. 

2.15: 1 GILBERTINA C Todd (40-1); 2 
Spanish Present (11-2); 3 Malpas (22-1). 
13 ran (Sergeant Wilson 2-1 fav). hd; 15/«|. 
N Kent. T: £43.30; £8.80, £2.30, £5.80. Ex: 
£524.50. Tricast: £5000.02. Trifecta: Not 
won. CF: £247.66. 

2.50: 1 BANGERS AND CASH Luca 
Morgan (7-2 fav); 2 Geryville (14- 1); 3 
Small Present (8-1). 15 ran. 1/4; 1/7. B 
Pauling. T: £4.50; £2.10, £4.90, £3.10. Ex: 
£68.40. Tricast: £385.03. Trifecta: £655.10. 
CF: £52.61. NR: Danilo D’Airy. 

3.25: 1 SAO CARLOS S Bowen (9-4 
fav); 2 Dasher (9-2); 3 Sister Julienne 
(14-1). 8 ran. I; 1/1. O Murphy. T: £3.25; 
£1.10, £1.80, £4. Ex: £14.80. Trifecta: 
£115.30. CF: £12.67. NR: Ebony Spirit. 

P/POT: £143.70 Q/POT: £42.40 


NEWCASTLE 
11.45: 1 SNAKE ROLL A Doyle (4-6 
fav); 2 Vandemere (10-3); 3 Five Dollar 
Fine (50-1). 11 ran. 141; 6'/a1. L Russell. 


T: £1.67; £1.10, £1.40, £7.70. Ex: £3.90. 
Trifecta: £49.60. CF: 
12.15: 1 LONE STAR J Williamson (12- 
1); 2 Coral Blue (12-1); 3 Socks Off (14-1); 
4 Rumble B (25-1). 18 ran (Rockmann 
7-2 fav). 4/4; Wal; °/al. P Kirby. T: £15.10; 
£3.40, £2.60, £3.40, £4.90. Ex: £219. Tc: 
£2069.82. Tf: £1545.60. CF: £142.39. 

12.50: 1 RITSON A Anderson (5-1); 2 
Six One Nine (18-1); 3 Mcgarry (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 91; '/2l. R Menzies. T: £6; £2, £3.40, 
£1.30. Ex: £84.60. Tc: £219.06. Tf: £496.70. 
CF: £81.16. NR: Rocco Storm. 

1.25: 1 CRUZ CONTROL S Sheppard 
(evens fav); 2 Leading Force (10-3); 3 
Blue Fin (7-2). 11 ran. 81; 91. T Lacey. T: 
£2; £1.10, £1.40, £1.70. Ex: £5.30. Trifecta: 
£13.20. CF: £4.85. NR: This Is Bob. 

2.00: 1 SHERIFF GARRETT T Midgley 
(14-1); 2 Salvino (9-2); 3 Operation 
Manna (evensf). 8 ran. 1I; hd. T Easterby. 
T: £15; £2.60, £1.50, £1.10. Ex: £60.90. 
Te: £121.69. Tf: £286.60. CF: £76.43. NR: 
Okavango Delta, Snookered, Velasco. 

2.35: 1 HELTENHAM D England (4-1); 
2 Just Don’t Know (11-2); 3 Heroique 
De Maulde (9-4 fav). 11 ran. 25/«|; °/«l. D 
Skelton. T: £5.60; £1.90, £2, £1.50. Ex: 
£31.60. Tricast: £61.74. Trifecta: £75.40. 
CF: £26.65. NR: Fete Champetre, Son Of 
The Somme. 

3.10: 1 BLUE BALOO R Mania (10-1); 
2 Chalk That Down (10-3); 3 Dont- 
yawantme (10-3); 4 Lunar Glow (20-1). 16 
ran (Lollobrigida 3-1 fav). 1°/4l; 3'/:1; 51. AM 
Thomson. T: £11; £2.70, £1.70, £1.90. Ex: 
£42. Trifecta: £262.90. CF: £38.25. 

P/POT: £17.20 Q/POT: £2.60 


WINCANTON 

12.18: 1 TWEED SKIRT J Bowen 
(15-8 fav); 2 Kissesforkatie (9-2); 3 
Fortunes Melody (5-1). 7 ran. 1°/:l; 91/21. 
N Henderson. T: £2.88; £1.60, £2.30. Ex: 
£9.90. Trifecta: £51.90. CF: £11.47. 

12.53: 1 ENDLESS ESCAPE B R Jones 
(17-2); 2 Porter In The Park (25-1); 3 
Dana’s Gem (12-1). 13 ran (Ahorsewith- 
noname 2-5 fav). 221; 91. Ben Clarke. 
T: £11.70; £2.10, £5.20, £3. Ex: £192.50. 
Trifecta: £3315.20. CF: £176.78. 

1.28: 1 NO HUBS NO HOOBS F 
Gingell (16-1); 2 Sizable Sam (5-2 fav); 3 
Golden Sovereign (11-1). 11 ran. 1'/«; 2'/al. 
Joe Tizzard. T: £18; £4.30, £1.60, £3.20. 
Ex: £81.30. Te: £481.94. Tf: £850.80. CF: 
£57.94. NR: Great D’Ange, High Stakes. 

2.03: 1 HARLEM SOUL Mr G Harney 
(12-1); 2 Huelgoat (7-1); 3 Animal (5-1). 
12 ran (Ede’iffs Elton 3-1 fav). 1; 3'/d. 
Syd Hosie. T: £16.40; £4, £2.10, £2.30. 
Ex: £148.90. Tricast: £486.83. Trifecta: 
£1092.60. CF: £97.33. 

2.38: 1 NO NO TONIC T Bellamy (11- 
1); 2 John Betjeman (22-1); 3 Sambezi 
(12-1); 4 West Orchard (6-1). 16 ran 
(Pachacuti 11-26). 8/1; 4/21; 3:1. M Gillard. 
T: £12; £2.30, £4.80, £3, £2. Ex: £410.10. 
Te: £2955.75. Tf: £1158.60. CF: £239.82. 
-13: 1 STEAL A MARCH J Bowen 
(44 fav); 2 Stellar Magic (11-2); 3 
Barbados Buck’s (9-2). 11 ran. #/sl; 6'/ol. N 


Henderson. T: £5; £1.60, £2.10, £2.10. Ex: 
£25. Tc: £102.76. Tf: £193.90. CF: £26.30. 
3.45: 1 GOLDEN ACE D Noonan (18-1); 
2 Beat The Bat (11-2); 3 Choccabloc 
(10-3); 4 Bentley’s Return (28-1). 17 ran 
(Tinklers Hill 11-4 fav). shd; 101; 2'/i. J 
Scott. T: £20.50; £5.20, £2.40, £2.10. Ex: 
£163. Trifecta: £746. CF: £115.01. 
P/POT: £3,760.20 Q/POT: £85.10 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

1.50: 1 RAINTOWN L Morris (3-1); 2 
Hadley Park (10-3); 3 Uncle (5-2 fav). 
5 ran. 2'/s; 3/al. J S Moore. T: £4; £1.90, 
£1.80. Ex: £12.90. Tf: £39.60. CF: £13.56. 

2.25: 1 CONQUISTADOR W Buick 
(13-8); 2 Radio Goo Goo (6-1); 3 
Megan Moon (11-8 fav). 6 ran. 19/«l; 1//al. 
G Boughey. T: £2.63; £1.30, £2.10. Ex: 
£8.40. Trifecta: £18.50. CF: £11.43. NR: 
Democracy Dilemma, Grace Angel. 

3.00: 1 MUMS TIPPLE S M Levey (9-2); 
2 Exalted Angel (5-1); 3 Lord Of The 
Lodge (10-1). 7 ran (Art Power 6-4 fav). 1/sl; 
hd. R Hannon. T: £5.70; £2.40, £2.50. Ex: 
£25.90. Trifecta: £149. CF: £26.66. 

3.35: 1 WITCH HUNTER Alexander 
Voikhansky (10-1); 2 Spirit Of Nguru (6-1); 
3 Amber Island (40-1). 11 ran (Street Kid 
5-2 fav). 1'/«; Yel. R Hannon. T: £11; £2.40, 
£2.50, £10. Ex: £83.10. Tricast: £2336.35. 
Trifecta: £1988.10. CF: £68.83. 

4.10: 1 CIVIL LAW C Fallon (3-1); 2 
Baldomero (6-1); 3 Via Serendipity (8-1). 
7 ran (Chichester 9-4 fav). hd; nk. R Teal. 
T: £4; £1.90, £2.90. Ex: £21.60. Trifecta: 
£94.20. CF: £21.46. 

4.45: 1 DREAM HARDER C Fallon (5-4 
fav); 2 Busby (7-2); 3 Super Stars (16-1). 
43 ran. 2/4; 1/cl. | Williams. T: £2.25; £1.20, 
£1.70, £3.90. Ex: £8.10. Tricast: £50.15. 
Trifecta: £60.70. CF: £5.20. 

5.20: 1 HAKU L Morris (6-4 fav); 2 
Bugle Major (5-1); 3 Crimson King (5-1). 
8 ran. 1'/2l; nk. M Loughnane. T: £2.50; 
£1.20, £1.40, £1.60. Ex: £8.50. Tricast: 
£27.89. Trifecta: £27.30. CF: £8.60. 

P/POT: £155.30 Q/POT: £33.60 


LEOPARDSTOWN 

12.00: 1 HIGH DEFINITION J J Slevin 
(0), 2 ere (9-2); 3 Parmenion (4-5 
fav); 4 Sign From Above see . 27 ran. 
Yale a al. J P O’Brien. 
€1.70, €1.10. Ex: €50.50. Tf: ai .70. 
€27.60. NR: Ladybank, Leading Flame. 

12.35: 1 DARK RAVEN P Townend 
(evens fav); 2 Doctor Bravo (5-1); 3 
Clonshire River (16-1); 4 So Des Flos 
(25-1). 21 ran. 31; 131; 1°/:1. W P Mullins. T: 
€2; €1.10, €1.80, €3.80. Ex: €8.10. Tf: €57.10. 
€7.05. NR: Coeur d’Or, Hamartia. 

1.10: 1 LOSSIEMOUTH P Townend 
‘4-5 fav); 2 Gala Marceau (3-1); 3 Nusret 
(15-2). 11 ran. 7'/21; 91. W P Mullins. T: €1.80; 
€1.1. Ex: €4.40. Tf: €13.80. CF: €3.49. 

1.45: 1 TULLYPOLE ANNIE G Benson 
(33-1); 2 Brookie (5-1); 3 Low Style (4-1). 
14 ran (Changing The Rules 7-2 fav). 
1; 41. P Flood. T: €50.50; €9.90, €2.20, 
€2.30. Ex: €276.60. Tricast: €845.05. 
TCF: €196.67. NR: Bold Approach, Hey 
Johnny, Mater Matuta, The Four Sixes. 


2.20: 1 SAINT ROI M P Walsh (3-1); 2 
Visionarian (25-1); 3 Fil Dor (8-11 fav). 5 
ran. 2'/«; 7'/2l. WP Mullins. T: €4; €1.60, 
€410. Ex: €42.20. Tf: €81.10. CF: €40.89. 

2.55: 1 FINAL ORDERS K M Donoghue 
(7-2); 2 The Folkes Tiara (5-1); 3 
Halsafari (6-1). 9 ran (Embittered 3-1 
fav). 4l; 71. G Cromwell. T: €4.50; €1.60, 
€1.80, €1.80. Ex: €25.60. Tricast: €104.26. 
Trifecta: €144.20. CF: €22.95. 

3.30: 1 POUR LES FILLES Mr HC 
Swan (4-1); 2 Did | Ask You That (evens 
fav); 3 Bop Bop Bobbin (33-1). 9 ran. nk; 
12I. G Elliott. T: €5; €1.40, €1.10, €4.20. Ex: 
€10.40. Trifecta: €144.30. CF: €8.33. 

PLACEPOT: €39.90 


LIMERICK 

12.25: 1 LUDUS J Gainford (11-4 fav); 2 
Paradise Lost (9-2); 3 Metamorpheus 
(100-1). 13 ran. 21/1; nk. G Elliott. T: €3.75; 
€1.30, €1.10, €19.70. Ex: €4.10. Trifecta: 
€472.30. CF: €16.28. NR: Dubai Clover. 
12.58: 1 FOXY GIRL M P O'Connor 
(7-4); 2 In Excess (11-8 fav); 3 Benaud 
(8-1); 4 Royal Moon (16-1). 18 ran. 41; 9l; 
Vol. H De Bromhead. T: €2.75; €1.20, €1.10. 
Ex: €4.90. Tf: €19.10. CF: €4.76. NR: Birdie 
or Bust, He’s Ultimate, Phils Choice. 

1.3 1 LONGHOUSE POET R 
Doyle (5-1); 2 Bois De Clamart (11-1); 
3 Pinkerton (4-6 fav). 5 ran. 1l; /2l. M 
Brassil. T: €6.60; €2.30, €3.10. Ex: €18. 
Trifecta: €65.40. CF: €45.56. 

2.08: 1 MISSIEE G B Noonan (6-1); 2 
Carrig Carol (11-1); 3 Global Equity (16- 1). 
14 ran ere Warrior 10-3 fav). 2I; 1/1. 
E McCarthy. T: €7; €2.: 0. 
Ex: €72.30. Trica: 
€321.60. CF: €74.09. NR: Breezy Bell. 
2.40: 1 GERRI COLOMBE J Gainford 
(4-5f); 2 Adamantly Chosen (11-1); 3 
Kil-cruit (6-4). 5 ran. 4'/cl; 21. G Elliott. T: 
€1.80; €1.10. Ex: €8. Tf: €12.80. CF: €9.72. 
3.15: 1 BONNIE KELLIE P T Enright 
(5-2 fav); 2 Cahirdown Boy (10-3); 3 
The Eye Of Tulla (11-2). 12 ran. 7I; 2'/21. S 
Curling. T: €3.50; €1.70, €1.10, €1.60. Ex: 
€20.50. Tc: €43.44. Tf: €9.10. CF: €11.50. 
3.50: 1 BOLD REFLECTION Mr A 
Harvey (13-2); 2 Coole Cherry (5-4 fav); 
3 Stage Lady (80-1). 9 ran. 7I; 1"/ol. J 
McConnell. T: €7.50; €2, €1.10, €6.40. Ex: 
€21.40. Trifecta: €545.90. CF: €15.24. 
PLACEPOT: €101.20 


DOWN ROYAL 

11.40: 1 EYE VAN Naill Moore (2-1 fav); 
2 Jimmy Chou Pecos Aa (11-1); 3 Sam 
Magee (9-4); 4 Ottizzini (12-1). 16 ran. 41; 
Wal; 23/«. R P Cody. T: €3; €1.10, €3.10. Ex: 
€24.80. CF: €26.37. NR: Cardamon Hill, 
Moonface, Round The Square. 

12.13: 1 IFIWEREARICHMAN J P 
O'Sullivan (10-1); 2 Mollys Glory (4-1); 3 
Black Bamboo (9-4). 7 ran (Mel Monroe 
6-4 fav). 91/21; /al. P Nolan. T: €13.10; €3.90, 
€2.30. Ex: €77.60. Tf: €138.10. CF: €51.15. 

12.48: 1 KALANISI DUBH Naill 
Moore (20-1); 2 Cave Court (7-2 fav); 3 
Galactica (33-1); 4 Bellaney Gem (15-2). 
16 ran. 3l; 4'/a; 5'/.1. S Fahey. T: €21; €3.50, 


€1.60, €5.20, €1.80. Ex: €148.90. Tricast: 
€2426.16. CF: €92.95. NR: Kanors Girl, So 
Ladylike, Wrecking Ball Paul. 

1.23: 1 INNOVATED C Brassil (16-1); 
2 Salmanino (13-2); 3 Jack In The Box 
(9-2). 10 ran (Chavez 15-8 fav). 31; 1/21. H De 
Bromhead. T: €17.70; €2.40. Ex: €63.70. 

% 34. NR: Champagne Sparkles. 

1.58: 1 HIGHSTREETFASHION P 
M O'Brien (7-1); 2 Walking The Walk 
(11-4); 3 Finnians Row (11-1); 4 Know 
The Game (9-4f). 16 ran. nk; 1°/:; 291. P 
Rooney. T: €8; €1.90, €1.20. Ex: €27.20. 
To: €228.96. Tf: €267.40. CF: €28.88. 

2.33: 1 VAUCELET B O'Neill (2-1); 2 
Dorking Cock (17-2); 3 Coastal Tiep (20- 
1). 8 ran (The Storyteller 11-10 fav). nk; 71. 
DM Christie. T: €3; €1.100. Ex: €12.70. CF: 
€17.22. NR: Brain Power, Singing Banjo. 
3.08: 1 LUCKY LYREEN Mr J Codd (11- 
2); 2 Littlefoot (8-1); 3 Faulty (9-5f). 11 ran. 
ns; 31. G Elliott. T: €6.60; €1.70. Ex: €37.50. 
CF: €49.11. NR: Always Handy, Fathom 
Two, Largy Ray, Onehellofagetaway. 

PLACEPOT: €90.90 


GREYHOUND RETURNS 
PERRY BARR: 11.06 Trendy Breeze 7-4f 
(1-3-5 BAGS F £9.86 TC £18.70). 11.21 No 
Ordinary Man 11-4 (DH 3rd 1-3-2 £17.33 
TC £17.99, 1-3-4 TC £24.18). 11.36 Go Go 
Jo 15-8f (2-6-1 £10.72 TC £25.05). 11.51 
Lakeside Lady 11-10f (2-3-1 £8.45 TC £0.00). 
12.06 Tintown Tiger 7-2 (3-6-1 £30.40 TC 
£81.01). 12.21 Final Mercury 7-4f (1-6- 
3 £10.16 TC £27.86). 12.36 Rathronan Alf 
5-1 (2-5-4 £29.96 TC £77.30). 12.51 Marry 
Me Juliet 6-4f (4-5-6 £7.96 TC £25.87). 1.06 
Harton Larry 9-2 (3-2-6 £14.68 TC £49.20). 
1.21 Hello Patch 2-1f (1-2-6 £9.45 TC £29.96). 
1.36 Tegan Is Boss 7-4f (5-2-4 £9.95). 1.51 
Sahara Merlin 9-4f (2-1-4 £14.80 TC £44.57). 
HNOTTINGHAM: 11.13 Sonny 4-1 (1-5-6 
BAGS F £32.54 TC £74.22). 11.28 Harwell 
Silver 6-4f (4-6-2 £8.93 TC £18.27). 11.43 
Toryview Diva 8-1 (1-2-4 £39.10 TC £97.87). 
11.58 Masonmonkeymac 9-4 (6-5-4 £14.34 
TC £30.71). 12.13 Roddicks Blue 3-1 (1-2-4 
£18.89 TC £82.17). 12.28 Nelsons County 
9-4f (6-1-2 £10.21 TC £0.00). 12.43 Honour 
Fatherted 5-1 (4-3-1 £26.93 TC £109.87). 
12.58 Ballinakill Jade 10-1 (1-3-4 £57.69 TC 
£249.00). 1.13 West Bank Ruby 15-8f (4-1-5 
£10.45 TC £32.53). 1.28 Illusive Amy 5-2 
(6-2-3 £15.59 TC £65.11). 1.44 Three of Use 
6-1 (4-5-6 £36.23 TC £129.66). 1.59 Kilara 
Scottie 11-8f (1-3-5 £7.23 TC £25.07). 
MSHEFFIELD: 12.20 Darver Forever 
11-8f (3-1-2 BAGS F £7.24 TC £20.94). 
12.40 Easy Impact 4-6f (1-4-2 £2.94). 
1.00 Lightfoot Agnes 11-10f (2-5-1 £4.47 
TC £0.00). 1.20 Distant Puma 7-4f (4-1-5 
£7.90). 1.40 Jumeirah Jimmy 9-2 (1-3- 
2 £19.29 TC £0.00). 2.04 Confey Charm 
7-2 (5-2-3 £10.77 TC £40.84). 2.19 Belles 
Jade 3-1 (5-2-4 £14.91 TC £29.68). 2.36 
Mystical Sofia 7-2 (3-6-5 £9.37 TC £22.77). 
2.54 Inca Starlet 4-1 (6-3-1 £11.42). 
3.09 Hazelhill Eyes 7-2 (4-1-2 £17.12 TC 
£43.30). 3.26 Ballymac Archer 8-1 (1-5-3 
£44.87 TC £75.50). 3.44 Distant Prince 
11-8 (5-1-3 £2.95 TC £0.00). 4.04 Derby 
Myles 4-1 (6-4-2 £10.02 TC £17.15). 4.23 
Geelo Vera 11-10f (2-4-1 £4.69 TC £8.10). 
4.43 Sandwood Jet 4-1 (1-6-2 £15.46 TC 
£74.82). 5.03 Emoskis Girl 7-4f (1-6-2 
£10.04 TC £29.45). 5.22 Lightfoot Krafth 
2-1 (5-2-3 £5.62 TC £9.04). 
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LEICESTEY...seseesessseeee 
Newcastle... 3 


By GRAHAM HILL 


EDDIE HOWE ended their 
Boxing Day jinx — as Chris 
Wood claimed Newcastle’s 
quality is ‘scary’. 

Wood’s penalty kick-started their 
rout at Leicester to lift Toon up to 
second and give Howe his first Premier 
League win as a boss on December 26 
— at the eighth attempt. 

And no Prem club has a_ worse 
Boxing Day record than Toon, who 
have lost 15 games. 

But Wood’s penalty, plus goals from 
Miguel Almiron and Joelinton, ensured 
there was no Christmas hangover. 

New Zealander Wood was standing in oi S 
for England striker Callum Wilson, who : HAVING A BALL . . .Joelinton 
was ill. hails his goal as his Newcastle 


Asked about Toon fans singing, “We're | <a team-mates join in the celebrations 
going to win the league’, Wood said: 


“It’s way too early to be even thinking 
Turn to Page 3 
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Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


NEWCASTLE went 2-0 up against Leicester 
inside seven minutes — the earliest they 
have been 2-0 up in a Prem game since 
January 2007 (seventh minute v Aston Villa). 


PREMIER LEAGUE > 


THE WEEK AHEAD >> 


(7.45 unless stated) 


TODAY 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Chelsea v Bournemouti 
Man Utd v Nottm Forest .0 

SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Burnley v Birmingham. 8.0 


Reading v Swansea .... 5.15, 
SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Bolton v Derby... 3.0 


SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 
Leyton Orient v Stevenage.12.30 
THE PITCHING IN  ISTHMIAN 
PREMIER - Corinthian Casuals v 
Aveley (1.0). 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN 
PREMIER CENTRAL - Coalville Tn v 
Barwell (1.0). 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN 
PREMIER SOUTH - Beaconsfield Tn 
v Bracknell Tn. 


TOMORROW 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Leeds v Man City... 


CINCH SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP 
Dundee Utd v Ross County.. 
Hibernian v Celtic 
iimarnock v Abel 
Livingston v St Mirren 
Rangers v Motherwel 
St Johnstone v Hearts. 


THURSDAY 


SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Blackburn v Middlesbrough .. 
Blackpool v Sheff Utd. 
Coventry v Cardiff 
Huddersfield v Rotherham 
Millwall v Bristol City 
QPR v Luton... 
West Brom v Preston. 
Wigan v Sunderlant 


SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Barnsley v Fleetwood Town .. 
Bristol Rovers v Exeter. 
Forest Green v Burton Albion 
Morecambe v Accrington 
Oxford Utd v Chariton. 
Peterborough v MK Don: 
Plymouth v Wycombe .. 
Portsmouth v Ipswich... 
Sheff Wed v Port Vale .. 
Shrewsbury v Cheltenham 


SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 
Barrow v Tranmere... 
Bradford v Harrogate Town. 
Colchester v AFC Wimbledon. 
Crewe v Carlisle .. 
Doncaster v Rochdal 
Grimsby v Salford City. 
Hartlepool v Mansfield 
Northampton v Swindo! 
Sutton Utd v Gillingham.. 
Walsall v Stockport County 
VANARAMA SOUTH - Bath City v 
Worthing (3.0), Braintree Tn v Chip- 
penham (3.0). 


FRIDAY 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Liverpool v Leicester. 
West Ham v Brentford 


SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Birmingham v Hul 
Norwich v Reading 
Stoke v Burnley ... 
Swansea v Watford. 


SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Derby v Cambridge Utd 
Lincoln City v Bolton... 


SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 

Newport County v Leyton Orient 
Stevenage v Crawley Town ... 
VANARAMA SOUTH - Taunton Tn 
Weymouth. 
JD CYMRU PREMIER - Bala Tn v 
Caernarfon Tn, Cardiff Met Uni 
v Penybont, Newtown v Aberys- 
twyth Tn (5.45). 


(3.0 unless stated) 


NEW YEARS EVE — 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Bournemouth v Crystal Palace ... 
Brighton v Arsenal 5.30 
Fulham v Southamp' 
Man City v Everton. 
Newcastle v Leeds. 
Wolves v Man Utd 2.30 
CINCH LEAGUE ONE - Alloa v Kelty 
Hearts (1.0), Queen of South v 
Clyde. 

CINCH LEAGUE TWO - Albion v Dum- 
barton (1.0), Stirling v Stenhouse- 
muir. 

JD CYMRU PREMIER - Airbus UK 
Broughton v The New Saints FC 
(2.30), Flint Tn United v Connah's 
Quay Nomads (2.30), Haverfordw- 
est County v Pontypridd Utd (2.30). 


NEW YEARS DAY 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Nottm Forest v Chelsea. 
Tottenham v Aston Vi 


SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Blackburn v Cardiff. 12.0 
Blackpool v Sunder! 
Coventry v Bristol City 
Huddersfield v Luton 
Millwall v Rotherham. 


SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Bristol Rovers v Cheltenham 
Forest Green v Port Vale 
Morecambe v Burton Albion 
Oxford Utd v Exeter... 
Peterborough v Wycombe.. 
Plymouth v MK Dons.. 
Portsmouth v Chariton 
Shrewsbury v Fleetwood Town 


SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 
Bradford v Salford City 
Colchester v Swindon 
Crewe v Tranmere. 
Doncaster v Carlisle 
Grimsby v Stockpor 
Hartlepool v Harrogate Town 
Sutton Utd v AFC Wimbledon 
Walsall v Mansfield..... 


VANARAMA NATIONAL - Bromley 
v Southend, Chesterfield v Scun- 
thorpe, Eastleigh v Dorking Wan- 
derers, FC Halifax v Altrincham, 
Maidenhead Utd v Wealdstone, 
Oldham v Notts County, Woking v 
Aldershot, Yeovil v Torquay. 
VANARAMA NORTH - Banbury Utd 
v Brackley (12.0), Buxton v Alfre- 
ton Tn, Chester FC v AFC Telford, 
Chorley v AFC Fylde, Farsley Celtic 
v Bradford P A (1.0), Gloucester 
v Leamington, Kettering v Peter- 
borough Sports, Kidderminster v 
Hereford FC, King's Lynn Tn v Bo- 
ston Utd, Spennymoor Tn v Blyth 
Spartans. 

VANARAMA SOUTH - Braintree Tn 
v Chelmsford, Chippenham v Bath 
City, Concord Rangers v Cheshunt, 
Dartford v Ebbsfleet United, Dover 
v Dulwich, Eastbourne Borough v 
Havant and W, Farnborough v Hun- 
gerford Tn (1.0), Hampton & Rich- 
mond v Worthing, Slough v Oxford 
City (1.0), St Albans v Hemel Hemp- 
stead, Welling v Tonbridge Angels. 


MONDAY 2ND JAN 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Brentford v Liverpool 


SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 
Birmingham v Middlesbrough.. 
Norwich v Watford 


Swansea v Burnley 
West Brom v Readi 
Wigan v Hull .. 


SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 
Barnsley v Bolton... 
Derby v Accrington 
Lincoin City v ipswic! 
Sheff Wed v Cambridge Utd. 


SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 
Barrow v Rochdale... 
Newport County v Crawley 
Northampton v Leyton Orient. 
Stevenage v Gillingham... 


CINCH SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP 
Aberdeen v Ross County 
Hearts v Hibernian 
‘ilmarnock v St Mirren 
ingston v Motherwe! 
Rangers v Celtic. 
St Johnstone v Dundee Ut 
CINCH CHAMPIONSHIP - Dundee 
v Arbroath, Hamilton v Raith, In- 
verness CT v Cove Rangers, Morton 
v Ayr, Queen's Park v Partick. 
CINCH LEAGUE ONE - Airdriconi- 
ans v FC Edinburgh, Dunfermline v 
Falkirk, Peterhead v Montrose. 
CINCH LEAGUE TWO - Forfar v Elgin. 
VANARAMA NATIONAL - Boreham 
Wood v Barnet, Gateshead v York, 
Maidstone Utd v Dag & Red, Solihull 
Moors v Wrexham. 

VANARAMA NORTH - Scarborough 
Athletic v Darlington (1.0), South- 
Port v Curzon Ashton. 

THE PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN 
PREMIER - Aveley v Canvey Island, 
Bowers & Pitsea v Billericay (2.0), 
Brightlingsea Regent v_ Bishop's 
Stortford (1.0), Cray Wanderers 
v Herne Bay, Folkestone Invicta v 
Margate, Haringey Borough v En- 
field Town (1.0), Hornchurch v Car- 
shalton Ath, Horsham v Hastings 
Utd, Kingstonian v Corinthian Casu- 
als, Lewes v Bognor Regis Tn, Pot- 
ters Bar Tn v Wingate & Finchley. 
THE PITCHING IN NORTHERN 
PREMIER - Ashton Utd v Hyde Utd, 
Atherton Colli v_ Lancaster 
City, Bamber Bridge v Guiseley, 
Belper Tn v Stafford Rangers (1.0), 
Gainsborough Trinity v Matlock Tn, 
Marine v Warrington Rylands, Mor- 
peth Tn v South Shields, Nantwich 
Tn v Warrington Tn, Radcliffe v FC 
United of Manchester, Stalybridge 
Celtic v Liversedge, Whitby Tn v 
Marske Utd. 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN 
PREMIER CENTRAL - AFC Rushden 
& Diamonds v St Ives Tn, Barwell 
v Rushall Olympic, Basford Utd 
v Coalville Tn (1.0), Bromsgrove 
Sporting v Stratford Tn, Hednes- 
ford Tn v Nuneaton Borough, Kings 
Langley v Leiston (1.0), Mickleover 
v Ilkeston Tn, Needham Market 
v Hitchin Tn (2.0), Redditch Utd v 
Stourbridge, Royston Tn v Bedford 
Tn (1.0), Tamworth v Alvechurch 
(2.0). 

THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN 
PREMIER SOUTH - Bracknell Tn 
v Hartley Wintney, Dorchester 
Tn v Yate Tn, Gosport Borough 
v Winchester City, Hanwell Tn v 
Beaconsfield Tn (1.30), Hayes & 
Yeading Utd v Harrow Borough, 
Merthyr Tn v Swindon Supermar- 
ine, Met Police v Hendon, North 
Leigh v Chesham Utd (1.0), Salisbury 
FC v Poole Tn, Truro City v Tiverton 
Tn, Weston-S-Mare v Plymouth 
Parkway. 


(7.45 unless stated) 


2.30 


TUESDAY 3RD JAN “= 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Arsenal v Newcastle 
Everton v Brighton 
Leicester v Fulham 
Man Utd v Bournemouth. 8.0 
JD CYMRU PREMIER - Caernarfon 
Tn v The New Saints FC, Penybont 
v Airbus UK Broughton, Pontypridd 
Utd v Bala Tn. 

(7.45 unless stated) 


WEDNESDAY 4TH JAN 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aston Villa v Wolves. 
Crystal Palace v Totten! 
Leeds v West Ham... 
Southampton v Nottm Forest 7.30 
THE ISUZU FA TROPHY THIRD 
ROUND - Chelmsford v Wealdstone 
(7.30). 


THURSDAY 5TH JAN 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Chelsea v Man City ... 


8.0 


TSNOT 


| NEWCASTLE'S : 
MOST TOP-FLIGHT 
POINTS AFTER 16 
LEAGUE GAMES mS 
Points Final pos _ 
39: 2nd 
35: Ist 
34 6th 


[Season 
1995-96 
*1904-05 
1994-95. 


*Converted 2pts to 3pts for a win 


LEICESTER have lost seven of their last nine 


league games on Boxing Day (W1 D1) — 
conceding 15 goals in their last four 
matches combined. 


gS 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


PREMIER LEAGUE FASTEST & LATEST GOALS 


FASTEST - Chris Wood (Newcastle) 2m 36s 


LATEST - Rayan 


Nouri (Wolves) 94m 4s 


Leicester...............0 
Newcastle...........0 


Wood 3 (pen); Almiron 7; Joelinton 32 


By JACK ROSSER 


MANCHESTER CITY might 
not be the only ones that 
Arsenal have to worry about 


threatening their top spot. 

That is certainly the case if 
you listen to Newcastle fans, 
who spent their Boxing Day 
singing about their mighty 
Magpies lifting the title. 

It may be a Christmas wish too 
many but, on the evidence of this 
thumping victory over Leicester, you 
cannot deny them the dream in this 
most bizarre of seasons, as Eddie 
Howe’s side moved above the champi- 
ons and into second. 

These were two of the form teams 
heading into the World Cup break six 
weeks ago. 

It appears one used their time off 
better than the other. 

The travelling Toon started as if 
they had never been away, while the 
feeble Foxes do not appear to be 
back just yet. 

Howe’s_ entertainers had Leicester 
beaten after just seven minutes. 

Stand-in striker Chris Wood opened 
the scoring from the spot on three 
minutes and the Magpies’ new super- 
star, Miguel Almiron, all but sealed a 
sixth straight Prem win with his ice- 
cool finish four minutes later. 

Joelinton made it three just after 
the half-hour mark to truly spark 
talk of title triumphs in the away end. 

The Foxes, though, looked like the 
team which started the season head- 
ing for a relegation battle rather than 
the slick side which had entered the 
break on the up. 

As well as lacking fight and desire, 
Leicester were also without James 
Maddison, forced to wait for his Prem 
return due to a knee injury picked up 
on the eve of the World Cup. 

Meanwhile, Callum Wilson was a 
surprise absentee through illness for 
the visitors, who are still unable to 
call on £60million summer signing 
Alexander Isak after his thigh injury. 
Wood banished any doubts over 


> 


9 Chris Wood tucks in Toon’s early penalty 


whether he would be up to the task 
by blasting his spot-kick straight 
down the middle past Danny Ward. 

The penalty no doubt bettered any 
present Howe unwrapped on Christ- 
mas Day. 

Daniel Amartey, who before the 
break had forged a fine partnership 
with Wout Faes, had almost sent 
Joelinton skyward as his attempted 
clearance caught the Brazilian instead 
of the ball just inside the box. 

The return of defensive frailties to 
the King Power was just one of a 
number of huge steps in the wrong 
direction on show here. 

No sooner had Ward fished Wood’s 
penalty out of the back of his net, he 
was back there again — this time 
undone by some Miggy magic. 

Almiron had seven Prem goals in 
his last eight games before the break 
and looks even sharper thanks to six 
weeks resting up. 

The Paraguay international, trans- 
formed under boss Howe in the last 
few months, collected a floated ball 
down the right from Kieran Trippier 
and got to work. 

Almiron drove forward, drifted 
inside and exchanged a swift one-two 
with Bruno Guimaraes before slipping 
between two blue shirts and dumb- 
founding Ward with a cool, low finish 
into the bottom left. 

With Maddison watching from the 


— = TT ae may = 


stands in a puffer jacket and woolly 
hat, the creative burden was on acad- 
emy graduate Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall. 

And the midfielder almost unlocked 
the black and white defence with a 
deft ball in behind for Patson Daka. 

The striker rushed forward, only for 
Nick Pope to get there first. 

Pope’s block cannoned back off 
Daka and towards the goal but Toon 
summer signing Sven Botman slid 
across to clear just in time. 

After a brief flirtation with trying 
to get back into this game, the Foxes 
were soon trudging back to the half- 
way line, heads bowed having shot 
themselves in the foot again. 

Set-pieces were an Achilles heel for 
the Foxes at the start of the campaign 
and appear to be a problem once 
more. 

Boubakary Soumare put up nothing 
in the way of a fight as Joelinton rose 
highest from Trippier’s out-swinging 
corner to crash home just his second 
goal of the season. 

The Foxes had dished out ‘honesty 
flags’ to fans to get the Boxing Day 
atmosphere going before kick-off. 

The honesty part, apparently, 
reflected the fact the club would like 
them left behind after the game for 
further use. They need not have wor- 
ried about any home fans wanting a 
memento from this. 


Boss Brendan Rodgers sent on 


THREE ’N EASY - 


veteran striker Jamie Vardy, 35, at the 
break, but their fate was long sealed. 

Aside from a slight scare when a 
Botman clearance hit Dan Burn and 
only just slipped wide of Pope’s goal, 
Newcastle eased through to full-time, 
serenaded by the Toon Army. 

The home end was silent through- 
out and half empty by the end. 

Rodgers had worked so hard before 
the break to get his side back on 
track following a disastrous start. 

Having had no real backing in the 
summer window, Rodgers had got a 
grip of his squad on the training 
ground — but they appeared to have 
orgotten everything he had told them 
on what was his 300th game as a 
Premier League boss. 

The ex-Liverpool manager is hope- 
ful of adding a left-back and a right 
winger in the January market. And he 
will likely need them if they are to 
avoid a slump back to the sorry days 
of the opening weeks of this season 
which saw them rooted to the bottom. 

HOW THEY LINED UP 
LEICESTER: Ward, Castagne, Amartey, Faes, Thomas, 
Tielemans, Soumare (Ndidi 72), Praet (Perez 17), Dewsbury- 
Hall, Barnes (Iheanacho 71), 
Daka (Vardy 45). 
NEWCASTLE: Pope, Trip- 
pier, Schar, Botman, Burn, 
S Longstaff (Anderson 90), 
Bruno, Willock (Murphy 84); 


Almiron (Saint-Maximin 83), 
Wood (Ritchie — 88), 
Joelinton. 


- - Joelinton powers Newcastle’s third 
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in association with 


XMAS 


From Page 1 
about that — but they 
can dream. 
“They’re enjoying it 


~~ and we want to put on 


» a show for them. It’s 
a great start. 
“The manager has 
revitalised it. 

“The big thing when he 
came in was he needed to 
change the character in 
the dressing room, the 
camaraderie we have and 
he’s brought in some 
fantastic players. 

“He’s done a fantastic 
job and hopefully we can 
keep it going and he can 
bring more to us.” 

Brazil midfield star 
Bruno Guimaraes was 
instrumental in another 
supreme’ display from 
Howe’s high-fliers. 

Wood added: “He’s qual- 
ity. And his quality is 
becoming our normal — 
which is scary because he 
is that good. 

“We’re thankful to have 
him and he’s a_ real 
difference-maker.” 

Toon’s second goal was 
a beauty with Guimaraes 
assisting Almiron. 

It was the Paraguayan’s 
ninth goal in 16 Prem 
games this season — 
having scored nine in 110 
before that. 

Guimaraes said: “Me 
and Miggy is a big combi- 
nation. Miggy and the 
group deserve it a lot. 

“What is happening in 
our life, we are really 
living our dreams. ’'m so 
happy for the boys, the 
gaffer and myself. We are 
doing very well. 

“I enjoyed it a lot. It 
was a big game for us. It’s 
a gift for the fans — they 
always make a difference 
for us.” 

Howe said: “I want the 
fans to believe we can do 
anything. To win six in a 
row is incredibly difficult 
— so the mentality has to 
be spot on. 

“Il want to produce a 
team that has the mental- 
ity that they’re always 
looking to score. 

“The fact we scored 
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CALLING THE TOON 
...- Almiron slots home to 
- double Newcastle’s lead 


three here is a great thing 
and should give the team 
confidence.” 

Leicester boss Brendan 
Rodgers reckons Newcas- 
2 tle have every chance to 
* 4 be title challengers this 
season. 

He said: “They’ve obvi- 
ously got that hunger 
there with a _ point to 
prove. 

“You make a great start 
and that gives you the 
freedom that you can stay 
there. 

“There’s no reason why 
they can’t be in it if they 
can make the squad 
stronger in January. 

“With the home support 
and the fanatical fanbase, 
they’re going to have a 
great chance.” 

But he slammed his own 
» team’s mentality. 

7 He said: “The one thing 
you need to have is the 
right attitude and commit- 
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STATS 
|_Leicesier 9 Newcastle | 


8 Shots 12 
2 Shots on target 5 


60% Possession 40% 


564 Passes 370 _ ment, especially at the 
¥ 
(| i if start of games. 
25 Touches in opposition box 22 MPa ecane  reaRbih Ours 
5 Corners 5 just wasn’t there. 
’ ( “It’s all about mentality. 
- 9 Fouls conceded 6 4) ‘ You cannot win games 
0 Yellow cards ide | unless you defend prop- 
erly and defend with a 
0 Red cards strong mentality. We 
sete . didn’t do that.” 
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TOTTENHAM have conceded the opening goal 
in each of their last six Prem matches — their 
longest run of conceding first in the competition 
since April 2014 under Tim Sherwood (also six). 
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By TOM BARCLAY 


THIS was a short story 
of two strikers going 
some way to exorcising 
their respective World 


_ Cup demons. 

: Harry Kane may _ never 
=—==~ really get over ballooning that 
—™ penalty against France in 
_—» England’s quarter-final loss. 
. But instantly getting back 
on the horse here with an 
“instinctive header to spark 

Spurs’ comeback will have 

helped ease the pain. 

Ivan Toney’s problems 
could amount to much more 
than being left out of Gareth 
Southgate’s Qatar party, given 
his FA charge for 262 alleged 
breaches of betting regulations. 

If found guilty, he could face a 
long ban. Yet bigger teams may 
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TOTTENHAM were incredibly 
unlucky not to be awarded a 
clear penalty when Harry Kane 
was wrestled to the ground by 
Ben Mee. 

The Brentford defender fails 
to play the ball and has pulled 
down the Spurs striker in the 
second half. 

Referee David Coote may 
have not had a good view but 
that is when you want VAR to 
step in and help you. 

Had the penalty been given 
to Kane — with the score 1-0 
to the home side — it would 
have not been overturned. 

PGMOL have said they did 


f if f t 


The whisHeblower 
not think it was a clear and 
obvious on-field error by Coote. 

New referee chief Howard 
Webb will need to define what 
is exactly clear and obvious 
going forward. 

The lack of leadership and 
direction from the previous 
regime has led to too many 
inconsistencies in what is being 
reviewed and what is not. 


& 
Ss 
- 


oon ee es a Se Se ts me 


Ne ee a ee A a, 


A 


Brentford..........2 


Janelt 15; Toney 54 


Tottenham.......2 


Kane 65; Hojbjerg 71 


well still fancy a punt on the 
26-year-old once the saga is put 
behind him because he is such a 
good player, as he proved again. 
After netting a double in the 
Bees’ famous win at Manchester 
City before the break, he was 
on the scoresheet here — adding 
to Vitaly Janelt’s opener. 
Thomas Frank looked to be 
cruising to another big-boy scalp 
two days after signing a fresh 
five-year deal as Brentford boss. 
But Kane's’ record TENTH 
Premier League goal on Boxing 
Day got Antonio Conte’s men 


y 
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back in it. Then Pierre-Emile 
Hojbjerg (left) set up a thrilling 
finish with a well-taken leveller 
as Tottenham once more fought 
back after falling behind. 

It may be six weeks on from 
their last competitive game — a 
4-3 victory over Leeds — but lit- 
tle seems to have changed when 
it comes to Spurs’ slow starts. 

This was the NINTH match in 
a row they conceded the first 
goal and fifth on the trot they 
were trailing at the break. 

Yet Conte’s men did not start 
too badly and Kane looked like 
a man on a mission to impress. 

When Son Heung-min was 
chopped down by Ben Mee on 
the edge of the area, Kane 
instantly grabbed the ball for 
the free-kick. 

That was despite failing to 
convert his previous 48 free-kick 
attempts in a surprisingly poor 


A / 
W 
if 


run for the great striker. That 
was extended to 49, although it 
was much better than his last 
set-piece — that skied spot-kick 
against Les Bleus — and may 
well have been going in were it 
not for nicking off the edge of 
the wall. 


Then’ Brentford made _ the 
breakthrough, almost out of 
nothing... 


Toney sparked it with a clever 
flicked header down the left to 
Bryan Mbeumo, whose floated 
cross was met by Mathias Jensen. 

The Dane’s 15th-minute shot 
was not particularly powerful. 

But Fraser Forster — starting 
ahead of defeated Qatar finalist 
Hugo Lloris, who only returned 
to Spurs training on Christmas 
Day — was weak with his 
attempted save, which rebounded 
to Janelt who could not miss. 

Toney had the ball in the net 


just before the break, cleanly 
rounding Forster and converting, 
but it was ruled out for offside. 

Yet he only had to wait nine 
minutes after the interval to 
notch a goal that Eric Dier will 
not want to watch back. 

The England defender grimaced 
as he sliced a routine clearance 
out for a corner. 

Christian Norgaard flicked on 
the resulting set-piece and there 
was Toney to fire in the loose 
ball from six yards. 

Given what both Kane and 
Toney have been through of late, 
they had to expect a bit of 
taunting from the crowd. 

So it came when a section of 
home fans cruelly told Kane he 
had “let his country down”. 

That sparked boos from the 
travelling supporters, who asked 
Toney, “What are the odds?” and 
informed the former Newcastle 
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BRENTFORD are winless in their last 14 
meetings with Tottenham in all 
competitions (D5 L9), since a 2-0 home 
win in the second tier in March 1948. 


IVAN TONEY became the first English player to 
register 30 goal involvements (23 goals, 7 assists) 
in his first 50 Premier League appearances since 
Jamie Vardy in 2015 (also 30). 


: HARRY'S 32 BEST PREM SCORING RECORDS 4 
> "Male" AGAINST TEAMS FACED 
a ed, a Se, ae OUT OF 32 (Minimum: Two teams or more and scored against) 


—s SEE 


"MATCH 
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| HARRY KANE has now Teams ee gis » 
d inst all 32 

Brentfor V ttenham a / 4 & VA. ¥ teams that he's faced in Harry Kane 32 32 100% 

a9 Shots 16 ~ ot the, Prem ova ne best (rs 34 97% 


39% Possession 61% —F 
330 Passes 506 ce q 
Touches in opposition box 24 a 
| 6 Corners 5 
fl 11 Fouls conceded 10 


Yellow cards 
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Toney: It 
is painful 


By TOM BARCLAY 


IVAN TONEY aims to move 
on from his “painful’’ 
World Cup omission. 

Gareth Southgate left 
the Brentford striker out 
of his Qatar squad. 

In-form Toney netted his 
11th Premier League goal 
of the season in their 
draw with Tottenham. 

The forward, 26, said: 
“Obviously it was painful 
not getting picked in the 
squad — but that’s life. 

“The more you dwell 
on it, the more it’s going 
to hurt you. Just focus on 
what’s coming next.” 

Toney was excellent in 
the topsy-turvy showdown 
with Tottenham. 

It was even’ more 
impressive given he was 
playing while being probed 
by the FA over 262 alleged 
breaches of betting rules 
— which could land him 
a hefty ban if found guilty. 

Bees boss Thomas 
Frank was at a loss to 
explain how his striker 
can perform so well given 
his off-the-field issues. 

Frank said: “I wish | 
knew because I’d bottle it 
up and sell it for a lot of 
money and be very rich! 

“He is very special. 
Unbelievable character 
and mentality, and ability 
to stay focused and with 
his drive to win. His 
performance was, ‘Wow’.” 


man that he was “getting sacked scores were level, thanks to heading against the crossbar. In 
in the morning”. Hojbjerg’s fifth of the season. the end, the points were shared 

Conte was staring down the Kane, Hojbjerg and Dejan — with Kane and Toney picking 
barrel of a fourth defeat in six Kulusevski conjured a neat up as if nothing had happened 


league games. But, then again, 
his side can never be written off 
as they have so often dug them- 
selves out of holes this season. 

So it proved again, with 
Kane grabbing one back on 65 
minutes. Clement Lenglet fired 
in a brilliant cross but the 
header was even better. 

England’s 53-goal joint-record 
scorer fought off Mee and 
guided the ball back towards the 
far corner, giving David Raya no 
chance whatsoever. 

It clinched him yet another 
record by_ reaching double 
figures for Boxing Day Premier 
League strikes and moved him 
to within four of Jimmy Greaves’ 
unbeaten haul of 266 Spurs 
goals. Six minutes later the 


move before the latter teed up 
Hojbjerg to lash home. 

Toney hoped he would have a 
penalty to win it late on when 
Mbeumo went down in the box. 

But ref David Coote spotted 
the Cameroonian’s shocking dive 
and rightly awarded a free-kick 
as well as a yellow card. Kane 
almost won it at the death when 
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over the last 44 days. 

And hailing his talisman Kane, 
Spurs chief Conte said: “I have 
zero doubt about his quality, 
mentality, the way he approaches 
every game and training session. 

“If you are strong mentally, 
there is a moment you must put 
to one side a_ negative situation 
and move on. Harry did this. 

“We are talking about a really 
good player and good person. 
Our fans and fans of other teams 
should clap him every time.” 

HOW THEY LINED UP 
BRENTFORD: Raya, M Jorgensen, Pinnock, Mee, 
Roerslev, Jensen (Ghoddos 67), Norgaard (Dasilva 
82), Janelt, Henry, Mbeumo (Wissa 82), Toney. 
Booked: Jensen, Mbeumo, Toney. 

TOTTENHAM: Forster, Tanganga (Sanchez 67), Dier, 
Lenglet (Davies 90), Doherty, Bissouma, Hojbjerg, 
Perisic, Kulusevski, Kane, Son. Booked: Bissouma. 
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HEADS UP... 
Mitrovic nods in 
the late third 
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MARCO SILVA dedicated this 
London derby win to the late 
Fulham legend George Cohen. 
The former right-back, who 
died last Friday at 83, was an 
England 1966 World Cup winner. 
He made 459 appearances in 
13 years for the Cottagers. 
Boss Silva said: “George is 
one of, if not the greatest player 
from our football club ever. 
“Everything he did for our 
football club was unbelievable. 
“| think the way we _ per- 
formed, fought and played, it 
was the best way and I think at 


Man Utd v Nottingham Forest 


8:00pm | Live on Amazon Prime 


MinRO Anthony Martial 


this moment he is proud.” Silva 
also praised striker Aleksandar 
Mitrovic, who returned from the 
World Cup to star. 

The Fulham boss said: “Some- 
times even if he is playing at 80 
per cent of his capacity, he is a 
key player for us.” 

Palace boss Patrick Vieira, 
who lost Tyrick Mitchell and 
Mark Tomkins to red cards, said: 
“The two dismissals didn’t help 
us but outside of those two situ- 
ations, the performance from 
the first minute let us down. We 
just didn’t compete at all.” 


PALACE picked up two red cards in a Prem game 
for the first time and are only the third side to see 
two of their players sent off on Boxing Day in the PL 
after Chelsea-Villa (2007) & Stoke-Newcastle (2013). 


Cohen top Marc 


Vi AGIG to score first 


Aleks;torments;em 


By ROB MAUL 


TRUST Aleksandar Mitrovic to 
grab the headlines once again 
— he was never going to 
make a quiet Prem return. 

The Fulham frontman scored 
twice in Qatar but his Serbia 
finished bottom of Group G with 
one just point. 

But there was no World Cup 
hangover while even an ongoing 
ankle injury could not deter him. 

After passing a late fitness test, 
he picked up where he left off, 
scoring once and providing two 
assists to earn a_ congratulatory 
bear hug off boss Marco Silva. 

It was his altercation with James 
Tomkins in a pivotal moment on 57 
minutes that resulted in the 
defender seeing red. 

Left-back yrick Mitchell had 
already been sent off in the first 
half and once Palace were down to 
NINE MEN, it was one-way traffic 
as Fulham _leapfrogged West 
London rivals Chelsea in the table. 

Before kick-off there was huge 
applause from both sets of fans for 
George Cohen, the Fulham legend 
and England 1966 World Cup win- 
ner, who died last Friday aged 83. 

In honour, Cottagers had ‘Cohen’ 
on the backs of their tracksuits. 

Anybody experiencing a_ post- 
Christmas Day slumber would have 
been woken up by Andreas Per- 
eira’s magnificent 30-yard free-kick 
that was brilliantly saved by Palace 
goalkeeper Vicente Guaita. 

Eagles’ best chance came in the 
25th minute when Jordan Ayew’s 
shot hit the bar. 

Fulham went ahead on 31 min- 
utes. Mitrovic’s cross saw Bobby 


C Palace. 
Fulham... 


Decordova-Reid 31; Ream 


Decordova-Reid glance home. Min- 
utes later Mitchell was deservedly 
sent off for a late, potentially bone- 
snapping lunge on Kenny Tete. 
Tomkins had been cautioned in 
the first half for pulling Mitrovic’s 
shirt and then raised his left arm 
upwards as the pair came together. 
The theatrical fall by Mitrovic 
riled the home fans but referee 
Andy Madley showed a second yel- 
low to Tomkins and VAR agreed. 
There was more_ controversy 
when the ball was deemed to have 
accidentally hit Mitrovic’s wrist 
before captain Tim Ream scored on 
71 minutes, his first Prem goal. 
Mitrovic’s header from two yards 
out on 80 minutes made it a rout. 
HOW THEY LINED UP 
C PALACE: Guaita, Clyne (Ward 67), Andersen, Tomkins, 
Mitchell, Doucoure (Milivojevic 84), Schlupp (Riedewald 
83), Ayew, Olise (Hughes 84), Eze (Richards 60), Zaha, 
Booked: Tomkins. Sent off: Mitchell, Tomkins. 
FULHAM: Leno, Tete, Diop, Robinson, Ream, Reed, Joao 
Palhinha (Cairney 75), Decordova-Reid (Wilson 81), Per- 
eira (Harris 85), Willian (James 82), Mitrovic (Vinicius 85). 


To get your 
Dream Team 
ratings scan 
here with your 
smartphone 


Available 
in-shop 


PLUS 


cardholders 
only 


EPIC VALU 


= 


L 


SOUTHAMPTON have failed to win five 
consecutive Prem home games for the first 


time since March 2021, when the fifth game in 
that run was also a home defeat to Brighton. 


SOUTHAMPTON v Brighton is the most-played fixture in 


Prem history to never see the home side win (11 
matches), with all five of the wins in this fixture being 
by the visitors (three for Saints and two for Brighton). 
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NATHAN JONES = slammed 
Southampton’s horrific 
defending against Brighton. 

Saints have only kept ONE 
clean sheet in 16 Prem 
games this term — leaving 
them rock bottom. 

Adam __Lallana’s opener 
slipped past Gavin Bazunu 
and Romain Perraud netted 
an own goal before Solly 
March (right) struck. 

Asked if the errors sug- 
gested a lack of confidence, 


G00 7 si = 
a NVIERICAW, 


sheet in 16 EXPRESS 
games is not =} | — 


good enough a ao \ 
and you et é 
climb the table. 
“| understand the fans' 
frustration when you con- ( 
cede really poor goals.” a 
Roberto De Zerbi played ; ie 
down Brighton’s epic push a ». t 
towards European football. /. —— ’ 
With his side eighth, he ‘ 


——— - 
L = 
said: “My dream is not ~~ ip * ‘ 
to explain our targets. f 
boss Jones replied: “I think My dream is just to play yF 1. ‘ ; 


so. To have kept one clean better game by game.” 


it’s who you play with 


By ISABELLE BARKER 


BRIGHTON showed they still 


look tasty without Big Mac. 

Adam Lallana’s opener, a Romain 
Perraud own goal and Solly March’s 
rocket meant they made it three 
wins in four Prem games. 

The Boxing Day bulldozing came 
without World Cup hero Alexis Mac 
Allister, who is enjoying a fortnight 
off after starring in Argentina’s 
triumph over France, as well as 
injured striker Danny Welbeck. 

Southampton pulled one back 
when James Ward-Prowse headed 
home the rebound of a penalty on 
73 minutes — but it was not enough 
to drown out boos from home fans. 

The loss continued an alarming 
winless streak for Saints of six 
home league games and_ they 
remain firmly in the drop zone. 

They were supposed to be buoyed 
by new boss Nathan Jones, who was 
overseeing his first home Prem 
game since he took over from 
Ralph Hasenhuttl in November. 

But they looked more shambolic 
than ever with Gavin Bazunu let- 
ting Lallana’s tame header slip 
through his gloves for the opener. 

An equally embarrassing gaffe 
from Perraud saw him kick a cross 
into his own net to make it 2-0. 

Brighton bossed it from the off 
with Kaoru Mitoma twisting inside 
and out before lashing at Bazunu. 

And former St Mary’s skipper 
Lallana came back to haunt the club 
where he made his name. 

The midfielder layed off 

to March before contin- 
_uing his run to head 
home past Bazunu, who 


Southampton...1 


Ward-Prowse 73 


Brighton... 


Lallana ®Perraud (0g) 35; March 56 


let the ball squirm through his fin- 
gers on 14 minutes. Lallana did not 
celebrate against his old side, but 
the Brighton fans chanted, ‘Lallana 
left you because you're s***’. 

Then it was Pervis Estupinan’s 
turn to cause havoc as he whipped 
an inch-perfect cross into the box. 

Left-back Perraud managed to 
get there first but got his feet in a 
tangle and kicked into his own net. 

And March unleashed a 20-yard 
screamer on 56 minutes. 

Saints were handed a glimmer of 
hope as Pascal Gross fouled Sam 
Edozie in the box and Ward-Prowse 
netted at the second attempt — but it 
was too little, too late. 

HOW THEY LINED UP 
SOUTHAMPTON: Bazunu, W-Peters, Lyanco, Salisu, 
Perraud (M-Niles 54), Ward-Prowse, Diallo (S Armstrong 
45), Djenepo (Aribo 45), Elyounoussi (Mara 78), Edozie 
(A Armstrong 84), Adams. Booked: Aribo. 

BRIGHTON: Sanchez, Veltman, Dunk, Colwill, Estupinan, 
Caicedo, Gross (Gilmour 90), March (Lamptey 83), Lallana 
(Sarmiento 67), Mitoma, Trossard (Ferguson 83). Booked: 


Sanchez, Caicedo. 
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®. Seagulls ’midfielder 
Adam Lallana nods 
opener against old club 
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34% Possession 66% 
324 Passes 668 
21 Touches in Opposition box 28 
4 Corners 2 
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WOLVES have won two of their last 15 
away Premier League matches (D3 L10) 


and both wins have come at Goodison 
against Everton, in March and yesterday. 


Julen’s 7. 
Wellin ° 


By KEN LAWRENCE 


JULEN LOPETEGUI enjoyed 
a landmark triumph as 
Wolves climbed off the 
bottom of the Prem. 
He became the first 
Wolves manager to win 
| his’ opening top-flight 
match in charge of the 
Molineux club since John 
Barnwell in 1978. 

And after a narrow vic- 
tory over fellow strugglers 
Everton, he vowed things 
will only get better. 

The former Real Madrid 
manager said: “After we 
lost the first goal to their 
first corner, we faced a 
challenge to our mentality. 

“From there, you can 
either go low or high so 
there had to be focus. 

“We showed that focus 
and now we have to go 
further to safety. 

“And why not? We 
showed we _ have the 
spirit, we showed how 
we can work.” 

The Spaniard, 56, who ) 
first turned down the eee 
chance to replace Bruno V 
Lage in October, added: 

“We are very happy. 

“But we can be happier 
still because we saw that, & 
after a difficult start to 
this game, if we work as a 
unit and with the right 
attitude, we can be safe. 

“This is only one game 
and only one victory but 
it is a start and a very 
good start.” 


12 


MATCH 
( STATS 
TESA 


Shots 
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504 Passes 358 
414 Touches in opposition box 14. 
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9 Fouls conceded 22 
Yellow cards 6 
0 Red cards 0 
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EVERTON have 
games in 2022 — their joint most 
defeats in a single year 
Premier League. 


lost 21 league 
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Rayan’s last-gasp winner turns up 


By KEN LAWRENCE 


THE GHOST of Christmas 
past flitted around Goodison 
— and if Frank Lampard 
did not feel the hairs rise 
on the back of his neck, he 


should have done. 

He got the perfect start with 
Yerry Mina claiming his first 
Premier League goal in exactly 
105 weeks. 

But it was not enough for his 
nerve-wracked side to hold on to. 

Or disguise the very real fear of 
relegation stalking the old place — 
with the Toffees boss now under 
ever-increasing pressure. 

For Daniel Podence grabbed a 
first-half equaliser an in the 
FIFTH minute of time added on at 
the end, Rayan Ait-Nouri plundered 
a precious winner for new Wolves 
chief Julen Lopetegui. Blues boos 


Everton........ 


areal 
Mina7 


WOIVES..ceceeceesereee 2 


Podence 22; Ait-Nouri 90 


thundered across the pitch as 
Lampard shook his head in near 
despair. 


For if ever there was a game that 
Lampard needed to win with the 
odds of him being the next 
Premier League boss to be dumped 
tumbling, it was this one. 

This time last year was when it 
all began unravelling for the former 
Derby and Chelsea boss’ despised 
predecessor Rafa Benitez. 

By January 18 he was gone 
following a 2-1 defeat at Norwich. 

Lampard’s 40th game in charge 
will be on New Year’s Eve at 
the Etihad. 

After this stumbling performance, 


in five 
that 


and now with no wins 
games, good luck with 
one Frank. 

Meanwhile, Lopetegui also looked 
stunned before pumping the air 
with his fists as the reality of 
victory dawned on him. 

He saw his new charges live 
through a succession of mistakes 
and grow stronger. 

And he defiantly led by example 
on the touchline, too, seemingly 
immune to the bitter wind, , 
wearing only a black jersey. 

Lampard is very much feel- 
ing the chill of his situation 
and he, like his players, is 
running on empty. 

That had become evi- 
dent even before the 
half-time sound sys- 
tem blasted out 
that we were 
simply having 
a wonderful 
Christmas time. 


ca 
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IN IT TO WIN IT 
.». Wolves’ new 
boss Lopetegui 


But neither Lampard nor Lopetegui 
experienced anything like Paul 
McCartney's festive sentiments, for 
this was a clash that ensured the 
pantomime season was in full swing. 
Lampard, especially, will have 
heard a different sort of mood 
music at the end of a 45 minutes 
that was simply a _ catalogue of 
errors — his team being jeered off. 
Travelling Wolves fa might 
have done the same but they 
reserved that sentiment for 
they knew their team 
had already dodged several 
bullets. 
The mistakes began in the 
¥ seventh minute, the diminutive 
Hugo Bueno charged with 
marking Mina. No contest. 
Dwight McNeil swung 
in a corner from the 
right and Colombian 
defender Mina, only in 
because of Conor 
Coady’s enforced 


absence as he is on loan from 
Wolves, shrugged off Bueno to head 
home from a dozen yards. 

By then, England goalkeeper Jor- 
dan Pickford had contributed to 
the tension that gripped Goodison 
and the home support especially 
with two terrible clearances. 

Diego Costa reverted to type with 
a signature charge on Mina before 
falling all over him WWE-style. 

That typically over-aggressive 
challenge by the former Chelsea 
warlord did, however, rev up his 
team-mates once the handbags had 
been put away again. 

Cue another unforced error, this 
time from Nathan Patterson in the 
22nd minute who checked, claiming 
offside against Podence. 

The Portuguese frontman was 
very definitely onside as he flicked 
home the kind of gentle lob from 
Joao Moutinho that should have 
easily been swept away. 

Instead of allowing himself a 


WOLVES’ Rayan Ait-Nouri netted the first 90th- 
minute winner by an away side v Everton in 
the Prem since Dec 2016, when Sadio 
Mangscered for Liverpool in a 1-0 win. 


moment to celebrate Podence’s 
leveller, former Real Madrid chief 
Lopetegui was already urging his 
players to refocus. 

Wolves midfielder Joe Hodge then 
took centre stage as the villain. 

His attempt at a long pass back 
to Jose Sa was, frankly, laughable. 

But Neal Maupay, deputising 
for Toffees striker Dominic Calvert- 
Lewin — deemed unfit with knee 
problems — reacted sloppily. 

His surge forward lacked pace 
and conviction and goalkeeper Sa 
charged far quicker off his line to 
scythe to safety. 

It only got worse for Lampard. 

Nathan Collins deflected Idrissa 
Gueye’s pass straight into the path 
of Anthony Gordon. 

But for a home-grown winger — 
a £45million summer Chelsea target 
who is about to sign a thumping 
new contract at Goodison — the 
finish was bang-average. Sa threw 
himself low and left and _ the 


majority within Goodison groaned. 
Likewise after another limp attempt 
from Maupay after Collins once 
more took a walk in blunder land. 
But Frenchman Maupay, brought 
in by Lampard for £15m from 
Brighton at the start of the season, 
completely fluffed his lines, Sa 
easily collecting the weak shot. 
Ait-Nouri found it much easier to 
put away his last-gasp opportunity 


after fellow sub Adama _ Traore 
had moved forward to _ provide 
the assist. 


And the tick of the clock that may 
well be sounding out the last days 
of Lampard’s reign only got louder. 


HOW THEY LINED UP 

EVERTON: Pickford, Patterson, Mina (Godfrey 76), Tark- 
owski, Mykolenko, Iwobi, Onana, Gueye (Doucoure 83), 
Gordon, Maupay (Cannon 83), McNeil (Gray 56). Booked: 
Patterson. 
WOLVES: Sa, Semedo, Collins, Kilman, Bueno (Ait-Nouri 
59), Hodge (Nunes 59), Neves, Moutinho (Gomes 78), 
Hwang (Traore 60), Costa, Podence (Guedes 73). Booked: 
Kilman, Ait-Nouri, Neves, Gomes, Costa, Podence. 
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ALL six of Everton defender Yerry Mina’s Premier League 
goals have been scored in the first half. The only other 
player with as many goals in the PL without ever scoring 


in the second half is Eirik Bakke (eight). 


RAY OF LIGHT... 
"= hero Rayan Ait-Nouri 
= grabs Wolves’ winner 
| to heap more pressure 
On Everton boss Frank 


oy Lampard (below) 
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POD GIVEN ... Daniel Podence levels it up for Wanderers 
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SPECIAL 


Compiled by Russell Lanning 


ALMIRON...AND ON 
THE staggering Prem goal stats of Miguel ay 
Almiron continue. It’s now nine in 16 this 
term, the same as his first 110 for Toon. 

FIRST 110 LAST 16 
GAMES GAMES 


y Mins played = J 7, 
9 | Goals 
Mins per goal 


—) 


NO PAIN, NO GAIN 


MOST PREM POINTS GAINED FROM 


SPURS clawed 
back another 
point after 
trailing = 
this time 2-0 
down 
draw 
Brentford. 
No side has 
won more Bas 
points from 
losing __ posit- 
ions this term 
than Antonio 
Conte's men. 


SS Fulham | 
4 Brighton 
HS Liverpool 
bie Chelsea 


; 


BASED on points-per-game, Man Utd are top 

_of the Boxing Day Prem table — although 
rik ten Hag’s side do not play until tonight. 
Arsenal and Liverpool are in the top four. 


BOXING DAY PREM TABLE TOP 20 


(1992 to present - on a points-per-game basis) 
P W OD L_ PPG 
ee 1 Man Utd 27 21 4 2 2.48 
g 2 Arsen! 2516 7 22.20 
i: 3 ~~ Coventry SS 2 fl 243 
| @ Liverpool 165 4 1212 
|4)__5 Tottenham 26 15 8 32.04 | 


e233 6 Birmingham a a ae 
ois 7 ManCit 2lo32 2 7 8 


RAHEEM STERLING has scored more goals against 
this evening's opponents Bournemouth than any 
other team — the Chelsea forward netting 11 goals 
v Cherries, including his first PL hat-trick in 2015. 


STERLING GOALS v BOURNEMOUTH (All comps) 


LIVERPOOL 


Jan 21,2014 Vital FAC 
Dec 17,2014 Vitali LC 


Mar 2,2019 ‘Vitality += Prem 
Aug 25,2019 Vitali 


Prem 
Jul 15,2020 Etihad Prem 
Sep 24,2020 _Eihad Lc 
TOTAL 
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SHEFFIELD UNITED are unbeaten in their last six 
home league games against Coventry — 


recording four wins and two draws — since a 2-1 
loss nearly ten years ago in February 2013. 


A DOWNER | 


LUTON ...secseeeeee 2 NOPWICH....c.00000 1 


DEAN SMITH vowed to 
plough on as Norwich 
boss after another 
defeat had travelling 
Canaries fans singing 
for him to be sacked in 


the morning. 

The  under-fire City 
chief, who has been in 
the hotseat for 13 months, 
looks set for the chop 
after losing to a last-gasp 
goal to ten-man Luton. 

But Smith insisted: “I'll 
carry on doing my job 
until someone tells me 
to stop. 

“If the club wants to go 
in a different direction, 
then I can’t control that.” 

Smith angered Norwich 
fans after criticising them 
for barracking his players 
during last weekend’s 2-0 
home loss to Blackburn. 

He added: “Unfortu- 
nately I’ve got a reaction 
from the fans where a lot 
of them don’t like me at 
the moment. 

“I can’t do anything 
about that. I’ve moved to 
Norwich but I _ can't 
change my accent, I can’t 
change the way I look — 
that’s me. 

“We need to win foot- 
ball games and the last 
two results haven't been 
good enough.” 

Hatters’ Allan Campbell 
pushed Smith closer to 


Time 


FLAT OUT.. 


> m3 


DEAN’S ON 


HATT’LL DO... 
Campbell’strikes 


oy 
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By MICHAEL MORGAN 


GOLFING champion § Matt 
Fitzpatrick is backing 
Sheffield United’s push for a 
Premier League return. 

The Blades are bidding to end 
their two-season exile from the 
top flight — and US Open winner 
Fitzpatrick was at his beloved 
Bramall Lane yesterday to show 
off the trophy and deliver some 
inspirational words. 

Sheffield-born Fitzpatrick, 28, 
is an avid United fan and toured 
the home dressing room and had 
an on-the-pitch introduction to 
the fans before watchin his 
heroes dismantle the Sky Blues. 

Fitzpatrick said: “It would be a 
great 12 months if Sheffield can 


Sheff Utd... 
Coventry... 


get promoted. We’ve had a great 
start to the season so far. Hope- 
fully we keep it up.” 

United boss Paul Heckingbot- 
tom admitted: “We had to work 
hard for that win, so it was a 
really pleasing performance. 

“The more points we get right 
now are vital. I don’t want us to 
be under pressure to get wins 
and be scrambling around for 
them at the end of the season. 

“The challenge is there for the 
players and we've got to make 
sure they stay competitive. And 
they are certainly 


aa 
- Colwill and Laird 


By GEOFF KNOX 


the dole queue with a 
6lst-minute opener. 


Yet Teemu Pukki’s 
brilliant leveller eight 
minutes later presented 


Smith a vital lifeline. 

And his men were then 
handed a gilt-edged 
chance to go on and bag 
all three points when 
Hatters defender Gabe 
Osho was_ red-carded 
with ten minutes left. 

Osho clumsily picked 
up a second yellow card 
after tripping Pukki on 
the edge of the box. 

But instead, with just a 
minute left on the clock, 
Norwich defenders failed 


to deal with a routine 
Luton throw-in and 
Jordan Clark teed up 
Hatters sub Cauley 


Woodrow to arrow a 
superb winner past Angus 
Gunn from 15 yards. 
Rob Edwards raved 
about his side’s win — his 
first game at Kenilworth 
Road as Hatters boss. 
Edwards said: “There 
was a lot of emotion 
released at the final 
whistle. It was a_ big 
game for us, our first in 
front of our supporters 
and Norwich here on a 
Boxing Day night game. 
‘Ym just incredibly 
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proud of the players.” 


to Mark 


MARK HUDSON says he is looking up 
the table and not over his shoulder — 
despite his side sitting just two points 
above the drop zone. 

A Boxing Day bore draw with only 
one shot on target was the result of 
both defences being on top. 

It also meant Cardiff are still waiting 
for their first Boxing Day win since 
2012 — but boss Hudson is positive. 

He said: “I’m not concerned at the 
table. | look up not down and there 
isn’t much between the teams at the 
top and where we are. 

“They are a good side. We went toe- 
to-toe with them and the players are 
disappointed they didn’t win.” 

New QPR boss Neil Critchley made it 


go! 


il 


IN THE SWING OF IT... 
li Clark heads home for the 
Blades and (below) golfer 
| Matt Fitzpatrick shows 
off his US Open trophy 


ads 


Cardiff. 
QPR... 


four points from six at the start of his 
reign but he wants more from his side 
after a toothless attacking display. 

He said: “I’m satisfied with a point 
but certainly not delighted. We weren’t 
at our best. 

“We had control of the game in the 
first half without ever really threaten- 
ing. They could have won it.” 

Cardiff’s Rubin Colwill went close 
with a first-half free-kick and striker 
Kion Etete had a couple of chances to 
break the deadlock after the break. 


MAJOR 


Champ Matt 
4 backs Blades 
.. but there’s a 
fairway to 
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HEAD OVER HEELS 


Cm Akpom celebrates ’ 


C ) : By COLIN YOUNG 


FORMER Arsenal trainee Chuba 
Akpom’s first career hat-trick inflicted 
more damage on Gunners legend Kolo 
Toure — as the wait for his first win 
as Wigan boss drags on. 

While Michael Carrick has taken to 
Championship management -— _ pushing 
Boro to the fringe of the play-offs with 
five wins in eight — Toure has picked up 
just one point in his three games. 

And the ex-Emirates star, with just a 
handful of fit defenders at his disposal, 
saw his side ripped apart by a striker 
who made just a handful of appearances 
for Arsenal in six years. In fact, Akpom 


ote 


HUDDERSFIELD have won two of their last three 
away league games (L1) after winning none of 
their first eight this season. It was their first away 
victory on Boxing Day since 2003 (1-0 v Darlington). 


loing that at the moment.” None 
nore so than loan rangers James 
McAtee and Tommy Doyle, who 
re on hire for the season from 
Manchester City. 

Both scored in this crunch 
lash and Hecky said: “The pair 
f them are excellent players and 
| joy to work with. 

“They are having good 
noments on the pitch, their 
vork-rate is great, and they are 
etting better with every game.” 

The Blades remain confident of 
vinning their battle for auto- 
natic promotion this season. 

But if a top-two finish is to be 


of the three parties interested in 
buying them. 

Boss Heckingbottom’s boys con- 
tinue to look a sound investment 
and they went into this clash 
with in-form Coventry riding 
high in second spot. 

A run of six wins in seven 
games had propelled them to 
within three points of pace- 
setting Burnley — and they put a 
huge smile on Fitzpatrick’s face 
by taking a 35th-minute lead. 

The visitors had already 
endured a torrid time, having 
midfielder Callum O’Hare carried 
off after only six minutes, then 


heirs, they are almost certain to 
ave to clinch it under new own- 
rship. United are up for sale 
ind are already in talks with one 


surviving when Blades skipper 
Billy Sharp rattled the bar with 
a 26th-minute header. 

But there was nothing City 
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McAtee 
this 


could do to _ prevent 
claiming his second goal 
term soon after. 

Hitman McAtee drilled a left- 
foot drive into the bottom corner 
after latching on to Iliman Ndi- 
aye’s superb through ball. 

Then the Sky Blues blew a 
glorious chance to level when 
they were awarded a 48th-minute 
penalty after Anel Ahmedhodzic 
sent Viktor Gyokeres tumbling to 
the turf. 

The Swede picked himself up, 
dusted himself down — and then 
fired straight into the arms of 
keeper Wes Foderingham. 

Ciaran Clark’s header made it 
2-0 on 52 minutes from Oliver 
Norwood’s free-kick. 

And Doyle came off 


Shots on target 

Possession 

Passes 
Touches in Opposition box 
Corners 
Fouls conceded 

Yellow cards 

Red cards 


the bench to grab a third in the 
7ist_ minute. 

Midfielder Doyle nonchalantly 
buried a close-range effort before 
Gyokeres claimed a consolation 
goal five minutes later. 

But it was too little, too late for 
Mark Robins’ troops, who had 
been on an impressive charge up 
to the fringe of the play-off spots. 

As for the Blades, the only blot 
was a 77th-minute sending-off for 
John Egan after he collected a sec- 
ond yellow for fouling Gyokeres. 

There are fears O’Hare suffered 
a nasty ankle injury but Robins 
insisted: “I won't speculate, I'll 
wait until I get the report from 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 3777) I] 


© “SX __ CHAMPIONSHIP FASTEST & LATEST GOALS 
FASTEST - Matt Phillips (West Brom) 8m 59s 
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City’s slippers 


Rotherham... 


2 Stoke.....1.2 


FRUSTRATED Alex Neil 
says Stoke City must find 
their ruthless streak if 
they are to compete for a 
play-off spot. 

The dominant Potters 
saw two points go begging 
at Rotherham after wast- 
ing a bagful of chances. 


the medical people. Neil said: “In the first 


“But it doesn’t look good. half we could have been 
we fear the worst but hope for two or 3-0 up and then 
the best.” 


PMN 


they scored. 

“We started the second 
half really well and got 
level. Then | think the 
disappointment was_ that 
we didn’t kick on again 
from the goal. 

“We played well enough 
to win the game and the 
difference between us 
competing at the top end 
of the table or at the 
bottom of the table is 
being ruthless when we’re 
playing well. 

“That’s 


the biggest 


Oscar Estupinan. 
Estupinan ended an 


‘S GUNN SH 


Middlesbrough.........as+024 
ee en 


truggled on Teesside for a couple of 
ears and spent two seasons on loan at 
-AOK Salonika, before returning to lead 
he Carrick revolution — and is now joint- 
op scorer in the division. 

Carrick said: “We played some terrific 
ootball and Chuba was on the end of it 
nd he'll get headlines for his goals. 

“He’s in a purple patch. I’d love him to 
inish top scorer.” 

Boro took the lead in the 26th minute 
vhen Duncan Watmore, recalled in place 
f Aussie World Cup star Riley McGree, 


the hour. 
cheer to 


before 


some away 


Toure said: 


turned James McClean with ease and his 
cross was neatly sidefooted home by Mar- 
cus Forss for his third goal of the season. 

Akpom doubled Boro’s lead after the 
break with his tenth of the season as he 
swept home Ryan Giles’ low cross before 
celebrating with a somersault. 

Giles also supplied Akpom’s second just 
Thelo Aasgaard gave 
fans 
volleyed home Max Power’s cross. 

But Akpom ensured three points when 
he got the decisive touch to Giles’ hat- 
trick of assists to take Boro up to tenth 
and leave Wigan second bottom. 

“We kept going and creating 
chances but at times we were passive and 
we need to correct that.” 


when he 


HUDD’S UP... . joy 
for Kesler-Hayden 


TERRIERS boss Mark Fotheringham 
hopes a siege mentality can spark a 
Championship survival bid. 

The basement battlers looked to be 
heading for defeat at Preston but gave 
fans some belated festive cheer with a 
sensational second-half comeback. 

Goals from striker Jordan Rhodes 
and Kaine Kesler-Hayden in the last 15 
minutes gave the Terriers a survival 
lifeline after a first-half opener from 
Preston’s Greg Cunningham. 

It was only Fotheringham’s fourth 
win since taking the reins in Septem- 
ber and the Scot hopes it can be a 
launching pad to safety after starting 
the day seven points adrift. 

He said: “It’s been a tough season, 


Preston... 
Huddersfield.. 


there are no funds, and what happens 
is a siege mentality and we’re really 
close as a group because of that. 

“We have been lacking a cutting 
edge but it came good for us today. 

Preston boss Ryan Lowe hopes that 
a trio of home defeats will not derail 
their play-off ambitions. 

He said: “It is disappointing when 
you lose a game of football in the 
manner we did. We didn’t play well. 

“They were two soft goals you see 
on a Sunday morning.” 


By TONY LITTLE 


difference and that’s our 
next step.” 


After Stoke’s strong 
start, they fell behind 
when Jordan Thompson 


turned a Lee Peltier shot 
into his own net. 

Tyrese Campbell levelled 
but Conor Washington’s 
tap-in restored the lead, 
only for Peltier to turn 
Lewis Baker’s corner into 
his own net to drag Stoke 
level. 

Millers boss Matt Taylor 
also felt his side had 
chucked two points away. 

He said: “We had 
worked so hard to get 
ahead. We needed to hold 
on to the lead for longer. 

“We lacked quality at 
times like we sometimes 
do but the effort was 
there and we went toe-to- 
toe with good opposition.” 


Mike damned 
with own fans 


Hull..............1 Blackpool.............-1 


By JASON MELLOR 


MICHAEL APPLETON defended his decision to 
snub Blackpool’s travelling fans after his 10 men 
hung in to thwart their basement rivals. 
Appleton was full of praise for his side after a 
backs-to-the-wall last 40 minutes when sub Jordan 
Thorniley was ordered off for hauling down Hull's 


eight-match personal goal 
drought to grab a late equaliser — but City could not 
find a winner after Sonny Carey’s first-half goal. 
Appleton said: “I feel like I’m damned if I do and 
damned if I don’t when it comes to applauding them. 
“We're frustrated we didn’t get the win because our 
plan was going perfectly until we went down to 10 
men and certainly the red cards are hurting us.” 
Hull boss Liam Rosenior said: “I sound like a bro- 
ken record because it’s another two points dropped.” 


Kaine and able 
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s/ | ZIAN OF THE TIMES 
: . »» Flemming hails his 
late Millwall second and 
(below) red-carded 
Watford star Kamara 


FOLLOWING their 3-0 win at The Den 

in October, Millwall have completed 

a home and away league double over 
Watford for the first time since 2001-02. 


TS TOUGH FOR 


By NOE DIXON BristoliGity= =O 
CARLOS CORBERAN was worn out 
Ota Eek ee West Omi ccccccscracsnnasne 


| Watford v INT 
7 Shots 23 
2 Shots on target 

45% Possession 

319 Passes 


16 Touches in opposition box 
4 Corners 

14 Fouls conceded 

2 Yellow cards 

1 Red cards 


By GARETH DAVIES 


SLAVEN BILIC blasted hothead 
Hassane Kamara for a moment 
of madness as the Watford 


defender was sent off. 

Millwall were deservedly ahead 
thanks to Andreas Voglsammer’s 
22nd-minute goal when full-back 
Kamara saw red for the THIRD 
time since arriving at Vicarage 
Road last January. 

With the home side pushing for 
an equaliser, Kamara was penalised 
in the 38th minute for fouling 
Lions keeper George Long. 

As he walked away, Kamara was 
tripped by Danny McNamara — 
who was booked. 

The Ivory Coast international 
retaliated by pushing McNamara in 
the face to send him crashing to 
the ground. 

Referee Josh Smith immediately 
produced the red card before hav- 
ing to calm down the ensuing 
melee. 

Clearly, Kamara needs to take a 
look at himself — he has had nine 
yellows to add to those three reds 
in this calendar year. 

Boss Bilic, who admitted Watford 
were ‘nowhere near’ their best, 
said: “The sending-off was fair. It 
was a reckless thing Kamara did. 

“You can’t react like that, whether 
you're pushed or tripped. 

“Instead of going down, he did 
the worst thing you could imagine. 
He was provoked, but you get pro- 
voked all the time in football. 

“Tll_ be speaking to him about his 
disciplinary record but I told him 
at half-time that it was unaccepta- 
ble. You just can’t do those things. 


Slav slams red-faced Hass 


Watlord mea en ee 0) 
Millwall............ 


If you do, your chances of winning 
drop like crazy.” 

The harsh truth for the Hornets 
is that they were struggling before 
Kamara went nuclear. 

To make things worse, they lost 
top scorer Joao Pedro with ankle 
ligament damage in the 35th min- 
ute after a heavy tackle by Lions 
midfielder George Saville. 

But this was always going to be 
Millwall’s day as the sixth-placed 
Lions clinched their first double 
over Watford since 2001-02. 

They survived an early penalty 
shout after Hornets’ on-loan Aston 
Villa striker Keinan Davis appeared 
to be tripped but always had a grip 
on the game. 

The home side were kept in it by 
Daniel Bachmann’s saves. 

But there was nothing he could 
do when Tom Bradshaw outmus- 
cled Craig Cathcart on the edge of 
the box and slid a short pass to 
Voglsammer for the German to 
score his first of the season. 

Dutch ace Zian Flemming killed 
off the match with seven minutes 
remaining. 

His free-kick from wide on the 
left went straight into the net. 

It was his tenth goal of the sea- 
son — and the fifth in his last four 
games — after joining Millwall in 
the summer in a £1.7million deal 
from Fortuna Sittard. 

Lions boss Gary Rowett was jus- 
tified in saying: “The sending-off 
should not overshadow the fact that 
we were outstanding.” 


but insisted that was a good thing. ang very tired. If I am tired, I can 


Matty Phillips and Brandon Thomas- 
Asante’s magnificent lob gave the 
upwardly Baggies a comfortable win 
over struggling City. 

Albion have now picked up 18 points 
from their last 21 available and look 


imagine the players are. 

“I need to congratulate the players 
because of the reaction that they 
showed, the spirit that they put in and 
their personality especially in the sec- 
ond half.” 


5:30pm | Live on Amazon Prime 


Online & In Shop (Plus card holders) only. Prices sut 


like a new team under Corberan. On an Albion play-off push, he 
In contrast, the Robins haven’t won added: “I cannot think about the 
at home in seven matches and pressure future, never... For me, the key is to 
increased yet again on Nigel Pearson. use the past to learn.” 
Corberan said: “I am very pleased Phillips put Albion ahead after nine 


Chelsea v Bournemouth 


Kal Havertz 
core first 


Available 
in-shop 


PLUS 


cardholders 
only 


fluctuation. William Hill rules apply, Over 18s only. 


SINCE Carlos Corberan’s first league game in 
charge of West Brom in October, only Sheffield 
United (21) have more points in the Championship 


than the Baggies (18). 


CARLOS 


minutes with a cool finish low into the 
Robins’ net following Conor Townsend’s 
ball down the flank. 

City struck the bar inadvertently 
through Phillips and then through 
Tommy Conway but couldn’t hit back. 

And sub Thomas-Asante lobbed 
home the second from 25 yards after 
latching on to Tom Rogic’s pass. 

City boss Pearson said: “I’ve got no 
complaints because we’ve had opportu- 
nities and not taken them. They're a 
really good side. 

“I think we'll be fine. I’ve been 
brought in here to do a job, affecting 
change is something that makes people 
feel a bit uncomfortable.” 
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it’s who you play with / ¢ 


For advice & information visit begambleaware.org, National Gambling Helpline 0 


SUNDERLAND’S Ross Stewart became the first player to 
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score both a goal and an own goal on Boxing Day in the 


Championship since both Chris McCann (Burnley v 


Barnsley) and Marvin Elliott (Bristol City v Watford) in 2008. 


LOB’s A GOOD 
‘UN... pals 
laud Thomas- 
Asante’s effort 


ELL’S IN 


By IAN MURTAGH 


JUST when Blackburn looked 
on course for their first draw of 
the season, Ellis Simms struck 
at the death. 

In front of the Championship’s 
biggest crowd of 2022 — 43,940 — 
Sunderland had always looked the 
more likely winners. 

And it handed Black Cats boss 
Tony Mowbray bragging rights 
against his former team. 

Defender Dan Ballard headed on 
a free-kick and subs Simms eluded 
Dominic Hyam to poke home. 

The on-loan’ Everton _ striker 
had only been on for ten minutes 
having been left out for the return 
of Ross Stewart. 

And it was the Scotland interna- 
tional who had provided the main 
talking points of an absorbing 
contest before Simms’ introduction. 

He was adjudged to have put 
through his own net as Jon Dahl 
Tomasson’s side went ahead on 
18 minutes. 

But, four minutes later, Stewart 
made it seven goals in nine games 
by converting from the spot. 

vy He had chances to nick it for 
the Black Cats before Simms 
popped up for a win which boosts 
| his side’s play-off chances. 

, Mowbray has been without both 
strikers for long periods and is 
looking forward to the pair work- 

gi ing in tandem. 

He said: “I think we'd have 

my scored a lot more goals this season 
had they both been fit. 


“We look fast, talented and 


s —ai 
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‘ STATS 

sunderland 


1 Shots 5 


5 Shots on target 2 
50% Possession 50% 

364 Passes 368 e 
| 33 Touches in opposition box 7 - 
7 Corners 3 
mis Fouls conceded 13 

3 Yellow cards 5 


0 Red cards 


WON-DERLAND ~ 
. substitute Simms 

t pounces to win it for 
\ Sunderland at death 


finish! 


HEAVEN 


SUNCeHMAN....cceceseecseeeeee 2 
BlaCKburn.....ssssssssssssseee d 


technical at the top end of the 
pitch. Now it’s just a question of 
me getting the balance right.” 

Tomasson had no_ complaints 
about beading home pointless. 

He said: “We are disappointed 
not only with losing a game but 
conceding a goal so late. 

“When it is such a close game, 
losing always hurts.” 

Blackburn must have thought 
they were on their way to a l4th 
win of the season when they broke 
the deadlock after Ballard hacked 
down Sam Gallagher. 

It was probably the scruffiest 
goal they have scored this term. 

Though Stewart was credited 
with an own goal, it was almost 
impossible to say who got the final 
touch between himself and team- 
mate Dennis Cirkin when Tyler 
Morton’s free-kick dropped and the 
pair challenged Daniel Ayala. 

Stewart’s response, however, was 
immediate and deadly. 

The fit-again Scot was chopped nal 
down inside the box by John 
Buckley and got up to _ send 
Thomas Kaminski the wrong way. 7 | 

When Kaminski parried sub Trai 
Hume’s shot after the restart, Stew- 
art threw himself at the rebound 
but was whistled up for handball. 

Yet Mowbray’s men went for 
broke in the closing stages and 
were rewarded with Simms’ sixth 
goal in a red and white shirt. 
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BURTON’S 3-0 victory over Lincoln was their biggest league 
win since a 4-1 victory over Crewe on New Year's Day. 


They had won just one of their last four league games 
when scoring at least three before yesterday (D2 L1). 


—ao te 


ADE’S MADE UP... 


WINGER Jonny Smith 
tormented Lincoln as 
Burton went on a first- 


half scoring spree. 
Smith scored a superb 
second and was a con- 


stant menace as Dino 
Maamria’s side earned 
their first win in eight 


league games. 

Sam Hughes and Victor 
Adeboyejo also piled on 
the agony for the Imps 
before half-time. 

It was the perfect lift 
for Burton before vital 
games with fellow bot- 
tom-three sides Forest 
Green and Morecambe. 

Boss  Maamria _ said: 
“We tweaked the system 
slightly to give us a 
chance to keep a clean 
sheet because we know 
we've got goals in us. 

“It was an_ excellent 
performance from us 
overall. I couldn't be 
happier. I think the play- 
ers applied themselves. 

“You could see how 
organised we were, how 
fit we looked and we 
had a lot more energy — 
and it is long overdue.” 

The visitors looked a 
shadow of the side who 
came close to dumping 
Southampton out of the 
Carabao Cup. 

Boss Mark Kennedy 
said: “It was bitterly dis- 
appointing. I don’t want 
to come out and criticise 
anybody — ultimately it is 
my responsibility. 

“We had a strong con- 
versation after the game 
but if you are screaming 


. Adeboyejo scores from the penalty spot 


Jonny keeps 
Maam calm 


BUrtON ...cssssssenee O 
Eincolniessss0 


and shouting, no one is 
really listening to you. 

“It is how you get your 
message across and the 
detail within your message 
is important. 

“IT just want to stay 
balanced on what I’ve 
seen so far this season. 
But that was not good 
enough from us in any 
shape or form.” 

Albion’s three-goal salvo 
came in just 27 minutes. 


Smith  volleyed just 
over before they went 
ahead, with Hughes 
heading home Tom 


Hamer’s inswinging cross 
from six yards. 
A superb effort from 
Smith doubled their lead. 
He cut in from the left 
and curled a 20-yarder 


past goalkeeper Carl 
Rushworth as the Imps 
defence failed to close 


him down. 

Adeboyejo then buried 
a penalty for his 13th 
goal of the season after 
Lincoln centre-back 
Paudie O’Connor brought 
down Hughes. 

Burton keeper Ben 
Garratt did not have a 
shot to save until the 
63rd minute when he 
denied Charles Vernam. 

Garratt then kept out a 
Jack Diamond effort as 
Albion recorded a crucial 
three points to help them 
in their bid to get out of 
the bottom three. 


Michael moan 


at Duff display 


MICHAEL DUFF was left 
frustrated as Barnsley 
missed out on a sixth 
straight win. 

James Norwood had 
given the visitors an early 
lead but a Tommy Leigh 
penalty for Accrington 
meant that the points 
were shared. 

Tykes head coach Duff 
said: “We should have 
been out of sight by half- 
time, but we didn’t do 
quite enough. 

“T don’t think it was a 
penalty for them.” 

Barnsley, who stay in 
fourth, took the lead on 
eight minutes when Nor- 
wood met Adam Phillips’ 
cross and flicked the ball 
beyond Stanley —goal- 
keeper Toby Savin. 

Former Accy  loanee 
Phillips then fired past 
the post and Devante 
Cole clipped the bar. 

The hosts nearly lev- 
elled when Mitch Clark 


Accrington..........1 
Barnsley......1:::+-1 


whipped in the ball for 
Joe Pritchard, but his 
header was caught by 
keeper Brad Collins. 

At the other end Nicky 
Cadden tested Savin 
before Stanley equalised 
after Barnsley defender 
Liam Kitching handled 
the ball in the area. 

Leigh converted the 
spot-kick and they could 
have had a second when 
Pritchard launched a 
dipping shot, only for 
Collins to claw it over. 

Phillips then found 
himself one-on-one with 
Savin but the keeper 
superbly kept him out. 

Stanley boss John Cole- 
man said: “We_ looked 
rusty in the first half and 
couldn’t get going, but we 
livened up and I am 
pleased with the point.” 


Fleetwood 
Sheff Wed.. 


By SAM ALEXANDER 


DARREN MOORE saluted 
his Sheffield Wednesday 
promotion chasers’ as 
they kept up the pressure 
on second-placed Ipswich. 

The Owls bravely battled 
back from an early goal down 
to beat ten-man Fleetwood at 
Highbury Stadium. 


And they stretched their 
impressive unbeaten league 
run to ll games. 

Scottish defender Shaun 


Rooney fired the Cod Army 
ahead after only eight min- 
utes, courtesy of a Daniel 
Batty assist. 

But midfielder George Byers 
equalised eight minutes later 
for Wednesday. 

And winger Marvin Johnson 
proved to be an_ unlikely 
match-winner with a _ sweet 
half-volley. 

Johnson pounced with 15 
minutes remaining for his 
first goal since the first game 
of the season as boss Moore’s 
men kept up their bid for 
automatic promotion. 

Scorer Rooney then turned 
from hero to zero as he saw 
red on 83 minutes for a 
second yellow card. 

He needlessly fouled match- 
winner Johnson before ‘man- 
handling’ Owls boss Moore 
prior to his exit down the 
tunnel. 

Moore purred: “It was all 
about rolling our sleeves up 
and winning the game. 

“We showed great character 


MK Dons..........1 Forest Green.. 


MK DONS appear to be on the Marsch under new 
boss Mark Jackson. 


MOORE OF 
THIS, LADS 


Darren hails his flying Owls 


and showed energy. Fleetwood 
scored a good goal but it was 
a moment of 
brilliance from Marvin that 
won us the game. 

“It was our llth game with- 
out loss. It’s just three defeats 
in 23 — so I couldn't be much 
happier.” 

Reflecting on the sending- 
off, Moore offered: “My read- 
ing was Rooney got booked 
for the first tackle on Tyreeq 
Bakinson and he asked if my 
players were soft. 

“I could hear he was wound 
up. He came over and he was 
pointing straight at me. He’s 
decided to manhandle me. 

“He’s gone from a hero and 
turned into a_ villain.” 


«a0 


The new MK gaffer joined from Leeds and got a Mi 


good luck message before the match from American 
Jesse Marsch. 

A 25-yard screamer from Dan Harvie (right) gave 
Jackson the perfect start. 


Jackson said of Marsch: 


“He’s a fantastic person 
and manager and | learnt so much from him.” 

Forest Green dominated the first half and 
Rovers boss lan Burchnall moaned about an 
early decision when Myles Peart-Harris was | 
chopped down with a clear run on goal. 

He grumbled: “It’s a red card. It’s early in the 
game and the ref needs to make a big call — 
which he didn’t do.” 


as 


Ss 


Rooney gave the home side — 
who had not lost in their last 
three — the perfect start when 
smashed an _ unstoppable 
effort past Wednesday keeper 
Cameron Dawson. 


he 


who, 
kept 


on the edge of the box, 
his composure before 


lashing home a fine strike. 
Rooney hit the bar with a 

thunderbolt 

Johnson’s winner. 


strike before 


But the lead did not last No wonder Fleetwood boss 
long and it was Byers — mak- Scott Brown was down in the 
ing his first appearance for dumps, especially with his 
almost two months — who team having impressed for 


proved to be in the perfect 


place to divert Johnson’s drive He 


in for a welcome equaliser. 
The 
havoc with both team’s ability 


strong wind played 


decent spells. 


said: “I’m disappointed 


because I thought we played 
really well. 
“We controlled the game for 


to build up in the second half large periods of time and 
and perhaps understandably created good chances. 
the crucial third goal came “But I'm disappointed 


from a set-piece. 
A corner 


M4 Exeter. 


gy 


a.\o-—— 


half- 
Johnson 


was from 


cleared to 


ROONEY 


because they’ve scored goals 


set-plays — and it has 


cost us.” 


= RUMBLE *. 
Shaun Rooney 
after being sent-off 


DANNY COWLEY vowed to 
get Portsmouth back on 
track after their winless 
league run stretched to 
SEVEN games. 


Pompey defender Denver 
Hume came closest to 
breaking the deadlock in the 
17th minute when he rattled 
the post. 

But the visitors drew a 
blank for the fourth straight 

league game. 

Ny: Pompey chief Cowley 
AN said: “We simply have to 
be more clinical. 

“We had good control 
and dominance but 
couldn’t quite break through. 


.O Portsmouth.. 


19 
Shots on target 4 


Possession 49% 

Passes 363 

Touches in Opposition box 25 
Corners 8 

Fouls conceded 11 
Yellow cards 2 

Red cards 0 


We have had heavy illness all 
week and when you are in 
the middle of a storm, things 
go against you. 

“We need to keep believing 
in ourselves and we are con- 
fident we will find a way.” 

Matt Jay wasted a chance to 
put Exeter in front, firing 
straight at Josh Griffiths. 

The Grecians have gone five 
games without a league win. 

Boss Gary Caldwell said: 
“We stood up well to 
Portsmouth and a draw was 
probably a fair result. 


“We had some good 
moments in the game and 
this gives us something to 
build on.” 


PLYMOUTH have 50 points after 23 League 


One games this term , the jointfewest games 


they have needed to record at least 50 
points (also 23 games in Div 3S in 1929-30). 


CLARKE-HARRIS .. . goal 


Holden 
holds on 
for point 


Charlton.. al 
Peterborough....1 


DEAN HOLDEN stopped 
the rot for Charlton with a 
point from his first game 
in charge. 

It ended a run of three 
straight league defeats for 
the south Londoners. 

And Posh were also 
relieved to claim a draw 
and avoid a fifth league 
set-back in a row. 

Miles Leaburn put the 
Addicks in front after 49 


minutes with a_ diving 
header following Daniel 
Kanu’s cross. 

Jonson Clarke-Harris 


levelled with a back-post 
header from Joe Ward’s 
corner in the 65th minute. 

Holden said: “It was a 
fair result if I’'m_ totally 
honest. It was a brilliant 
cross and a_ brilliant 
header for our goal. 

“But it was really disap- 
pointing to concede from 


a set-piece.” 
Addicks sub Jesurun 
Rak-Sakyi put a chance 


wide from just eight yards 
after 77 minutes, while 
Kelland Watts and Kwame 
Poku both hit the bar for 
Posh — the latter in the 
89th minute. 

Peterborough manager 
Grant McCann said: “We 
were excellent in the first 
half but lacked the killer 
edge. 

“Our response to their 
goal was good and we 
have hit the woodwork 
twice.” 


I’ve Ad it 
with ref 


Port Vale........1 
Morecambe......0 


DEREK ADAMS was far 
from impressed by referee 
Simon Mather as _his 
Morecambe side suffered 
a Boxing Day defeat. 

Gavin Massey scored 
the only goal of the game 
on 40 minutes. 

And Adams said: “They 
should have had a sending 
off in the first half. 

“We created some really 
good opportunities, we 
were unfortunate.” 

Massey netted Vale’s 
goal from 25 yards on a 
breakaway after More- 
cambe’s Max Melbourne’s 
header hit the post. 

Vale boss Darrell Clarke 
said: “It wasn’t a classic, 
it was tough to play on a 
very heavy pitch but we 
kept working away.” 


MORGAN WHITTAKER kept 
Plymouth on top of the table 
— to the delight of boss 
Steven Schumacher. 

Swansea loanee Whittaker 
pounced on a loose ball at the 
halfway line in the 78th minute 
before surging forward and firing 
a low shot past Luke Southwood 
from just outside the box. 

Argyle chief Schumacher said: 
“Morgan’s got that in his locker. 


1.GREEN MACHINE... 
boss Schumacher and 
players hail Argyle fans 


KIE’S OXFORD TEST PASS 


By MEL HENDERSON 


KIERAN McKENNA saw his 
Tractor Boys eventually hit 
top gear to sweep aside 


in-form Oxford. 

Ipswich stars Freddie Ladapo, 
Wes Burns and leading scorer 
Conor Chaplin claimed the goals 
as Town eventually romped to a 
comfortable victory after their 
stuttering start. 

Boss McKenna said: “It’s nice to 
send our fans home happy after 
a good performance against a 
tough team. 

“They were difficult opponents 
who started the game well and 
gave us a good challenge. 

“We had to stand up to that 
and it was a difficult first 20 
minutes or so before we went 
ahead. 

“We had a few players coming 
back into the team after injury 
and it took them time to get to 
grips with it.” 

Oxford, unbeaten in their previ- 
ous eight league games, failed to 
claim the early lead _ their 
enterprising play warranted. 

Djavan Anderson fired just 
wide before Billy Bodin’s crisp 
low drive from 25 yards forced 
Town keeper Christian Walton 


CEN 
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SCHU: WHIT A FEELING} = 


....0 Plymouth... 


Cheltenham..... 


He has a left foot to die for and 
can produce that type of goal.” 
But Cheltenham made _ the 
league leaders work for their 
win and Schumacher admitted: 
“It was a really tough game. 
The are an honest group, 
Cheltenham, and we had to 
match them. 
“The two 


teams behind us 


lpswich.. 
Oxford... 


into a full-length save. Matty 
Taylor also ad a_ decent 
opportunity but could only find 
the side-netting. 

Ipswich, who had only netted 
once in their previous six games 
against Oxford, should have gone 
ahead when 29-year-old Ladapo 
headed straight at rookie keeper 
Ed McGinty. 

But six minutes before 
break ae finally made 


the 
the 


wraows 


— 
Shots on target 
Possession 
Passes 
Touches in opposition box 
Corners 
Fouls conceded 
Yellow cards 
Red cards 


Oxford 


LEAGUE ONE FASTEST & LATEST GOALS 
FASTEST - Josh Coburn (Bristol Rovers) 3m 42s 
LATEST - Conor Chaplin (Ipswich) 80m 3s 


1 


won, but were now on fifty 
points — that’s all that matters.” 

Cheltenham have now lost six 
home league games to Plymouth 
on the bounce — three of them 
on Boxing Day — and_ boss 
Wade Elliott groaned: “I feel a 
little bit for the players as they 
didn’t deserve to lose that game. 

“Their lad has hit a worldie.” 


breakthrough and seized control. 
Chaplin’s shot was too hot to 
handle for McGinty and Ladapo 
eagerly pounced on the rebound. 

A move from the training 
ground earned a second goal, 
Leif Davis rolling in a low corner 
for Burns to meet and sweep 
high into the net just before 
half-time. 

Ex-Celtic youngster McGinty 
made a brilliant double save, first 
from Marcus Harness then to 
deny Burns as he was first to the 
loose ball. 

Soon after the restart, McGinty 
was required to make another 
top-drawer stop to keep. out 
Ladapo. But he was well beaten 
in the 8lst minute when Chaplin 
took his league tally to nine with 
a fierce effort. 

Oxford chief Karl Robinson 
admitted: “We were completely 
beaten in all areas by the best 
team in the league. 

“For about 30 minutes we were 
very good and should have taken 
the lead — but we didn’t take our 
chances. 

“We need to learn from that 
and we were nowhere near it in 
the second half. 

“lve got to say that Ipswich are 
one of the best teams I’ve seen in 
a long time.” 
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in association with 


Joey knows 


rT] I’ 
GARETH AINSWORTH’S 
direct style of football 
is preventing him 
managing a_ ‘bigger’ 
club than Wycombe, 
believes Joey Barton. 

Ainsworth prevailed 
against the former 
England midfielder as the 
Chairboys hit back 
through goals from David 
Wheeler and Lewis Wing. 

The Wanderers boss is 
the second _longest-serv- 
ing in the EFL but Bar- 
ton feels he knows why 
he is not being given a 
chance at a higher level. 

Gas boss Barton said: 
“We really shouldn’t have 
lost, especially after going 
1-0 up, but you have got 
to give credit to Gareth. 

“He has been here for 
years, has kept them up, 
got them to the Champ- 
ionship and if he had a 
better style of football, he 
probably would have got 
a bigger job than this. I 


SAM’S THE MAN © 


worth 


ef 
al 


don’t know if it’s the red 
skin boots, the leather 
jacket or the amount of 
time the ball is in the air 
that has cost him a move 
but again, he has done 
an incredible job here.” 
Josh Coburn fired Rov- 
ers up early on_ but 
Wheeler levelled on 22 
minutes before Wing bun- 
dled in a _  48th-minute 
winner after hitting a post. 
Ainsworth said: “We 
started with Sam Vokes 
which I knew would 
raise a few eyebrows, but 
trust me, I have been in 
this game long enough to 
give us some success. 
“And our first goal was 
brilliant as it was from a 
Vokesy flick on to Garath 
McCleary, to Anis Meh- 
meti, who gave it to 
Wheeler and we're level.” 


Wycombe... 
Bristol Rovers 


— 
~U’s 


striker Smith slots winner 


SUPERSUB Shilow Tracey 
fired Cambridge’s first 
home league goal since 
September 3 and 
triggered a thrilling 
second-half comeback. 

Bournemouth loanee 
Christian Saydee’s superb 
64th-minute strike 
appeared to have Shrews- 
bury on course for a 
fourth straight win. 

But Tracey ended the 
hosts’ 12hr 40min quest 
for an EFL goal at the 
Abbey Stadium with a 
stunning equaliser. 

On 67 minutes the 
winger cut in from the left 
before whipping a 22-yard 
right-foot shot home. 

Nine minutes later Sam 
Smith bagged the clincher 
after he robbed Chey 
Dunkley before beating 
keeper Marko Marosi. 

Shrews’ misery was 
complete in stoppage-time 


Slick Tracey's 
a home hero 


Cambridge. 


Shrewsbury........1 


when ref Sam Allison dis- 
missed sub Ryan Bowman 
for leading with his arm in 
challenging Greg Taylor. 

It was United’s first 
league win in two months 
and left them three points 
clear of the drop-zone. 

U’s chief Mark Bonner 
said: “The players will be 
boosted by that. We 
haven’t had the winning 
feeling here for a while. 

“It seems blooming 
ages since people have 
seen us score. So I’m so 
happy we’ve scored two 
goals and people have 
gone away bouncing.” 


Visiting boss Steve 
Cotterill said: “We haven’t 
deserved to lose that 


game. We were the better 
team by a mile.” 


16 


Oe, 


ARMSTRONG ... brace 


Arm so 
pleased 


Harrogate..........3 
Grimsby..........+--2 


SIMON WEAVER hailed 
rejuvenated striker Luke 
Armstrong after he netted 
his third Harrogate double 
in as many league outings. 
Armstrong opened the 
scoring, then levelled after 
Otis Khan and Harry Clif- 
ton replied for Grimsby. 
And his efforts paved 
the way for a dramatic 
late winner when Kayne 
Ramsay’s drive pinged off 
an upright and hit keeper 
Max Crocombe before 
bouncing over the line. 
Armstong’s spree has 
followed a long drought 
and Sulphurites manager 
Weaver said: “Pm 
delighted to see him in 
among the goals and get- 
ting on the end of the cre- 
ativity we’re producing.” 
Armstrong tapped in the 
first after great byline 
play from Sam Folarin. 
Khan converted a cross 
on 29 minutes and Clifton 
swept home early in the 
second period after John 
McAtee had rounded 
keeper Pete Jameson. 
Harrogate snatched the 
points with Armstrong’s 
clinical finish and 
Crocombe’s own goal. 
Grimsby boss Paul Hurst 
admitted: “We can be 
frustrated and _ pleased 
with other aspects but we 
lost because we conceded 
three very poor goals.” 


It’s slick 
for Mick 


Tranmere.......3 
Doncaster..........0 


MICKY MELLON sighed 
with relief as Tranmere 
tasted victory for the first 
time in over two months. 

Kane Hemmings tapped 
in from close range just 
before the break. 

Kieron Morris doubled 
the lead on 59 minutes, 
firing into the net from 
the right side of the box. 

Tranmere extended their 
advantage when sub Paul 
Lewis headed in a centre 
from Josh Dacres-Cogley. 

Boss Mellon said: ‘1 
could have no complaints 
about the team _perfor- 
mance. We created an 
awful lot of good chances. 

“We’ve missed some big 
chances lately and it was 
good to see those finally 
going in.” 

It is now three defeats 
in four for Doncaster and 
manager Danny Schofield 
said: “It was a disappoint- 
ing performance, we got 
our just deserts.” 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 


MANSFIELD have won three Boxing Day 
games in a row for the first time in their 

league history. Northampton have lost 
six of their last eight on December 26. 


University of 
Northamp 


STEVENS ... equaliser 


Jord can 
help us 


SANON ceccereneeee 4 
BarrOW wesssessstesenee d 


Brady 
boys 
make 
point 


JON'S SATISFIED AT DRAW 


Nigel Clough said: “I was very disap- 
pointed with us at times. 

“I thought we gave the ball away an 
incredible amount of times throughout 
the game and, ultimately, that’s what 


JORDAN STEVENS scored 
one of the goals of the 
season to rescue a point 
for Barrow against ten- 
man Salford. 
Matt Smith’s first half- 
header was cancelled out 
by Stevens’ late 30-yard 
half-volley thunderbolt. 
Bluebirds boss Pete Wild 
said: “We’d worked on an 
area Salford don’t defend 
well and for it to drop for 
a second phase in there 
we were dead pleased. It’s 
a great strike.” 
Referee Thomas Parsons 
showed Callum Hendry a 
straight red card on 37 
minutes for a two-footed 
lunge on Tom White. 
Ammies chief Neil Wood 
said: “We scored = an 
excellent goal to go 1-0 up 
and looked comfortable. 
“Then the  sending-off 
happens and that puts you 
back a bit and we had to 
quickly change.” 
Josh Gordon thought he 
had given the visitors the 
lead on three’ minutes 
when Tom King clawed his 
header back into play — 
but the officials said it did 
not cross the line. 
Salford almost snatched 
victory in stoppage time 
but Ibou Touray’s shot hit 
the underside of the 
crossbar and was centi- 


& 
JUMP. START - 
joy for Cobblers’ 
Sam Hoskins after 
) his late leveller © 


By CHRIS HUGHES 


JON BRADY was the happier of the 
two promotion-chasing managers 


Manstiel Giircia.cieccnctieccaceccl 
Northam ton.......ssscsssccssseesene 


A ; 
SaiMed A inoiae Si iad: Talbot nig acquitted ourselves quite well.” Ben Fox costs us in the 88th minute when metres away from going 
The visiting Cobblers had created the missed a great first-half Stephen McLaughlin gave it away. over the line. 
better chances only to go behind against chance for Northampton, "3 I thought Northamp- 
the run of play when Will Swan netted turning Shaun MeWilli- Lon Were... “NEty, ‘ood 
on 84 minutes. ams’ low cross wide, while today and I _ think fa up 
But midfielder Sam Hoskins levelled in Christy Pym twice saved ! STATS they're the best team in 
spectacular fashion four minutes later as {rom Hoskins after the } the league. : y 
the clash between last season’s play-off break. y_N on | We looked a bit rusty 
semi-final rivals finished all square. But when keeper Lee 8 Shots 15 after two and a_ bit Wi. Y 
Boss Brady said: “Overall it is a good Burge had to parry a 3 Shots on target 4 weeks without a game. 
point and a point gained. deflected clearance late 50% g It's no excuse, but it's 
“We certainly didn’t deserve to lose ©n, Swan popped up to ~ Possession 50% not ideal. Cc | { 
and showed great character to come back poke Stags ahead. a a8 Passes 367 pea Don a played raw (SY eeecenerenceren 
within four minutes of going behind. OskKins hi ack when T i in e week and are in 
“We have had some good battles with he buried a superb far- pacoen th optstion box 18 more of a groove. You SUttOM ..sssssssssnnn 2 
Mansfield and they are a strong side at post volley from Mitch ll orners 5 could see that — a settled 
this level. They have only lost two at Pinnock’s cross soon Fouls conceded 10 side and formation and SUTTON boss Matt Gray 
home all season and I thought we after. Mansfield chief 3 Yellow cards ] some very good players.” believes his side’s second 
0 Red cards 0 away league win of the 


season will help them at 
home. 

Joe Kizzi’s first goal for 
the U’s and a penalty by 
ex-Crawley midfielder Rob 


Johnnie off the spot 


JOHNNIE JACKSON hit out 
at the “softest penalty 
you'll ever see” after his 
10-man AFC Wimbledon 


drew with Newport. 

Dons looked to be heading 
for all three points after 
Ethan Chislett picked out the 
top corner with a free-kick 
just before the hour mark. 

But the game turned on its 
head in the space of two 
minutes as Kyle Hudlin was 
sent off for a  headbutt 
before Offrande Zanzala hit 
an equaliser from the spot 
following a foul on Nathan 
Moriah-Welsh. Dons boss 


Milsom made it a 
triumphant —sreturn for 
Gray, who was_ once 


the Reds’ assistant boss. 

He said: “I asked the 
players to step it up in 
the second half and we 
deserved to win. 

“We’ve got two home 
games now and need to 
make the most of them.” 

Sub Aramide Oteh hit a 
consolation for Crawley 
deep in stoppage-time but 
it was too litttle too late. 

New Crawley boss Matty 
Etherington said: “The 
players look fearful. We 
need to free them up. 

“They look nervous and 
are playing backwards and 
not forwards.” 


going down to ten — softly in 
my opinion — and then con- 
ceding a penalty really softly. 
“But we still didn’t lose, so 
I have immense pride.” 
Newport manager Graham 
Coughlan was similarly 
unimpressed with the out- 
come in the mid-table battle 
and said: “I’m not really 
happy with a point. 
“I wanted to win and I we 
should have done.” 
The League Two clash 
went ahead despite the hosts’ 
sound system failing before 
kick-off, with no alcohol 
served to Plough Lane fans 
for ‘crowd safety’ reasons. 


Wimbledon.............1 
N@WPOST...neecasecsseconse f 


Jackson fumed: “That penalty 
is an absolute scandal. 

“The fact we are sitting 
here with a point after going 
down to ten men, defending 
well and then they are given 
the opportunity from the 
softest penalty you will ever 
see, it’s hard to take. 

“We produced a_e real 
moment of magic to get our- 
selves into the lead. 

“It was all set up for us to 
lose the game at the end, 


BOY DON GOOD... 


Chislett hails opener 


WALSALL are unbeaten in their last seven 
league games (W5 D2) while the Saddlers 
have won three consecutive league games for 
the first time since Dec 2020 (run of four). 


STS 


Oo 


HOSTS WELL 
IN THE HUNT 


Paul header puts ‘em fourth 


By ROB MATTHEWS 
HUNTINGTON'S 


PAUL 


moved Carlisle up to fourth as they 
maintained their jinx over play-off 
rivals Bradford. 

Huntington struck on 34 minutes from 
Taylor Charters’ corner to the delight of 
a season’s-best 8,298 Brunton Park 

audience. The Bantams last won 


header 


HEAD BOY.. 


GanliSlesaivencsinectsscesernscall 
Bradiond essence O 


in Cumbria in 1985 — and never looked 
like ending that run after top 
Andy Cook blew two glorious chances. 

Carlisle boss Paul Simpson said: 
it deserved? I’m not sure I actually care. 
“I told the players to just find a way to 
win and it’s three points. They had some 


scorer 


“Was 


- Huntington 


(second right)celebrates after 
his first-half winner for Carlisle 


Cooke answers Call 


BOSS Keith Curle insists 
there is still room for 
improvement despite 


Hartlepool’s key win at 
fellow strugglers Rochdale. 
Pools registered their first 
back-to-back victories since 
February as Callum Cooke's 
80th-minute free-kick 
clinched the points. 
Rollin Menayese 
headed the visitors 
39th-minute lead. 
But Ian Henderson levelled 
on 59 minutes and the hosts 
looked on top until Cooke’s 
quality strike settled it. 
The win eased 


had 
into a 


Pools’ 


ROChdale.......+0s+00 1 
Hartlepool............-2 


relegation worries while 
intensifying Dale’s — _ but 
Curle is demanding more. 

He said: “We can still do 
better — and that’s not to 
take the shine off the win. 

“We were very good for 
about 35 minutes of the first 
half. 

“But aspects of the second 
half disappointed me, even 
though that’s when we 
scored the winning goal. 

“I just felt we could have 


made things a lot easier for 
ourselves but too many times 
we came up short. 

“A committed performance 
is how I’d describe it and it’s 
back-to-back wins for the 
first time since February. 
That seems a long time ago!” 

Dale boss Jim Bentley said: 
“We're too easy to play against 
and lack character at times. 

“We got ourselves back in 
it and on top. But we let 
them off the hook with a 
lazy foul and an opportunity 
to have a shot at our goal. 

“Some would say it’s a 
wonder goal but it was 
avoidable and frustrating.” 


ootball. 


ONAROLL... 


good opportunities and played some good 
Thankfully, 
didn’t have his shooting boots on.” 

Rusty Bradford, 
game in over three weeks, 
third defeat after Cook spurned his big 
chances to equalise. 

Bantams boss Mark Hughes admitted: 
“Cooky needs to score them. 

“If we had got back on level terms, we 
maybe would have had the momentum to 
go on and get something even better out 
of the game.” 


on the day, Cook 


their first 


playing 
slipped to a 


— 


Shots on target 
Possession 
Passes 
Touches in opposition box 
Comers 
Fouls conceded 
Yellow cards 
Red cards 


scorer Menayese on his knees 
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LEAGUE TWO FASTEST & LATEST GOALS 
FASTEST — Luke Armstrong (Harrogate) 11m 24s 
LATEST — Aramide Oteh (Crawley) 94m 27s 


MANNY MONTHE produced 
a dramatic late winner as 
Walsall came from behind 
to win. 

Defender Monthe 
pounced four minutes into 
added time from close 
range as the Saddlers 
extended their unbeaten 
run to seven games. 

Delighted boss Michael 
Flynn said: “The lads 
deserved that for the 
effort and endeavour they 
showed from start to 
finish. We've stuck in 
there and got our reward 
right at the end. 

“’m so pleased for 
Manny because he always 
gives us everything.” 

The hosts broke the 
deadlock just after the 


RESPONSE... 


(C 


in association with 


Olas \\\' 


HE’S THE MAN 


Swindon. 
Walsall 


half-hour mark when Ellis 
landolo buried Ronan 
Darcy’s smart cut-back at 
the second time of asking. 


Tom Knowles’ cross 
struck the unfortunate 
Romeao Hutton before 
trickling over the line to 
level just before the 
break. 

Robins boss Scott 
Lindsey said: “It’s really 
frustrating — we didn’t 


deserve that. 

“The lads have given it 
everything but that’s a 
massive blow to lose it in 
the manner we did.” 


Tchamadeu netted after racist abuse claim 


JUNIOR RISES 


JUNIOR TCHAMADEU 
hit back at an alleged 
racist comment in the 
perfect way as he earned 
the U’s a vital win. 

The game was briefly 
paused as the defender, 
19, reported racial abuse 
to referee Sam Purkiss. 

But he popped up with 
the winner on 26 minutes 
when he converted Sam- 
son Tovide’s cross as Col- 
chester beat the only 
team who started the day 
below them. 

U’s boss Matt Bloomfield 
said: “There’s no place 
for racism in football or 
society. I was glad Junior 
answered it with a goal.” 

Gills fans had seen 
their Christmas wishes 
answered on Friday when 
US property tycoon Brad 


DAVE’ 


DAVE CHALLINOR lauded a 
display of two halves as 
rusty County continued 
their charge towards play- 
off contention. 

Paddy Madden and Will 
Collar got the second-half 
goals which lifted the 
Hatters to within four 
points of the top seven. 

Challinor admitted the 
weather-enforced break 
— they lasted played 
almost three weeks ago 
— showed early on. 

He said: “We looked like 
a team who had not played 
for a while but from 
minute one in the second 
half we were better. 

“Even in the first half, 
when we were well below 
the standards we have 


Gillingham.........0 
Colchester.........-1 


Galinson 
takeover. 

But there were boos at 
the end as the rock- 
bottom Kent side failed 
to score for a SEVENTH 
successive League game. 


completed his 


No wonder some 
fed-up fans think the 
club should change its 


nickname to the Nils. 

Gillingham boss Neil 
Harris said: “I’ve met the 
new owner — he wants to 
transform the club. 

“I want to be a part of 
it. I'd say we need four 
or five new faces next 
month — and talks have 
already started.” 


RELIEF 


Stockport. 
Crewe. 


set, we still had goalscor- 
ing opportunities.” 

Ryan Rydel struck the 
upright early in the second 
half but then set up both 
goals, Madden nodding in 
the opener before Collar 
netted his fifth in three 
games from a corner. 

Crewe manager Lee Bell 
said: “There was no cre- 
ativity, no movement and 
too many played on their 
own, and we have got to 
address it. 

“There were 1,000 of 
our fans behind the goal 
and we have to put on a 
show for them.” 
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RESULTS & TABLES <-> 


JORDAN THORNILEY’S 53rd-minute sending 
off was Blackpool’s sixth red card of the 
season — the most in the top four tiers of 
English football in 2022-23. 


PREMIER L 


ARSENAL (0) 3 WESTHAM (1) 1 
Saka 53 Benrahma 27 (pen) 
Martinelli 59 

Nketiah 69 

Arsenal: Ramsdale, White, Saliba, Gabriel, Tierney 


(Zinchenko 73), Odegaard, Partey (Elneny 90), Xhaka, 
Saka, Nketiah, Martinelli (Vieira 88). Subs not used: Holding, 
Cedric, Sambi Lokonga, Alencar, Turner, Cozier-Duberry. 


West Ham: Fabianski, Coufal, Dawson, Kehrer, Cresswell, 
Soucek (Fornals 78), Rice, Bowen, Lucas Paqueta, Ben- 
tahma, Antonio (Mubama 87). Subs not used: Johnson, 
Lanzini, Downes, Areola, Ogbonna, Coventry, Emerson 
Palmieri. Booked: Bowen, Coufal. 


ASTON VILLA (0) 1 LIVERPOOL (2) 3 


Watkins 59 Salah 5 
Att 42,085 van Dijk 37 
Bajcetic 81 


Aston Villa: Olsen, A Young, Konsa, Mings, Digne, McGinn, 
Kamara (Coutinho 86), Douglas Luiz, Buendia (Ings 86), 
Bailey (Dendoncker 86), Watkins. Subs not used: Cash, 
Chambers, Bednarek, Archer, Marshall, K Young. 


Liverpool: Alisson, Alexander-Amold (Gomez 79), Matip, 
van Dijk, Robertson, Henderson (Bajcetic 79), Fabinho, Thi- 
ago (Keita 67), Salah, Nunez (Doak 88), Oxlade-Chamber- 
lain (Elliott 67). Subs not used: Tsimikas, Carvalho, Phillips, 
Kelleher. 


BRENTFORD (1) 2 TOTTENHAM (0) 2 


Janelt 15 Kane 65 
Toney 54 Hojbjerg 71 


Brentford: Raya, Jorgensen, Pinnock, Mee, Roerslev, 
Jensen (Ghoddos 67), Norgaard (Dasilva 82), Janelt, Henry, 
Mbeumo (Wissa 82), Toney. Subs not used: Goode, Canos, 
Jansson, Lewis-Potter, Damsgaard, Cox. Booked: Jensen, 
Mbeumo, Toney. 


Tottenham Hotspur: Forster, Tanganga (Sanchez 67), Dier, 
Lenglet (Davies 90), Doherty, Bissouma, Hojbjerg, Perisic, 
Kulusevski, Kane, Son. Subs not used: Lloris, Skipp, Gil 
Salvatierra, Emerson, Sessegnon, Sarr, White. Booked: 
Bissouma. 


CRYSTAL PAL(0) 0 FULHAM (1) 3 


Att 25,176 Reid 31 
Ream 71 
Mitrovic 80 


Crystal Palace: Guaita, Clyne (Ward 67), Andersen, 
Tomkins, Mitchell, Doucoure (Milivojevic 84), Schlupp (Rie- 
dewald 84), Ayew, Olise (Hughes 84), Eze (Richards 60), 
Zaha. Subs not used: Butland, Edouard, Ebiowei, Gordon. 
Booked: Tomkins. Sent-off: Mitchell, Tomkins. 


Fulham: Leno, Tete, Diop, Ream, Robinson, Reed, Joao 
Palhinha (Cairney 75), Reid (Wilson 81), Andreas Pereira 
(Harris 85), Willian (James 82), Mitrovic (Vinicius 85). Subs 
not used: Rodak, Adarabioyo, Duffy, Chalobah. 


EVERTON (1) 1 WOLVES(1) 2 
Mina 7 Podence 22 
Att 39,252 Ait Nouri 90 


Everton: Pickford, Patterson, Mina (Godfrey 76), Tarkowski, 
Mykolenko, Iwobi, Onana, Gueye (Doucoure 84), Gordon, 
Maupay (Cannon 83), McNeil (Gray 56). Subs not used: Hol- 
gate, Begovic, Coleman, Davies, Ruben Vinagre. Booked: 
Patterson. 


Wolverhampton: Jose Sa, Nelson Semedo, Collins, Kilman, 
Bueno (Ait Nouri 59), Hodge (Matheus Luiz 59), Neves, Joao 
Moutinho (Gomes 78), Hwang (Traore 60), Costa, Daniel 
Podence (Goncalo Guedes 73). Subs not used: Jimenez, 
Sarkic, Ronan, Lembikisa. Booked: Ait Nouri, Costa, Daniel 
Podence, Gomes, Kilman, Neves. 


HAPPY EMILE 
Hojbjerg” nets Spurs’, 
equaliser at Brentford 


PWODL F A Pts 
Arsenal 15 13 1 1 36 12 40 
Newcastle 16 9 6 1 32 11 33 
Man City 1410 2 2 40 14 32 
Tottenham 16 9 3 4 33 23 30 
Man Utd 14 8 2 4 20 20 26 
Liverpool 15057) (8) 4.93418) (25) 
Brighton 15 7 3 5 26 20 24 
Fulham 16 6 4 6 27 26 22 
Chelsea 44) 1G) 73) 05) 97) 17) 520 
Brentford 16 4 8 4 25 27 20 
CrystalPalace 15 5 4 6 15 21 19 
Aston Villa 16 5 3 8 17 25 18 
Leicester 16 5 2 9 25 28 17 
Bournemouth 15 4 4 7 18 32 16 
Leeds 14 4 3 7 22 26 15 
West Ham 16 4 2 10 13 20 14 
Everton 163 5 8 12 19 14 
Wolves 16 3 4 9 10 25 13 
Nottm Forest : as - 13 
Southampton 3°10 14 12 
LEADING SCORERS 
Haaland (Man City) 18 
Kane (Tottenham) 13 
Toney (Brentford) 11 
Mitrovic (Fulham) 10 
Almiron (Newcastle) : 

Rodrigo (Leeds) 
LEADING ASSISTS 
De Bruyne (Man City) 9 
Saka (Arsenal) 6 
Robertson (Liverpool) 5 
Bernardo Silva (Man City) 5 
Iwobi (Everton) 5 
Kulusevski (Tottenham) 5 
LEICESTER (0) 0 NEWCASTLE (3) 3 

Att 32,185 Wood 3 (pen) 

Almiron 7 
Joelinton 32 


Leicester: Ward, Castagne, Amartey, Faes, Thomas, Tiele- 
mans, Soumare (Ndidi 72), Praet (Perez 17), Dewsbury-Hall, 
Barnes (Iheanacho 71), Daka (Vardy 46). Subs not used: 
Soyuncu, Albrighton, Vestergaard, Mendy, Iversen. 


Newcastle: Pope, Trippier, Schar, Botman, Burn, Longstaff 
(Anderson 90), Bruno Guimaraes, Willock (Murphy 84), 
Almiron (Saint-Maximin 83), Wood (Ritchie 88), Joelinton. 
Subs not used: Lascelles, Targett, Manquillo, Fraser, Dar- 
low. 


SOUTHAMPTON (0)1 BRIGHTON (2) 3 


Ward-Prowse 73 Lallana 14 
Perraud 35 (og) 
March 56 


Southampton: Bazunu, Walker-Peters, Lyanco, Salisu, Per- 
raud (Maitland-Niles 54), Ward-Prowse, Diallo (S Armstrong 
46), Djenepo (Aribo 46), Elyounoussi (Mara 78), Edozie 
(A Armstrong 84), Adams. Subs not used: Caleta-Car, 
Caballero, Kotchap, Morgan. Booked: Aribo. 


Brighton: Sanchez, Veltman, Dunk, Colwill, Estupinan, 
Caicedo, Gross (Gilmour 90), March (Lamptey 84), Lallana 
(Sarmiento 67), Mitoma, Trossard (Ferguson 83). Subs not 
used: Enciso, Undav, Steele, van Hecke, Moran. Booked: 
Caicedo, Sanchez. 


VANARAMA NATIONAL 


Aldershot 1 Woking 2, Altrincham 2 FC 
Halifax 1, Barnet 2 Boreham Wood 1, Dag & 
Red 1 Maidstone Utd 0, Dorking Wanderers 
1 Eastleigh 1, Notts County 4 Oldham 1, 
Scunthorpe 1 Chesterfield 2, Southend 0 
Bromley 1, Torquay 1 Yeovil 1, Wealdstone 
3 Maidenhead Utd 2, Wrexham 5 Solihull 
Moors 0, York 0 Gateshead 3. 

NORTH - AFC Fylde 1 Chorley 2, AFC 
Telford 0 Chester FC 0, Alfreton Town 3 Bux- 
ton 0, Blyth Spartans 1 Spennymoor Town 3, 
Boston Utd 0 King’s Lynn Town 2, Brackley 1 
Banbury Utd 1, Bradford P A 1 Farsley Celtic 
1, Curzon Ashton 1 Southport 1, Darlington 
2 Scarborough Athletic 3, Hereford FC 0 
Kidderminster 1, Leamington 1 Gloucester 1, 
Peterborough Sports 1 Kettering 2. 

SOUTH - Bath City 1 Chippenham 3, 
Chelmsford 2 Braintree Town 0, Cheshunt 

4 Concord Rangers 2, Dulwich 1 Dover 1, 
Ebbsfleet United 1 Dartford 4, Havant and W 
1 Eastbourne Borough 2, Hemel Hempstead 
1 St Albans 3, Hungerford Town 1 Farnbor- 
ough 1, Oxford City 1 Slough 3, Tonbridge 
Angels 0 Welling 1, Weymouth 1 Taunton 
Town 3, Worthing 4 Hampton & Richmond 3. 


BRISTOL CITY (0) 0 WEST BROM (1) 2 


Phillips 9 
Thomas-Asante 75 
Att: 235,181 


Bristol City: O'Leary, Vyner, King (Atkinson 52), Naismith, 
Pring, Weimann (Tanner 71), Williams (Sykes 71), James, 
Scott (Semenyo 79), Wells (Bell 80), Conway. Subs not 
used: Bentley, Dasilva. Booked: James, Williams. 


West Brom: Palmer, Furlong, O'Shea, Pieters, Townsend, 
Molumby (Gardner-Hickman 82), Yokuslu, Wallace (Dian- 
gana 71), Swift (Rogic 64), Phillips (Ahearne-Grant 82), Dike 
(Thomas-Asante 64). Subs not used: Button, Ajayi. Booked: 


Furlong. 
CARDIFF (0) 0 OPR (0) 0 
Att: 18,549 


Cardiff: Allsop, Romeo, Ng, Kipre, O’Dowda, Wintle, Ralls, 
Philogene-Bidace (Harris 67), Robinson, Colwill (Whyte 83), 
Etete. Subs not used: Sang, Simpson, Luthra, Rinomhota, 
Nkounkou. Booked: Romeo, Wintle. 


QPR: Dieng, Laird, Dickie, Dunne, Paal, Dozzell, Field, 
lroegbunam (Amos 80), Adomah (Chair 73), Dykes (Roberts 
73), Willock (Shodipo 73). Subs not used: Kakay, Archer, 
Masterson. Booked: Iroegbunam, Laird, Roberts. 


HULL (0) 41 BLACKPOOL (1) 1 
Estupinan 77 Carey 28 
Att: 19,170 


Hull: Ingram, Christie (Coyle 61), Jones (Smith 74), 
McLoughlin, Greaves, Woods (Sayyadmanesh 61), Seri, 
Longman (Sinik 60), Tufan, Slater, Estupinan. Subs not 
used: Tobias Figueiredo, Docherty, Lo-Tutala. Booked: 
Greaves, Seri. 


Blackpool: Grimshaw, Connolly, Ekpiteta, Husband, Garbutt 
(Thorniley 46), Patino, Poveda-Ocampo (Thompson 57), 
Beesley (Lavery 83), Carey, Yates, Madine. Subs not used: 
Dougall, Moore, Williams, Wright. Booked: Garbutt, Grim- 
shaw. Sent-off: Thorniley. 


LUTON (0) 2 NORWICH (0) 1 
Campbell 61 Pukki 69 
Woodrow 90 Att: 9,831 


Luton: Horvath, Osho, Lockyer, Potts, Mpanzu, Bree, Camp- 
bell (Freeman 78), Clark, Doughty, Morris (Woodrow 86), 
Adebayo (Jerome 57). Subs not used: Cornick, Berry, Isted, 
Pettit. Booked: Lockyer, Osho. Sent-off: Osho. 

Norwich: Gunn, Gibson, Hanley, Omobamidele, Aarons, 
Gibbs (Idah 46), McLean (Hayden 75), Giannoulis, Sargent 
(Hernandez 75), Gabriel Sara, Pukki. Subs not used: Krul, 
Byram, Dowell, Nunez. Booked: Gibbs. 


MIDDLESBRO (1) 4 WIGAN (0) 1 


Forss 26 Aasgaard 62 
Akpom 49, 59, 90 Att: 31,048 


Middlesbrough: Steffen, Smith, Fry, Lenihan, Giles, Howson 
(Mowatt 46), Hackney, Jones (Hoppe 84), Akpom, Watmore 
(McGree 62), Forss (Crooks 76). Subs not used: McNair, 
Roberts, Bola. Booked: Hackney, Smith. 

Wigan: Jones, Nyambe (Darikwa 75), Hughes, Tilt, Mc- 
Clean, Power, Cousins (Naylor 86), Lang (Fletcher 86), 
Keane, Aasgaard (Scully 75), Broadhead (Shinnie 69). Subs 
not used: Amos, Bennett. Booked: Hughes. 


PRESTON (1) 1 HUD'SFIELD (0) 2 
Cunningham 34 Rhodes 76 
Att: 16,982 Kesler 85 


Preston North End: Woodman, Storey, Lindsay, Cunning- 
ham, Potts (Diaby 90), Whiteman, Ledson (McCann 77), 
Fernandez, Johnson (Browne 77), Woodburn (Jakobsen 
77), Evans. Subs not used: Bauer, Cornell, Cross-Adair. 
Booked: Cunningham, Evans. 


Huddersfield: Nicholls, Lees, Helik, Boyle, Kesler, Hogg, 
Kasumu (Diarra 71), Ruffels, Rudoni, Holmes (Jackson 90), 
Rhodes (Simpson 89). Subs not used: Mahoney, Camara, 
Spencer, Bilokapic. Booked: Hogg, Holmes, Kasumu. 


ROTHERHAM (1) 2 STOKE (0) 2 


Thompson 45 (og) Campbell 61 
Washington 71 Peltier 80 (og) 
Att: 11,517 


Rotherham: Johansson, Peltier, Wood, Humphreys, Bar- 
laser, Harding, Wiles (Lindsay 30), Rathbone, Bramall (Fer- 
guson 90), Eaves (Washington 65), Ogbene. Subs not used: 
McCart, Odofin, Hemfrey, Kioso. Booked: Eaves. 


Stoke: Bonham, Souttar, Jagielka, Fox, Brown, Baker, 
Thompson, Smallbone (Powell 61), Tymon, Delap (Clarke 
74), Campbell. Subs not used: Bursik, Wilmot, Kilkenny, 
Fosu, Taylor. Booked: Brown, Souttar. 


SHEFF U (1) 3 COVENTRY (0) 1 
McAtee 35 Gyokeres 75 

Clark 52 Att: 29,651 

Doyle 71 


Sheff Utd: Foderingham, Ahmedhodzic, Egan, Clark, Bal- 
dock, Berge, Norwood, Lowe, McAtee (Doyle 70), Ndiaye 
(Basham 79), Sharp (Jebbison 70). Subs not used: Davies, 
Stevens, Khadra, Bogle. Booked: Egan. Sent-off: Egan. 


EAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Pw ODtL -F A Pts 
jurniey 23 13 8 2 46 24 47 
Sheff Utd 2414 5 5 41 21 47 
Blackburn 24 13 0 11 28 28 39 
Watford 24 10 7 7 30 24 37 
Norwich 24 10 5 9 31 27 35 
Millwall 23,10 5 8 29 26 35 
QPR 24 10 5 9 27 27 35 
Sunderland 24 9 7 8 33 27 34 
Preston 24 9 7 8 23 24 34 
Middlesbrough 24 9 6 9 36 31 33 
Coventry 23 9 6 8 26 25 33 
Luton 23 8 9 6 26 25 33 
West Brom 24 8 8 8 31 26 32 
Birmingham 23 8 8 7 26 22 32 
Swansea 23 8 8 7 30 32 32 
Reading 23 10 2 11 26 33 32 
Stoke 24 8 6 10 28 32 30 
Bristol City 24 7 6 11 31 34 27 
Rotherham 24 6 9 9 28 34 27 
Cardiff 24 7 6 11 20 28 27 
Hull 24,7 +6 11 27 41 27 
Blackpool 24 6 7 11 26 35 25 
Wigan 24 : 6 oe BS Be 24 
Huddersfield 23 4 22 


LEADING SCORERS 


Gyokeres (Coventry) 12 
Akpom (Middlesbrough) 12 
Flemming (Millwall) 10 
Brereton (Blackburn) 9 
Sargent (Norwich) 9 
Rodriguez (Burnley) 9 
Yates (Blackpool) 9 
Ndiaye (Sheff Utd) 9 
Estupinan (Hull) 9 
McBurnie (Sheff Utd) 9 
Giles (Middlesbrough) 7 
Chair (QPR) 6 
Sema (Watford) 6 
Thomas (Huddersfield) 6 
Barlaser (Rotherham) 6 
Clarke (Sunderland) 5 
Ndiaye (Sheff Utd) 5 
Wallace (West Brom) 5 
Brownhill (Burnley) 5 
Norwood (Sheff Utd) 5 
Wilson (Coventry) 11 
Woodman (Preston) 11 
Bachmann (Watford) 10 
Foderingham (Sheff Utd) 9 
Kaminski (Blackburn) 9 
Allsop (Cardiff) 8 
Ruddy (Birmingham) 8 
Horvath (Luton) 8 


Coventry: Wilson, Rose, Doyle, Panzo (Tavares 85), Bur- 
roughs (Dabo 59), Hamer, Sheaf (Kelly 58), Bidwell, Allen 
(Waghorn 59), O'Hare (Palmer 7), Gyokeres. Subs not used: 
Moore, Kane. Booked: Bidwell, Palmer, Sheaf. 


SUNDERLAND (1) 2 BLACKBURN (1) 1 


Stewart 22 (pen) Stewart 18 (0g) 
Simms 90 Att: 43,921 


Sunderland: Patterson, Gooch (Wright 79), Ballard, O'Nien, 
Cirkin (Hume 51), Evans, Neil, Roberts (Simms 80), Diallo, 
Clarke, Stewart. Subs not used: Bass, Ba, Michut, Matete. 
Booked: Cirkin, Diallo, Hume. 


Blackburn: Kaminski, Rankin-Costello, Ayala, Hyam, Pick- 
ering, Morton, Buckley, Hedges, Dack (Travis 77), Brere- 
ton, Gallagher (Hirst 77). Subs not used: Pears, Wharton, 
Markanday, Garrett, Phillips. Booked: Ayala, Buckley, Hirst, 


Morton, Rankin-Costello. 
WATFORD (0) 0 MILLWALL(1) 2 
Voglsammer 22 


Flemming 83 
Att: 20,204 


Watford: Bachmann, Ngakia (Mario 61), Kabasele (Kalu 71), 
Cathcart, Kamara, Bacuna (Troost-Ekong 46), Dele-Bashiru, 
Sema, Joao Pedro (Asprilla 35), Sarr, Davis. Subs not used: 
Bayo, Hamer, Sierralta. Booked: Bachmann, Bacuna. Sent- 
off: Kamara. 


Millwall: Long, McNamara, Hutchinson, Cooper, Wallace, 
Mitchell, Saville (Esse 90), Voglsammer (Honeyman 81), 
Flemming, Burey (Shackleton 75), Bradshaw. Subs not 
used: Evans, Afobe, Cresswell, Bialkowski. Booked: Long, 
McNamara, Saville. 


VANARAMA NATIONAL VANARAMA NORTH VANARAMA SOUTH THE PITCHING IN NORTHERN PREMIER 
PW DL F APts Pw ODL F APts P W DL F APts | FC United of Manchester 4 Ashton Utd 0, 
NottsCounty 2417 6 1 6322 57 Darlington 2413 5 6 4530 44 Dartford 2516 3 6 5025 51 | Guiseley 3 Atherton Collieries 0, Hyde Utd 0 
Wrexham 2316 5 26019 53 Brackley 2312 7 4 2918 43 | Ebbsfleet Utd 2215 3 4 5022 48 | Stalybridge Celtic 1, Lancaster City 1 Bamber 
Chesterfield 2214 4 44526 46 Scarborough A 2312 6 5 4333 42 | Havant andW 2314 4 5 5032 46 | Bridge 1, Liversedge P Gainsborough Trinity 
Woking 2313 4 6 3923 43 King’sLynnTn 2012 5 3 3920 41 | Chelmsford 2213 4 5 3117 43 | P (Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch), 
Barnet 2212 3 7 4239 39 Chester FC 2311 8 4 3721 41 | St Albans 2311 6 6 3720 39 | Marske Utd P Morpeth Town P (Postponed 
Southend 239 7 7302134 BanburyUtd 2310 6 7 3526 36 EastbourneB 2412 3 9 4335 39 | - due to waterlogged pitch), Matlock Town 4 
Solihull oer. 229 6 73529 33 AFCFyide 1911 3 5 3021 36 Oxford City 2510 8 7 4034 38 | Belper 0, South Shields 4 Whitby 2, Stafford 
Broi 22°96 7 3229 33 Chorley 22°97 6 3122 34 Worthing ~~ 2310 8 5 3834 38 | Rangers 3 Nantwich 0, Warrington Rylands 4 
Wealdstone 239 6 8 293533 Southport 229 6 7 322933 BraintreeTn 2210 5 7 3428 35 | Radcliffe 0, Warrington Town 0 Marine 0. 
Dag & Red 219 5 73536 32 P’boroughSp 249 6 9 3131 33 Tonbridge 2410 3113339 33 | THE PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN PREMIER 
Eastleigh 249 5102730 32 Gloucester 2410 3113539 33 Bath City 228 6 8 3252 30)... a 
Altrincham 248 8 8 3543 32 Kidderminster 23 9 4102326 31 Welling @2)7) 1817) 20:38)20)|| Siloncay 4 Bhiontingsed Regent isiion s 
Boreham Wood22 8 7 7 262331 AlfretonTn 217 8 6 2924 29 | Dover 2217) 7) 8\28 30128 || Soutord t Honea Bognor Hers 
FC Halifax 23 9 4102229 31 Leamington 23 5 126 2021 27 Farnborough 207 6 7 2121 27 & Pitsea 2 Carshalton Re Kingstonian 0, 
Dorking 25 8 6114355 30 SpennymoorTn226 9 7 2831 27 HemelHemp 237 6102533 27 Enfield awd. Potters Banvown { Hastings 
York 247 7102627 28 BradfordPA 23 7 5112129 26 Taunton Tn 186 7 5 1817 25 Utd 2 Lewes 1, Herne Bay 1 Folkestone 
Maidenhead 248 4122734 28 Hereford FC 21 7 4102627 25 Dulwich 207 49 2933 25 Invicta 2, Margate 0 Cray Wanderers 3, 
Aldershot 228 2123135 26 BostonUtd 247 4133340 25 Slough 23 6 5122543 23 | wingate & Finchley 0 Haringey Borough 0. 
Yeovil 23 4 127 1822 24 CurzonAshton 216 6 9 1922 24  Hampton&R 216 4112938 22 
Maidstone Utd 25 5 6143054 21 Buxton 206 6 8 2128 24 | ConcordRors 216 4112135 22 | THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER 
Gateshead 23 4 811283820 Kettering 23 6_6 112137 24 Cheshunt 23 7 1152844 22 | SOUTH 
Oldham 225 5122337 20 FarsleyCeltic 215 5112438 20 Chippenham 205 4111932 19 | Chesham Utd 0 Hayes & Yeading Utd 3, Har- 
Torquay 244 7132847 19 BlythSpartans 21 4 6112134 18 | Weymouth 22 5 3142442 18 | row Borough 0 Met Police 2, Hartley Wintney 
Scunthorpe 243 714284916 AFC Telford 22 2 5151440 11 | Hungerford Tn 22 3 4151631 13 | 3 Gosport Borough 1, Hendon 1 Hanwell 


pEC|27 
1974 


OTIM FOREST 
ARSENAL. = A 
CUP 


star 

Alan Ball (left) 

made his 

/Arsenal debut 

at Nottingham 

Forest following 

his £220,000 

» move from 

Everton. 

But it was Forest 

winger lan_ Storey- 

Moore who overshad- 

owed Ball's debut with an 

individual goal which saw 

him run half the length 
of the field to score. 

The Gunners equalised 

in the 53rd minute with 

a clever chip shot from 


9g DE G)27 


ée 1393 


VEARS AGO 
SHINDON, 
ARSENAL 


ARSENALS 

dynamic 

of Kevin 

Campbell and 

lan Wright 

destroyed lowly 

Swindon with a four- 

goal blast at the County 

Ground. 
Campbell 


YEARS AGO 


c MOORE MAl 
BAL OF HS 0 


duo 


bagged a magnifi- 
cent hat-trick — his second of 
the season — but Wright (right) 
was the star of the show. 


He chipped keeper Fraser ~ 
Digby from 35 yards in the \ 
last minute for his 21st goal of 
the season. Swindon manager 
John Gorman = said: have 
never seen a striker better 
than lan Wright. He was 
unbelievable.” 


Town 0, Plymouth Parkway 3 Truro City 3, THE PITCHING IN NORTHERN PREMIER 
Sed rita) pw et nar 
PIE Le Ue wn | South Shields 2012 5 3 3518 41 
0 Weston-S-Mare 2, Winchester City 0 Salis- Hyde Utd 2211 5 6 2917 38 
bury FC 1, Yate Town 2 Merthyr Town 2. Gainsborough 219 9 3 4017 36 
THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER | Marine 219 8 43014 35 
CENTRAL Bamber Bridge 2310 5 8 3542 35 
Alvechurch 3 Redditch Utd 3, Bedford 6 Pe Uee ohmtan aaa eens iee 
nena 5 Matlock Town 2110 4 7 3227 34 
Rushden & Diamonds 1, Hitchin 2 Kings WarringtonR 239 6 8 4232 33 
Langley 4, Ilkeston 1 Basford 1, Leiston 2 Wartiioten ™ 219 6 6 3123 33 
Needham Market 1, Nuneaton Borough 4 9 
Mi 5 Stafford R 229 6 7 2927 33 
lickleover 2, Rushall Olympic 3 Hednesford 
i Radcliffe 228 8 6 3129 32 
0, St Ives 0 Royston Town 2, Stourbridge 
1 Bromsgrove Sporting 1, Stratford 0 Ashton Utd 259 5 9 2929 29 
Tamworth 4, Guiseley 218 4 9 2830 28 
Atherton C 226 9 7 2026 27 
JD CYMRU PREMIER Lancaster City 216 8 7 2125 26 
Aberystwyth 1 Newtown 2, Caernarfon Town | Whitby Town 227 4112331 25 
1 Bala 5, Connah's Quay Nomads 2 Flint Morpeth Town 21 7 3113033 24 
Town United 0, Penybont 1 Cardiff Met Uni | MarskeUtd 18 7 2 9 2733 23 
3, Pontypridd Utd 3 Haverfordwest County 2, | NantwichTn 226 5111825 23 
The New Saints FC 7 Airbus UK Broughton 0. Seaver ese c a 6 : 111828 23 
Liversedge 0 5 131645 17 
TOPS PW ODL F APts 
The New Saints1714 3.0606 45|8elperTown 223 5142050 14 
Connah's Quay 1813 2 3 3212 41 (FC United of Manchester deducted 3 points for Ineligible 
Cardiff Met Uni1911 1 7 2428 34 | player). (Ashton Utd deducted 3 points for Ineligible player) 


Soren 


PETERBOROUGH’S Jonson Clarke-Harris has scored 
56 Football League goals since joining the Posh in 


2020-21. Excluding play-offs, no player has scored 
more goals in the Football League during that time. 


LEAGUE ONE 


Fe 


HEN Ci DALGLISH treated 
Anfield's first capacity 


a memorable hat-trick. 
King Kenny (left) was 
head and_ shoulders 


above 


City with 
stunning goals. 
Neal 


Phil 
lan 


Manchester 


three 


and 


Rush were 


also. on_ target 

as Bob Paisley’s 
« team ripped City 
Liverpool 
went on to win 
the title while City 
were relegated. 


apart. 


ee a 2 


YEARS AGO 


LUES 
MANCHESTER 
ADAMA TRAORE was the 


CITY 


scourge of Manchester 
City as he inspired a 
pulsating comeback. 

Trailing 2-0 to a 
double from Raheem 
Sterling, the home side 
hit back with second-half 
goals from Traore, Raul 
Jimenez and a last-minute 
winner from Matt 
Doherty (right). 

City keeper Ederson was 
sent off for denying a 
goalscoring opportunity 

on Diogo 


ACAD) ATI Jota after 
HAS AD ai 
Ae 


‘THE PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN PREMIER 


| THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER 


ACCRINGTON (0) 1 BARNSLEY (1) 1 


Leigh 62 (pen) Norwood 8 
Att: 4,791 


Accrington Stanley: Savin, Fernandes (Adekoya 51), Astley, 
Rodgers, Conneely, Clark (Longelo 46), Coyle, Hamilton, 
Pritchard, Whalley (Woods 75), Leigh (Perritt 88). Subs not 
used: Jensen, Nolan, Martin. Booked: Conneely, Perritt. 


Barnsley: Collins, Cundy, Andersen, Kitching, Connell 
(Wolfe 46), Williams, Phillips, Kane, Cadden, Norwood 
(Martin 75), Cole. Subs not used: Walton, Moon, Larkeche, 
Aitchison, Jalo. Booked: Connell, Cundy, Kane. 


BURTON ALB (3) 3 LINCOLN CITY (0)0 


Hughes 5 Att: 5,687 
Smith 14 
Adeboyejo 27 (pen) 


Burton Albion: Garratt, Brayford, Hughes, Ndaba, Hamer, 
Taylor, Oshilaja, Borthwick-Jackson, Smith (Onyango 87), 
Kamwa (Dodoo 72), Adeboyejo (Carayol 90). Subs not used: 
Powell, Mariappa, Keillor-Dunn, Sinisalo. 


Lincoln City: Rushworth, O'Connor, Jackson, Walsh (House 
36), Poole, Sanders (Sorensen 46), Virtue, Roughan, Ver- 
nam (Bishop 65), Hopper, Diamond. Subs not used: Oakley- 
Boothe, Robson, Eyoma, Wright. Booked: Diamond. 


CAMBRIDGE (0) 2 SHREWSBURY (0)1 


Tracey 67 Saydee 64 
Smith 76 


Cambridge Utd: Mannion, Williams, Okedina, Jones (Taylor 
15), Dunk (Tracey 56), Digby, Worman, Knibbs (Simper 
78), Lankester (Ironside 56), Brophy, Smith. Subs not used: 
Holden, Janneh, McConnell. Booked: Okedina, Tracey, 
Williams. 


Shrewsbury: Marosi, Pennington, Dunkley, Moore, Pyke 
(Bloxham 84), Winchester, Leahy, Shipley, Bayliss, Street 
(Bowman 88), Saydee. Subs not used: O'Brien, Burgoyne, 
Barlow, Bailey. Booked: Pennington, Street. Sent-off: Bow- 
man. 


CHARLTON (0) 1 PETERBORO (0) 1 
Leaburn 49 Clarke-Harris 65 
Att: 13,816 


Charlton: Maynard-Brewer, Inniss, Lavelle, Ness, Clare, 
Dobson, Fraser (Henry 75), Sessegnon, Payne (Rak-Sakyi 
75), Kanu (Stockley 74), Leaburn (Kirk 82). Subs not used: 
MacGillivray, Blackett-Taylor, Mitchell. Booked: Dobson. 


Peterborough: Blackmore, Kent, Edwards, Watts, Ward, 
Fuchs (Kyprianou 72), J Taylor, Burrows, Poku (J Taylor 
90), Mason-Clarke (Jade-Jones 72), Clarke-Harris. Subs not 
used: Bergstrom, Butler, Knight, Thompson. 


CHELTENHAM (0) 0 PLYMOUTH (0) 1 


Whittaker 78 
Att: 5,975 


Cheltenham: Southwood, Long (Taylor 83), Raglan, Free- 
stone, Broom (Brown 83), Sercombe, Bonds (Perry 72), 
Williams (Ferry 71), Olayinka (Jackson 72), N’Lundulu, May. 
Subs not used: MacDonald, Norton. Booked: Long. 


Plymouth: Cooper, Lonwijk, Scarr, Gillesphey, Edwards, 
Randell (Hardie 61), Butcher (Houghton 61), Mumba (Wilson 
87), Whittaker, Mayor (Roberts 82), Ennis (Cosgrove 62). 
Subs not used: Burton, Davies. Booked: Lonwijk. 


EXETER (0) 0 PORTSMOUTH (0)0 
Att: 7,779 


Exeter: Blackman, Sweeney, Diabate, Hartridge, Caprice, 
Collins, Kite, Sparkes, Jay (Dieng 88), Brown, Stansfield 
(Nombe 64). Subs not used: Harper, Lee, Grounds, James, 
Beardmore. Booked: Collins, Sparkes, Stansfield. 


Portsmouth: Griffiths, Morrison, Raggett, Robertson, Dale 
(Swanson 80), Tunnicliffe (Morrell 81), Pack, Hume (Koroma 
76), Pigott (Jacobs 81), Hackett-Fairchild, Bishop. Subs not 
used: Ogilvie, Curtis, Oluwayemi. Booked: Dale, Morrell, 
Morrison. 


FLEETWOOD (1) 1 SHEFF WED (1) 2 


Rooney 8 Byers 16 
Att: 4,389 Johnson 73 


Fleetwood Town: Lynch, Rooney, Nsiala, Sarpong-Wiredu, 
Johnston, Vela, Warrington, Batty (Omochere 77), Mendes 
Gomes (J Garner 86), G Garner (Hayes 77), Morton 
(Muskwe 77). Subs not used: Stolarczyk, Andrew, Lane. 
Booked: Rooney, Vela. Sent-off: Rooney. 


Sheff Wed: Dawson, Palmer, McGuinness, James, Mighten, 
Byers (Windass 86), Bannan (Dele-Bashiru 86), Bakinson, 
Johnson, Gregory (Paterson 25), Smith. Subs not used: 
Famewo, Stockdale, Hunt. Booked: McGuinness, Paterson. 


IPSWICH (2) 3 OXFORD(0) 0 
Ladapo 39 Att: 28,072 

Burns 45 

Chaplin 81 


Ipswich: Walton, Donacien, Woolfenden, Burgess, Burns 
(Vincent-Young 83), Evans (Humphreys 83), Morsy, Davis, 
Chaplin (Edwards 83), Harness (Aluko 66), Ladapo (Jack- 
son 71). Subs not used: Edmundson, Hladky. Booked: 
Vincent-Young. 


THE PITCHING IN SOUTHERN PREMIER 


PW DL F APts| SOUTH CENTRAL 
Hornchurch _ 2013 3 4 4923 42 PW DL F APts Pw Dt F APts 
Bishop's St'ford2012 5 3 3014 41 | Weston-S-Mare 2016 2 2541450|Tamworth _2314 6 3 5325 48 
cray W 2310 9 4 4327 39 TruroCity 2114 5 2 4919 47 | Nuneaton Boro 2313 6 4 4126 45 
Potters Bar Tn 2112 2 7 3937 38|CheshamUtd 2113 5 3 4124 44 | Leiston 2113 5 3 5125 44 
Enfield Town 2010 6 4 3821 36 Poole Town 2111 4 6 4429 37|RushallOlym 2312 5 6 3926 41 
Carshaiton Ath 2011 3 6 2822 36  SalisburyFC 2310 3103334 33 | Mickleover 2210 4 8 4644 34 
Aveley 2110 5 6 3627 35 | Hayes&Yead 209 5 6 3928 32 | likeston Town 229 6 7 3930 33 
Canvey sland 2210 5 73425 35 TivertonTn 219 4 8 3236 31 |RedditchUtd 229 6 7 3834 33 
Hastings Utd 2010 4 6 2815 34 Dorchester Tn 219 4 8 2833 31 |HitchinTown 249 6 9 3239 33 
Billerica 2 BracknellTn 178 6 3 3926 30 | CoalvilleTown 189 5 4 4325 32 
ry 210 3 9 3735 33 

Horsham 219 5 7393132 Swindon Super19 9 3 7 3735 30/|BromsgroveSp22 9 4 9 3641 31 

Met Police 199 2 8 3430 29|BasfordUtd 218 6 7 2728 30 
rewes 207 8 53330 29 Beaconsfield 218 5 8 3131 29 | Bedford Town 238 4113849 28 
Folkestone Inv 219 2103738 29) merthyrtn 208 4 8 373428 |StIvesTown 208 3 9 3431 27 
Haringey Boro 216 7 8 3359 25 wanwellTn 218 3102631 27 | Royston Town 227 6 9 3646 27 
BognorRegis 206 6 8 3336 24 Gosport Boro 227 1143749 22 |NeedhamMkt 207 5 8 2723 26 
Margate 206 5 9 2630 23 winchestercity21 5 7 9 2740 22| Stourbridge 206 8 6 2825 26 
Kingstonian 204 7 9 212919) HarrowBoro 216 4112538 22 | Barwell 207 5 8 3235 26 
Wingate&F 203 9 8 222918 yateTown 235 6123253 21|Alvechurch 166 4 6 2828 22 
Bowers&P 203 7102237 16 | Hendon 19 5 5 9 2637 20|KingsLangley 23 6 4132542 22 
Corinthian Cas 20 4 3132143 15 | Hartley W'tney 23 6 2152740 20 |StratfordTn 214 7102847 19 
Herne Bay 20 2 5132649 11 | PlymouthPky 165 4 7 3034 19 | Hednesford Tn 23 2 6152437 12 
Brightlingsea 20 2 5131755 11|NorthLeigh 222 4161649 10|Rushden&D 233 3172059 12 


ROB MILSOM has scored nine of his ten league 
goals for Sutton via penalties. Since Aug 2021 no 
player has scored more penalties in the top four 
tiers of English football (Aleksandar Mitrovic also 9). 


DL F A Pts 
Plymouth ie ie 5 5 42 25 50 
Ipswich 23.14 6 3 44 22 48 
Sheff Wed 23°13 7 3 38 18 46 
Barnsley 21:11 4 6 28 17 37 
Bolton 21°10 5 G 26 19 35 
Wycombe 23.10 5 8 30 25 35 
Derby 219° 75 28° 17) (34) 
Peterborough 22 10 2 10 37 28 32 
Port Vale 22 9 5 8 24 29 32 
BristolRovers 23 8 7 8 35 37 31 
Portsmouth 20 7 9 4 26 22 30 
Shrewsbury 22 8 5 9 25 25 29 
Exeter 23 7 7 9 335 33 28 
Lincoln City 21 6 9 6 21 26 27 
Oxford Utd 22 6 8 8 26 25 26 
Fleetwood 22 5 116 24 23 26 
Chariton 22 5 10 7 52 31 25 
Cheltenham 21 7 4 10 16 23 25 
Cambridge Utd 22 7 3 12 21 33 24 
Accrington (21:5 7 9 21 32 22 
MK Dons 22:6 5 15 22 31 21 
ForestGreen 23 5 5 13 19 44 20 
Burton Albion 23 a 2 fa a aa 19 
Morecambe 22 15 
Clarke-Harris (Peterborough) 13 
Collins (Bristol Rovers) 11 
Adeboyejo (Burton Albion) 11 
Chaplin (Ipswich) 9 
Brown (Exeter) 9 
Bishop (Portsmouth) 9 
Hardie (Plymouth) 8 
Mehmeti (Wycombe) 8 
Nombe (Exeter) 8 
Whittaker (Plymouth) 8 
Collins (Bristol Rovers) 8 
Davis (Ipswich) 7 
Ward (Peterborough) 6 
Bannan (Sheff Wed) 6 
O'Keeffe (Forest Green) 6 
Brown (Exeter) 6 
Whittaker (Plymouth) 5 
Clark (Accrington Stanley) 5 
CLEAN SHEETS 
Stockdale (Sheff Wed) 11 
Wildsmith (Derby) 9 
Cooper (Plymouth) 9 
Walton (Ipswich) 9 
Trafford (Bolton) 9 


Oxford Utd: McGinty , Long, Moore, Findlay, Brown, Bran- 
nagan, McGuane (Goodrham 89), Anderson (Murphy 
46), Browne (J Henry 15 (Wildschut 60)), Bodin, Taylor 
(O’Donkor 60). Subs not used: Mousinho, Seddon. Booked: 
J Henry, Taylor. 


MK DONS (0) 1 FORESTG(0) 0 
Harvie 58 Att: 6,516 


Milton Keynes Dons: Cumming, Tucker, O'Hora, Jules, Wat- 
son, McEachran (Devoy 64), Johnson, Harvie (Barry 87), 
Holland, Eisa, Grigg (Smith 73). Subs not used: Robson, 
Grant, Lawrence, Ravizzoli. Booked: Johnson, McEachran, 
O'Hora, Tucker. 


Forest Green: McGee, Bernard (Fiabema 78), Casey, Car- 
gill, O'Keeffe (Godwin-Malife 78), Stevenson, McGeouch 
(Stevens 78), Boyes, Peart-Harris, Matt (Little 66), March. 
Subs not used: Hendry, Thomas, Bunker. Booked: Casey, 
Little. 


PORT VALE (1) 1 MORECAMBE (0) 0 
Massey 40 Att: 7,867 


Port Vale: Stevens, Cass (Odubeko 70), Smith, Jones, 
Robinson (Hall 46), Garrity, Conlon (Wilson 88), Benning, 
Holden (Pett 59), Massey, Harrison. Subs not used: Stone, 
Ojo, Butterworth. Booked: Benning, Conlon. 


Morecambe: Ripley, Delaney, Bedeau (Connolly 90), 
Rawson, Love, Shaw, Gibson, Melbourne, Weir (Stockton 
73), Mayor, Phillips (Watts 80). Subs not used: Smith, Gnah- 
oua, Cooney, O'Connor. Booked: Gibson, Love, Melbourne, 
Rawson. Sent-off: Love. 


WYCOMBE (1) 2 BRISTOLR(1) 1 
Wheeler 22 Coburn 4 
Wing 48 Att: 6,664 


Wycombe: Stryjek, McCarthy, Grimmer, Tafazolli, Obita, 
Wing (Thompson 78), Scowen, McCleary (Hanlan 90), 
Wheeler, Mehmeti (Freeman 85), Vokes. Subs not used: 
Jacobson, Joseph, Dickinson, KaiKai. Booked: Grimmer, 
Obita, Wing. 

Bristol Rovers: Belshaw, Hoole, Thomas, Connolly, Gib- 
son (Loft 82), Evans, Coutts, Sinclair (Finley 58), Marquis 
(McCormick 69), Coburn, Collins. Subs not used: Gordon, 
Saunders, Gibbons, Jaakkola. Booked: Gibson, Thomas. 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022 F777] 19 


in association with 


LEAGUE TWO 


AFC WIM'DON (0) 1 NEWPORT (0) 1 


Chislett 58 Zanzala 70 (pen) 
Att: 7,784 


AFC Wimbledon: Tzanev, Biler, Kalambayi, Towler, Currie, 
Chislett, Pell, Woodyard, Assal (Young-Coombes 87), Dav- 
ison, Hudlin. Subs not used: Gunter, Brown, Marsh, Broome, 
Bendle, Senior. Booked: Hudlin. Sent-off: Hudlin. 


Newport County: Day, Drysdale, Farquharson, Demetriou, 
Norman, Moriah-Welsh, Bennett, Waite (Wildig 62), Lewis, 
Zanzala, Evans (Bogle 82). Subs not used: Bowen, Willmott, 
Dolan, Collins, Townsend. Booked: Demetriou, Lewis, Mori- 
ah-Welsh, Zanzala. 


CARLISLE (1) 1 BRADFORD (0) 0 
Huntington 34 Att: 8,296 


Carlisle: Holy, Ellis, Feeney, Huntington, Mellish, Armer, 
Moxon, Guy, Charters, Gibson, Stretton (Dennis 70). Subs 
not used: Hilton, Sho-Silva, Whelan, Devitt, Harris, Kelly. 
Bradford: Lewis, Halliday, Platt, Crichlow-Noble, Foulds, 
Smallwood (Sutton 77), Gilliead, Eisa (Oliver 72), Chapman 
(Banks 76), Wright, Cook. Subs not used: Songo’o, Doyle, 
Odusina, Pereira. Booked: Chapman, Wright. 


CRAWLEY TN (0) 1 SUTTON (0) 2 


Oteh 90 Kizzi 61 
Milsom 70 (pen) 
Att: 2,926 


Crawley Town: Balcombe, Francomb, Francillette, Craig, 
Tsaroulla, Powell, Hessenthaler, Wells (Mason 71), Fellows 
(Oteh 61), Telford, Ogungbo (Balagizi 61). Subs not used: 
Ransom, Davis, Addai. Booked: Craig. 


Sutton Utd: Rose, Boldewijn, Kizzi, John, Milsom, Beau- 
tyman (Fadahunsi 75), Eastmond, Smith, Randall, Bugiel 
(Kouassi 82), Neufville. Subs not used: Hart, Goodliffe, Dun- 
das, Pierre, Ward. Booked: Boldewijn, Randall. 


GILLINGHAM (0) © COLCHESTER (1) 1 


Tchamadeu 26 
Att: 4,962 


Gillingham: Turner, McKenzie, Ehmer, Baggott, Tutonda 
(Green 79), Jefferies, Williams, O'Keefe (Kashket 59), Ad- 
elakun (Harriott 59), Mandron, Reeves (MacDonald 54). 
Subs not used: Alexander, Wright, Holtam. Booked: Ehmer, 
Kashket, Tutonda. 


Colchester: O'Hara, Tchamadeu, Chambers, Smith, Kaz- 
eem, Skuse, Dallison, Chilvers, Huws, Akinde (Sears 90), 


Tovide (M Longstaff 82 (Hannant 90)). Subs not used: East- 
man, Chesters, Collins, Fevrier. Booked: Tovide. 


HARROGATE (1) 3 GRIMSBY (1) 2 


Armstrong 12, 76 Khan 29 
Crocombe 90 (og) Clifton 49 
Att: 2,744 


Harrogate Town: Jameson, Ramsay, Burrell, Mattock, 
Headley, Falkingham, Frost (Muldoon 66), Thomson, Coley 
(Austerfield 90), Folarin (Wright 79), Armstrong. Subs not 
used: Oxley, Welch-Hayes, Horbury, llesanmi. Booked: 
Burrell, Ramsay. 


Grimsby: Crocombe, Efete, Waterfall, Maher, Amos, Green, 
Kiernan (Orsi-Dadomo 83), Holohan, Clifton, Khan, McAtee. 
Subs not used: Driscoll-Glennon, Hunt, Morris, Simmonds, 
Smith, Scannell. Booked: Green. 


MANSFIELD (0) 1 NORTHAMPTN (0)1 
swan 84 Hoskins 88 
Att: 7,301 


Mansfield: Pym, Hewitt, Hawkins, Harbottle (Hartigan 15), 
Gordon, Boateng (Perch 46), Maris, Quinn (Clarke 69), 
McLaughlin, Lapslie (Swan 46), Oates. Subs not used: 
Akins, Flinders, Wallace. Booked: Harbottle, Hawkins, 
Perch. 


Northampton: Burge, McGowan (Hylton 79), Sherring, 
Guthrie, Odimayo, Fox (Pinnock 68), Leonard, McWilli- 
ams (Sowerby 79), Bowie (Magloire 68), Appere (Eppiah 
79), Hoskins. Subs not used: Maxted, Haynes. Booked: 
Odimayo. 


ROCHDALE (0) 


Henderson 60 


41 HARTLEPOOL (1) 2 


Menayese 39 
Cooke 80 

Rochdale: O'Donnell, Seriki, Ebanks-Landell, Nelson, John 
(White 82), Odoh, Diagouraga, Malley, Lloyd (Rodney 66), 
Henderson (Sinclair 82), Quigley. Subs not used: Ball, Keo- 
hane, Graham, Kelly. Booked: Nelson. 

Hartlepool: Killip, Menayese, Murray, Ferguson, Sterry, 
Sylla (Shelton 74), Featherstone, Tumilty (Grey 64), Cooke, 
Umerah (McDonald 81), Hamilton. Subs not used: Hastie, 
Boyes, Paterson, Missilou. Booked: Killip, Sterry, Umerah. 


SALFORD (1) 1 BARROW (0) 1 


smith 26 Stevens 79 

Att: 2,881 
Salford City: King, Galbraith, Vassell, Nartey, Touray, Watt, 
Watson, Bolton, Hendry, McAleny (Leak 75), Smith. Subs 
not used: Lowe, Bailey, Chapman, Tolaj, Berkoe, Dackers. 
Booked: Galbraith, Vassell. Sent-off: Hendry. 


PW ODL F A Pts 
Leyton Orient 21 16 3 2 35 12 51 
Stevenage 2113 5 3 31 16 44 
Northampton 22 12 7 3 37 22 43 
Carlisle 22 9 9 4 33 23 36 
Swindon 23 9 8 6 26 235 35 
Mansfield 22 10 5 7 30 28 35 
Barrow 22.11. 2 9 28 26 35 
Walsall 21°89 G G6 27 18 335 
Bradford 21196516526.) 29/555: 
Salford City 21°89 5S 7 24 19 32 
StockportCty 21 9 4 8 31 22 31 
AFC Wimbledon 22 8 7 7 26 25 31 
Doncaster 22 9 4 9 24 30 31 
Tranmere 22 8 6 8 23 18 30 
Sutton Utd 23 8 5 10 21 29 29 
Grimsby 21 7 6 8 24 23 27 
crewe 20Gie 77S 2825) 
Newport Co 225 Gees 442425 n25 
Harrogate 21 6 4 11 27 32 22 
Crawley 22 5 6 11 23 34 21 
Hartlepool 22 4 6 12 20 40 18 
Colchester 22,4 +5 13 19 29 17 
Rochdale 21 ‘ H 14 e 3 15 
Gi gham 21 1 14 
Hoskins (Northampton) 
Cook (Bradford) 7 
Johnson (Walsall) 11 
Dennis (Carlisle) 11 
Gordon (Barrow) 10 
Miller (Doncaster) 9 
Madden (Stockport County) 9 
smyth (Leyton Orient) 9 
Armstrong (Harrogate Town) 8 
Swan (Mansfield) 8 
whitfield (Barrow) 9 
Gibson (Carlisle) 6 
Pinnock (Northampton) 6 
watt (Salford City) 6 
Nichols (Crawley Town) 6 
Knoyle (Doncaster) 5 
Archibald (Leyton Orient) 5 
Wakeling (Swindon) 5 
Moxon (Carlisle) 5 
CLEAN SHEETS 
Vigouroux (Leyton Orient) 13 
Doohan (Tranmere) 11 
Ashby-Hammond (Stevenage) 9 
King (Salford City) 9 


Barrow: Lillis, Warren, Ray, Canavan, Brough, Neal, Foley, 
Stevens, White (Waters 65), Whitfield (Bennett 65), Gordon. 
Subs not used: Brown, Nwabuokei, Maloney, Moyo. Booked: 
Neal, Ray, Warren. 


STOCKPORT CO (0)2 CREWE (0) 0 


Madden 55 Att: 9,387 
Collar 68 


Stockport County: Hinchliffe, Wright, Horsfall, Johnson, 
Southam-Hales (Brown 12), Collar (Sarcevic 73), Croas- 
dale (Lemonheigh-Evans 89), Hippolyte, Rydel (Camps 73), 
Madden (Crankshaw 73), Wootton. Subs not used: Brown, 
MacDonald. 


Crewe: Okonkwo, Adebisi, Williams (Brook 64), McDonald, 
Uwakwe , Tabiner, King (Salisbury 83), Thomas, Sambou, 
Colkett (Finney 63), Agyei. Subs not used: Richards, Grif- 
fiths, Leshabela, Holicek. Booked: Thomas. 


SWINDON (1) 1 WALSALL(1) 2 
landolo 33 Hutton 45 (0g) 
Monthe 90 
Att: 10,240 


Swindon: Brynn, Hutton, MacDonald, Blake-Tracy, Lavinier, 
Darcy, Reed, landolo (Gladwin 56), Shade (Roberts 78), 
Wakeling (Hepburn-Murphy 56), Williams. Subs not used: 
Adeloye, Khan, Minturn, Copland. Booked: MacDonald. 
Walsall: Evans, White, Daniels, Monthe, Bennett, Kinsella, 
Earing, Gordon (Wilkinson 71), Hutchinson (Maddox 71), 
Knowles, Johnson (James-Taylor 85). Subs not used: Willi- 
ams, Comley, McEntee, Allen. Booked: Johnson. 


TRANMERE (1) 3 DONCASTER (0) 0 


Hemmings 45 
Morris 59 
Lewis 77 


Tranmere: Doohan, Dacres-Cogley, Davies, Turnbull, Bris- 
tow, Morris, Merrie, O'Connor, Hawkes (McAlear 87), Mum- 
bongo (Lewis 70), Hemmings (Burton 87). Subs not used: 
Hughes, Jameson, Byrne, Hewelt. Booked: Bristow. 
Doncaster: Mitchell, Knoyle, Anderson, Long, Maxwell, 
Close, Clayton (Molyneux 61), Seaman (Williams 73), Big- 
gins (Griffiths 73), Taylor, Miller (Hurst 16). Subs not used: 
Jones, Agard, Ravenhill. Booked: Anderson, Maxwell. 


BEES BITE BACK 


BARNET were hit with frostbite despite coming out on 
top 2-1 in a Boxing Day brawl against BOREHAM WOOD. 

The Bees went ahead through Nicke Kabamba — but 
the striker saw red on 68 minutes alongside Wood’s 
Carvalho Andrade after claims Barnet’s top scorer had 


been bitten in a tussle. 


Jack Payne bundled in an equaliser but Wood went 


down to nine after Femi 


Then 


lesanmi’s second yellow. 


Ryan De Havilland’s added-time screamer 


following a free-kick won the derby for Barnet. 
Paul Mullin netted a hat-trick as WREXHAM thrashed 
10-man SOLIHULL MOORS 5-0. 


Malachi 


Linton rescued a point for YEOVIL at 


TORQUAY after Mark Ellis put the hosts ahead. 


GLOVES ARE OFF... Linton ee late ep Yeovil 
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Land of the Rising Sun. 

Tomoki Iwata looks certain to 
become the latest Japanese ace 
to move to Celtic — which would 
mean FIVE Bhoys from the Far 
East country in the squad. 

Reports in his homeland 
suggest a loan with an option to 
buy deal with Yokohama F 
Marinos is almost complete. 

The defender would join Kyogo 
Furuhashi, Daizen Maeda, Reo 
Hatate and Yosuke Ideguchi. 

Both Furuhashi and _ Hatate 
scored twice in the 4-1 win over 
St Johnstone on Christmas Eve. 

Iwata, 25 — the J League Player 
of the Year — was in the Japa- 
nese third tier as a youngster 
with Oita Trinita before they won 
successive promotions. 

That caught the eye of former 
Yokohama boss Postecoglou, who 
snapped him up in January 2021 
in what would be his last season 
as a manager in Japan. 

And the Australian chief — who 
took over Celtic in June 2021 — 


attributes grabbed his attention. 

He explained: “Tomoki has 
been a player I have been 
watching for some time. 

“I saw a player who was excel- 
lent in many positions — that’s 
why I signed him. 

“He can play at the bottom of 
the midfield as an anchor or as 
a central defender. He is very 
comfortable as a right-back or a 
right midfielder, too. 

“What I like about him is the 
strength and aggression that he 
will bring to the team. 

“We want to add a bit of steel 
to Marinos and Tomoki will be a 
big part of that. 

“Tm excited about what he can 
bring to the team.” 

Postecoglou’s judgment proved 
to be spot-on as Iwata helped his 
successor -— former Rangers 
defender Kevin Muscat — lead 
Yokohama to the J League title. 

Iwata was then named J 
League’s most valuable player for 


He has four caps for Japan but 
missed out on the World Cup. 

Postecoglou has kept tabs on 
the player and now looks like 
bringing him to Parkhead. 

The Bhoys boss emphasised the 
need for rotation and _ under- 
standing from his players after 
making changes to his attacking 
line-up for Saturday’s win. 

Wide players Maeda and James 
Forrest came in and both had a 
major hand in a goal as Celtic 
restored their nine-point lead in 
the Premiership. 

But there was no start for 
Giorgos Giakoumakis, who 
appeared to hint at his frustra- 
tion over lack of game time on 
social media last week. 

The forward could be in line to 
feature at Hibernian tomorrow, 
given he is more often utilised 
away from home. 

Greece striker Giakoumakis 
forced three saves after coming 
off the bench against St 


to put the shift in when required. 

“Everyone wants to play every 
game but it’s impossible to do. 

“If we're going to maintain the 
levels of performance that we 
need with the schedules we have, 
we need players out there all the 
time with energy. 

“It’s helped that I have been 
able to rotate the squad and 
keep players fresh. 

“We have really good players 
and we're going to utilise them.” 

Defender Josip Juranovic is 
unlikely to feature tomorrow 
after his return from Croatia’s 
campaign at the World Cup. 

Postecoglou explained: “Because 
he had a minor injury, he proba- 
bly hasn’t done too much.” 

He expects a difficult game 
against Hibs, who beat Living- 
ston 4-0 on Christmas Eve. 

He added: “It’s a great stadium, 
they get a good crowd and it 
feels like a big game. It will be a 
good challenge for us.” 
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